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Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection,  Box  4 


Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 
Box  4:  Folder  1-7:  Correspondence  to  NBH,  1955-1958 


Correspondence  with  and  about  Helen  Keller  and  Anne  Sullivan.  Henney  was  Sullivan’s 
biographer  and  a close  friend  of  Keller  and  Sullivan  for  many  years. 


Visit:  http://www. Dcrkin.sarchivcs.org/nbh.html  for  complete  finding  aid 


TITLE:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  Finding  Aid 
CREATOR:  Nella  Braddy  Henney;  Keith  Henney 
DATE  RANGE:  1903-1976 
CALL  NUMBER:  AGI51 

PROVENANCE:  Donated  by  Keith  Henney,  Nella  Braddy  Henney's  spouse,  circa  1975. 

SCOPE  AND  CONTENT: 

The  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  is  comprised  of  correspondence,  notes,  photographs,  articles, 
clippings,  publications,  and  other  materials  related  to  Helen  Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson, 
and  Nella  Braddy  Henney.  The  correspondence  spans  the  years  of  1927  to  1969,  and  is  to  and  from  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson,  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney  between  themselves  and  others. 
The  notes,  photographs,  articles,  clippings,  publications  and  other  materials  relate  to  the  lives  of  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  and  are  interspersed  throughout  the 
collection,  as  well  as  within  their  respective  series. 

The  extensive  correspondence  collection  contains  letters,  memos,  and  notes  in  relation  to  Braddy  Henney’s 
work  for  Helen  Keller  during  Keller’s  lifetime,  and  on  research  for  Braddy  Henney’s  book,  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Keller’s  correspondence  includes  letters  with  others,  such  as 
Samuel  Clemens  (Mark  Twain;  copies),  Perkins  Directors  Edward  E.  Allen  and  Gabriel  Farrell,  Charles  F. 
F.  Campbell,  actress  Katherine  Cornell,  and  other  notable  people.  These  letters  were  forwarded  to  Nella 
Braddy  Henney  for  use  while  working  on  her  book. 

Nella  Braddy  Henney’s  personal  journal  entries  are  included  in  this  collection,  and  supplement  the 
correspondence.  These  journal  entries  span  the  years  of  1938  and  1962. 

The  photograph  colleetion  includes  portraits,  publicity  photographs  with  prominent  individuals,  materials 
related  to  film  projects  in  Hollywood,  advocacy  for  blinded  veterans,  many  casual  images  from  visits  to 
Helen  Keller’s  Arcan  Ridge  and  Forest  Hills  homes,  and  trips  to  Martha’s  Vineyard  with  Eleanor 
Roosevelt.  Many  of  the  photographical  items  can  be  attributed  to  the  work  of  Keith  Henney. 

RELATED  MATERIALS: 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Colleetion  (AG62) 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  on 

Flickr:  http;//www.flickr.com/photos/perkinsarchive/collections/72 1576273 101 1 7390/ 

PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION:  About  15  linear  feet. 

LANGUAGE:  English 

PROCESSING  NOTE:  Legacy  finding  aid  by  Ken  Stuckey,  ca.  1975,  updated  by  Emily  Carta.  2015. 
updated  by  Molly  Stothert-Maurer,  2013,  2015. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE: 

Nella  Braddy  Henney  (1894-1973)  first  met  Anne  Sullivan,  Helen  Keller,  and  Polly  fhomson  in  1924, 
when  she  came  to  the  Sullivan-Kcller- Thomson  household  to  write  Sullivan’s  biography  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  'The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Quickly  mastering  the  manual  finger  language,  she  kept 


Keller  in  touch  with  the  political,  literary,  and  scientific  world  around  her.  She  remained  in  Keller’s  life,  as 
a friend,  and  also  as  Keller's  power  of  attorney,  acting  agent  for  all  Keller’s  literary  matters,  until  1963. 
She  was  married  to  Keith  Henney,  also  a writer  and  editor,  as  well  as  a photographer  who  took  many 
photographs  of  Helen  Keller.  She  died  in  1973. 

RESTRICTIONS: 

None 

COPYRIGHT: 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  user  to  obtain  permission  to  publish  from  the  owner  of  the  copyright  (the 
institution,  the  creator  of  the  record,  the  author  or  his/her  transferees,  heirs,  legates,  or  literary  executors). 
The  user  agrees  to  indemnify  and  hold  harmless  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  its  officers,  employees,  and 
agents  from  and  against  all  claims  made  by  any  person  asserting  that  he  or  she  is  an  owner  of  copyright. 

CREDIT  LINE/CITATION: 

Helen  Keller  Photo  Collection.  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 

SUBJECT  HEADINGS: 

Keller,  Helen,  1880-1968. 

Macy,  Anne  Sullivan,  1866-1936 
Henney,  Nella  Braddy,  1 894- 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
Thomson,  Polly 
ARRANGEMENT: 

4 series,  one  appendix,  20  boxes  and  36  binders.  Note:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  is  abbreviated  NBH 

Series  1 : Original  Correspondence 

Series  2:  Photocopies  of  Correspondence 

Series  3:  Photograph  Collection 

Series  4:  Publications 

CONTAINER  LIST: 

Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 

Box  4:  Folder  1-6:  Correspondence  to  NBH,  1955-1958 

B4:  FI:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH,  1955 

Card  from  Lillian,  January  3,  1955 

Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  January  11,1 955 

Letter  from  William  Fisher  Jr.,  January  12,  1955 


Postcard  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks.  .January  19.  1955 
Letter  from  Merrill  Maynard.  .January  26.  1955 
Letter  from  Sidney  Boone.  .January  3 1 . J 955 
Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack.  February  I.  1955  (2  pages) 

Telegram  from  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson.  February  6.  1955 
Letter  from  Arthur  U.  Dilley.  February  7,  1955 
Letter  from  William  Fisher  Jr..  February  8,  1955 
Letter  from  Laura  Stovel,  February  8,  1955 

Letter  from  Reverend  Robert  Thomson.  February  10,1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Helga  Lende,  February  10,  1955 
Letter  from  Ann  Gaits.  February  10.  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  February  13.  1955  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack.  February  13,  1955  (3  pages) 

Note:  with  attached  quotes  from  Helen  Keller 
Letter  from  Arthur  U.  Dilley,  February  19,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  February  25,  1955 
Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  March  1,  1955 
Letter  from  Thomas  W.  Leavitt.  March  2,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  March  3.  1955 
Letter  from  Kate  Steichen,  March  10,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  March  15,  1955 
Letter  from  Kate  Steichen.  March  16,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  March  16,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  March  21,  1955 
Telegram  from  Helen  Keller,  March  24,  1955 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson.  March  25,  1955  (4  pages) 

Note:  still  in  envelope 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson  March  27,  1955 

Note:  in  envelope  with  2 memos,  letter  from  Polly  - February  27,  1 955,  and  letter  from  Stuart  - February 
19,  1955 

Letter  from  Merrill  Maynard,  March  29,  1955 
Letter  from  Merrill  Maynard,  April  2,  1955 
Letter  from  Merrill  Maynard.  April  4,  1955 
Letter  from  Merrill  Maynard,  April  12,  1955 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  13,  1955  (4  pages) 

Newspaper  clipping  "Miracle  Woman  of  Our  Age  - Delhi  Varsity  Honours  Dr.  Keller” 

Newspaper  clipping  “D.Litt  Conferred  On  Helen  Keller” 

Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  April  13,  1955 
Letter  from  Howard  Liechty,  April  19,  1955 
Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  April  19,  1955 
Letter  from  Nelson  Neff,  April  19,  1955 
Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson.  April  27,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  April  29,  1955 
Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  April  30,  1955 
Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  April  30,  1955 
Postcard  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  30,  1955 
Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  May  6,  1955 
Letter  from  Nelson  Neff,  May  6,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  May  9,  1955 
Letter  from  J^cbccca  Mack,  May  9,  1955 
Letter  from  Laura  Stovel,  May  1 1,  1955 
Letter  from  Fisa  Loges,  May  14,  1955 


Letter  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  May  18,  1955 
Letter  from  Florence  Davidson,  May  19,  1955 
Letter  from  William  Fisher,  May  20,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson,  May  20,  1955 
Letter  from  Flenry  W.  Flelmke  - May  17,  1955 
Letter  from  Reverence  Paul  Sperry,  February  14,  1949 
Envelope,  May  23,  1955 

Note;  contains  2 letters  from  Florence  Davidson,  dated  February  18,  and 
November  23,  1954  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  William  Fisher,  May  24,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  June  1,  1955 

Memo  from  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  June  4,  1955 

Letter  from  Henry  W.  Helmke,  June  6,  1955 

Letter  from  Howard  Liechty,  June  8,  1955 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  June  9,  1955 

Note:  Attached  Photostat  of  add  for  “Teacher  - Anne  Sullivan  Macy  a biography  by  Helen  Keller” 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  June  15,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  June  21,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  June  21,  1955 

Note:  attached  release  salesmen  were  carrying  on  “Teacher  - Anne  Sullivan  Macy  a biography  by  Helen 
Keller” 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  June  24,  1955 
Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  June  27,  1955 

B4:F2:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH,  1955  - 1956 

Letter  from  Grace  Coolidge,  June  27m  1955 

Letter  from  Mrs.  Tobias  M.  Watson,  June  28,  1955 

Letter  from  Mrs.  William  H.  Powell,  June  29,  1955  (5  pages) 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  June  29,  1955 
Letter  from  Caroline  Slade,  June  30,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Edward  Wertheim.  July  1,  1955 
Letter  from  Irene,  July  2,  1955 
Letter  from  Florence  R Richardson,  July  3,  1955 
Letter  from  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones,  July  5,  1955 
Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  July  6,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  July  8,  1955 
Letter  from  Marian  Robertson,  July  8,  1955 
Letter  from  Kate  Steichen,  July  11,  1955 
Postcard  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  1 1,  1955 
Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  July  11,1 955 
Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  July  13,  1955 
Introduction  from  Dame  Myra  Hess  (2  pages) 

Note:  was  the  introduction  to  showing  of  “Helen  Keller  In  Her  Story”  over  BBC-TV  10:30  P.M.  Sunday, 
June  26,  1955 

Letter  from  William  E Hutchinson  Jr.,  July  14,  1955 
Letter  from  Nelson  Neff,  July  14,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Berenice  Schuller,  July  19,  1955 
Letter  from  Laura  Stovel,  July  25,  1955 
Letter  from  Nelson  Neff,  July  26,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Leo  Armati,  July  29,  1955 
Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton.  July  1955 


Note;  with  enclosed  copy  of  television  review  of  "Helen  Keller  In  Her  Story” 
Letter  from  William  Fisher,  August  1.  1955 
Letter  from  Anzia  Yezierska.  August  2,  1955 
Letter  from  Eric  Boulter.  August  3,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Merrill  Maynard,  August  1 1,  1955 
Letter  from  Nelson  Neff,  August  16,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Leo  Armati,  August  16,  1955 

Letter  from  Caroline  Slade,  August  16,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones,  August  18,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  August  18,  1955 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  September  3,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  September  9,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  September  9,  1955 
Letter  from  Sabra  P.  Mallett,  September  15,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  September  15,  1955 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  September  21,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  September  26,  1955 
Letter  from  Mary  M.  Furbershaw,  September  28,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  October  1 1,  1955 
Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett.  Octoberl2,  1955 
Letter  from  Eugenia  Rawls.  October  16,  1955  (2  pages) 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  28,  1955 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  1955 

Memo  from  Helen  Keller,  1955 

Letter  from  Anzia  Yezierska,  October  30,  1955 

Letter  from  Carolina  Slade,  November  5,  1955  (3  pages) 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson.  November  1 1,  1955 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  December  3,  1955 
Card  from  Merrill  Maynard,  December  3,  1955 
Letter  from  Laura  Stovel,  December  5,  1955 
Letter  from  L.B.C.,  1955-1956 
Memo,  January  9,  1956 
Letter  from  Lawrence,  January  1 6,  1 956 
Letter  from  Florence  Davidson,  January  16,  1956 
Letter  from  Allen  Morrison,  January  18,  1956 
Letter  from  Elizabeth.  January  23,  1956 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  1956 
Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack.  January  1956 
Letter  from  Laura  Stovel,  February  28,  1956 
Letter,  March  2,  1 956 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  March  7,  1956 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  March  27,  1956 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  16,  1956 
Letter  from  Merrill  Maynard,  April  24,  1956 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  April  24,  1956 
Letter  from  Dorothy  G.  Pope,  April  30,  1956 
Postcard  from  Polly  Thomson,  1956  (2  cards) 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  May  9,  1956 
Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  May  28,  1956 
Letter  from  I larold  D,  1 lan.scn,  June  25,  1956 
Letter  from  l-velyn  D.  Seide,  June  7,  1956 


B4:F3:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH,  1956 
Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett,  July  10,  1956  (6  pages) 

Note:  About  The  Story  of  Esther  Costello  movie,  contains  “Fact  Sheet  Re  ‘The  Story  of  Esther  Costello”’. 

Last  3 pages  are  copies  of  note. 

Letter  from  Timothy  Seides,  July  13,  1956 
Letter  from  Florence  Davidson,  July  29,  1956 
Letter  from  Kate  Steichen.  August  15,  1956 

Note:  with  attached  semi-annual  royalty  statement  for  period  ending  April  30,  1956 

Letter  from  Timothy  Seides,  August  21,  1956 

Note:  with  4 page  attached  copy  of  report  by  Barbara  Ellis 

Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson  Seide,  September  7,  1956 

Postcard  from  Russell  Mason,  August  30,  1956 

Note:  contains  newspaper  clip  “Flelen  Keller  Life  Inspired  Ballet”.  In  envelope  from  Polly  Thomson  dated 
September  7,  1956 

Postcard  from  Russell  Mason,  September  2,  1956 

Note:  in  envelope  from  Polly  Thomson  dated  September  7,  1956 

Letter  from  Erwin  M.  Rosen,  September  12,  1956 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  Sep  19,  1956  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson  Seide,  October  4,  1956 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  22,  1956 
Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  October  1956 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  October  23,  1956 
Letter  from  Adele  Hansen,  November  6,  1956 
Types  letter,  November  16,  1956 

Note:  attached  “copy  of  Helen’s  notes  on  The  Miracle  Worker” 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  November  23,  1956 
Letter  from  William  Afrou,  November  28,  1956 
Letter  from  Kate  Steichen,  November  28,  1956 
Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury,  November  29,  1956 
Letter  from  Eric  Boulter,  December  3,  1956 
Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  December  9,  1956 
Letter  from  James  M.  Reid,  December  1 1,  1956 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  December  17,  1956 

Note:  with  attached  copy  of  letter  from  Sudamericana  in  Buenos  Aires  about  “The  World  I Live  In” 

Postcard  from  William  Gibson,  December  1956 

Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett,  December  27,  1956 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  December  31,  1956 

Envelope,  1956 

Note:  Contains  3 memos  from  Polly  Thomson 

Christmas  card  from  Rebecca  Mack.  December  1955 

Card  from  Florence  Davidson,  1956 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  1955 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson 

Letter  from  Elizabeth,  January  4,  1956 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson.  January  4,  1957 

Suggested  re-write  of  the  second  paragraph  of  Helen  Keller's  letter  refusing  the  degree  from  Boston 
University 

Memo  from  Polly  Thomson,  January  26,  1 957 
Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury,  January  31,  1957 
Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  January  1 957 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  February  5,  1957 


Letter  from  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  February  7,  1957 

Draft  Letter  for  Helen  Keller  to  send  to  Marian  Anderson  (2  pages) 

Note:  with  attached  letter  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  planned  to  circulate 

Letter  from  William  Gibson.  February  7,  1957 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  February  12.  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  February  14,  1957 

Letter  from  Mrs.  W..I.  Hinkle.  February  15,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  February  21,  1957 

Memo  on  the  televised  presentation  of  The  Miracle  Worker,  February  7,  1957 

Note:  provides  context  for  following  telegram 

Telegram  from  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  February  22,  1957 

Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett.  February  28,  1957 

Telegram  from  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  March  2,  1957 

Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury.  March  12,  1957 

Note:  with  attached  check  statement  for  William  Gibson’s  work  on  The  Miracle  Worker 
Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett,  March  20,  1957 
Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett,  March  21,  1957 
Letter  from  Sterling  W.  Fisher,  April  10,  1057 

Note:  with  attached  copy  of  draft  essay  “The  Reader's  Digest  Helps  Me  to  See”  by  Helen  Keller 
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Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Elizabeth  Holden.  March  8,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Minnie  M.  Hill  (2  pages),  March  13,  1956 

Note:  with  attached  memo  to  Nella  Braddy  Henney 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Daniel  Schreiber,  March  18,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Chayeane  Gooding,  March  21,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Adele  Hansen,  April  4,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Florence  Davidson,  April  6,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Ken  McConnick,  April  11,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  April  10,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  James  H.  Stroman,  April  17,  1957 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Katherine  Tyson,  April  18,  1957  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Jacob  M.  Braude,  May  13,  1957 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Edward  Waterhouse,  June  21,  1957 
Articles,  March  20,  1957 
Report  (3  pages) 

Note  from  Polly  Thomson  to  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Newspaper  clipping  “Breakfast  Club  Program” 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  March  22,  1957  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  March  25,  1957  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  April  2,  1957 
Postcard  from  William  Gibson.  April  3,  1957 
Letter  from  Merrill  Pollack,  April  1,  1957 
Note  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  8,  1957 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  April  9,  1957 
Letter  from  Don  Murray,  April  9,  1957 
Letter  from  Marian  King.  April  1 1,  1957 
Letter  from  William  Ciibson.  April  1957  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Helen  Keller 

Letter  from  FWelyn  D.  Seide,  May  1,  1957 

Helen  Keller's  lour  Schedule  of  Iceland.  Finland,  Switzerland.  Sweden,  and  Norway.  1957  (8  pages) 


Letter  to  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson  from  Ken  McCormick,  May  2,  1957 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  May  6,  1957 

Postcard  from  William  Gibson,  May  10,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  May  16,  1957 

Letter  from  Karyle  Butts,  May  22,  1957 

Letter  from  Nancy  Llamilton,  May  14,  1957 

Letter  from  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  May  15,  1957 

Letter  from  Evelyn  D,  Seide,  May  21,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Marlin  Tabb,  May  25,  1957 

Statement  from  Leah  Salisbury,  May  28,  1957 

Statement  from  Leah  Salisbury,  May  28,  1957 

Letter  from  Lois  Berman.  May  28,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  May  29,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  May  21,  1957 

Letter  from  Jacob  Axelrad 

Letter  from  Jacob  Axelrad,  May  31,  1957 

Article  “Helen  Keller's  Birthday  in  Eaton”,  June  1967  (3  pages) 

Postcard  from  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  June  6,  1957 

Letter  from  Robert  Barnett,  June  12,  1957 

Letter  from  Robert  Barnett,  June  12,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  June  12.  1957 

Letter  from  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  June  14,  1957  (2  pages) 

Card  from  Elsa  Loges,  June  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mrs.  Glenn  G.  Hays,  June  24,  1957 
Letter,  June  6,  1957 
Letter,  June  22,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Margaret  Rosen,  June  25,  1957 
Letter  from  William  Gibson,  June  27,  1957 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Albert  Campion,  June  30,  1957 
Memo  from  Evelyn  D.  Seide 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Editorial  Sudamericana,  June  30,  1957  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Editorial  Sudamericana.  June  7,  1957  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Editorial  Sudamericana,  December  31,  1956 

Card  from  Davis  Atro,  December  1 957 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  July  2,  1957 

Letter  from  William  Gibson 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  July  9,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  July  18,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  July  29,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  July  31,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  July  30,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  August  6,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  July  23,  1957 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  July  25,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  July  25,  1957 

Note  from  Polly  Thomson,  July  27,  1957 

Card  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  December  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Mamie  B.  Vaughan.  July  29,  1957  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Aloni  Hershkovitz,  July  31,  1957 
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Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  August  1,  1957 

Letter  from  .lacob  Axelrad.  August  10,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  August  13,  1957 

Letter  from  Florence  ".lo”  Davidson,  August  17,  1957 

Letter  from  Adele  Hansen.  August  17,  1957 

Letter  from  Adele  Hansen.  August  27,  1957 

Letter  from  A & C Black  LTD,  September  2,  1957 

Copy  of  Letter  from  Helen  Keller  to  Miss  Tibbie,  December  9,  1955 

Copy  of  Letter  from  Helen  Keller  to  Miss  Tibbie,  December  9,  1955 

Copy  of  Letter  from  Helen  Keller  to  Miss  Tibbie,  December  9,  1955 

Letter  from  Evelyn  Davidson  Seide,  September  6,  1957 

Copy  of  Letter  from  Helen  Keller  to  Miss  Tibbie,  December  9,  1955 

Copy  of  Letter  from  Anne  Tibbie  to  Helen  Keller,  October,  1955 

Letter  from  Rae  Robins  to  Helen  Keller,  September  2,  1957 

Letter  from  Leonard  Pfeiffer,  September  12,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  September  17,  1957 

Telegram  from  Helen  Keller,  September  26,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  September  27,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  October  3,  1957 

Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  October  4,  1957 

Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  October  7,  1957 

Letter  from  Helen  and  Leonard,  October  6,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  October  7,  1957 

Letter  from  Helen  Cohan,  October  8,  1957 

Letter  from  Elizabeth  Thomson,  October  8,  1957 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  October  8,  1957 

Letter  from  Nancy,  October  1 1,  1957 

Letter  from  Katharine  Cornell  to  Bob  Barnett,  October  1 1,  1957 

Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  October  18,  1957 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson.  October  15,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  October  18,  1957 

Postcard  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  October  19,  1957 

Letter  from  Elizabeth  Thomson,  October  16,  1957 

Letter  from  Conrad  and  Frances  Berens,  October  22,  1957 

Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  October,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  October  23,  1957 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  October  25,  1957 

Letter  from  Amelia,  Oetober  23,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  MeCormick,  October  28,  1957 

Letter  from  Isabel  Thomson,  October  29,  1957 

Letter  from  Elizabeth  R.  Hogan  to  Helen  Keller,  October  30,  1957 

Letter  from  Beatrice  Chamlee  to  Helen  Keller,  October  31,  1957 

Letter  from  Robert  Barnett  to  Lenore  Smith,  November  I,  1957 

Letter  from  Margaret  Thomson,  November  4,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  November  4,  1957 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  November  5,  1957 

I.etter  from  Louise  Lauck  lo  Helen  Keller,  November  8,  1957 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  November  8,  1957 

Letter  Irom  Barbara  Ellis,  November  29,  1957 

Letter  Irom  Ken  McCormick.  November  1 1,  1957 

Letter  Irom  Robert  Thomson,  November  12,  1957 


Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  November  12,  1957 

Letter  from  Marion  Anthony,  November  12,  1957 

Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  November  13,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  November  14,  1957 

Letter  from  Elizabeth  Thomson,  November  14,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  November  15,  1957 

Letter  from  Phillips  Brooks  Keller,  November  15,  1957 

Letter  from  Robert,  Tricia  & Andrew  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  17,  1957 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  November  20,  1957 

Letter  from  ,Ioan  Wilkens,  November  19,  1957 

Postcard  from  Lenore  Smith,  November  22,  1957 

From  “You  Are  Extraordinary",  by  Roger  J.  Williams 

Letter  from  Elinor  Burnham  to  Helen  Keller,  November  24,  1957 

Letter  from  Lurana  Herlihy,  February  7,  1958 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  November  25,  1957 

Letter  from  Ravia  Keller,  November  25,  1957 

Letter  from  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Lieb,  November  25,  1957 

Note  from  hospital,  December  1,  1957 

Excerpts  from  letters  from  Miss  Polly  Thomson,  1944-1945 

3 Letters  from  Bill  Gibson,  December  1,  undated,  undated,  1957 

Letter  from  Bill  Gibson  to  Helen  Keller,  December,  1957 

Draft  Christmas  Card  from  Helen  Keller,  note  “Miss  Harris  2d  floor”,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  from  [Jim  Sluit],  December  4,  1957 

Letter  from  Phillips  Brooks  Keller  to  James  S.  Adams,  December  4,  1957 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  from  Margaret  Gibson,  December  1 1,  1957 

Letter  from  Bill  Gibson,  Deeember  13,  1957 

Letter  from  W.  J.  Smart,  December  5,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  W.  J.  Smart,  November  5,  1957 

Pamphlet,  “Man  With  a Burning  Heart”,  The  Rev.  W.  J.  Smart  of  England 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  November  27,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Stewart  Beach,  November  22,  1 957 

Telegram  to  Helen  Keller  from  Libby  and  Brooks,  Deeember  4,  1957 

Telegram  to  Helen  Keller  from  Ravia  and  Phillips,  December  4,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  January  7,  1958 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  Deeember  26,  1957 

Letter  from  Loretta  Finan,  December  27,  1957 

Letter  from  Elizabeth  Thomson,  December  28,  1957 

Letter  from  Katharine  Conant,  December  3,  1957 

Letter  from  Nelson,  December  23,  1957 

Letter  from  Mary  Bower,  December  30,  1957 

Letter  from  Mary  Bower,  December  6,  1957 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormiek,  January  15,  1957 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Ken  McCormick.  December  7.  1959 
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Letter  from  Margaret  Thomson.  January  I,  1958 

Letter  from  L.  M.  Brings,  January  3,  1958 

Letter  from  Catherine  Marau.  January  6,  1958 

Letter  from  Margaret  Thomson,  January  7,  1 958 

Letter  from  Isabel  and  Reverend  Robert  Thomson,  January  9,  1958 

Letter  from  Marion  Leavy,  1958 


Letter  from  International  Women's  Day  Committee,  January  14,  1958 
Letter  from  Isabel  Thomson,  January  15,  1958 
Letter  from  Lenore,  January  19,  1958  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Louise  Stinson,  January  19,  1958  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Charlotte  Fagan  Goldblatt,  January  20,  1958 

Letter  from  Margaret  Thomson,  January  20,  1958 

Letter  from  Pat  Pennington,  January  21,  1958 

Letter  from  Isabel  and  Reverend  Robert  Thomson,  January  23,  1958 

Letter  from  Elizabeth  Thomson,  January  23,  1958 

Letter  from  Margaret  Thomson,  January  23,  1958 

Letter  from  Ken  MeCormiek,  January  24,  1958 

Memo,  January  29,  1958 

Note:  From  NBH  to  Ken  McCormick  about  his  letter  from  January  24,  1958 
Letter  from  Charlotte  F.  Goldblatt,  February  10,  1958 
Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  February  1958  (2  pages) 

Postcard  from  Isabel  and  Reverend  Robert  Thomson  February  1958 
Letter  from  Lenore,  February  11,  1958 
Letter  from  Gail  E.  Tracy,  February  14,  1958 

Note:  with  attached  waiver  to  allow  Mrs.  Tracy  to  use  Helen  Keller’s  signature  on  "autograph  skirts”  and 
simultaneously  waive  all  royalties 
Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  1958  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  February  17,  1958 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  February  19,  1958 
Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  February  27,  1958 
Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  February  27,  1958 
Memo  from  Lois  B„  assistant  of  Leah  Salisbury 
Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  1958 
Letter  from  Lenore,  February  28,  1958 
Letter  from  Claude  F.  Dixon,  March  3,  1958 
Letter,  March  3,  1958 

Letter  from  Isabel  and  Reverend  Robert  Thomson,  March  4,  1958 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  March  5,  1958 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  March  6,  1958 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  1958 

Letter  from  Clara  Langerhans,  March  11,  1958 

Letter  from  M.C.  Migel,  March  13,  1958 

Copy  of  letter  from  Dr.  Claus,  March  15,  1958  (2  pages) 

Note:  attached  2 page  copy  of  translation  of  letter 
Letter  from  Gail  E.  Tracy,  March  18,  1958 

Telegram  about  sponsoring  the  National  Nonpartisan  Committee  for  International 

Economic  Growth,  March  18,  1958 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  March  20,  1958 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  March  24,  1958 

Letter  from  Catherine  Peare,  March  25,  1958 

Note:  attached  questions  on  Helen  Keller  Research 

Letter  from  Reverend  Robert  Thomson,  March  26,  1958 

Statement  from  Leah  Salisbury,  April  7,  1958 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  April  14,  1958 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  April  16,  1958 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  April  17,  1958 

Letter  from  Robert  fhom.son.  April  18.  1958  (6  pages) 

Letter  from  Ann  L.  McCaslin.  April  19,  1958 


Letter  from  Katherine  Keller  Tyson  to  Polly  Thomson  & Helen  Keller,  Jan  1958 

Letter  from  Edward  L.  Wertheim  to  Helen  Keller,  April  21,  1958 

Note:  2 attachments  on  The  Committee  on  Religion  and  Science 

Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  April  22,  1958 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  April  28,  1958 

Letter  from  Kenneth  S.  Bennion,  April  28,  1958 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  April  29,  1958 

Note:  Only  letter  Nella  received  from  Polly  since  Polly’s  illness  began 
Letter  from  Harding  Lemay  to  Helen  Keller,  April  29,  1958 
Letter  from  Elmo  Roper  to  Helen  Keller,  March  24,  1958 
Letter  from  Jack  Ossofsky  to  Helen  Keller,  April  25,  1958 
Note:  attached  Bulletin  "Unions  and  their  Senior  Citizens” 

Letter  from  Renee  Cronlund  to  Helen  Keller,  May  1,  1958 
Letter  from  Elmo  Roper,  May  6,  1958 
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Pamphlet  "Our  One  Best  Hope  For  Us  For  the  United  Nations  For  All  Mankind  - Atlantic  Union 
Committee” 

Letter  from  Lois  Eagan  to  Helen  Keller,  May  12,  1958  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Olive  K.  Neilson  to  Helen  Keller,  May  12,  1958  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Jack  E.  Myers  to  Doubleday  and  Company  Inc.,  May  15,  1958 
Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  May  1 8,  1 958 
Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  1958 
Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  May  29,  1958 

Letter  from  Rae  Robins  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  3,  1958  (2  pages) 

Copy  of  letter  from  Polly  Thomson  to  Rae  Robins,  July  22,  1958 

Letter  from  Katherine  Medelman  to  Helen  Keller,  June  7,  1958 

Letter  to  Ralph  Sockman  forwarded  to  NBH,  1958 

Letter  to  Ralph  Sockman,  May  22,  1958 

Letter  to  Rae  Heftel  from  NBH,  1958 

Letter  from  Rae  Heftel  to  Helen  Keller,  April  24,  1958 

Letter  from  Rae  Heftel,  June  16,  1958 

Letter  from  Ann  L.  McCaslin,  June  13,  1958 

Letter  from  Dr.  C.  F.  Dixon  to  Helen  Keller,  January  18,1958 

Letter  from  Catherine  Peare,  June  25,  1958 

Note:  attached  questions  about  Helen  Keller 

Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  June  29,  1958 

Letter  from  Catherine  Peare,  June  30,  1958 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  July  7,  1958 

Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  July  9,  1958  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  July  17,  1958 

Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  1958 

Letter  from  Gregor  Ziemer,  July  30,  1 958 

Letter  from  Peter  J.  Salmon,  July  30,  1958 

Letter  from  Eloise  B.  Yerger,  August  12,  1958 

Letter  from  Eloise  B.  Yerger  to  Helen  Keller,  July  10,  1958 

Letter  from  Ruby  Rotheman  to  Flelen  Keller,  August  26,  1958 

Letter  from  Tilla  D.  Schaumberger  to  Helen  Keller,  August  27.  1958 

Memo  from  L.  Herliky,  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  1958 

Memo  from  NBH  to  Flelen  Keller,  August  23,  1958 

Reprint  of  "Chapter  XVll  Good  Will  as  a Persistent  "Underground”  by  Thomas  D.  Eliot  Irom  "Proceedings 


of  the  Conference  on  Science,  Philosophy  and  Religion,  1947.” 

Letter  from  Dr.  Hans  Syz  to  Helen  Keller,  August  27,  1958  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Catherine  Peare,  September  1 1,  1958 
Statement  from  Leah  Salisbury,  September  11,  1958 
Letter  from  Dr.  Hans  Syz,  September  22,  1958 
Letter  from  Amelia.  September  26,  1958 
Letter  from  Mrs.  Claude  H.  Rhea,  Jr. 

Letter  from  Catherine  Peare,  September  28,  1958 

Letter  from  S.L.  Rietz,  September  29,  1958 

Letter  from  James  Nelson  to  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  September  30,  1958 

Note:  attached  6 page  ^Wisdom”  Introduction 

Letter  from  Lenora  Smith.  October  1,  1958 

Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury.  October  3,  1958 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  October  5,  1958  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  October  6,  1958 
Letter  from  William  Gibson,  October  9,  1958 
Letter  from  Isabelle  L.  Rietz.  October  15,  1958 
Letter  from  LaBaron  R.  Barker  Jr.,  October  16,  1958 
Letter  from  Elsa  K.,  October  20,  1958 
Letter  from  John  Cooke,  October  21,  1958 
Memo  titled  “K  H Memo” 

Copy  of  Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury  to  Ken  McCormick,  October  21,  1958 

Letter  from  Elsa,  October  27,  1958 

Postcard  from  N.  H.,  October  29,  1958 

Reader's  Digest  Reprint  ”C/F  Mystery  Killer  of  Children” 

Letter  from  Mrs.  Benton  F.  Hill  to  Helen  Keller,  October  29,  1958  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury,  October  28,  1958 

Note:  with  attached  letter  from  Ken  McCormick  to  Leah  Salisbury 

Postcard  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  October  29,  1958 

Letter  from  Isabelle  L.  Rietz,  October  30,  1958 

Note:  with  10  pages  of  attached  excerpts  and  letters  from  NBH  to  Helen 

Keller  that  were  brailed  and  were  the  subject  of  the  letter 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  October  31,  1958 

Letter  from  Randall  K.  Harley,  November  1,  1958 

Letter  from  Isabel  Thomson,  November  2,  1958 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  November  2,  1958 

Copy  of  Letter  from  Ken  McCormick  to  Helen  Keller,  November  3,  1958 

Letter  from  Peggy  Simon,  November  4,  1958 

Letter  from  M.  McCann  to  Helen  Keller,  October  28,  1958 

Letter  from  Helen  Keller  & Polly  Thomson,  November  1 3,  1958 

Copy  of  Braille  Letter  from  Alfred  Kratzert  to  Helen  Keller 

Letter  from  Nelson  Neff,  November  26,  1958 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller  from  Sharon  Lynn  Hashimoto,  November  28,  1958 

Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  November  30,  1958 

Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack.  December  5,  1958 

Letter  from  Catherine  Peare  to  Evelyn  Seide,  December  5,  1958 

Letter  from  Greta  Ashdown,  November  19,  1958 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  December  9,  1958  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Josephine  Halliburton  to  Helen  Keller,  November  17,  1958 
Letter  from  Ellen  Savet  to  1 lelen  Keller,  November  17.  1958 
Letter  from  Isabel  Thomson,  December  9,  1958 
Letter  from  Barbara  Ellis,  Dec  9.  1958 


Letter  from  William  Gibson,  December  12,  1958 

Invitation  for  Migel  Medal  for  Outstanding  Service  to  Blind  Persons  awarded  to  William  Gibson  October 
24, 1958 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  December  12,  1958 

Letter  from  Isabel  & Reverend  Robert  Thomson.  Decemberl5,  1958 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  December  22,  1958 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson.  December  24,  1958 

Card  from  Alfred  Kratzert,  1958 

Postcard  from  William  Gibson,  1958 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  1958 
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CABLK  ADDRl-SS: 
RELIEFKR.  NEW  YORK 


OFFICERS 

William  Ziixler,  Jr. 
PresiderU 

Richard  H.  Migel 
Vice-President 

Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 
Vice-President 

Max  Snoop 

Vice-President 

Eustace  Seligman 
Secretary 

Alexander  M.  Laughlin 
Treasurer 


•Helen  Keller 
Counselor, 

International  Relations 


•M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

•Eric  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director 


American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 

FORMERLY  AMERICAN  BRAILLE  l’RES.S  FOR  WAR  Jfc  CIVILIAN  BLIND  (FOUNDED  1915) 
22  WEST  I7TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y. 


January  12,  1955 


Mr.  and  Mrs,  J,  K,  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Henney: 

At  the  suggestion  of  Miss  Helen  Keller  we  are  pleased 
to  enclose  tickets  to  a Farewell  Banquet  we  are  sponsoring 
in  her  honor,  February  1st,  three  days  before  she  leaves 
the  United  States  for  a Uo, 000-mile  good  will  visit  to  the 
Far  East. 


F.  Abbott  Ingalls 
Director, 

Europe — Middle  East  Region 


V/e  sincerely  hope  you  shall  find  it  convenient  to  join 
us  on  this  occasion,  and  that  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  from  you  at  your  convenience  in  this  connection. 


George  L.  Raverat 
Consultant 


Cordially, 


European  Office 
14  rue  daru 

PARIS  8,  FRANCE 


William  Fisher  Jr. 

Director  of  Public  Infornation 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


•Col.  E.  A.  BAKER,  M.C.,  O.B.E. 

Mftndging  Director,  Canadian 
Ncuooftl  lr)Uitu(c  for  the  Blir>d, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

PRINCESS  MARGARET 

DRAPER  BONCOMPAGNI 

New  York,  New  York 

DR  JOHN  E,  BRYAN 

President,  Alabacna  InMttule  for 
Deaf  ai^  Blind, 

Talladega,  Ala. 

BERNARD  S.  CARTER 

Parli,  ftinct 

•JOSEPH  F aUNK 

Mjn»5ino  Dirncior,  Phil«j<lph.<  8r«ich, 
Pctf<ntyl»«ii«  A«toci<tion  for  the  Blind, 
Philndclphl,,  P„ 


DR.  GABRIEL  FARRELL 

Cambridsc,  Mass. 

OR.  GEORGE  A.  FITCH 

Tdipeh,  FormoM 

VICE-ADMIRAL  C.  S.  FREEMAN 

New  York,  New  York 

DR.  C.  L.  HSIA 

New  York,  New  York 

ALEXANDER  M.  LAUGHLIN 

New  York,  New  York 

DR.  JOHN  P.  MACNIE 

New  York,  New  York 


•GEORGE  F MEYER 

Executive  Director,  New  Jersey 
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RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 

New  York,  New  York 
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•PETER  J.  SALMON 

Executive  Director,  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind, 
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January  ??6,  1955 

Dear  Mrs.  Henny, 

Inclosed  .irrevrltJi  please  find  galley  sheets  on 
aOwG-  OF  THE  STONE  WALL  resulting  from  your  authority  granted 
ina  communication  dated  December  8,  195^* 

Printing  is  being  held  up  until  your  approval  is  received 
and  the  galley  shets  with  whatever  notations  you  may  choose 
to  make. 

Q-ratefully 


Merrill 


HARTFORD 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


SIDNEY  BOONE 


P.O.  Box  562 
ERIN.  TENNESSEE 


. 3/, 

y» 


YEAR  IN  AND  YEAR  OUT  YOU'LL  DO  WELL  WITH  THE  HARTFORD 


Miss  Rebecca  Mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFJELD  APARTMENTS 
790  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE,  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


Feb.  1,  1955. 


Dear  Mrs . Henney  : 

I Wcinted.  to  answer  your  letter  sooner, 
but  I was  swamped  with  work  over  the  week-end,  with 
over  fiftj-  new  deaf-blind  cases  to  register.  That  make 

i 

over  150  in  the  last  few  weeks.  You  must  realize  tijet 
most  of  the  pictures  of  Teacher  that  I have  are  from 
magazines  and  are  jAsted  in  the  scrap  books — now 
fifty  of  them,  scrap  books,  I mcanJ  I have  a number 
of  Teacher  and  Helen  taken  very  early,  one  especially 
sweet  of  both,  taken  when  Helen  was  in  her  teens — 
sitting  in  the  yard  looking  toward  each  other,  hodding 
hands.  I can  find  more,  too,  if  and  when  you  want 
them,  but  they  would  all  have  to  be  photostated,  as 
they  ar^  pasted  down  tight.  I wrote  Mrs-  Seide  about 
the  one  in  "Autographed  Portraits",  so  won't  repeat. 


Of  the  actual  photographs  that  Teacher  gave  me,  all 
have  been  published.  But  I have  tie  one  taken  in 
Forest  Hills  vith  me,  and  I'm  sure  this  is  the  only- 
copy  in  existence,  so  it,  tCo,  would  liave  to  be 
photostated.  I'm  afraid,  tho,  that  the  picture  is  too  ; 
dark,  unless  it  could  be  lightened  in  the  jhotostating 
I can  easily  be  cut  off  of  it.  I have  also  a lovely 
profile  of  Teacher  alone,  which  I cut  from  some 
magazine  article  at  the  tiVip  of  her  death.  I can't 
remember  where  it  came  from,  but  know  it  was 
published  somewhere,  as  this  is  not  an  original,  just 
a copy.  It  is  wonderful  of  her,  tho,  and  I could  send 
the  one  I have  if  you  want  it,  as  it  is  in  a frame 
alone,  not  in  a panel,  as  is  the  one  from  Forest  Hills. 
I'm  telling  you  all  this  so  you'll  know  what  ijiave. 

And  you  must  realize  that  I can  go  thru  the  scrap 
books  and  come  up  with  many  more.  I'm  sure  Miss 
Hamilton  must  have  a lot,  too,  for  I sent  her  more 
than  she  could  use  for  the  film — notably  the  one  taken 


in  the  Garden  of  the  fods. 


MISS  REBECCA  MACK 
4 EAST  SOMMERF1ELD  APARTMENTS 
790  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


The  one  you  plan  to  use  as  the  frontispiece  sounds 
wonderful,  and  I >11  probabi^y  frame  it  when  the  book 
comes  out.  If  you  have  other  copies  of  it  made,  could 
you  send  me  oneh-at  my  expense,  of  course. 

I can  hardly  wait  for  the  book  to  be 
published!  Have  you  any  idea  when  it  will  be?  It 
would  be  wonderful  if  it  could  be  done  in  time  for 

Helen's  birtMay,  but  I imagine  that  would  be  too  scon 
and  impossible. 


I am  bequeathing  all  of  Helen's  letters 
to  you,  ejid  Ihope  you  will  outlive  meJ  There,  are  some 
gems  in  them,  and  you  may  want  to  use  them  for 
.ublication.  I also  have  sane  fret)  her  mother. 

I have  been  hoping  every  day  to  read 
i.n  the  paper  that  Helen  and  Pollo^  called  off  their 
trip.  I think  it  is  awful  for  ttem  to  be  going  now. 


with  the  world  situation  wiiat  it  is,  and  danger  of 

\ 

war  so  near  where  they  willhe  going.  I suppose  there 


is  no  hope  that  they  will  give  up  the  trip. 

It  was  so  nice  hearing  from  you 
again.  Perhaps  Miss  Hamilton  told  you  about  our 
visit  when  she  was  here.  I think  she  was  delighted 
■feith  all  LTy  pictures  and  the  collection — now 
occupying  four  bookcases  1 I have  been  so  ill  for  so 
long,  that  I can’t  go  anywhere,  and  so  am  expeeially 
happy  when  someone  like  that  can  ccsae  to  me.  I still 
have  hopes  of  getting  better,  but  after  eight  years, 
I’m  not  expecting  it.  trouble  is  only  chronic, 
not  organic,  so  it  won't  kill  me,  but  it  makes  life 
very  difficult  at  tijjjes.  I want  so  much  to  come  for 
Helen’s  birthday, but  there  is  no  chance,  I'm  afraid. 


gifts  for  her  on  this  important  occasion?  I'd  welcome 
one  or  twoJ 


the  way,  have  you  ai:j'  ideas  of 
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22  WEST  I7TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK  U,  N.  Y. 


OFFICERS 

^ViLLiAM  Ziegler,  Jr. 

President 

Richard  H.  Migel 
Vice-President 

Jansen  XOVES  Jr.  February  8,  1955 

Vice-President  ''  ^ 


Max  Shoop 

Vice-President 

Eustace  Selicman 
Secretary 

.Alexander  M.  Laughlin 
Treasurer 


•Helen  Keller 
Counselor, 

International  Relations 


•M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

•Eric  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director 


F.  Abbott  Ingalls 
Director, 

Europe — Middle  East  Region 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  West  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

At  Mr,  Boulter's  suggestion,  I am  sending  you  a copy 
of  a letter  for  Helen  Keller  which  was  sent  to  my  attention 
following  a telephone  conversation  I had  on  Friday,  February 
Uth,  with  the  people  from  Collier's  Magazine. 

I have  forwarded  this  letter  to  Helen  and  Polly  in 
Glasgow,  and  have  taken  the  liberty  of  recommending  that,  if 
Helen  plans  to  do  any  writing  upon  her  return,  the  Collier' s 
project  probably  would  be  a worthwhile  one. 


George  L.  Raverat 
Consultant 


I hope  you  are  well  and  that  I shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  again  soon. 


European  Office 
14  rue  daru 

PARIS  8,  FRANCE 


•Blind. 


Cordially, 


William  Fisher  Jr, 


Director  of  Public  Information 


WF:ip 


ta  Bureau 

A Philanthropic  Information  Center  on  Deafness,  Established  in  1887  by  Alexander  Graham  Bell 


Hcadquaiteri  of  the 

ALEXANDER  GRAHAM  BELL 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  DEAF, 

Incorporated 


Telephone,  ADams  2-0024 

I 

1537  35TH  STREET,  N.  W. 
WASHINGTON  7,  D.  C. 


Publisher  of  the 
VOLTA  REVIEW 

An  illustrated  monthly  magazine 
dealing  with  work  for  the  deaf 
and  the  hard  of  hearing 


February  8,  1956 


Mrs.  Nelia  Breddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

The  pnotographs  of  Miss  Sullivan  are  being  sent  to  you 
today  by  registered  mall. 


The  Volta  Bureau  is  very  glad  to  render  this  little  ser- 
vice and  we  hope  that  you  will  find  something  suitable  to 
use.  We  look  forward  with  keen  Interest  to  this  latest 
book  about  Helen  Keller’s  teacher.  You  own  book  published 
twenty-two  years  ago  is,  of  course,  in  our  library.  I read 
it  with  great  enjoyment  because  of  the  book  Itself  and  also 
because  I was  on  the  Volte  Bureau  staff  at  that  time  and 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  when  you  were  here. 


LS:s 


Sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs.)  Laura  Stovel 
For  the  Volta  Bureau 


Telephone : 
Central  9680 
Telegraphic  Addrea^ : 
Transotel,  Glasgow 
Private  Box  No.  8 
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Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LLD. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  Ndtiondl  and  International  Relations 


February  10,  1955 


I'irs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Your  letter  of  February  U was  called  to  my  attention  when  I returned 
from  a vacation  in  Europe  yesterday. 

I regret  that  I do  not  Icnow  where  the  Augustus  Tack  painting  of  Helen 
Keller  is  located  at  the  present  time.  Mrs.  Seide  may  know  but  she  is  away 
on  vacation  at  present.  I shall  try  to  find  out  as  soon  as  possible  and  let 
you  Icnow  if  anything  develops. 


HL:mh 


Sincerely  Yours, 


Helga  Tjenie 
librarian 


md 


Please  see  reverse  side 


i 


JAMES  S.  ADAMS 

N»wVck4,  N Y. 

•Col.  E.  A.  BAKER,  M.C.,  O.B.E. 

Diivclor.  C«o«di«n 
N«1lon«J  Intntuls  Ipr  th«  6(lr>d. 
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KATHARINE  CORNtU 
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MISS  REBECCA  MACK 
4 EAST  SOMMERFJELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLJNTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE,  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29,  OHIO 


Feb.  13,  1955. 


Dear  Mrs . Henney  : 

I wish  I were  rich  and  could  afford  to 

have  tliree  pictures  photographed  for  you,  for  I want 

so  Euch  for  you  to  see  theE,  especially  the  one.  This 

one  is  pasted  down  tight  in  my  scrap  books,  and  is 

on  the  back  of  an  inport&«t  article,  so  it  is  quite 

iEpossible  to  take  it  out,  even  if  I wanted  to. 

It  is  froE  an  old  magazine,  and  I'm  sur*i-it  has  never 

appeared  in  any  of  Helen's  books,  for  I've  looked. 

I've  also  looked  for  a duplicate,  but  can't  find  one, 

tho  I may  have  one.  Unfortunately,  I did  not  datd^he 

early  articles  , as  I v^as  then  collecting  merely  for 
my  OHn  pleasuce,  with  no  thot  of  posterity.  This  is 

a picture  of  Teacher  and  Helen  together,  taken  at 

Chahtauque,  and  shows  them  sitting  in  the  garden, 
just  holding  hands,  or  clasping  hands,  and  sort  of 


looking  at  each  other,  a profile  of  each.  Helen's 
hair  is  cut  short  and  is  curled  all  over  her  head, 
and  Teacher's  is  piled  high,  so  I'm  sure  it  is  an 
early  picture,  when  Helen  was  in  her  teens.  It  is 
so  darling  of  Teacher,  I keep  thinking  you  might 
want  to  include  it  in  the  book.  It  is  very  hard  to 
find  pictures  of  Teacher  alone,  because  Helen  was  her 
whole  life,  and  I know  she  rarely  had  them  taken 
except  with  ifelen.  The  other  pictures  are  the  one 
on  my  wall  taken  in  Fo  'est  Hills,  wiaich  is  the  only 
copy  of  tills  one  in  existence,  and  which  is  darling 
of  T acher  (l  can  be  cut  off  easily )[.  The  other  is 
the  one  in "Autographed  Portraits",  and  is  one  tiEt 
I have  never  seen  anywhere  else.  It  shows  them 
toq^ether,  and  is  darling.  There  is  no  mention  anywhere 
in  the  book  of  copyright,  so  I wiruld  not  hesitate 
to  include  it,  as  this  book  was  privatelj’’  published 
many  years  ago.  As  I said  before,  if  I were  rich, 

I'd  go  ahead  and  have  them  photographed,  but  I'm  not. 


Miss  Rebecca  Mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


and  can't  afford  such  luxuries,  and  if  Doubleday 

wants  them,  I'm  afraid  they  will  have  to  pay  for  the 

photographing,  but  it  isn't  too  bad,  I thinte 
fifteen  dollars  for  each  picture,  which  includes  the 

tJ^gative.  I'll  just  wait  until  you  let  me  know. 

About  Helen's  letters.  Ho,  mj”-  idea 

some  time  ago  was  not  to  publish  the  letters  as 

such,  but  excerpts  from  them  and  from  her  writings. 

You  surelj^  have  seen  the  "Wit  and  Wisdom"  series. 

I'fy  idea  came  from  a book,  "I»Iaxims  and  Reflections 

of  Wpnston  Churchill",  which  is  now  issued,  greatly 

enlarged^  under  the  title,  "Churchill  Reader;  Wit 

and  Wisdom  of  Winston  Churchill".  But  I iTfitd  tie 

shorter  book  in  mind,  and  would  be  g3£id  to  send  it 

to  you,  not  v/-anting  ife  returned.  I had  thot  of 

calling  it  something  like  "Thoughts  of  Helen  Keller", 
or  "Gems  from.  Helen  Keller".  I'm  enclosing  a few 


examples  of  the  sort  of  t'iing  I mean.  This  would, 
according  to  my  idea,  be  purely  inspirational,  so 

I 

wouldnot  go  into  the "Wit  and  Wisdom"  series.  I think 

Helen's  letters  should  be ^published,  but  that  is 

something  that  can  hardly  be  done  during  her  life-time 

At  least,  I've  never  known  of  anyone  else  having  it 

done  while  they  were  living.  I loved  the  letters  of 

Alexander  Woollcott  and  of  Edna  St-  Vincent  Millay, 
but  they  were  both  publisned  after  their  death. 

So  you  see,  my  idea  was  inspirational  and  much 

shorter.  I spoke  to  Nancy  Mmilton  about  it  when 

she  was  here,  an^she  thot  it  would  be  a good  way 

to  ciiebrate  her  birthday,  by  having  such  a thing 

published  privately  in  pamplilet  form.  I don't  agree, 

for  I tiiink  when  it  is  done,  it  should  be  longer,  and 

for  the  general  public.  It  would  mean  a lot  of  work — 

for  you  as  editor J — and  would  mean  go  ng  over,  not 

only  my  letters,  bot  those  of  manj--  other  people, 

who  mus»t  also  have  saved  Helen's  letters,  besides 

her  published  writings. 


Miss  REBECCA  MACK 
4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 

I am  not  enthusiastic  about  an;.*thing 
going  to  the  Library  of  Congress,  but  jjmy  be  wrong. 

I f-fe-el  things  ar«g_more  or  less  dead,  once  they  go 
there,  tho  Nancy  did  find  them  most  helpful  in 
gath.;ring  moterial  for  the  film.  I thot  of  leaving 
my  lette  rs  to  you  for  publication,  if  and  when  you 
ever  published  Helen’s  liters,  and  I have  seme  from 
her  mother,  too,  tho  none  from  Teacher. 

aunt  sent  me  all  the  clippings 
from  the  New  York  papers  about  Helen,  so  I got  a 
full  dose  of  the  publicity,  including  the  fine 
editorial  from  the  Nev  York  Times.  I'm  gM  they 
have  finally'  gotten  away,  and  that  they  were  given 
clean  bills  of  health,  but  I shall  be  glad  when 
they  are  back  again,  as  I t Jink  world  ccmditiais  are 
not  conducive  to  safety.  But  tliit  would  not  stop  them. 


Nancy  feold  me  that  your  husband  has 
not  been  well,  anl  I do  hope  he  is  improving. 
health  has  nothing  to  do  with  spiing  or  winter,  or 
any  tiling  like  that.  If  they  ever  discover  a cure 
for  spasms,  iban  get  well,  but  until  them,  I cannot 
even  try  to  go  out  of  town,  so  I'm  sure  I'll  not  get 
there  for  the  birtbiyy  party,  if  there  is  one. 

I hope  Helen's  book  will  cocie  out 
in  time  for  Christmas,  as  I plan  to  tiake  that  my 
Christmas  gift  to  many  people.  I've  heard  people 
wish,  too,  that  Helen  would  bring  her  autobiography 
up  to  date.  Personally,  I dtsi't,  as  I hate  to  see 
her  tackle  another  book.  A syndiojLted  column,  such 
as  you  mention,  would  not  be  nearly  so  hard, 
especiallj’-  in  small  doses  J1  It's  a wonderful  idea^.  J 
Have  you  any  idea  when  the  book  will  be  published? 

Most  cordially  yours. 


"That  is  tlE  trme  use  of  knowledge,  is  it  not?,  to  enlarge  our  capacity  for 
ixnderstanding  and  loving  the  things  that  make  our  life  worth  living". 

Ft  on  a letter  to  11  H i>1mmI  1 TnTr~~  / ^ 

"So,  throiigh  the  darkness  I clasp  your  hand,  and  try  to  look  beyond  to  the 
light  that  shall  shine  upon  us  all  at  last". 

From  a letter  to  M.,  written  right  after  her 
Mother’s  deathy 

"God's  Plan  of  Good,  which  runs  like  a thread  of  gold  through  all  tlings". 

From  "Midstream". 

"I&ppiness  is  like  the  mountain  svmiroit;  it  is  sometimes  hidden  by  clouds 
but  we  know  that  it  is  there". 

From  "The  Girl  Who  Found  the  Blue  Bird",  by 


Georgette  Leblanc  Ifeeterlinck. 
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February  25,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

Bill  Berger,  our  subsidiary  rights  man,  has  an  offer  from  Woman's 
Own  for  the  April  issue,  1955  to  use  5, 000  words  of  THE  STORY  OF  MY 
LIFE  for  $500 . This  is  an  English  magazine  which  wants  to  build  its  readers 
up  to  the  serialization  of  TEACHER,  an  offer  which  will  come  later.  What  we 
need  to  know,  and  if  you  can  remember  it  will  be  a tremendous  help  to  us, 
is  whether  an  English  magazine  used  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE,  and  if  so, 
did  the  rights  revert  to  Helen  at  the  time  Good  Housekeeping  ran  it  here 
and  presumably,  if  a magazine  ran  it  in  England,  it  ran  there . I believe 
we're  talking  about  '30,  '31,  or  '32.  Our  records  don't  seem  to  have  any 
information  about  this,  so  if  you  do,  we'd  very  much  appreciate  it. 


Yours, 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  5th  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


(dictated  by  Mr . McCormick 
but  signed  in  lis  absence.) 


Huntington  Hartford  Foundation, 

Pacific  Palisades,  California 
March  1st,  1955 


1 

i 
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Dear  Nellaji, 

Mighty  nice  of  you  to  send  the  cdoss- 
w.ord  puzzle.  I could  never  have  found  it  here. 
About  the  sub- title,  I think  it's  a 


serious  mistake,  and  I am  sure  that  Helen 

! 'X 


‘would  agree  to  dropping  if  you  brought  a 

I ^ 

I little  pressure  to  bear  on  her.  Grandiosity 

I 

I isn't  so  bad  when  it's  well  surrounded  with 


j good  plain  prose.  But  all  by  itself  on  a 

I 

title-page  it  is  a screaming  discord.^  Or  so, 
at  least  , it  seems  to  me.  (I  don't  seriously 
mind  the  "Phantom".)  On  the  whole,  it's  a 
lovely  book. 

I My  own  is  almost  finished,  I think. 

It  is  very  short,  rather  under#  50,000  words. 
^But  of  course  I shall  have  to  wait  until 
Hglen  can  go  over  it  before  I go  very  far  into 
the  publishing  question. 

My  thanks  to  you,  as  always,  with  best 


wishes 


FOGG  ART  MUSEUM  - HARVARD  UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE  38,  MASSACHUSETTS 


March  2,  1955 


Miss  Nells  Bradcly  HMiney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City 
New  York 

Dear  Miss  Henney! 


We  were  very  happy  to  get 
your  letter  of  February  2Srd  requesting  a photo- 
graph of  the  portrait  of  Miss  Keller  by  Augustus 
Tack.  It  will  give  us  great  pleasure  to  send 
you  one  with  our  compliments.  Since  we  shall 
have  to  make  a negative,  there  may  be  a delay 
of  a week  or  tvra,  but  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  get  it  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Thomas  W.  Leavitt 
Assistant  to  the  Director 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Puhlishc  '5  MADISON  avenue,  new  YORK  22- Murray  hill  8-5300 


March  3 , 1955 


Dear  Nella: 

Here's  the  contract  for  TEACHER.  If  there's 
any  aspect  of  it  that  disturbs  you,  please  call  me 
and  we'll  adjust  it. 

The  pictures  have  arrived  and  they  are  hauntingly 
beautiful,  especially  the  photograph  of  Helen  and 
Teacher  in  their  summer  dresses  on  the  lawn. 

I should  think  this  would  make  a beautiful  jacket. 

I've  alerted  the  Art  Department  to  find  every 
photograph  they  can  so  that  we  can  survey  the  lot. 

As  far  as  serial  is  concerned.  Ladies  Home 
Journal  and  Good  Housekeeping  have  rejected  it, 
and  it  is  now  on  offer  at  Woman's  Home  Companion. 

I would  not  be  disturbed  whether  or  not  there  is  a 
major  magazine  offer  on  this  book;  their  tastes 
are  pretty  capricious.  We've  had  some  thundering 
successes  sales-wise  and  review-wise  that  the 
magazines  passed  up.  I'm  sure  there's  a very  good 
chance  to  sell  it. 


Yours , 


Ren  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


K Mc:bne 
enclosure 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC, 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


March  10,  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Enclosed  herewith  are  the  contracts  for  Miss 
Keller's  wonderful  TEACHER,  which  I'm 
sending  to  you  in  Ken's  absence  this  week. 

I am  hoping,  as  I told  you  on  the  telephone, 
to  have  a copy  of  the  manuscript  for  you  by 
tomorrow. 


Sincerely, 

Kate  Steichen 
Assistant  to 
Ken  McCormick 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


KStbne 

enclosure 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


March  15,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

Some  of  my  associates  who  aren't  as  familiar  with  Helen 
Keller's  work  as  you  and  I are,  particularly  you,  feel  that 
a long  introduction  would  be  very  much  in  order  on  a sort  of 
"what's  gone  before"  basis,  to  fill  in  those  people  who  read 
THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  years  ago  and  have  forgotten 
some  of  the  details,  or  for  those  who  never  read  it  at  all. 

I don't  think  that  a big  name  is  indicated  here,  and  I wonder 
whether,  for  a fee,  you'd  care  to  do  that  job  if  you  agree  that 
it  should  be  done  at  all. 

What  I'm  thinking  of  is  to  fill  in  the  reader  on  Helen's  references 
such  as  "of  course  I touched  on  this  in  my  first  book,  " and  so 
fiarth.  Just  a little  background  would  help  the  reader  enormously. 
Let's  talk  about  this  before  you  go. 

The  contract  has  just  arrived,  and  you'll  have  your  signed 
copy  very  soon. 


Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  ETth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


KMCibne 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


March  16,  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

Ken  is  away  right  now,  and  I hasten 
to  send  on  to  you  the  signed  contract  for 
TEACHER  by  Helen  Keller,  together  with 
our  check  for  $Z,500  representing  the 
advance. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  receiving 
the  manuscript  back  so  as  not  to  hold  up 
press  dates. 


Sincerely, 


Kate  Steichen 
Assistant  to 
Ken  McCorrrick 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


KS:bne 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


March  16,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  helpful  letter 
of  March  14th.  I”*!!  see  that  the  proper 

people  here  are  alerted,  i.  e.  , Mrs.  Pollard 
and  Miss  Mallett. 


Yours 


/Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


KMc:bne 


March  21,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

I'm  so  delighted  that  you're  going  to  do  the  introduction. 

It  seems  to  me  that  you're  exactly  the  right  person  and 
<ve  won't  have  anything  to  worry  about  on  this  score  at  all. 

I'll  want  to  work  out  some  fee  for  you  on  this,  and  since 
we've  never  had  many  arguments  in  the  past  about  money, 
I shouldn't  think  we'd  have  one  now.  1 won't  suggest  a 
figure  until  we've  seen  the  introduction  because  you  may 
have  to  do  an  enormous  amount  of  work  on  it  and  I want 
you  to  be  adequately  paid  for  your  labor,  although  I know 
you  would  do  it  for  nothing  for  Helen.  Still,  I won't  ask 
you  to  do  it  for  nothing  for  Doubleday. 

Best  regards. 


Yours , 


/ 

Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


KMc:bne 
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March  29,  1955 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Henney, 

Helea  Keller's  bONG-  OF  THE  STONE  WALL  reprinw  is  now 
completed  in  inkprint.  Publishing  date  is  set  for  June 
29,  but  we  will  be  mott  hapoy  to  make  such  copies  availabte 
as  may  be  desired  on  receipt  of  your  word.  The  hard 
bound  copies,  and  ther^are  but  fifty  not  reserved,  at 
two  dollars,  this  represents  our  actual  coat.  There  are 
quite  a few  paper  or  stiff  paste  board  covered  copies  wih 
identical  inside  material  available  at  one  dollar  each. 

Our  first  run  was  for  but  three  hundred  copies.  Vve  are 
grateful  for  this  chance  to  make  rhe  work  availabte  for 
some  fevr  v;e  knev;  to  be  interested.  If  you  wish  copies 
we'd  love  to  hear  from  you. 

Gratefully 
Merrill  A.  Maynard 


ImHIII  ■■in 


,:jy{x.  and  ^dyis-XxLtt  naxci 


148  WASHINGTON  STREET 
TAUNTON.  MASSACHUSETTS 


TELEPHONE  3*3703 


April  2,  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Hlnney, 

AS  requested,  the  shipment  was  made  immediately. 

Vie  were  happy,  yes,  flattered  to  have  so  flattering  a 
confirmation  of  our  respect  for  Doctor  teller's  work.  It 
was  possible  for  me  to  arrange  for  a fev;  more  hard  covered 
copies.  Just  in  case  you  <u.re  able  to  use  them. 

Altogetner,  vrhat  v/as  shipped,  fifty-five  hard  covered 
at  $2  and  ten  soft  covered  at  5?!  each,  result  in  a total 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  If  you  desire  to  pay 
by  check,  please  make  it  payable  to  the  Braille  Poets' 
G-uild,  Inc. 

If  there  snould  be  a substantial  need  for  further 
hard  covered  copies  I may  be  able  to  have  the  specially 
done,  however,  even  the  Job  Just  completed  v:as  relatively 
exnensive.  We  do  have  further  soft  covered  copies.  It 
is  hoped  tnat  v/hat  we  have  of  them  v;ill  serve  a!.  « seeable 
needs.  You  may  note  the  significance  of  the  publishing 
date,  tnis  was  our  intented  means  of  celebrating  the 
very  special  occasion. 

Again,  please  accept  our  sincere  thanks  for  your 
iiiterest  snd  cooperation. 


Most  rest«ctfully 


Merrill  A Maynard,  Director 
BRalLLk  POKTB'  guild,  xImC. 
Taunton,  Massachusetts 


M.M. : — a.v. 


BR^iLLli;  FOETb'  GUILD,  INC. 
p.  o.  box  4 

Taunton,  MaseachuBette 
April  4,  1955 


Dear  A'C'Courney  Henney, 

Forgive  me,  I'm  a triffle  confused.  It  was  most 
flattering  to  get  an  immediate  response  and  gratifying  to 
be  able  to  make  immediate  response  so  completely  and  seemingly 
in  complete  accord  with  this  great  opportunity  to  make  tne 
vrork  available  to  thosw  who  v/ould  be  genuinely  interested 
in  lu  1..  uarw  i<ji*  viio  wrxwcr  -uio  furnuur  necauiic  ul  ouft 

njf  £x*^**^  JLK>  X**  uryxiig  bo  ±iiu«rnreu  your 

teiiijio  u.«y  wrt  m^xx**  n one  "O^rctiX.  «xx 

wwi  w v?wV\^X*«»C2  CV/s^xC«»  ^ ' 

* . . ■ ' . . ' — 

' . — A ».!•  _ f .O  ■ -I  ' 

. yju  can,  the  check  for  them.  We'd  like  to 

be  able  to  give  them,  but  it  would  deprive  us  of  needed 
funds  Just  now. 

May  I squeeze  in  a little  happy  per  S«.^*a£LX  w '^-ZQ 

• il  ■ ^ ' - 

‘ib  «».'  ww-“" 

. K,  GUMJ*;  WaLK  Will!  Mil..  xn'i  iiouf.e  uau 

wxal  0 iwwH.no  Pon  vT*V  txiiM  n xP  w»;ix  uV  IIXIM.  roX'iioyw  •tiOJ 

IX..  tt-o  wCixx  ixy  uiv . x.>  luy  Xx'ww  x ' lu  vx..it  x.«^  up 

V <r  i.x—UI'..u  O..U  uxglxu  pro— J)o.xU  ul'Onrs*  a I.  wnvi.it  nw 
III^  gunX’<i..vvv  X.i  rwX«vXit.i  ov  iitir  CoiiorSCv.  Anvy  Oil'v  g , i-»  g 

■Co  do  quite  a nice  thing  for  me.  It  pleases  me  much,  because 
muen  of  my  work  vlth  the  Guild  has  been  a little  discouraging. 

All*  R.wX.i.vA‘  rxv.tt»vt  vA  IvWXVAug  UllXII  WiiU'  vr  ..liv  IXXVllB*  WrvJlJ , 

n.-v  mjT  ersonal  publishing  opportunity  are  the  highlights 
in  more  than  eleven  years  enrvxcn. 

** X V cA cj n xn V uo  iiwoif*  T Pvtu  yvu  IX v your  convenience. 

Mo'^t  respectfully  yours 
Merrill 


April  12,  1955 

Dear  Kre.  Henney, 

Maiiy  lour  cxi«ck  received  and  depoBiuea 

uo  one  aocnn»jo  ear^Barked  THE  HELEN  KELLER  PROJECT. 

Ycb,  tliankfi  awfally  much  the  reference  oo  m*.  wiiaon, 

, 1 naQ  ..wo  oDwught  of  him.  Souehow  I v/ae  far 
tco  taken  up  vith  this  matter  as  eomeoning  quits  small  at 
the  outset.  do  have  one  hundred  and  thirty  paper  or 

soft  covered  copies  I have  offered  to  him  at  $130. 

There  are  still  a few,  I but  I felt  he'd  do  veil  to  get 
rid  of  ■'■nat  number,  and  it  xrouid  be  a most  appropriate 
location  for  them  on  so  auspicous  an  occasion.  Indicated 
that  you  referred  me  xo  him.  i wou..d  be  quite  flattered 
if  ne  ^ouid  take  xne  oox  I h.ve  set  aside  for  his  use. 

Just  as  soon  as  ray  own  volume  is  i?eady  I'li  oe  in 
t:>uca  with  you. 

Please,  Just  a sort  of  personal  note  resulting  from 
my  curiosity  and  personal  admii?ation  for  Miss  Keller. 

We  gave  her  a O-  c.  ized  bas  relief  plaque  made  by  my  neighbor 
Louis  L.  Leech.  I have  always  felt  a little  unhappy  about 
it.  Mr.  3arnet  was  to  give  Miss  Keller  the  plaque  for  the 
Guild.  V/e  never  got  a note  of  acknowledgment  or  any 

xtidxcation  as  to  wnethcr  it  was  even  l vea  or  w-.t  In 

good  fair  or  ban  tarte.  My.  Leach  gave  hie  se.vice.  I 
P'aia  Lo  nave  ane  bronze  produced,  and  a plaste.’  copy  for 
desk.  I did  tnink  Mr.  Leach  would  deserve  some  ijc^ie 
acKnowiedgiiient , ne  v-as  so  pr_md  cf  Jils  worn.  He's  been 
engaged  ±'cr  prj.essxonai  work  but  he  never  found  more 
pleasure  than  making  the  original  for  me. 

Most  respectfully  and  gratefully 
Meri'ill 
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D.Litt  Conferred 
On  Helen  Keller 


DELHI  VARSITY 
CONVOCATION 

[BY  A STAFF  CORRESPONDENT] 
The  honorary  d'Sgree  of  Doctor 
of  Letters  of  Delhi  University  was 
conferred  on  Dr  Helen  Keller,  the 
well-known  blind  and  deaf  author, 
by  the  Chano3llor  of  the  University, 

Dr  S.  Radhakrishnan,  on  Satur- 
day. 

The  Vice-Chancellor,  Dr  Maha- 
jani,  in  his  citation  said:  “ I rise 

to  present  to  you,  Miss  Helen  Kel- 
ler— but  words  fail  me  as  never 
before  for  a citation  adequate  to 
this  miracle  woman  of  our  day — 
who  though  blind  and  deaf  and 
mute  has  yet  risen  above  her  tri- 
ple disability  and  become  the  sym- 
bol of  hope  to  the  handicapped. 

" The  life-story  of  our  distin- 
guished guest  is  indeed  very  amus- 
ing in  that  it  illustrates  how  mis- 
fortune is  mitigated  by  some  sav- 
ing grao2.  Born  in  1880,  when  she 
was  only  19  months  an  inscrutable 
divine  dispensation  robbed  her  of 
hearing  and  sight — the  principal 

gateways  of  knowledge.” 

EARLY  LIFE 

The  citation  referred  to  Miss 
Annie  Sullivan,  Miss  Keller’s 
teacher  from  the  Perkins  Institute, 
Boston,  who  develop*3d  her  facul- 
ties Commencing  school  educa- 
tion at  16,  Miss  Keller  graduated  at 
24  from  Radcliffe  College,  Harward 
University.  She  won  sp'Scial  hon- 
ours in  English  but  also  studied 
Latin.  German  and  French. 

In  her  second  year  at  college,  she 
wrote  The  Story  of  My  Life  which, 
in  fact,  announced  her  to  the 
.n  world.  She  has  written  eight  other 
books.  . .. 

ne  Mljss  Keller,  the  ciUtion  said, 
ial  could  appreciate  poetry,  literature, 
music  and  sculpture.  She  appre- 
ciated sculpture  by  her  sense  ol 
touch  and  music  through  vibra- 
tions. Recently  »he  played  tho 
heroine  in  a (locumentary  film  oi 
her  liie  rightly  called  Unconquered. 

Her  travels  round  the  world 
were  not  meant  for  slghtseei^ 
but  were  in  pursuit  of  a mis.slon 
the  welfare  of  the  handicapped. 

Industrial  Home 
For  Blind 

tBY  A STAFF  CORRESPONDENT! 

The  foundation-stone  of  an  in- 
dustrial home  and  school  for  the 
blind  and  of  the  Hel^  1 
Trust  for  the  Blind.  Deaf  and 
Dumb  in  India"  was  laid  at  a 
function  organized  by  the  Delhi 
Blind  Relief  Association  at 
Road.  New  Delhi,  on  Saturday.  Mr 
Mavalankar.  Speaker  of  the  DoK 
Sabha,  presided. 


Dr  Radhakrishnan  awarding  the  honorary  degree  of 
D.Litt.  to  Dr  Helen  Keller  at  Delhi  University  on 
\ Saturday. 
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Industrial  Home 
For  Blind 
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‘MIRACLE  WOMAN  OF 
OUR  AGE’ 
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WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


M.  C.  MIGEL4  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


•GEORGE  F.  MEVER,  Vice-P(«,dcr,i 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR,,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


Mrs.  Nella  B,  Henney 
111  Fifth  St. 

Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Your  contribution  to  the  Helen  Keller  anniversary 
observance  is  delightful  and  refreshing,  and  adds  greatly 
to  the  total  picture  of  liiss  Keller  which  this  group  of 
greetings  and  tributes  so  revealingly  present.  I thank 
you  sincerely  for  your  generous  willingness  to  .join  this 
hanpy  project  of  honoring  her  to  whom  we  owe  so  much;  and 
for  youir  very  special  interest  and  effort  in  helping  us. 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 

Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LLD. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


April  19,  1955 


Cordially  yours. 


//— <L 

Howard  M.  Lied 

Managing  Editor 

New  Outlook  for  the  Blind 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  SSfv  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 

MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


April  29,  1955 


Dear  Nella; 


We  are  very  anxious  to  get  quotes  for  promotion 
on  TEACHER  from  such  dedicated  and  illustrations 
friends  of  hers  as  Katherine  Cornell  and  Guthrie 
McClintic.  Are  there  other  people  who  have 
already  read  this  manuscript  and  could  make  a 
statement?  And  beyond  that,  are  there  other 
people  to  whom  we  ought  to  send  copies  to  get 
such  a statement?  A suggestion  of  aames  in 
each  category  would  be  much  appreciated . 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Gardbn  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


KMcibne 


Mrs.  Keith  Her.ney, 


c/e-Do'ubluJu^'  diiJ  Co^, 


/ I I , 

CLa  c JLa.^  ^ 

p 0 


Ga»doTi~Gl%y, 


MISS  Rebecca  mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


April  30,  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


I just  wonder — have  you  ary  idea  when 


Helen’s  "Teacher"  book  will  be  published?  It  seems 
that  I can  hardly  wait,  and  I’m  hoping  one  of  the 
book  stores  here  will  get  an  advance  copyyl  Also,  I’m 


planning  t se  it  as  Christmas  gifts,  if  it  is  out  in 


time.  I don  t even  know  what  the  name  is  to  be,  but 
hope  I’ll  live  long  enough  to  read  itl 

That  sounds  awful,  but  I’ve  been  dis- 
couraged labels’-,  as  I know  now  ttat  I have  a chronic 
ailment,  which  won't  kill  me,  but  which  keeps  me  tied 
here.  It  is  a dilated  bowel,^fir  which  there  is  no  cure 
tho  there  is  always  hope  of  making  mo  more  comfortable 
especially  as  new  drugs  are  developed.  But  things  like 
traveling  are  out  of  the  question,  and  I am  not  even 
thinking  about  Helen’s  birthday  party. 


I may  have  solved  the  problam  of  her 


birthday  gift,  tho,  for  I am  on  the  trail  of  two 
oopies  of  "Helen  Keller  in  Scotland",  which  is  the 
only  one  of  her  books  ]|had  not  succeeded  in  getting 
for  her.  I just  hope  I'll  get  them  in  time  for  the 
birth  ay,  and  it  is  stnewhat  doubtful,  as  they  are 
being  imported  from  England,  of  course.  I've  paid 
for  them,  so  am  hoping  I 


sounded  wonderful,  and  would  love  to  come  here  to 
see  me  and  the  collection,  but  I'm  not  up  to  having 
guests  yet.  Just  yesterday,  Mrs.  Killilea,  authof* 
of  "Karen",  wnorte^  asking  me  to  come  and  visit  them, 
said  she  has  a lovely  guest  room,  etc.,  and  of  course, 
that  is  not  possible.  It  seems  that  i^lhave  only  one 
wish  in  life  now,  and  that  is  to  see  Helen  again,  and 
I coubt  that  I ever  will,  as  I Jusb  cannot  leave  home. 

Thot  the  enclosed  might  interest  you, 
even  tho  it  is  trite  and  poorly  done. 


I talked  to  Mildred  not  long  ago.  She 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 

MURRAY  KII.I.  8-5300 


May  9,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  for  your  two  notes,  particularly  for  the 
May  6th  letter  with  its  additional  information 
about  honors . ITl  add  Mary  Martin's  name  to 
the  galley  list.  I think  it's  an  important  one, 
as  well  as  Martha  Graham  and  Mrs . Coolidge . 

Best  to  you. 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
115  F fth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


KMcrbne 


MISS  REBECCA  MACK 
4 EAST  SOMMERFIELO  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


May  9,  1955. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Tliantyou  so  imach  for  your  letter,  and 
for  telling  me  about  Helen's  book.  I've  already 
placed  my  order  for  at  least  seven  copies  , and  will 
probably  get  more  when  the  time  comes. 

I'm  amazerd  that  Helen  does  not  want 
a birthday  celebration,  as  I was  told — Nancy  told  me— 
that  Miss  Cornell  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
celebration.  I know  Mildred  was  counting  on  going, 
so  she  will  be  disappointed.  I can  wellunderstand, 
tho,  why  Helen  would  not  want  to  celebrate,  right 
after  getting  home  from  her  strenuous  trip.  I 
couldn't  be  there,  anyhow.  I only  hope  I get  the 
books  for  her  in  time. 

I hope  you  aren 't  freezing  today  in 
SnovTvillel  It  is  so  inucii  colder  here,  ^ ^ 


about  youT  leaving  for  there  today.  Just  the  name 
sounds  cold  to  me  at  this  moment!  Nancy  told  me  that 
your  husband  has  not  been  well,  and  I do  hope  he 
will  improve. 


Warmest  greetings,  and  thanks  so  much 
for  writing  me  the  news. 

Sincerely, 


Z^^lVoLTA  Bureau 


A Philanthropic  Information  Center  on  Deafness,  Established  in  1887  by  Alexander  Graham  Bell 


Mrs,  N.  B.  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  Giv,y,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Apparently  you  did  not  receive  a card  from  the  Post 
Office  acknowledging  our  receipt  of  the  Helen  Keller 
photographs,  although  the  package  Is  stamped  to  show 
that  such  a receipt  was  requested. 

I am  a retired  employe  but  I come  back  Just  three  half- 
days a week  to  help  with  our  voluminous  correspondence. 
When  the  package  was  placed  on  my  desk  I assumed  that 
you  had  received  the  post  cerd  notice  and  that  all  I had 
to  do  was  to  check  the  photogrephs  and  file  them.  i am 
very  sorry  If  you  had  any  uneasy  moments  about  that  pack- 
age. 


Headquarters  of  the 


Publisher  of  the 
VOLTA  REVIEW 

An  illustratej  monthly  magazine 
dealing  with  work  for  the  deaf 
and  the  hard  of  hearing 


ALEXANDER  GRAHAM  BELL 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  DEAF. 
Incorporated 


Telephone,  ADams  2-0014 


1537  35TH  STREET,  N.  W. 
WASHINGTON  7,  D.  C. 


May  11,  1955 


Sincerely  yours. 


LS:s 


(Mrs.)  Laura  Stovel 
For  the  Volta  Bureau 
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WATKINS  4.-0420 


Saiuting 

HELEN  KELLER 

. inspiration  to  all 
mankind 
75th  BIRTHDAT  VEAR-1955 


Helen  Keller 

7 5th  Birthday  Committee 


Katharine  Cornell,  Chairman 

Marian  Anderson 

Bing  Crosby 

John  Daly 

Irene  Dunne 

Edna  Ferber 

Rev.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdlck 
Arthur  Godfrey 
J.  0.  Gortatowsky 
A.  Whitney  Griswold 
Hon,  Herbert  Hoover 
Wilbur  K.  Jordan 
H.  V.  Kaltenborn 
Fritz  Kreisler 
Eva  LeGallienne 
Guthrie  McCiintic 
Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 
Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale 
Jane  Pickens 
Dr.  Daniel  A.  Poling 
Mary  Roberts  Rinehart 
Eleanor  Roosevelt 
Peter  J.  Salmon 
Brig.  Gen.  David  Sarnoff 
Bishop  Henry  Knox  Sherrill 
Robert  Sherwood 
Rabbi  Abba  Hillel  Silver 
Ed  Sullivan 

Arthur  Hays  Sulzberger 
Lowell  Thomas 
James  Thurber 
Hon.  Harry  S.  Truman 
Thomas  J.  Watson 
William  Ziegler,  Jr. 


May  20,  1955 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
Snovnrille,  N.H. 

Dear  Nella: 

Here  are  the  New  York  Times  questions.  I'll  send 
along  those  letters  on  Monday, 

Many  thanks  to  you. 

Sincerely, 

Bill  Fisher 

Director  of  Public  Information 

V^Ftip 


Aniri  intti  yvundutiort  for  the  Itlindt  Ine,  • Ainrn'rati  Foundation  for  Overeeae  lUind,  Inc. 


1,  What  are  the  main  lessons  Helen  Keller  has  learned  in  her  life? 

2,  She  is  Icnovm  as  a great  reader  of  philosophy.  How  would  you  define 
her  philosophy? 

3,  How  would  you  define  her  religion?  Does  she  believe  in  a personal 
immortality  and,  if  so,  what  kind? 

li.  She  is  often  described  as  an  optimist.  Does  this  apply  to  her  view 
of  current  world  problems  and  tensions? 

5,  What  are  her  greatest  pleasures  — of  sense,  intellect,  the  things 
in  her  every  day  life  that  she  enjoys?  What  about  annoyances? 

6,  She  once  said  that  if  she  was  a university  president  she  wouJ.d 
initiate  a course  for  all  students  on  how  to  see  the  world  with 
greater  clarity  and  delight.  What  things  does  she  think  most  of 
us  take  for  granted  or  never  see  at  all? 

7,  What  are  her  plans  for  the  future? 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 
15  WEST  16th  street,  NEW  YORK  It,  N.  Y. 

INTER-OFFICE  CORRESPONDENCE 


TO 

Mrs.  Henney 

DATE 

May  20,  1955 

FROM 

Eveljca  Davidson 

SUBJECT 

I am  enclosing  herewith  a letter  from  the  Swedenborg  Foundation 
w;.ich  speaks  for  itself. 

I do  hope  you  and  lir.  Henney  are  getting  a much  needed  rest. 
Kindest  regards. 


ED 


Teiephooe,  MUrrty  Hill  2-7567 


JOHN  F.  SEEKAMP 

Presidenl 

JOHN  S.  PECK 

Vice-President 


SWEDENBORG  FOUNDATION 

INCORPORATED 
Organized  in  1850  as 

The  American  Swedenborg  Priming  and  Publishing  Society 


The  Writings  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg 


51  East  Forty-second  Street 
New  York  17.  N.  Y. 


May  17 


American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 
15  West  l6th  St. , 

New  York,  N.Y. 

Dear  Sirs : 


JOHN  C.  HART 

Treasurer 

HENRY  W.  HELMKE 

Secretary  and  Manager 

MAY  2 0 iG53 
’ C 


For  your  information  there  is  enclosed  copy  of  a letter 
written  by  the  late  Reverend  Paul  Sperry  under  date  of  February  14, 
1949.  It  sets  forth  pretty  clearly  a situation  regarding  Miss 
Keller's  "My  Religion"  which  is  of  present  and  possibly  future 
Interest  to  this  Foundation. 

There  ^^at  present  before  us  requests  for  the  printing 
of  a German  and  a French  translation.  The  question  of  copyright 
or  publication  or  translation  rights  is  always  present.  We  are 
wondering  if  Miss  Keller  might  be  persuaded  to  assign  to  this 
Foundation  the  same  rights  which  she  assigned  to  Paul  Sperry  as 
indicated  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  letter? 

We  understand  that  your  Foundation  looks  after  at  least 
some  of  Miss  Keller's  business  matters,  and  we  assume  therefore 
that  you  would  know  how  to  go  about  this  matter  expeditiously, 
conslderlngthat  Miss  Keller  may  be  abroad  at  this  time. 

You  should  know  also  that  Miss  Keller  in  September  25, 

1928  gave  us  the  following  paper,  which  we  have  in  our  files: 

Received  from  the  Swedenborg  Foundation  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  as  complete  payment 
in  lieu  of  royalties  on  an  unlimited  edition  of  my 
book  "My  Religion"  which  the  Swedenborg  Foundation 
is  hereby  authorised  to  issue. 

Sept.  25,  1928  Helen  Keller. 

Thanking  you  for  whatever  help  you  may  be  able  to  extend  in 
the  above , we  are 


Very  truly  y^urs, 
SWEDP:^ 


INC. 


COPY 


3610  Veazey  Street  N.W. 
Washington  8,  D.C. 


February  14,  I949 


Dr.  Giorgio  Emanuele  Ferrari 
Blblloteca  Nazlonale  Marclana 
Venice,  Italy. 

Dear  Doctor  Ferrari: 

Your  welcome  letter  of  February  5th  Is  received  today.  I wish  to  reply 
promptly,  to  relieve  your  mind  of  concern  regarding  rights  to  publish  the 
Italian  translation  of  MY  RELIGION.  My  stipulation  about  royalty  was 
prompted  entirely  by  desire  to  see  Miss  Keller  benefltted  as  far  as  possible 
from  her  fine  and  generous  work  In  writing  the  book.  But  I feel  sure  her 
wish  would  be  to  exact  nothing  which  might  Interfere  with  the  publication 
and  wide  distribution  of  her  valuable  book. 

For  yourself,  and  some  others,  I think  I should  recite  a little  of  the 
history  of  the  matter.  Not  knowing  that  Miss  Keller  was  at  work,  under 
contract,  writing  the  second  Instalment  of  her  autobiography,  I wrote  and 
asked  her  to  write  a book  on  Swedenborg,  Because  of  deep  Interest,  she 
began  work  at  once  on  the  book,  and  MY  RELIGION  was  the  result.  On  July  13, 
1927  I received  the  following  document,  'onasked  for. 

I hereby  assign  to  Rev.  Paul  Sperry  all  rights  of 
translation  of  "My  Religion"  and  all  rights  connected 
with  the  publication  thereof  In  languages  other  than 
English, 

(Signed)  HELEN  KELLER 

Witness:  (Signed)  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY 

July  7,  1927. 

With  the  above  was  an  accompanying  letter  from  Miss  Polly  Thompson, 

Miss  Keller’s  secretary,  saying.  In  part  "Mrs.  Henney  of  Doubleday  Page 
requested  me  to  send  the  enclosed  to  you.  Miss  Keller  would  write  hereself 
but  she  Is  deep  In  her  autobiography  and  Is  not  writing  letters  for  If  she 
does  It  breaks  the  train  of  thought  and  you  know  that  Is  disastrous,  etc. 
etc."  In  reply  to  this  letter  I wrote  "I  have  Just  received  the  letter  from 
Miss  Thompson  enclosing  the  assignment  of  foreign  language  translation 
and  publication  gttkt  rights  on  'My  Religion.’  I am  delighted  and  I thank 
you  very  much.  I shall  proceed  at  once  with  the  first  steps  toward  translation, 
chiefly  through  New-Church  ministers  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  I found  them 
much  Interested  In  the  undertaking,  and  I feel  sure  they  will  be  glad  to  do 
It  without  recompense.  I shall  of  course  bear  In  mind  the  matter  of  royalty 
to  you.  If  there  Is  publication  through  secular  channels.  And  I shall  try  tcP 
arrange  for  such  royalty,  even  In  the  case  of  publication  by  the  Church,  In 
case  they  think  they  can  possibly  afford  It,  I appreciate  this  further  evidence 
of  your  generous  Interest  In  the  development  of  public  knowledge  and 
appreciation  of  Swedembprg/" 

basis  of  my  effort  to  have  royalty  payments  to  Miss  Keller 
various  translations  and  publications  abroad  for  which  I 

arranged  have  been  with  that  \0%  royalty  stipulation.  But  the  financial 


2 


Dr.  Giorgio  E.  Ferrari 
February  14,  I949, 


3610  Veazey  Street  N.W, 
Washington  8,  D,C. 


Tt  leS  L°" 

caah  payments  for  rights  and  ali  ro?Siy  payments  I 

you  suggest,  complimentary  copies  which 

«ltls“S^Lsl«i:i1n'%r?Jt“anft?gIf  >--- /"bltlon  to  see  the 

readers,  I am  * ' sympathetic 


Sincerely  yours, 


(Signed)  Paul  Sperry 


COPY 
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mankind 


Saluting 


Helen  Keller 


May  2k,  1955 


Katharine  Cornell,  Chairman 

Marian  Anderson 

Bing  Crosby 

John  Daly 

Irene  Dunne 

Edna  Ferber 

Rev.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick 
Arthur  Godfrey 
J.  D.  Gortatowsky 
A.  Whitney  Griswold 
Hon.  Herbert  Hoover 
Wilbur  K.  Jordan 
H.  V.  Kaltenborn 
Fritz  Kreisler 
Eva  LeGallienne 
Guthrie  McClintic 
Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 
Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale 
Jane  Pickens 
Dr.  Daniel  A.  Poling 
Mary  Roberts  Rinehart 
Eleanor  Roosevelt 
Peter  J.  Salmon 
Brig.  Gen.  David  Sarnoff 
Bishop  Henry  Knox  Sherrill 
Robert  Sherwood 
Rabbi  Abba  Hitlel  Silver 
Ed  Sullivan 

Arthur  Hays  Sulzberger 
Lowell  Thomas 
James  Thurber 
Hon.  Harry  S.  Truman 
Thomas  J.  Watson 
William  Ziegler,  Jr. 


Mrs.  Nella  B,  Henney 
Snowville,  N.H. 

Dear  Nella; 

I am  enclosing  a batch  of  press  clippings  from  India  and 
Pakistan  which  I hope  will  prove  useful  to  you.  If  not,  let 
me  know  and  perhaps  I can  find  what  you  are  looking  for. 

Helen  made  her  trip  to  South  Africa  in  1951  and  went  to 
South  America  in  1953. 

John  Hitz  was  bom  on  September  II4.,  1828,  in  Switzerland, 
and  died  in  March  1908  in  Washington.  He  was  the  first  super- 
intendent of  the  ¥olta  Bureau  (Alexander  Graham  Bell  Association 
for  the  Deaf).  In  an  article  written  by  Helen  Keller  entitled 
"John  Hitz  As  I Knew  Him”,  Helen  described  him  as  her  ’’foster 
father”.  This  information  comes  from  the  Volta  Bureau  in  Wash- 
ington, of  which  Mr.  Hitz  ras  a Director. 

As  to  the  letters  to  Helen,  Mrs.  Seide  is  still  digging  in 
her  files.  But  meanwhile,  I have  come  up  with  these  possibili- 
ties; 

(1)  A woman  in  Germany  wrote  to  Helen  asking  if  Helen  could 
find  her  a job  in  the  U.S.  for  three  months  so  that  she  could  earn 
enough  money  to  buy  a tombstone  for  her  late  husband. 

(2)  A man  describing  himself  as  a talented  musician  and  com- 
poser — and  evidently  on  the  rebound  after  an  unrequited  love 
affair  — asked  Helen  if  she  could  find  a wife  for  him.  Noting 
that  his  unhappy  amorous  adventure  had  "natured  him",  he  asked 
Helen  to  find  for  him  a good-looking  and  cultured  blind  woman 
between  the  ages  of  20  and  35,  an  idealist  and  one  who  could 
appreciate  his  art,  preferably  one  trained  as  a singer,  author  or 
sculptor.  Oh  yes  — she  would  need  a dov/ry  also. 

(3)  There  are  many  examples  of  parents  who  feel  their  children 
are  talented  musically  and  who  ask  Helen  to  send  them  a piano. 


American  Foundation  for  the  Blinds  Inc.  • American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 


I am  sure  Davie  will  have  a good  deal  to  add  to  this,  especially 
in  some  of  the  letters  Helen  received  from  school  children.  These 
might  be  particularly  touching. 

Hope  all  is  well  with  you,  and  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you 

soon. 


P.S.  Mrs.  Seide  has  just  sent  up  a file  of  prize  letters  which  I 
am  quickly  enclosing  herewith. 


Cordially, 


Wd 

Director  of  Public  Information 


WFtip 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  PuMisIif  '5  Madison  avenue,  new  YORK  22  - Murray  hill  8-5300 


June  1,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

Our  institutional  department  is  mailing  out  1700  copies 

of  the  poster  which  I'm  sure  you’ve  seen in  blue,  a 

picture  of  Helen,  with  the  headline  "Join  America  in  saluting 
Helen  Keller,  inspiration  to  all  mankind.  " 

We've  just  had  sales  conference  and  I think  you'll  be 
pleased  to  know  that  the  salesmen  were  really  stimulated 
and  excited  about  the  prospect  of  TEACHER.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  they  really  got  the  idea . 


Yours, 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


KMc:bne 


Tokio  June  h,  1955 


Thank  you  dear  l^ella  for  cable  home  9th 
love  Helen  and  Polly. 


Telcphooe,  MUntj  Hill  2*7>67 


JOHN  P.  SEEKAMP 

President 

JOHN  S.  PECK 

Vice-Presideot 


SWEDENBORG  FOUNDATION 

INCORPORATED 

Organized  in  1850  as 

The  American  Swedenborg  Printing  and  Publishing  Society 
The  Writings  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg 

51  East  Forty-second  Street 
New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


JOHN  C.  HART 

Treasurer 

HENRY  W.  HELMKE 
Secretary  and  Manager 


June  6,  1955« 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney, 

Attorney  for  Helen  Keller, 

Poss  Mountain,  Snowvllle,  N.  H. 

Dear  Mrs . Henney : 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  May  15th  enclosing  assign- 
ment to  the  Swedenborg  Foundation  of  all  rights  of  translation 
and  publication  of  "My  Religion"  In  languages  other  than  English, 
being  the  same  rights, that  were  assigned  to  the  late  Rev.  Paul 
Sperry  on  July  7,  192?,  by  Miss  Keller, 

Your  kindness  In  sending  the  above  Is  appreciated. 


Yours  very  truly. 


Manager 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER.  JR.,  Prejid«nt 


■GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  V.c«.pf«,der»t 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


'AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I.N.T, 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

It  has  been  a distinct  pleasure  to  have  you  Join  in  the 
chortis  of  greetings  to  Miss  Keller  as  they  appear  in  the  Jvine 
issue  of  the  New  Outlook  for  the  Blind,  a copy  of  which  is 
enclosed.  Your  contribution  is  a significant  part  of  the 
total  effort. 

Yo\3T  generous  assistance  has  been  most  valuable  to  me 
personally. 

I know  Miss  Keller  will  be  happy  too  to  receive  your 
felicitations  in  this  form. 

If  you  would  like  additional  copies  of this  June  issue 
of  the  New  Outlook,  I will  be  happy  to  forward  them  to  you. 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  and  help. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WaTKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


■M,  ROBERT  BARNETT 

Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LLD. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


June  8,  1955 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Howard  M.  Liechty 

Managing  Editor 

New  Outlook  for  the  Blind 


HML:md 


'Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


June  9,  1955 


Dear  Nell  a: 

Here  is  a photostat  of  an  ad  which  the  salesmen  are  carrying  with 
them  as  they  go  out  to  get  their  advance  sale  on  TEACHER  It  gives 
a feeling  of  the  tone  that  we  hope  to  bring  to  these  ads . I thought 
it  would  please  you  to  know  that  the  advertising  department  was  abso- 
lutely fascinated  with  your  introduction,  and  they  felt  that  the  incident 
of  the  spelling  of  "water"  was  enormously  moving  and  amazingly 
contained  in  so  short  a space. 

1 hope  it's  a little  warmer  up  north  there  than  it  is  down  south  here. 
Its  52  degrees  this  morning! 


Yours, 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville 

Conway,  New  Hampshire 


KMc:bne 

enclosure 


N 


The  new  hook  by  Heler*  IC^IIcr-  tine  courageous 
blind,  deaf,  mtite  woman  who  has  become  an 
inspiration  to  the 


.\\\;/.  SUI.I.IWW  iirnvcd  iii 
\/ivs  Keller  u;i.s  mv  years  old.  bill 
ii/iat  Helen  came  to  think  of  as  her  ''snnl's  birtliday.  " 
".\miie  Snlliviin  iKgaii  al  onee  s|)ellwig  into  Helen’s 
/land,  sininig  the  word  to  the  aelioii.  the  aetioii  to  the 
word,  and  the  ehild  res/xmded  In  imitating  the  linger 
motions  like  a bright,  iiiqmsitive  animal  It  tmk  a monlli 
to  reaeii  the  liiimaii  mind  On  .\pril  5,  the  |)lia/ilom  Helen 
made  coiifael  with  realils.  Wlide  ,\mne  Sullivan  |)imi;x.-d 
naler  mer  lier  hand  it  came  to  the  ehild  in  a Hash  that 
water,  wherever  it  was  lonnd.  nas  ualer.  and  that  the 
linger  motions  she  had  fiist  lelt  on  her  palm  meant  water 
and  notinng  else  In  that  tlirillnig  moment  she  lonnd  the 
ke\  to  her  kingdom  I vers  thing  had  a name  and  she  had 
a Has  to  learn  the  names  She  lornied  a (;iiesfioM  h\  ixilnt- 
nig  to  \miie  Snihvan  " I eaeher'  . \nnie  re()lied  " 

— I roni  the  mlrixliietion 


TEACHER 

Anne  Sullivan  Macy 

A BIOGRAPHY  BY 

HELEN  KELLER 

author  of  ’’THI  STOPtV  OF  MV  I.IFB." 

* ciaaaic.  conlmuoualy  in  print  for  mora  than  50  yaara 


At  aM  bookaaiiara.  ^4  50 


OOUBLIOAV 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Puhlislu  '5  madison  avenue,  new  YORK  22 - Murray  hill  8-5300 


June  15,  1955 


Dear  Nella; 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  two  letters . Kate  is  searching  wildly  to 
find  out  what  is  happening  to  your  $250  check  which  was  ordered 
May  4th.  As  you  say,  it  may  be  foundering  in  Garden  City  although 
it  shouldn't  be.  Anyway,  there's  no  question  but  what  it's  coming. 

I just  discovered  that  the  girls  are  back,  and  of  course  I will  pass  on 
to  them  some  of  the  information  I've  been  giving  you. 


Meanwhile,  the  pictures  have  come  up  and  we  are  i^ed  of  captions . 

I'm  including  them  herewith.  We  have  decided  to  use  these  as  a center 
signature  rather  than  a series  of  laps . This  means  that  if  you  wish  to 
you  can  treat  your  captions  as  a continuous  narrative  since  it's  probable 
that  people  will  read  straight  through  the  picture  section.  If  this 
arrangement  bothers  you  let  us  know  and  we'll  try  to  change  matters, 
although  I think  Sabra's  done  a rather  nice  job  as  it  stands . 

I can  well  imagine  you'll  be  delighted  to  have  the  birthday  over  . 

As  for  the  Braille  Poet's  Guild  in  Taunton,  and  their  edition  of  Helen's 
poem  THE  SONG  OF  THE  STDNE  WALL,  of  course  we  understand  that 
perfectly . 

Very  best  to  you. 


, Hb  III  nj»rnp^hivp  Arcan  Ridge,  RFD,  Westport,  Connecticut 


Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 


c/o  Keller 


KMc:bne 


end. 


and  ^1/le.zziCt  cd\/{aynaxd 

148  WASHINGTON  STREET 
TAUNTON.  MASSACHUSETTS 
TELEPHONE  3-3783 


June  21,  1955 

Dear  Kiss  Henney: 

Your  words  in  tribute  to  Helen  Kel±er  in  the 
current  New  Outlook  for  the  Blind  was  beautiful  and 
touching,  ahe  will  appreciate  those  thoughts  of  yours 
along  with  many  others  so  veil  put.  Richard  Kinney's 
message  was  most  apt  I thought. 

Our  little  tribute  to  Miss  Keller  requtred  doing 
another  run-off  and  we  again  have  some  copies. 

I guess  perhaps  I was  too  eager  on  the  second  order. 

If  you  should  knoi;  of  people  who  might  like  furthei- 
copies  I have  the  aper  bound  copies  at  iiand. 

As  I am  v.T?iting  you,  rain  is  bursting  from  the 
heavens,  thunder  is  rumbling  even  my  desk  on  which 
the  typewriter  should  serve  as  a firming  anchor. 

My  seeing  eye  guide  dog  is  quite  unhappy  with  the 
wrestlessnesE  of  the  whipping  wind  tha's  blowing  the 
storm  against  the  building  nere.  Eai..ier  it  nad 
been  awfully  sunnyand  most  cheerful.  It  .s  reflective 

of  so  many  lives.  Ceroa  y Lr.  Kexier  knew  the  storms 

first  and  discovered  the  rainbow  and  later  the  glow 
of  eternal  sunshine  for  hcx’telf  and  others.  Well, 
definitely  this  was  not  Intended,  however  appropriate,  perhaps. 

A Miss  Louise  Field,  locaially  living  at  the 
Taunton  Inn,  Taunton,  Mass.,  practically  worships 
Dr.  Keller.  She  sent  $25  of  hard  earned  money  to 
a drive  conducted  under  the  name  of  Cornell  at  the 
foundation  address,  and  seax..  were  Inclosed — I honestly 
hope  Helen  Keller  gets  it  as  represented — if  she 
gets  it  Miss  field  will  be  ever  so  happy. 

Well,  this  is  a most  peculiar  note.  I simply 
Intended  to  state  I thought  you  did  a nice  Job, 
remembering  a most  deserving  lady. 

Respectfully 
Merrill  A.  Maynard 


doubleday  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Putliillf^  ^575  MADISON  avenue,  new  YORK  22  - MURRAY  hill  8-5300 


Dear  Nella: 

I’m  interested  in  all  the  information  that  you  gave  Barbara  Elias 
for  me  in  connection  with  Helen  Keller  Day.  Eighteen  thousand  pieces  of 
unopened  mail  is  really  frightening! 

Enclosed  is  our  release  about  Helen. 

You  have  seen  a sample  of  the  2,  000  posters  we  have  sent  to  libraries . 
Also  enclosed  is  the  release  the  salesmen  are  carrying  on  TEACHER. 

I'm  attempting  windows  in  the  Doubleday  bookshops . 

Very  best  to  you. 


June  21,  1955 


Yours, 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
c/o  Keller 

Arcan  Ridge,  R.F.D. 
Westport,  Connecticut 


KMC-.bne 

enclosure 


LOUISE  THOMAS-Dircctor  of  Promotion 

HELEN  CROSBY-Assistant 

PYKE  JOHNSON,  JR.- Publicity  Manager 


DOUBLEDAY  S COMPANY,  INC.,  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22,  N.  Y.  / MUrray  Hill  8-5300 


Katharine  Cornell  announced  last  week  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  representatives  of  education,  religion,  business,  industry 
and  the  arts  to  arrange  a celebration  of  the  seventy-fifth  birthday  of 
Helen  Keller,  The  blind  and  deaf  teacher  and  author  will  be  honored 
on  June  27. 

Former  Presidents  Herbert  Hoover  and  Harry  S.  Truman  will  serve 
on  the  committee,  of  which  Miss  Cornell  is  chairman.  The  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 
created  the  committee. 

Other  members  are:  Marian  Anderson,  Bing  Crosby,  John  Daly, 

Irene  Dunne,  Edna  Ferber,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick,  Arthur 
Godfrey,  J.  D.  Gortatowsky,  A.  Whitney  Griswold,  Wilbur  K.  Jordan  and 
H.  V.  Kaltenbom, 

Fritz  Kreisler,  Eva  LeGallienne,  Guthrie  McClintic,  Edward  R. 
Murrow,  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr.,  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Norman 
Vincent  Peale,  Jane  Pickens,  the  Rev,  Dr.  Daniel  A.  Poling,  Mary  Roberts 
Rinehart,  Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and  Peter  J.  Salmon, 

David  Samoff,  Robert  Sherwood,  Bishop  Henry  Knox  Sherrill, 

Rabbi  Hillel  Silver,  Ed  Sullivan,  Arthur  Hays  Sulzberger,  Lowell  Thomas, 
James  Thurber,  Thomas  J.  Watson  and  William  Ziegler,  Jr, 


HELEN  KELLER  ANNIVERSARY 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22-  MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


June  24,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  letter  of  June  20th.  I appreciate  very 
much  the  TEACHER  captions  which  are  just  right. 

The  galleys  are  ready  and  they  will  be  sent  to  Snowville. 

Thanks  for  passing  on  to  me  the  moving  description  of  what  went  on 
at  Harvard.  I followed  it  in  the  newspapers  but  I can  well  imagine 
what  that  moment  must  have  meant  to  you  and  Polly,  who  could  see  it, 
and  to  Helen,  who  could  feel  it.  There  was  a really  wonderful 
picture  of  Helen  in  the  Herald  Tribune  the  next  morning,  which  y>u 
probably  saw. 

One  other  thing;  will  there  be  a dedication  in  addition  to  the  title  and 
subtitle,  which  now  read; 


TEACHER 
Anne  Sullivan  Macy 

A Tribute  by  the  Foster  child  of  Her  Mind 


Yours, 


Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


KMC;bne 


^ ?|  I ^ i'i' 


Miss  Rebecca  mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
796  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29,  OHIO 


THE  DAY. 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

I know  you  are  in  Westport  toda3’-,  and  I 
wish  I were!  I just  want  to  tell  you  how  much  I 
enjoyed  your  article  in  the  New  York  Times  Magazine 
yesterday.  You  never  forget  to  bring  Teacher  into 
your  accounts  of  Helen,  and  so  manj’-  pec^ple  do  these 
daysl  I loved  the  article. 

I hope  someone  will  write  roe  about  the 
small  birthday  party  today-  I wish  Mildred  had  gone 
for  the  day,  as  I think  it  would  have  meant  much  to 
them  both.  I haven't  heard,  but  I don't  tflink  she  did. 
I was  so  disgusted  that  the  local  CB*J  station  did 
not  carrjr  "The  Unconquered"  j'esterday.  I even  called 
the  I&yor,  and  he  uid  his  best,  but  "local  committ- 
ments", WHICH  PAY,  prevented.  What  a world  we  live  ini 


Most  cordially,  ^ 


i: 


Mrs.  CooliJqe  RoadForl«  Mortliampfon,  M assacliusetis 


June  27»  1955 


Mr.  Ken  McCormick, 

New  York,  N.v. 

Dear  Mr.  McCormick: 

Thank  you  for  sending  me  the  galley  proof  of 
Miss  Keller's  forthcoming  book,  "Teacher". 

I shall  enjoy  reading  it  but  do  not  feel  that 
I can  comply  with  your  request  for  a comment 
upon  it  owing  to  the  large  number  of  similar 
requests  which  I receive. 

No  book  written  by  Miss  Keller  needs  "promotion" 
I am  one  of  her  enthusiastic  admirers,  as  who 
isn't? 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Calvin  Coolidge 


LILLIAN  EICHLER  WATSON 
3355  Seventy. FOURTH  Street 
Jackson  Heights.  New  York 


June  28,  1955 


Mrs.  Keith  Henny, 

Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henny: 

It  has  been  a long  time  since  we 
have  had  any  communication,  and  perhaps 
you  have  long  since  forgotten  me.  But  I 
feel  I must  write  and  congratulate  you 
on  your  recent  article  about  Helen  Keller 
in  the  N.Y.  Times  Magazine.  It  is  so 
beautifully  and  sensitively  written  --  a 
superb  tribute  to  a suberb  individual  I 
My  family  and  I enjoyed  it  thoroughly. 

Kindest  regards  and  best  wishes  from 
Dr.  Watson  and  myself. 


MRS.  WILLIAM  H.  PDWELL 
522  JONES  AVENUE 
WAYNESBORO.  GEORGIA 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


June  29,  1955 

Dear  Nella: 

I hope  we  don't  get  too  many  letters  like 
Mrs.  Coolidge's.  I’d  rather  have  quotes  and 
not  so  much  politeness. 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


KMcibne 

enclosure 


JOHN  A 
JAMES  1 


SCHWARTE, SLADE.  HARRINGTON  a GOLDSMITH 
LAWYERS 

SARATOGA  SPRINGS.  N Y. 

398  BROADWAY 

Mrs.  John  A.  Slade 

Chestwood 

398  Broadway 

Saratoga  Springs 

New  York 

Jxme  30,  1955. 


Dear  Nella, 


SLADE 

HARRINGTON 


After  all  these  years  to  be  writing  againl.  It 
was  December  l5,  1936,  that  you  sent  us  yotir  book, 

ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY;  we  enjoyed  reading  it,  altho  enjoyed 
is  actually  a weak  word,  here,  for  while  we  did  enjoy,  we 
were  also  bowled  over,  tremendously  moved  and  filled  by 
such  awe  and  wonder  at  what  Anne  accomplished,  as  no  words 
can  describe.  Prom  that  time  on,  I have  read  the  book  at 
intervals  of  two  or  three  years,  always  more  impressed  and 
always  finding  a personal  aid-to-courage  from  it;  after 
reading  your  fine  article  in  the  New  York  Times  Sunday, 

I have  again  read  your  work  from  cover  to  cover.  Now  that 
I am  68  and  John  is  73,  it  may  well  be  that  we  appreciate 
to  the  full,  the  miracle,  the  stupendous  miracle,  that  Mrs. 
Macy  was,  herself;  she  also  performed  a miracle,  of  course; 
but  when  I consider  the  ho\ars  and  days  and  months  and  years 
of  her  untiring  work--and  what  work,  Nellal--!  am  so  over- 
whelmed that  again  I am  at  a loss  for  words  to  express  my 
feelings.  I admire  Helen  Keller,  of  course;  she  is  an 
extraordinary  person,  but  always,  since  I read  your  book, 

Anne  has  been  the  one  I have  thou^t  of,  and  speculated  upon: 
how  could  she  have  the  eternal  patience,  and  strength  of  mind 
and  co\arage,  to  carry  on  for  so  many  many  years?  I have 
always  been  glad  that  you  gave,  so  fully,  an  account  of  her 
early  years,  those  days  in  the  dreadful  "Poor-house,"  which, 
through  yoijr  pen,  equals  anything  Dickens  ever  wrote  on  the 
same  subject;  without  these  horrible  years  of  hardships,  I 
question  that  Anne  Sullivan  would  have  had  the  bull-dog 
courage  and  tenacity  she  possessed. 

You  can  see  how  stirred  I am  by  my  umpty-umph 
reading  your  life  of  Anne.  I have  cut  out  and  put  in  the 
book  the  Times  article,  and  pasted  those  wonderful  "hands" 
on  a blank  page,  ijdiere  nothing  interferes:  I had  no  idea 
Helen's  fingers  were  quite  as  "stubby,"  which  brings  me  to 
a question  I want  to  ask  you:  can  you  tell  me  what  books, 
or  book,  on  Mrs.  Macy  or  Helen  Keller  we  can  read,  which 
explains  the  system  Anne  used,  in  her  finger-tapping  upon 


SCHWARTE, SLADE. HARRINGTON  S GOLDSMITH 
LAWYERS 

SARATOGA  SPRINGS.  N Y. 

396  BROADWAY 

JOHN  A SLADE 

JAMES  T.  HARRINGTON  — — 2 “ “ 


At 

Helen's  hand?  I am  perplexed  to  the  point  of  madness,  attempt- 
ing  to  figure  out,  or  imagine,  how  Anne,  througih  her  fingers, 
in  that  small  space,  managed  to  make  it  possible  for  Helen  to 
finally  graduate,  cum  laude,  from  Radcliffe,  and  to  know  well, 
and  use,  English,  Latin,  Greek,  French,  and,  as  I recall, 
other  languages.  I am  asking  you  to  advise  me,  to  save  a trip 
to  a Library,  for  I am  far  from  well  and  easily  exhausted: -- 
easily  for  me,  I should  add.  My  vigorous  life  is  over, 
naturally,  but  I do  manage  to  look  after  our  nice  old  home  and 
to  make  it  (I  hope)  a comfortable  and  happy  one,  for  John. 

Your  sister  and  I wrote  back  and  forth  for  some 
time  after  Yaddo's  "Arts  in  the  Theatre,"  at  Trluna,  and  then, 
as  happens,  our  letters  gradually  ceased;  Ann  was  of  enormous 
help  to  me  during  that  exciting  and  often  hell-ish  season. 

I have  always  felt,  in  spite  of  the  final  battle  in  which  the 
experiment  ended,  that  our  students  must  have  added  some  worth- 
while bits  of  knowledge  which  might  aid  them  in  this  perilous 
affair  called  living I --Even  to  understanding  the  foibles  and 
weaknesses  of  an  excellent  faculty,  for  most  certainly,  when  we 
sum-up  that  summer,  the  students,  and  not  the  teachers,  carried 
off  every  single  honor.  I hastily  add,  in  my  opinion^  although 
I can't  see  how  anyone  who  was  closely  connected  with  the 
school,  could  feel  otherwise.  Always  there  are  the  exceptions, 
in  both  student  and  instructor  groups,  just  to  prove  the  truth. 

Yoijr  article  in  the  Times  was  so  good  to  read. 
Incidentally,  I have  had  no  trouble  in  deciding  upon  my  own 
personal  "one  proud  distinction,"  and  I am  grateful  to  Hazlitt, 
and  to  you  for  quoting  him,  for  those  words i Mine  is  being 
John's  wife  for  close  to  fifty  years  1 I have  often  tried  to 
describe  how  I feel  about  this,  and  now  I have  the  wording 
which  satisfies  me:  someone  this  spring  mentioned  my  "solid 

shelf  of  books,"  but  the  years  with  John  are  far  more  important 
to  me. 

I should  love  to  hear  of  your  sister:  I think  of 
her,  sitting  at  her  typewriter,  hour  after  hour,  pounding  away, 
and  then  doing  so  many  nice  things  for  so  many  of  us,  in-between 
work;  and  always  cheerfully,  too. 

John  joins  me  in  best  regards  and  appreciation,  to 
which  I add  my  affection  for  you  and  Ann. 

As  ever,  , i \ 
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Edward  L.Wertheim 


11  West  4-2nd  Street 
New  York  36,  N Y. 


WISCONSIN  7 5970 


July  1,  1955 


Miss  Nella  Braddy  Heimey 
c/o  New  York  Times 
Magazine  Seotion 
229  West  43rd  Street 
New  York  36,  N,  Y. 

Dear  Miss  Henney: 


May  I express  to  you  the  appreciation  of  the  Swedenborg 


Foundation  for  your  fine  article  on  Helen  Keller  in  the  New  York 
Times  of  J\ino  26,  1955# 


We  feel  it  is  an  excellent  article  truly  worthy  of  the 
prominent  place  given  to  it  in  the  Hew  York  Times  Magazine. 


Of  course  the  Swedenborg  Foundation  is  especially 


appreciative  of  the  appraisal  you  made  of  Helen  Keller’s  indebted- 
ness to  Emanuel  S-wedenborg.  Followers  of  Swedenborg  are  eager  that 
as  many  people  as  possible  should  know  about  him, so  such  a presen- 
tation is  a groat  satisfaction  to  all  Swedenborgians# 


No  doubt  you  knov/  that  Mr,  John  F,  Seekamp,  president 


of  the  Swedenborg  Fotmdation  presented  a copy  of  Miss  Keller’s  book 
"Ity  Heligion"  to  Mr.  Abo  Stark,  Acting  Mayor  of  New  York  City  and 
35  copies  to  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  the  City  Councilmen  on 
Miss  Keller’s  75th  birthday. 


Of  coxirse  you  have  read  this  book  and,  likely,  have  a 


copy.  Should  you  wish  other  copies  for  your  friends,  they  will  be 
available  to  you  without  oost  from  us  if  you  7dli  let  us  know. 


« 


Sincerely, 


ELTf;  cm 


^WinJuvrs-jit 


Dear  Nella, 

A most  interesting  article  in  Sunday's  Times. 
And  reading  it  makes  me  realize  how  life  is  slipping 
away  and  we  do  not  see  friends  and  do  so  many  things  X 
planned,  Notl^ding  would  please  me  more  than  to  have 
a visit  from  J'ou  and  your  husband.  Just  let  me  know 
a few  hours  ahead. 

We  arrived  J\ine  have  been  bus^ 

as  bees  getting  things  settled  for  living.  Win  does 
gardening  in  the  spare  time.  We  have  the  prettiest 
one  this  year  we  have  had  thus  far.  He  is  lesiming  jAX 
what  to  plant  inorder  to  have  blooms  from  the  time 
we  arrive  until  we  leave, 

Winthrop— believe  it  or  not—  is  20  and  will 
leave  Wed,  for  Harvard  sxammer  school.  He  has  some  things 
he  wants  to  bake  which  he  is  finable  to  get  into  regular 
schedxile  in  the  winter.  He  will  be  Jr,  at  Princeton 
next  year.  At  present  he  is  racing  his  I8  foot  knock- 
about and  looks  from  here  as  if  he  will  come  in  third. 

He  plansto  he  home  on  week-ends  to  race  on  Saturdays, 

Our  life  is  simple — filled  with  sailing, 
gardening,  reading  and  the  like.  We  will  look  forward  t o 
sharing  it  with  you. 

Sincerely 


Q?-.  Pouu^  % (h.  OLL&juJj(^ 
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Jones 

9t9  LINOALE  AVENUE 
DREXEL  HILL.  PENNA. 


July  5,  1955 


N.Y.  Times  Magazine  Section 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Hennoy, 

I w-as  very  much 

interested  in  your  recent  article  on  Helen  Keller. 

I wottld  appreciate  it  if  you  vdll  solve  one  question 

for  me.  It  has  been  in  my  mind  for  many  years  as 

I have  foUoired  her  career. 

The  question  is;  over  the  years  - 
beQrfinning  let  los  say  ^dth  the  hiring  of  Miss 
Sullivan  - thru  hera  education  and  full  life, 

DID  TliE  MONEY  Cd'G  FROM? 

Thesis  purely  an  academln  and  personal  question: 

absolutely  no  motive  behind  the  aslcing  except  vAiat 

might  bo  called  "curiosity",  I guess  I 

Sincerely, 

(P' 

lirs.  John  P.  Jones 
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MISS  Rebecca  Mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


July  6,  1955. 


Dear  Mrs.  Heimey: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter,  and  for 
telling  me  about  the  birthday.  I didn’t  wire  Helen, 
because  I sent  a box  ccsntaining  several  gifts,  which 
I’m  sure  she  won*t  have  time  to  open  for  some  time. 

But  I’m  glad  I didn’t  add  to  your  burden  by  wiring  I 
I’m  writing  for  a spefific  reason,  as 
I just  had  a brairu- storm.  When  you  or  the  Foundation 
asked  me  for  pictures  of  Teacher  for  Helen  *s  book,  I 
felt  I had  none  to  offer,  because  all  of  mine  in  the 
collection  have  been  published,  and  I have  only  one 
on  mj^  walls  that  has  never  been  published.  That  one 
was  taken  in  Forest  Hills  with  Helen  and  me.  I felt 
that  because  I am  on  it,  it  would  not  do.  However, 

I’ve  just  thot  of  a way  to  eliminate  me — ^by  printing 
only  the  too  heeds.  Teacher's  and  Helen's,  which  conld 


easily  be  done,  as  I'm  on  the  floor,  Helen  is  seated, 

I 

and  Teacher  is  standing.  It  is  so  darling  of  Teacher, 
that  I'm  terribly  sorry  now  I didn't  have  it  copied 
and  send  it.  Is  there  still  time?  If  there  is.  I'll 
gladly  have  a photograph  made  of  it,  AT  Mi'’  EXPENSE, 
and  send  it  either  to  yov  or  to  the  publisher . jind  if 
I do,  shall  I have  mj'self  eliminated  or  just  send  the 
whole  picture?  Please  1 at  me  know,  because  I'm  f tilled 
with  regrc-^'6’;  it  is  so  darling  of  'ji^acher. 

I wish  it  were  possible  for  me  to  get 
an  advance  copy  of  the  book,  not  because  I den  *t 
expect  to  live  until  its  publication,  for  the  doctors 
say  lean  live  tebe  very  old,  but  because  I've  been 
so  miserable,  and  want  so  much  to  read  it  as  soon 
as  possible.  I guess  I'll  have  to  possess  mj'self  with 
patience  until  Sept.  88,  which  I think  is  the 
publicaticn  date. 


Host  slnoorely, 

S 

for  the  birthday  1 


Doubleday  Company,  Inc.,  675  .Madison  jI venue,  .Mew  York  22  Murray  mu  s-ssoo 


J-ily  3,  1053 


□ear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  letter  of  July  1st.  I'm  relieved- to  see  that 
you  made  it  back  to  Snowvllle,  and  1 hope  that  you’re  beginning  to  sit 
up  and  take  nourishment  again.  The  galleys  are  here  safely;  thanks 
for  their  prompt  return. 

We  have  just  received  a contract  for  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  along 
with  four  copies  of  the  book  translated  into  Japanese.  The  Japanese  are 
very  efficient  in  these  matters;  tiiere'sno  sense  in  haggling  about 
details  until  there's  an  actual  book,  at  which  point  it's  too  late  to  haggle! 
I’ve  sent  them  up  to  Helen  because  I thin'c  she  and  Pally  vvill  get  a lau^ 
out  of  such  naive  business  managers naive  but  effective! 

Best  io  you  i.kI  iCeith  for  a good  summer. 


Yours, 


Ken  NfcCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Hemiey 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


KMC:bne 


COLUMBIA  PICTURES  CORPORATION 

729  SEVENTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  19.  N.  Y. 


OFFICE  OF  THE 
EASTERN  STORY  EDITOR 

Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville 
Hew  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella  Henney: 

By  the  usual  long  arm  of  John  J.  Coincidence,  I had  dinner 
last  night  with  Josephine  LeSueur,  and  told  her  I would  be 
writing  you.  We  hoped  you  were  both  well,  and  reminisced 
happily  until  your  ears  may  well  have  glowed.  Josephine  and 
Bob  are  cherishing  every  weekend  they  can  squeeze  in  Oakdale, 
L.I.,  and  your  o\m  summer  residence  makes  me  feel  cool  r just 
to  pronounce  the  address.  We  have  what  is  known  as  a heat  wave. 

But  to  get  back  to  the  warm  Columbia  office: 

The  studio  has  written  asking  us  to  get  advance  coverage 
on  TEACHER,  More  i'^emorles,-  and  Doubleday  tells  me  you  have 
all  the  galleys.  I know  you're  probably  buttoning  up  some 
last  details,  but  when  and  if  we  could  see  ai ything, -script 
or  proof,  - we'd  be  extremely  grateful.  Or  perhaps  a word 
of  approval  from  you  in  writing  would  permit  Miss  Kaslow  bo 
unlimber  an  extra  carbon  she's  possibly  holding?  You  know 
how  Hollywood  is  about  wanti>^ng  to  see  material  well  ahead 
of  pub . date  I 

I hope  I haven't  crashed  in  on  you  at  an  exquisitely  incon- 
venient and  busy  moment.  Have  a good  siammerl 

With  kindest  personal  regards, 

sincerely. 


Assistant  Story  Editor 


July  8,  1955 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


July  11,  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Ken,  as  you  know,  is  away  on  vacation  this 
month  but  the  galleys  of  the  pictures  for  TEACHER 
have  just  come  in,  and  I rush  them  on  to  you 
herewith.  If  at  all  possible  we'd  like  to  have 
them  back  within  the  week. 


Assistant  to 
Ken  McCormick 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
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MISS  REBECCA  MACK 
4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE,  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


July  11,  1955. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

Thank  you  for  your  letter.  I'm  sorry 
I'm  too  late  to  include  the  ^^cture  of  Teacher  and 
Helen  in  the  book.  If  only  I had  thot  sooner  how  it 
could  be  cut.  But  maybe  it  would  be  too  dark,  aru^how, 
as  it  is  a "v  ecy  dark  picture. 

I'm  sure  you  know  about  this  already, 
but  just  in  case  you  don't,  here  it  is:  Van  I'tyck 
Brooks  is  getting  a book  out  in  October,  "Helen  Keller j 
Sketch  for  a Portrait",  published  by  Dutton.  Of  coirse, 

I'm  eager  for  this,  too,  but  Ihonestly  don^t  see  how 

i 

he  can  write  a whole  book  about  her,  never  having 
known  Teacher!  I'laybe  I'm  wrong  and  prejudiced! 


I had  hoped  tint  Mrs.  Seide  from  the 


Foundation  would  help  Helen  with  all  her  birtxt^y 
thank-you  letters,  and  think  she  ought  tbl^e  taking 
much  more  of  the  load  o ff  of  Helen  than  Helen  has  ever 
permitted.  There  never  has  been  any  acknowledgement 
for  the  gifts  sent  to  the  Helen  Keller  Birthday  Fiind, 


and  Ihope  to  goodness,  she  doesn't  have  to  do  tMs 


herself,  too.  It  would  be  simpljr  awfulJ 

Hastily,  and  most  cordially. 
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Introduction 

by 

Done  )^ra  Hose 

To  showlne  of  'Helen  ^<-eller  In  Her  Storr*  o^or  BBC*TV 
lot 30  i**K«  Sunday,  June  I955 

It  has  always  boon  ono  of  ny  groateet  wishes  to  meet  Holon  Keller, 
to  know  that  eamoet  locendary  figure,  whose  ctory  has  captured  the 
Imagination  of  the  world}  but  so  far  1 have  been  unluoky.  We  always  soem 
Just  to  miss  each  other  when  I am  In  America,  But  this  sprlnc#  In 
Mew  Yojic,  I felt  I came  really  near  to  her,  when  I saw  this  film  which 
you  are  about  to  see.  It  was  made  by  two  groat  friends  of  Helen  roller’s 
and  of  mine}  Money  Hamilton,  as  producer,  working  In  close  cooperation  • 
with  the  celebrated  aotross,  Katharine  oamell,  who  s^aks  the  narration. 
Together  with  these  two,  I saw  a private  view  of  the  film.  Just  before 
I sailed  for  home,  and  nothing  has  ever  moved  me  more  thun  this  epic  of 
human  achievement. 

Kj  first  thought,  when  1 got  back  to  London^  ws^  to  find  Sonoone  who 
would  enable  you,  in  Uln^and,  to  see  It,  and  1 turned  to  my  friends  at 
the  BBC.  Such  was  their  Internet  and  enttw'slaam,  wlUila  •»  few 

hours  it  h».  boon  urtauood  tbat  u pa.t  of  tbs  *llm  should  uu  st;ow<. 
on  television.  In  honor  of  her  birthday.  Since  then,  1 have  heard 
that  similar  celebrations  are  taking  plaoo  in  many  countries,  including 
South  Africa,  Australia,  Jordan,  Lebanon,  Japan,  Manilla,  France,  Italy 
and  Jugoslavia,  Helen  Roller  has  been  to  many  of  these  oountries, 
during  the  drusadee  for  the  deeif  6ind  blind,  which  fill  so  larg  a 
part  of  her  life. 


I wish  there  ha-^.  been  tine  in  this  programme,  for  you  to  see  the  part 
of  the  film  that  shows  those  tours,  auid  the  Ir . e and  veneration  that 
greet  her  everywhere,  as  she  brings  hope  and  comms^e  to  thousands  of 
people. 


But  to  me,  the  suprmme  aohlovement  of  Helen  eller  lies  In  herself,  as 
a person.  With  sublime  courage  she  has  conquered  her  well-nigh  Insuper- 
able handicaps  and  created  a figure  brirarlng  ovor  with  light  and  heipplnas 
In  watching  the  story  of  her  llfo,  ono  never  thinks  *0h  poor  *»elen  Keller 
one  triumphs  with  her  In  the  rich  and  abundant  life  that  she  has  built 
for  herself  and  all  around  her,  with  the  help  of  Annie  Sullivan  and 
Polly  Thomson. 


You  will  see  in  the  picture,  how  much  these  two  wonder'ful  friends  have 
contilbuted  to  the  miraelb  that  Is  Helen  teller,  Polly  Ihomson  has 
boen  with  her  for  forty  years  emd  since  he  death  of  Annie  Sullivan,  she 
never  leaves  her.  Is  her  eyes  and  oars,  and  her  Intuitive  understand- 
ing Im  the  malnspi Ing  of  their  dally  lives. 


It  was  Annie  Sullican,  her  first  teacher,  whoso  Inspired  patience  ai^ 
Imagination  first  brought  light  to  her  darkness  and  gave  her  conprohwsio 
ofthe  outlsde  ;;irld.  This  truly  great  achievement  rovolutloniaed  the 
treatment  of  the  deaf  and  tks  blind,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  fa^ 
reaching  dovolopments  in  use  todays  In  JaPan  a fitting 
raised  to  what  the  world  owes  An^o  Stilllvan.  An  overlMtlng  shri^  hM 
been  built  to  the  groat  teacher.  Helen  Keller  lighted  the  first  candle, 
and  the  people  of  »apan  will  see  that  the  light  never  goes  out. 


And  Mow  let  us  look  at  the  film  and  ^elo  Keller  will 

throu(^  the  radlemce  of  her  s Irlt.  Until  1 saw  those  pictures  I had 


always  thouc^t  of  her  as  a aaenifloent  but  rather  aloof  figure.  Who 
eould  iBaclne  that  she  had  broken  >nncyprt«ga  throtigh  her  prison  walls 
to  become  the  personification  of  gaiety-g  .iety,  ooupled  witha  briliant 
intelligence  that  has  reached  out  to  gather  and  absozb  the  learning  and 
beauty  of  this  world,  and  in  ret  m,  has  given  to  humanity  a spiritual 
example  beyond  eQ.1  price. 


la  T9p2j  refiBr  to 

IFS/id 


July  U,  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Heimayt 

As  you  aay  knov«  aa  laportant  phase  of  the  work  of  the  U.S. 
loforBatlon  Ageney  Is  the  world*«i<ie  distribution  of  articles  and 
aaterlal  from  leading  Anerieao  publications. 

We  believe  that  your  very  fine  article  "Helen  Aellter  at  75t 
'Tranquil  azvi  Daafraidi"  \diich  appeared  in  the  Juxie  26  issue  of 
THK  HEW  7C£K  TDGS  M&GAZIHE  will  have  great  appeal  to  readers 
overseas.  May  ve  have  your  peraissioa  to  reprint  this  article  for 
distribatioa  to  all  of  our  posts  abroad  for  translati<m  and  possible 
republicatioa  in  the  foreign  press?  Credit,  of  course,  vilJ.  be 
given  to  you  and  the  initial  publisher.  TBS  KEU  TORK  TBES  has 
agreed  provided  we  obtain  your  consent. 

Since  nost  foreign  publishers  would  be  unable  to  reprint  the 
entire  article  because  of  space  Ualtations,  nay  we  have  perBlssl<m 
to  abridge? 

If  there  is  no  objection  to  the  proposed  use  of  your  article 
abroad,  please  sign  and  return  the  enclosed  copy  of  this  letter. 

A self-addressed  stai^>ed  envelope  is  enclosed  for  your  convenience. 

lour  co(^ratlon  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Sincerely  yours. 


WiUiaa  E.  Hutchinson,  Jr. 
Chief 

News  and  Features  Braneh 

Enclosures  I Press  Service 

1.  Copy  of  this  letter 

2.  Beture  envelope 


Mrs.  Rella  Henney, 

e/o  Hr.  WiUlan  Fiseher, 

Aaerlean  Foundatlcsi  for  the  Blind, 
15  West  16th  Street, 

New  Tbrk  City,  Hew  Tork 


Clearanoe  Orantedt 


IPS/^W : Jiloblns  on  s hi 
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R«8.  U.  S.  Pot.  Off. 

(A  Non-Prom  Corporotion)  *40  FIRST  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  16,  N.  Y.  Phone:  MUrroy  Hill  6-3110  Coble:  PARCELUS,  N,  Y. 

Drawer  "F"  BalDoa  Heights,  Canal  Zone 

14  July,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 


First,  let  me  report  to  you  on  my  all  too  brief  visit  with 
Helen  and  Polly  the  evening  of  July  6th.  I was  delighted  and 
no  little  relieved  to  find  them  both  looking  and  feeling 
so  well.  Polly's  condition  was  so  good  and  her  spirits  so 
high,  that  I would 'nt  have  remembered  about  the  operation  if 
she  had  not  mentioned  it. 

However,  the  thing  I wanted  to  talk  with  you  about  is  this: 
while  home  on  leave  in  June,  I saw  quite  a bit  of  TV.  Much  is 
trash,  but  one  good  program  (ithought)  was  "This  is  Your  Life" 
and  the  two  shows  I saw,  one  lauding  an  old  time  singer  of 
blues  songs  and  the  other  of  a young  doctor,  now  in  the  N&vy 
who  had  brought  health  to  a lost  reach  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mount- 
ains were  so  well  done  that  I began  to  dream  of  one  of  these 
programs  dedicated  to  Helen.  Then  I thought  some  more,  and  wond- 
ered whether  or  not  it  .vouid  be  dignified  enough,  whether  or  not 
some  might  object  feeling  that  it  was  an  exploitation  of  Helen 
(shades  of  Miss  Costello)  and  I wound  up  with  so  many  questions 
in  my  mind  that  I began  to  doubt  that  there  would  ever  be  accept- 
ance of  the  idea. 

Then  the  BRIGHT  Light  began  to  dawn;  Helen  has  had  her  share  of 
recognition,  but  there  is  Polly  who  for  more  than  forty  years 
has  done  a great  job  but  always  in  the  shadow,  either  of  Teacher 
or  of  Helen  herself.  Whether  she  ever  admits  it,  I have  alv/ays 
sensed  a hidden  longing  for  some  acknoiriedgement  of  the  contrib- 
ution that  has  been  her  life,  whici(^^e  wxirks  against  most  nobly. 
But  as  a certain  plateau  of  astivity  is  now  being  reached,  Nella, 
v/ould'nt  it  be  a most  appropriate  gesture.  Then  there  would  be 
these  side  values;  a spate  of  publicity  at  about  the  time  Helen's 
new  book  comes  out;  a little  more  attention  drawn  to  AFB  with 
possibility  of  new  donations  to  the  foundation;  unusual  gifts 
often  include  a cat,  and  the  gals  could  use  a new  one,(  a rather 
obscure  figure,  celebrated  for  his  escape  from  Devil's  Island 
received  a new  Lincoln  Mercuryl) 

The  plot  goes  like  this:  with  Helen  and  Kay  Cornell  cooperating, 
Polly  is  invited  by  Kay  to  attend  a certain  TV  show;  Helen  pleads 
a headache  Eund  stays  in  hotel  with  Nella;  Kay  and  Polly  start  for 
TV  theatre  as  Nella  and  Helen  by  another  route  arrive  there  first; 
Ralph  Edwards  has  gathered  backdtage  Helen,  Catherine  Cornell, 
Sophie  Tucker  and  many  another  famous  personage  including  some 
from  out  of  states,  as  Arturo  Edwards  of  Santiago  Chile;  he  te  lie 
of  the  little  Scots  lass  who  in  1914  started,  etc,  etc,  and  one 


I 

I at  a time  begins  to  bring  onto  the  stage  the  folk  with  whom  Polly 

has  worked  over  the  years,  starting  with  Helen  who  could  then  sit 
vith  Polly  to  comfort  her  as  the  story  of  a lil'e  of  service  is  un- 
folded. At  the  proper  time  Sophie  tells  of  their  days  in'vodvil" 
and  the  why  of  that,  some  one  from  Japan  at  the  time  of  their. visits 
there,  from  South  America,  Europe,  Asia,  etc,  etc. Properly  handled, 
it  would  also  sefve  to  create  a demand  for  a once-a-week  column 
by  Helen  (and  Polly)  that  should  keep  them  active  as  long  as  they 
can  keep  hand  to  typewriter. 

I wish  that  I might  have  the  occasion  to  discuss  this  in  detail 
with  you.  But  if  it  seems  to  make  sense  to  you, you  might  discuss 
the  idea  with  Miss  Cornell  or  other  persons  as  you  know  best. 

, Again,  it  will  give  Polly  a certain  bolstering  at  a time  that  she 

i needs  it,  it  would  draw  attention  to  the  new  book,  it  should  result 

I in  a few  gifts  of  a personal  nature,  and  if  well  handled,  some 

added  donations  to  APB.  On  the  debit  side,  it  might  be  subject  to 
certain  criticism  as  not  sufficiently  'dignified',  it  might  be  too 
I exciting  for  Polly,  although  if  properly  handled  I dont  feel  it 

I need  be;  certainly  it  would  be  an  artistic  triiunph  and  would  also 

serve  as  a public  thank  you  to  many  of  their  friends,  as  for 
example  Dr.  Berens  and  the  doctor  who  did  the  work  on  Polly's 
I jaw.  But  I'll  leave  those  decisions  to  you  and  Catherine,  or  any 

other  fellow-conspirator  you  select. 

Did  you  enjoy  the  Outlook?  I do  hope  that  the  publisher  will 
give  Helen  a brailled  copy  of  each  letter  in  full,  and  bound 
! in  an  appropriate  backing.  I thought  Mr.  Eagar's  letter  was  the 

most  delicate  and  moving,  and  Dr.  Stauffer  produced  a masterpiece. 

I The  sum  tbtal  was  a kind  of  biography  in  three  quarter  time. 

My  respects  to  Mr.  Henney,  whom  one  day  I trust  I'll  meet,  good 
health  and  spirits  to  you  until  I see  you  again,  and  love  to 
our  gals  when  next  you  see  them. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC. 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
, MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


b'-f- 


July  19,  1955 


Mrs . Nella  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
SnovArille,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Sabra  is  off  on  vacation,  as  you  know, 
so  I am  writing  to  you  in  her  place.  We 
cannot  send  you  the  originals  of  the  pictures 
from  TEACHER  for  quite  some  time.  The  signature 
you  saw  was  just  pasted-up  photostats. 

Thank  you  for  spotting  the  white  hand.  We 
have  had  the  photograph  retouched.  Enclosed 
is  a photostat  showing  what  has  been  done. 


Cordially  yours, 

Berenice  G.  Schuller 
Associate  Art  Director 


BGS:fls 
Enc . 


Volta  Bureau 


A Philanthropic  Information  Center  on  Deafness,  Established  in  1887  by  Alexander  Graham  Bell 


iirs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mra.  Henney: 

You  will  recall  that  In  your  letter  of  April  £6, 
which  was  enclosea  with  a package  of  seven  photo- 
graphs belonging  to  the  Volta  Bureau,  you  said  that 
the  publisher  of  Helen  Keller’s  bock  still  had  two. 

These  have  not  yet  been  returned  to  us  and  we  wonder 
If  the  publisher  should  not  have  a reminder. 

JVe  are  very  happy  to  have  any  of  our  photographs 
used.  It  Is  because  we  value  them  highly  that  I am 
cheeking  on  them  again. 


Headquarters  of  the 


Publisher  of  the 
VOLTA  REVIEW 


ALEXANDER  GRAHAM  BELL 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  DEAF, 
Incorporated 


Telephone,  ADams  2-0014 
% 


An  illustrated  monthly  magazine 
dealing  with  work  for  the  deaf 
and  the  hard  of  hearing 


1537  35TH  STREET,  N.  W. 
WASHINGTON  7,  D.  C. 


July  25,  1955 


Sincerely  yours, 


Ufrs.)  Laura  Stovel 
For  the  Volta  Bureau 


COOPERATIVE  FOR  AMERICAN  REMITTANCES  TO  EVERYWHERE,  INC. 


R«0.  U.  S.  Pal.  Off. 

(A  Non-Profit  Corporation)  660  FIRST  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  16.  N.  Y.  Phone:  MUrroy  Hill  6-3110  Cable:  PARCELUS,  N.  Y. 

Drawer  "F" 

Balboa  Heights,  C.Z. 

26  July,  1955 

Dear  Nella: 

Was  delighted  to  learn  that  you  feel  as  I do  about  a proper 
recognition  for  Polly  now  and  a rather  iwidely  publicized  one. 

The  reasons  for  rejecting  the  TV  idea,  however,  are  valid 
ones,  and  I go  along  with  you  in  discarding  them/  the  basic 
idea  then,  aind  how  to  impliment  it. 

There  are  those  testimonial  dinners,  big, expensive  unless 
organized  'dutch  treat'  style,  and  not  too  broadly  published, 
although  under  proper  auspices  this  might  be  the  platform  on 
which,  or  from  which  the  planned  action  might  take  place; 
a scroll  signed  by  scores  of  present  friends  (and  absent  ones), 
a hoard  of  presents,  large  and  small,  speeches  with  a part  of 
them  broadcasted,  flowers,  etc.  You  see  I'm  thinking  as  I write. 

I'm  sure  that  Vassar,  Smith,  Wellesley,  or  one  of  the  other 
women's  colleges  would  honor  Polly  as  one  of  the  real  Martha's 
of  this  age,  emphasising  her  self-negation  - and  the  next  time 
I'm  in  New  York  I'll  talk  with  Jane  Hoey,  ex-chief  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Bureau  in  Washington.  It  could  be  that  her  old  alma 
mater.  Holy  Cross  College,  Washington  D.C.  might  be  able  to  do 
something.  In  any  case,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  approach  should 
be  an  honor  to  one  who  has  given  of  every  ounce  of  strength  of 
body  and  mind,  and  who  has  been  pleased  to  serve,  and  to  remain 
completely  in  the  back  ground.  It  might  be  that  such  recognition 
could  be  coupled  with  an  evening  affair  such  as  the  dinner  I 
mention . 

This  would  bring  in  two  or  three  different  kinds  of  public 
expressions  of  appreciation  for  the  freedom  that  Polly  has  been 
able  to  purchase  for  Helen  at  the  cost  of  her  own  personality. 

If  all  of  this  could  be  done  at  birthday  time,  Polly's  or  Helen's, 
it  would  tie  together.  I do  feel  that  there  should  be  an  element 
Of  surprise,  aind  while  this  would  be  difficult  to  maintain  completely, 
the  appearance  of  Arturo  Edwards  of  Santiago,  Chile  would  be  that, 
cind  I'm  sure  he'd  bend  every  effort  to  Join  in  at  the  right  time. 

For  those  who  cannot  attend,  a tape  recording  might  be  assembled. 

I've  the  feeling  that  Bob  Barnett  might  not  be  interested  in  the 
early  planning,  but  feel  that  Eric  Boulter  would.  (Of  course  so 
would  Helen.)  It  would  seem  to  me  that  Polly  should  not  be  advised 
of  anything  until  the  plan  was  firm;  otherwise  she'd  twist  it  to 
Helen  s honor,  and  right  now  don't  you  agree  that  is  not  our 
thinking. 


Nella,  to  what  extent  would  other  friends  join  in  the  planning? 
Katherine  Cornell,  Nancy  Hamilton,  Dr,  Berens,  Sophie  Tucker  and 
others.  Who  would  best  meike  the  right  approach  to  one  of  the  big 
schools,  plan  the  dinner  or  party,  bring  in  fifteen  minutes  of 
coast  to  coast  broadcasting,  prepare  the  guest  list,  etc?  Would 
The  TIMES  do  it,  or  Helen's  publisher?  Why  don't  you  speak  to 
one  other  person,  perhaps  Helen  herself,  and  the  three  of  us  could 
be  the  initial,  idea  committee,  turning  the  chair  of  a larger 
group  over  to  a Big  Name,  such  as  Sophie  Tucker  (?)  or  you  name 
him.  Letters  should  be  arranged  to  come  in  from  such  persons  as 
f resident  Eisenhower,  ex-President  Truman,  Eleanor  Roosevellt  if 
she  cannot  attend  in  person.  General  Ibanez  of  Chile,  Cardenas  of 
Mexico,  etc,  etc,  not  forgetting  H. I ,H.  the  Princess  Takamatsu 
of  Japan.  Well,  right  here  we  could  go  on  and  on.  Why  not  speak 
to  Helen  about  it,  not  as  a forming  idea  but  as  a determined 
project,  and  if  she  puts  her  mind  to  it,  she  will  come  up  with 
something  colossal,  I know.  Count  me  in,  to  work  scheme  and 
plan;  even  to  connive  if  need  bel 


Nella,  has  any  thought  been  given  to  securing  a secretary  for 
the  girls?  I remember  that  thejr  tried  Polly's  niece  and  that  it 
did'nt  work  out;  she  felt  it  was  too  confining.  If  they  are  still 
looking,  my  old  secretary  in  Europe  is  now  at  liberty  and  she 
might  be  interested  andvould  well  fill  the  bill  I'm  sure.  A mature. 
South  German  gal  of  thirty  or  thirty  two  years  of  age,  Marianne 
Koenig  is  the  daughter  of  one  of  IBM's  European  officials,  and 
is  an  accomplished  stenographer,  typist  and  general  secretary 
with  a complete  knowledge  of  English  (no  accent),  German,  French 
and  speaks  and  reads  Spanish.  I think  she'd  be  willing  to  spend 
full  time  with  our  Pals,  and  would  fit  into  the  family  ambiante 
very  well,  doing  any  cooking,  etc,  as  the  need  developed.  As  she 
is  from  Stuttgart,  Swabia,  she  must  be  a bettet  than  average  cook. 
If  toe  gals  should  be  interested,  let  me  know  together  with  their 
frequirements,  and  I'll  drop  Marianne  a note  and  find  her  feelings. 

Nella,  time  has  come  for  us  to  re-settle  in  the  good  old  U.S.A. 
The  children  are  growing  up,  and  while  they  have  acquired  German 
and  Speuiish,  they  could  use  a little  colloquial  EnglishI  So  the 
decision  has  been  arrived  at;  namely  to  take  the  first  fairoffer 
that  develops.  When  you  talk  vri-th  Polly,  if  she  knows  of  any 
near  future  openings  in  AFB  or  AFOB,  please  let  me  know.  The  fiSd 
of  welfare  programming  and  development  seems  to  be  my  field,  and 
I'd  like  to  stick  to  it. 


Here  we  go,  the  self  appointed  committee  of  two,  and  I feel  we'll 
put  it  across.  Now  let  me  have  your  ideas. 
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Mr 3.  Nella  Hermay 

0/0  William,  Fischer 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  West  16th  Street 

New  York  City 


Desu*  Mrs.  Henneys 

Our  publication.  World's  News,  is  interested  in  obtain- 
ing reprint  rights  to  your  story,  "Helen  Keller  at  75s 
'Tranquil  and  Unafraid,'",  which  appeared  in  The  New  York 
Timas  Magazine  on  June  26,  1955* 

We  contacted  the  magazine  and  they  advise  they  have 
no  objection  to  our  publication  using  it,  but  they  ask 
this  office  to  gat  in  touch  with  you  to  obtain  your 
permission  also. 

For  the  right  to  reprint  stories  of  this  kind  we 
have  bean  paying  ^25.  I realise  this  is  not  much  by 
American  standards,  but  would  like  to  emphasise  that 
our  dollar  supplies  are  severely  restricted  by  the 
Australian  government.  You  undoubtedly  are  aware  also 
that  Australia  is  a vary  small  field  compared  to  the 
United  States. 

Would  you  kindly  indicate  at  an  early  date  if  the 
price  suggested  is  acceptable,  auid  I will  ask  Australia 
for  approval • 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation. 


LFAimm  Leo  F.  Armati 
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TEI.EVISIOX  REVIEWS 


Vednesday,  June  29,  19.>5 


HELEN  KELLER  IN  HER  STORY 
With  Arthur  Godfrey,  host;  Katha- 
rine Cornell,  narrator 
Producer:  Nancy  Hamilton 
Director:  Richard  Carver  Wood 
W'riter:  James  Shute 
60  Mins.,  Sun.  (26),  5 p.ra. 
CBS-TV,  from  New  Yprk 

CBS-TV’s  public  affairs  depart- 
ment seized  on  the  opportunity  of 
Helen  Keller’s  75th  birthday  to 
present  an  hourlong  documentary 
on  the  life  and  works  of  the  hu- 
manitarian in  the  ^orm  of  a film 
recently  completed  for  the  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind.  Film,  set  for 
tv  and  theatrical  release,  was 
strictly  matter-of-fact  in  its  docu- 
mentary approach,  but  was  as  mov- 
ing as  anything  the  CBS  projec- 
tors have  ever  ground  out. 

Miss  Keller’s  biography  is  epic 
in  its  nature  and  scope,  with  her 
accomplishments  in  overcoming 
the  void  of  blindness,  deafness 
and  muteness  gigantic  in  compari- 
son with  much  that  is  viewed  with 
awe  today.  Of  course,  her  story 
is  a well-known  one,  what  with 
her  early  autobiography,  her  mag- 
azine pieces,  a motion  picture, 
vaudeville  appearances  and  lec- 
ture tours.  But  placed  in  sequence 
on  film  as  it  is  in  "Helen  Keller  in 
Her  Story"  and  visualized  as  no 
book  can  do,  it  assumed  the  es- 
sence of  heroism. 

From  stills  and  clips  from  her 
youth  to  up-to-date  footage  of  her 
everyday  existence  at  her  Con- 
necticut home,  the  film  socked 
across  its  message — the  deeds  an 
inspired  person  is  capable  of. 
Katharine  Cornell’s  underplayed 
narration  was  as  effective  as  the 
matter-of-fact  tone  of  the  film, 
serving  to  heighten  the  effective- 
ness of  the  message.  Nancy  Ham- 
ilton’s production  and  James 
Shute’s  commentary  showed  re- 
straint and.  knowhow. 

All  it  took  for  CBS  to  do  the 
show  was  to  put  a camera  in  front 
of  Arthur  Godfrey,  who  intro- 
duced the  film  on  a note  of  sin- 
cerity and  inspiration,  and  let  the 
projectors  roll.  But  that’s  besides 
the  point — the  fact  that  the  net 
did  the  show  serves  to  point  up 
its  acuteness  and  awareness  in  the 
field  of  public  service.  "Helen 
Keller  in  Her  Story”  scores  an- 
other notch  for  the  network  in  the 
public  affairs  field.  Chan. 
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PARIS  8,  FRANCE 


August  1,  19^5 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella : 

This  letter  came  to  ray  desk,  and  I pass  it  along 
to  you. 

Your  copies  of  the  New  York  Times  have  been  ordered, 
and  they  will  ship  them  directly  to  you.  Please  excuse 
the  delay. 

Hope  you  are  well  and  enjoying  your  holiday. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

BmJU 

V/illiam  Fisher  Jr. 

Director  of  Public  Information 
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•Blind. 


August  3,  1955 


Mrs.  Vella  Hennej 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hanqjshire 

Dear  Nella: 

It  was  so  good  to  hear  fran  70U  and  to  know  that  you  are 
able  to  spare  some  of  your  Tacation  time  to  think  of  your 
friends  in  and  around  hot  old  New  York. 

I am  sure  you  know  that  the  feelings  you  express  about 
Polly’s  magnificent  dedication  — her  willingness  to  give 
entirely  of  herself  to  Helen's  service  and  the  furtherance 
of  opportunities  for  the  handicapped  and  other  unfortunate 
people  — are  shared  by  all  of  us.  One  cannot  but  be 
amazed  at  her  almost  constant  good  humor  idien  one  realizes 
the  heavy  load  she  carries  every  hour  of  every  day.  Her 
unaffected  modesty  and  constant  refusal  to  allow  public 
recognition  of  her  own  contribution  to  detract  fr«n  Helen's 
world-wide  acclaim  has,  I am  convinced,  been  the  main 
reason  for  the  very  limited  amount  of  public  activity  in 
honor  of  Polly  herself.  In  ny  opinion  however,  she  greatly 
merits  such  personal  recognition. 

You  have  mentioned  the  possibility  of  her  receiving  the 
Migel  Medal.  Actually,  you  are  not  quite  correct  in  your 
assuji^tion  that  it  is  the  Foundation  that  makes  the  award. 
Although  the  ceremony  is  held  at  the  Foundation  and  AFB 
looks  after  the  administrative  arrangements,  the  medal  is 
presented  by  Major  Migel  and  recipients  are  selected  by  a 
committee  of  three  people  including  Helen.  Candidly,  I do 
not  know  whether  Foiindation  staff  members  could  in  any  way 
influence  the  committee  in  its  selection  of  recipients. 

I have  however,  passed  on  your  note  to  Bob  Barnett,  who 
meets  quite  regularly  with  Major  Migel  and  who  may  there- 
fore have  the  best  opportunity  of  discussing  the  matter 
with  him.  I feel  sure  that  Bob  will  get  in  touch  with  you 
in  the  matter. 


Mrs.  Henney 
Page  Two, 


At  the  same  time  you  may  bo  sure  that  all  of  us  hero  who 
know  and  admire  Polly  will  continue  to  talk  things  over 
to  make  sure  she  is  left  in  no  doubt  as  to  the  depth  and 
sincerity  of  our  feelings  for  her, 

I don’t  belisTo  I have  ever  told  you  how  much  I enjoyed 
your  Tines  article  about  Helen,  I think  it  was  a little 
masterpiece  and  I am  sure  that  both  of  "our  girls”  wore 
equally  pleased  with  it.  Certainly  it  played  an  in^jortant 
part  in  focusing  public  attention  on  the  magnificence  of 
Helen's  contribution  to  human  understanding  and  happiness 
throti^out  the  whole  of  her  glorioxis  seventy-five  years. 

With  warm  personal  regards  and  best  wishes  for  cool, 
tranquil  days  for  the  remainder  of  your  stay  in  the  moun- 
tains, I remain. 


^ic  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director 


etb:l 

cc:  Mr,  Barnett 


148  Washington  Street 
Taunton,  Massachusetts 
August  11,  1955 


Dear  Miss  ^enney: 

Next  ounday,  August  14,  I'm  going  to  the  University 
of  New  Hampshire,  Durham,  New  Hampshire.  The  last 
letter  I mailed  to  you  was  forwarded  to  you  in  “ew 
‘Hampshire.  Your  reply  was  mailed  from  there  '{iiut  I 
cannot  find  it  to  deterrain  Just  where.  It  might  be 
you  might  be  able  to  get  to  see  me  or  I might  get 
to  see  you  if  there  isn't  too  great  a distance  oetween 
>^ere  1 will  be  and  where  you  may  still  be  in  New 
ampshire.  I'd  like  to  see  that  you  get  a copy  of 
fny  book  COME  WALK  WITH  ME.  -^Iso,  wondered  about 
engaging  your  services  if  I might  talk  over  oui* 
matters.  Etc.  ■'■t  is  a little  awkward  to  resort  to 
the  mails  alone.  On  the  other  hand,  I may  be  going 
to  New  York  again  in  Heptember,  so  if  I do  not  get 
to  see  you  during  the  two  weeks  of  the  Writers 
Conference,  maybe  we  can  arrange  something  convenient 
for  you  in  New  York.  We  wlxl  be  located  at  North 
'ongrave  Hall  at  the  University.  I'm  arriving 
>^unday.  •‘■f  you  can,  I'd  like  awfully  much  to  see 
you  or  hear  from  you. 


Mo't  respcectfully 
Merrill 


COOPERATIVE  FOR  AMERICAN  REMITTANCES  TO  EVERYWHERE,  INC. 


CARIi! 


R«e.  U.  S.  Pot.  Off. 

{A  Non-Profil  Corporation)  6«0  FIRST  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  16,  N.  Y.  Phono:  MUrroy  Hill  6-3110  Coblo:  PARCEIUS.  N.  Y, 

Drawer  "F",  Balboa  Heights,  Canal  Zone 
August  16,  1955 


Dear  Nella; 


It  must  be  the  summer  drought:  I'm  afraid  I've  been  running 
a little  short  on  new  ideas  too.  However,  was  glad  to  get  your 
letter,  and  to  learn  how  well  Helen  and  Polly  are  cureently 
situated,  vis-a-vis  help,  household  wise  as  well  as  for  the 
office  work. 

The  basic  idea  of  proceeding  soundly  as  I'ar  as  Polly  is  concerned 
is  most  properly  taken.  A half  baked  idea  could  wind  up  a fiasco, 
and  that  we  must  avoid.  However,  an  in  absentia  action  I question, 
as  it  would  be  the  very  thing  that  would  result  in  no  general 
r-:cognition,  save  a brief  paragraph  buried  in  the  back  pages  of 
the  daily  paper. 

Now  as  for  the  scroll,  that  might  be  worked  out  quite  differently. 
Years  ago  there  developed  in  the  V/ashington  State  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  a group  known  as  the  Members  of  the  Loyal  Order  of 
the  White  Horse.  The  then  director,  Charles  F.  Ernst,  appreciated 
the  importance  of  integrity  and  dedicated,  hard  work,  and  being  an 
old  bottle  collector  (do  you  know  the  type?)  all  of  the  staff  mem- 
bers, as  they  moved  about,  kept  an  eye  out  for  old  or  unusual  bottles. 

Well,  as  time  went  by,  and  to  show  some  appreciation  for  the  interest 
of  others  in  his  collection,  but  particularly  to  let  each  know  that 
his  work  was  accepted  as  of  a high  calibre,  Mr.  Ernst  had  7/hite  Horse 
Whiskey  bottles  cut  off  bel/ow  the  bell,  leaving  the  embossed  horse 
intact,  standing  in  high  relief,  and  at  little  dinners  and  other  non- 
official gatherings  he  would  present  one  of  these  to  some  one  of 
us  who  had,  he  felt,  merited  the  token.  As  the  number  grew  the  group 
was  referred  to  as  above;  a member  of  the  Loyal  Order  of  the  White 
Horse,  and  even  today,  fifteen  years  later,  if  you  have  one  of  these, 
it  means  that  you  were  one  of  the  inner  group  and  that  you  and  your 
work  had  been  accepted. 

Maybe  a Tribal  or  Team  or  Gang  name  might  be  worked  up  by  old  time 
friends  of  Polly's  (and  of  course  Helen's)  such  as  the  Ambulatory 
Association  of  Haggis  Appreciators  ( the  aaha'sl)  or  Ancient  and 
Loyal  Aosociation  of  Sinners  (the  alas 'si);  not  too  broad,  but 
enough  to  indicate  a gmat  deal  of  fun  and  an  even  greater  amount 
of  app  I’eclation . Of  course  every  member  would  be  an  officer;  no 
members  at  large.  Helen  could  be  the  Supreme  Oracle,  Kathern  ,'omell 
the  Grand  V/orthy  Conductor,  you  the  Worthy  Exalted  Recorder  and  we 
could  "elect"  Polly  the  Most  Worthy  Companion,  or  as  appropriate. 


With  an  Organization,  motto,  pass-word  laws  and  hy-laws,  we  could 
gather  one  day  for  a 'business'  lunch  or  dinner,  invite  Polly  and 
Helen,  and  spring  our  fun  idea,  that  beneath  it  all  v/ould  carry  the 
most  sincere  of  expressions  of  appreciation.  Along  with  the  ggrety 
and  perhaps  by  it,  saved  from  sentimentality,  we  could  present  the 
(membership)  scroll  which  over  the  months  in  advance  we  could  have 
prepared  with  tie  signature  of  every  friend  with  whom  contact  might 
be  made.  Thats  ^ effort  for  the  morning; 

Of  course  I realize  that  we  'Westerners  are  less  prone  to  the  nuances 
that  spell  so  much  to  you  Easterners,  and  likely  the  above  is  just 
one  more  for  the  ash  can,  but  think  it  over  and  if  either  Katherine 
or  Nancy  (Mighty  Mistress  of  the  Golden  Phrase)  can  see  any  possibility 
maybe  we  can  proceedfrom  there. 

Expect  to  be  in  New  York  in  September  or  October  and  will  call  you 
before  I go  on  West.  I've  resigned  from  CARE  and  and  hoping  to  get 
settled  in  our  own  part  of  the  good  old  USA  before  snow  flies. 

Not  much  of  a try,  but  will  keep  trying! 


all  for  the  best 


The  Sun  (Daily) 

The  Sun  Herald  (Sunday) 
Pix 

Woman 

People  > 

Sporting  Life 
The  World's  News 
Radio  S Hobbies 
Pocket  Book  J 


Sydney 


CABLE  SERVICE  AFFILIATES: 
The  News  Adelaide 

The  Telegraph  Brisbane 


Att0tralm 


Telephone  Bryant  9-i92l 


Australia  : 

The  Sun  Building 
60-70  Elizabeth  Street 
Sydney,  N.  S W 


Great  Britain: 
Reuter’s  Building 
85.  Fleet  Street 
London,  E.C.  a 


NEW  YORK  TIMES  BUILDING 
239  WEST  43??  STREET 
NEW  YORK  36,  N . Y. 


August 

sixtoan 

1955 


Mrs.  Nella  Braidy  Hanney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snovrville,  New  Hampshire 


Daar  Mrs.  ifennay: 

Plaasa  find  enclosed  our  check  in  the 
amount  of  425.00  for  reprint  rights  to  "Helen  Keller 
at  75*  Tranquil  and  Unafraid"published  in  the 
New  York  Times  Magazine  June  26,  1955 • 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  cooperation. 


SiMerely  yours. 


LFAimm 

end. 


Leo  F.  Armati 
Features  Hditor 
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919  UNDALE  Avenue 


DREXEL  HILL.  PENNA. 


August  IS,  1955 


Dear  I-Irs.  Henney, 


ITiank  you  very  much 


for  your  letter  of  July  15  in  ansi-rar  to 
my  inquiry  about  Miss  Helen  Kellar's 
finances. 

The  letter  answered  ray  letter  completely. 
I have  never  thought  of  Miss  Kellar  as 
"rich"  - except  in  the  way  of  life  - but 
rather  have  wondered  vrhere  the  money  came 
from  to  keep  her  going  - especially  in 
the  days  of  her  youth. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  letter. 


Sincerely 


lirs.  John  P.  Jones 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22-  MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


August  18,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

I thought  you  would  be  pleased  to  know  that  I just  sent  Helen  six 
copies  of  her  book,  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE,  translated  into 
Bengali,  and,  more  important,  news  that  the  Christian  Herald 
Family  Bookshelf  have  taken  TEACHER  as  their  January  1956 
selection. 

This  is  a small  club  that  guaranteed  $2,  000  and  200  a copy,  half 
of  which  goes  to  Helen  by  contract . 

This  is  not  an  exclusive  contract  with  Christian  Herald  which 
means  that  if  the  Reader's  Digest  Book  Club,  or  some  other  book 
club,  wants  to  come  in  later,  they  may. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY.  INC,  SJls  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 

MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


September  9,  1955 


Dear  Nella; 

The  first  copy  of  TEACHER  has  gone 
to  Helen  today,  and  here  is  the  second.  We're 
proud  of  it,  and  I hope  you  are. 

Yours, 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
^oss  Mountain 
Snoville,  New  Hampshire 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishi  '5  Madison  avenue,  NEW  YORK  22 -Murray  hill  8-5300 


September  9,  1955 


Dear  Nella; 

Thanks  for  your  nice  note  of  September  1st.  Van  Wyck 
Brooks’  name  does  not  appear  on  the  jacket. 

I just  had  a phone  call  from  the  New  York  Times  Book  Review, 
and  the  reviewer  is  absolutely  knocked  out  by  the  book.  She's 
going  to  do  a review  for  the  Times  which,  if  it  contains  any 
of  the  passion  that  she  expressed  over  the  phone,  will  be  a honey. 
I hope  she  didn't  loose  all  her  fight  in  the  gymnasium,  talking 
to  me! 

Very  best. 


Yours 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
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DOUBLED  AY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


September  15,  1955 


I.Irs.  Keith  Henney 
Poss  Mountain 
Snowville,  Nev/  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella: 

You  shame  me,  I forgot  completely  to 
send  you  back  Helen's  pictures,  and  now  that 
I have  come  to  it,  I find  that  Janet  G-lennon 
in  publicity  and  several  others  feel  that 
we  must  keep  these  pictures  until  at  least 
two  weeks  after  publication  date  which  stands 
now  for  October  13, 

I have  had  copy  prints  made  of  three 
pictures  which  I knov/  are  particularly  valuable 
to  you,  and  v/e  will  return  the  originals  to 
you  right  aviay  under  separate  cover,  I am  also 
sending  you  proofs  of  all  the  pictures,  and 
you  can  mark  any  additional  ones  which  should 
be  returned  to  you  Immediately, 

We've  seen  Keith  a few  times  on  the  station 
platform,  so  we  at  least  know  that  the  Henneys 
are  not  lost  up  in  those  mountains  ofth.0irs  , 

It  will  be  good  to  have  you  back  come 
November, 


Affectionately, 


SPM:fls 


Sabra  P,  Mallet t 
Art  Director 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishc  '5  MADISON  avenue,  new  YORK  22  - Murray  hill  8-5300 


September  15,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

Bill  Berger  in  our  Subsidiary  Rights  Department  has  had  the  idea 
of  a book  that  might  be  compared  to  Anne  Morrow  Lindbergh's 
GIFT  FROM  THE  SEA.  This  would  be  Helen  Keller's  philosophy 
of  life  as  drawn  from  all  of  her  wirks . Do  you  as  her  closest 
friend,  and  editor,  think  that  you  could  pick  25, 000  to  30,  000 
words  that  would  appeal  to  the  inspirational  audience?  Because 
if  you  could  we  feel  that  not  only  would  there  be  a sale  for  the 
book,  there  would  be  wonderful  magazine  and  second  serial  rights 
that  might  earn  quite  a bit  of  money  for  Helen,  and  of  course  for 
you  as  editor.  If  this  thought  interests  you,  won't  you  think  it 
over  and  tell  me  whether  you  would  consider  the  possibility? 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
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DOUBIiEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK.  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


September  26,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  good  letter  of  September 
19th.  Certainly  let's  wait  until  November  to 
consider  the  idea  of  Helen's  philosophy.  The 
book  that  you  have  envisioned  sounds  absolutely 
fascinating,  but  as  you  say  tlie  trick  will  be  to 
find  the  time  for  her  to  do  it, 

1 hope  you  have  a beautiful  fall  up  there. 

Yours, 

Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs , Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
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THE  VOLTA  BUREAU 
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Official  Publication 
THE  VOLTA  REVIEW 
An  illustrated  monthly  magozine 
deolinq  with  work  for  the  deaf 
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September  28,  1955 


Miss  Nella  B.  Henney 

Snoi^vllle 

New  Hampshire 

Dear  Miss  Henney: 

The  photographs  which  you  sent  to  Mrs.  Stovel  has  been 
received.  At  present  Mrs.  Stovel  is  away  from  the  office 
but  I will  see  that  your  letter  is  called  to  her  attention. 
You  will  no  doubt  be  hearing  from  her  soon. 

Thanks  for  writing. 


Yours  sincerely, 


(Mrs, 9 Mary  M.  Furbershaw 
Editorial  Department 


STAFF 

Al ice  Dunlap 

Executive  Secretly 
Editor,  Volta  Review 
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A Philanthropic  Orgonization  Established  in  1890  by  Alexander  Grahom  Bell 
To  Promote  the  Teoching  of  Speech  to  the  Deaf 


October  11,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

October  13th  is  pub  date  for  TEACHER.  I have  written 
Helen  to  tell  her  how  proud  we  are,  but  I would  less  than  fair 
if  I didn't  include  you  in  that  because  you're  such  an  important 
part  of  everything  she  writes . Happy  publication  date . 

Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
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M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chatfmtfn,  Board  of  Trusteei 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  PrtJider^t 


'GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-Prejident 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR,,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 

Foss  Mountain 

Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella: 

Some  weeks  ago  you  exchanged  correspondence  with  Eric  T.  Boulter  regarding 
the  possibility  of  recognition  for  Polly  Thomson.  You  undoubtedly  realize 
that  there  are  quite  a number  of  people  who  are  in  agreement  with  your 
point  of  view  --  not  the  least  of  which  is  myself. 

1 would  prefer  not  to  go  into  all  of  the  details  in  writing  of  just  what  1 have 
done  and  have  not  done,  but  I did  want  to  let  you  know  that  the  matter  has 
been  explored  in  a number  of  directions,  and  the  Migel  recognition  is  only 
one  of  them.  However,  with  regard  to  that  particular  item,  I went  as  far 
as  I could  in  a direct  and  indirect  fashion  and  was  unsuccessful,  because  of 
some  rather  deeply  rooted  policy  attitudes  on  the  part  of  the  committee. 

You  probably  know  that  the  committee  includes  none  of  the  staff  and  that 
while  we  have  a responsibility  for  behind-the-scenes  leg  work,  we  have  no 
great  influence  at  the  present  time  over  this  annual  routine. 

1 think  I can  tell  you  also  confidentially  that  Peter  Salmon  is  working  on  an 
idea  along  the  same  line.  At  any  rate,  1 think  that  before  many  more 
months  have  passed,  you  will  see  your  idea  materialize  in  tangible  form. 

Best  personal  regards. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M  ROBERT  BARNETT 

Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LLD. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


October  IZ,  1955 


Very  sincere'  s, 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  PuMijIk  75  madison  avenue, new  york  22  -Murray  hill  8-5300 


December  3,  1955 


Dear  Nella: 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  German  language  rights 
for  TEACHER  have  been  sold  to  Scherz  Verlag,  Bern  for 
4,000  Swiss  francs  which,  as  you  know,  is  about  $934. 
Royalties  are  8%  to  2,  000;  10%  to  8,  000,  and  12  1/2%  there- 
after. They  plan  to  do  it  in  the  next  eighteen  months. 

I’ve  told  the  girls . 

Best  to  you. 


Ken  McCormick 


Editor  in  Chief 


KMcC:jm 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
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Dear  Friend,  Please  forgive  tne  seeming  neglect, 
vjy  efforts  have  been  somewhat  interfei'red  •.•ith  due  to 
matters  of  serioas  health  problems  however,  all  is 
atleast  temporarily  back  to  as  near  normal  as  &od 
wil  iae.  But  I'-^^vranted  yoj^  advise  again.  YOU 
know  best  io  this  m^ter.  I've^ondered  who,  anyon. 
would  set  u|  an  app^opr^e  opi^tunity  for  a public 
Jading  of— xhh  punO  ^F  ‘mS  a'i'UiMJii  WALn.  1 would  like 
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MERRILL  A.  MAYNARD 
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148  Washington  Street 
Taunton,  Mass. 

f If—  If ■ It  ^ 

(Over) 


~Anit  Odd  Spoke 

iriK/iiisli  iras  spoken  lo  (IntJ  ■. 

Oh  (!od,  take  away  iiiy  afilidion — 

Tliis  shadow  of  jiaiii  and  dismay 
Til  the  woi'ld  Voiir  wisdom  lias  made, 

This  shackh'  of  defeat. 

Lord,  remove*  tliis  affliction  from  me. 

Tliat  1 may  love  You  more. 

hi  speuk'tiifi  lo  man  (!oil  sai/l: 

Shall  I remove  yoiir  affliction  from  you. 
TYith  it  will  s>'o  the  jiower  to  endure. 

Shall  I l•e1llrll  your  early  weakness 
And  hathe  your  soul  with  pity. 

Wash  My  couiiteiiance  with  tears  of  shame. 

AYoiild  you  have  Me  sacrifice  your  love. 
Your  leadiiii*'  c‘xaiii]ile,  your  hrax'e  will. 
Shall  1 take  away  chalU'ii!>'e  and  triumph. 
AYoiild  you  have  a woi  ld  without  effort. 

A life  of  hypnotic  sleeii. 

Shall  1 then  remove  the  coiuiieusatioii 
In  the  skill  of  otlu’r  means. 

77/ /AY.'  Shall  you  lo\'e  Me*  more.' 

— Mr.iuiu.i.  A.  .M.wn.viiu. 

{.lilflil ional  eopies  nniilahle  npon  nnjnesl) 


Volta  Bureau 


A Philanthropic  Information  Center  on  Deafness,  Established  in  1887  by  Alexander  Graham  Bell 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  ^enney 
111  Fifth  Sj-peet 
Garden  City,  N.Y. 

Your  letter  of  last  September  in  which  you  enclosed  a 
photograph  of  Helen  Keller  with  two  men,  came  from 
Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire,  but  I feel  sure  that  you 
must  be  back  in  Garden  City  at  this  late  date.  Thank 
you  so  much  for  the  photograph  and  please  pardon  the 
long  delay  In  writing,  which  was  due  partly  44^  my 
absence  from  the  office  but  largely  because  of  our  ef- 
forts to  Identify  the  two  men. 

Because  we  had  never  seen  a photograph  of  Dr.  Bell  that 
resembled  the  man  at  Helen  Keller's  left,  we  held  It 
for  Mrs.  Lillian  Covllle,  Dr.  Bell's  granddaughter,  who 
planned  to  come  down  from  New  York.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert 
Grosvenor  were  away  on  ome  of  their  many  trips,  but  Mrs. 
David  Fairchild  was  expected  here  from  Miami.  She  came 
this  fall  and  was  certain  that  it  was  not  her  father. 

Just  this  morning  we  have  definitely  identified  both  men 
in  the  picture  by  looking  up  pest  records  of  meetings 
which  Helen  Keller  attended  and  comparing  the  photograph 
with  others  In  our  file.  In  1B91  Miss  Keller  attended  the 
First  Summer  Meeting  of  the  American  Association  to  Pro- 
mote the  Teaching  of  Speech  to  the  Deaf,  help  at  Lake 
George,  N.Y.  The  man  on  her  right \i*s  Philip  G.  Gillette  , 
Superintendent  of  the  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Jacksonville, 
111.,  the  one  on  her  left,  Edmund  Lyon,  President  of  the 
Western  New  York  Institution  for  Deaf-Mutes,  Rochester,  N.Y» 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  president  of  our  Association. 

We  are  Indeed  grateful  for  this  valuable  contribution  to 
our  files. 


Headquarters  of  the 
ALEXANDER  GRAHAM  BELL 

association  for  the  deaf. 

Incorporated 


Publisher  of  the 
VOLTA  REVIEW 


Telephone,  ADams  2-0014 


An  illustrated  monthly  magazine 
deding  with  work  for  the  deaf 
and  the  hard  of  hearing 


1537  35TH  STREET,  N.  W. 
WASHINGTON  7,  D.  C. 


December  5,  1965 


Sincere' 


LS:s 


(Mrs.)  Laura  Stovel 
For  the  Volte  Bureau 
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6 Rue  L econte- de- Lisle 
Paris,  16' 

AUT  55-2S 


^ella  dai'-llnis: 

I should  have  written  you  at  once  tor  your 
your  article  about  Helen  and  teacher  aid  indeed  touch  and 
make  ray  heart  tremble,  what  a story  it  is  ana  it  can  be  told  and 

retold  it  is  an^  wil^  be  one  of  the^'st^ies  of  mankind. 

It  has  the  spiiit,ual  quality  that  stirred  the  artists  when 
their  belief  v/as  deMy  felt  a.;d  they  believed,  vow  Teacher 
oelieved  in  Life*  ‘ 

I lina  now  our  values  are  coniused  aau.  men  are  afraid,  afraid 
even  of  the  camera,  a.;d  so  are  afrala  of  reL.lism,  not  so  the 
old  boys  of  the  i6th  and  17^^  century--  how  spiritual  their 
realism  was  because  of  tnii-r  intensity  of  believins.  „ 

HOW  our  ruseems  and  critics  are  all  for  non  repress entutive 
art  and  photography,  only  look  at  the  exnloition  that  the  Mn/o 
yusem  oi  ^nt  is  sendiiio  around  the  world  called  ' pne  history 
ox  Kan  '.1  believe,  it  is  good  reportino  ana  oeautia.ul  piiotograpx.y 
its  conent  is  only  tha'L  for  'when  these  photogrx.phers  arrange 
their  subject  ie  Jiie  faun  in  the  woods,  or  lovers  aoout  to, 
the  idea  beln^  to  give  the  emotional  depth,  the  poor  camera 
can  only  snap  what  is  before  it  wnen  the  button  is  pressed 
and  the  result  is  really  only  s-  ntalinentalo<2-^a  _ 

3ut  how  did  I get  on  to  this  except  that  one  feels  that 

teacher  carved  life,  believed  in  it  and  she  created  the  wondrous 
Helen  a..d  oi.r  polly  too,  -Tf.*  t\AojUM 
I have  been  depressed  01  late^  feelln  so  inadaquite  in  charater 
to  do  wnat  i must  do  about  my  jo's  aaiazin^  plastic  History 
I nave  taken  to  jp^intino  wnlcn  is  such  a^^^^niort  ana  the  days 
go  by,  I iiave  put  tiie  plaster  mociel^lnbne  bronxe  foundry 
a.ia  a few  days  ago  we  were  notixiea  that  thu  wax  wat,  ready 
wnion  means  that  the  mould  will  soon  be  ready  for  firing  and  -hat 
means  txiat  in  about  a i-ionth  it  will  oe  ready  .0  wox’ry  ..  oout 
the  patienino  of  it,  i am  so  happy  that  oh.  aoundation  '.  ill 
have  it,  poliy  mentioned  in  one  of  her  letters  tuv.t  uhey  mi^ht 


bein  paris  this  spring  ana  how  i nope,  they  will  a-i, 
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January  l8,  1956 


Miss  he 11a  Eraddy  Henney 
111  5th  Street 
Garden  City,  wew  York 

Dear  Miss  Henney: 

Nearly  two  years  ago  I vn'ote  to  Miss  Helen  Keller  asking 
her  to  write  an  article  for  EBONY  magazine.  On  March  18, 
195Jr  you  replied  in  her  behalf,  explaining  that  her  sched- 
ule at  that  time  was  far  too  heavy  to  permit  her  to  write 
such  an  article. 

Now  that  the  book  on  Ann  Sullivan  >1ac7/  has  been  published, 

I wonder  if  Miss  Keller  is  able  to  write  the  article  I 
suggested  then.  I know  that  Miss  Keller  is  interested  in 
the  theme  of  that  article  and  I would  like  very  much  to 
talk  to  her  or  you  about  it . 

Please  let  me  know  if  Miss  Keller  is  interested  in  writing 
this  article.  VJe  are  certainly  interested  in  publishing  it. 

Sine  erely, 

EBONY  MAGAZINE 

New  York 


Editor 


Allan  Morrison/mh 


Sedona,  Arizona 


January  23,  1956 


Dear  Kplla, 

Finally,  finally  I have  <701  around  to  really 
reading  "Teacher."  As  I wrote  you,  I glanced  at  It  hastily 
when  it  arrived  in  order  to  acknowledge  It  with  something 
approaching  sense,  but  I wanted  a good  clear  time  to  read 
it  In  (I  haven't  your  gift,  so  well-remembered,  of  glancing 
at  a page  and  absorbln'7  It  all  at  one  fell  swoopi)  and  now 
1 want  to  tell  you  sincerely  how  much  I have  enjoyed  It. 

The  introduction  first  of  all,  and  most  of  all  --  it's  really 
a beauty  (and  we  have  Anzla  iezlerska's  review  from  the  Times 
Magazine  of  October  16th;  obviously  she  thought  so,  too)  and 
all  the  fine  tributes  to  you  scattered  throughout  the  book. 
The  entire  story  of  such  a life  under  such  handicaps  has 


always  to  me  seemed  Impossible  to  believe  and  even  now  It  seems 
hardly  less  so.  V/hat  a woman  Teacher  must  have  been!  And  all 
those  surround  Incc  Helen  seem  to  have  been  touched  by  some  form 
of  greatness.  Does  the  answer  lie  in  the  challenge,  or  In  what, 
would  you  say? 


I liked  much  the  parton  page  14  where  you  explain 
how  Helen  could  come  to  a realization  of  sia:ht  and  sound  sensa- 
tion differences;  and  that  on  p.  22  where,  without  saylnv  so, 
you  make  it  clear  that  she  wrote  the  book  (and  her  others,  by 
implication)  herself.  Thank  you  again,  dear  Nella,  for  our  copy. 


5y  the  way,  do  you  and  Keith  subscribe  to  Natural 
Hist  ory?  They  hwe  Just  bought  a very  little  piece  of  mine  (It 
was  small  to  begin  with  and  so  cut  now  that  I hardly  recognize 
it,  but  never  mind)  which  I think  they  plan  to  title  ''The  Tree 
That  Isn't  A Tree."  I had  called  it  "The  Tree  That  ''^volution 
Forgot,"  but  there  seems  to  have  been  some  botanical  objection 
to  that.  Don't  know  when  it  will  appear. 


Love  to  you  and  Keith  from  Doucclas  and 


J Oa-.. 


MISS  Rebecca  Mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELO  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I thot,  loving  and  having  known 
Teacher,  as  you  do,  you  might  like  to  have  a copy  of 
this  picture.  The  only  raison  I did  not  offer  it  for 
the  book  was  because  I am  on  it,  and  it  is  this  ]5act 
that  has  made  me  hesitate  to  send  it  to  you.  Hawever, 
I realize  that  I can  easily  be  cut  off,  and  it  could 
be  used  for  future  edictions  of  ’’TeacieBfy  if  there 
are  aiy.  I think  it  is  darling  of  her,  and  I only 
wish  Helen  and  I looked  that  young  nowl  Polly  has 
one  copj''  like  this  one  and  two  shiny  ones,  which  can 
be  used  for  publication,  if  you  want  them. 

Most  sincerely. 


- /UEXAIMDEH  GHAHAM  BELL  ASSBEIATIGN  FOR  THE  DEAF,  Inc. 


A Philanthropic  Organization  Established  in  1890  by  Alexander  Graham  Bell  to  Promote  the  Teaching  of  Speech  to  the  Deaf 
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Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 
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George  T.  Pratt 

S.  Richard  Silvermon 

J.  C.  Steinberg 

Mrs.  Spencer  Tracy 

Edward  M.  Twitmyer 


In  the  morning's  mail,  we  received  two 
copies  of  "Teacher,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy"  and 
I want  to  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  Volta 
Bureau . 


I have  had  time  to  read  only  your 
introduction  which  is  dramatic  and  exceedingly 
interesting.  I shall  look  forviard  to  reading 
the  entire  book. 

Thank  you  again  for  arranging  to  have 
these  two  copies  sent  to  us . 

Sincerely  yours,  , y 

(Mrs.)  Lain-a  Stovel 

For  the  Volta  Bureau 


AUXILIARY  BOARD 
Sister  Anno  Rose 
Mrs.  George  L.  Bell 
H.  Lothom  Breunig 
James  H.  Galloway 
Mildred  Groht 
Hattie  Horrell 
Mrs.  Eunice  L.  Heinrichs 
Robert  Kingery 
Mrs.  George  C.  Lamb 
Richard  S.  T.  Morsh 
Helmer  R.  Mykiebust 
Josephine  B.  Timberloke 
Mrs.  Zach  Toms 
J.  William  Wright,  Jr.,M.D. 

STAFF 


LS:EB 


Alice  Dunlap 

Executive  Secretary 
Edifor,  Volta  Review 

Minnie  M.  Hill 

Assistont  Executive  Secretory 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  575  madison  avenue, new  york  22  -Murray  hill  8-5300 


March  7,  1956 


Dear  Nella: 

I've  thought  a great  deal  about  who  might  be  the  editor  for  a digest  of 
Helen  Keller  books,  now  that  Mrs.  Seldes  is  no  longer  a candidate. 

We  have  an  extremely  good  young  woman  in  the  office  who's  very  sensi- 
tive to  fine  minds  and  fine  literature.  Would  you  be  willing  to  trust 
this  job  to  her  hands  if  I recommend  her  and  if  she  gives  us  some 
pretty  fair  notion  of  how  she  woiild  approach  the  work? 

Her  name  is  Barbara  Ellis,  and  I think  that  as  an  out  -of-the -office 
job  she  would  do  a real  fine  job  of  bringing  all  this  material  together 
in  cut  form. 

I don't  really  think  it's  important  to  have  a big  name;  after  all,  whose 
name  is  bigger  than  Helen's? 


Y ours , 


iCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
1 1 1 F ifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island,  New  York 


McC:cjp 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publi5lic^  ^75  madison  avenue,  new  york  22  - Murray  hell  8-5300 


March  27,  1956 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  good  letter  of  March  9th.  Miss  Barbara  Ellis  is 
doing  a preliminary  survey  of  the  Keller  material,  and  will  report  to  me 
shortly  how  she  would  like  to  proceed. 

Thanks  very  much  for  your  tip  about  the  articles  which  have  not  been  published 
in  book  form.  Miss  Ellis  will  be  in  touch  with  Miss  Helga  Lende. 

Thanks  too  for  the  tip  about  the  Gui depost  piece.  We'll  check  that. 

You'll  be  pleased  to  know  that  Helen's  book  got  a front  page  review  in  the 
Chicago  Tribune  "Magazine  of  Books,  " March  24th.  I sent  the  only  copy 
of  the  review  1 had  to  Helen,  but  it  included  a drawing  of  her  which  was  a 
fairly  extraordinary  likeness  considering  newspaper  color  reproductions. 

I suppose  your  hide-away  in  New  Hampshire  is  under  ten  feet  of  snow,  if 
not  your  hide-away  in  Long  Island! 


Love,  y 

Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 

Carden  City,  Long  Island,  New  York 


McCicjp 
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April  24,  1956 


Dear  Friend, 

It  is  quite  passible  y»ur  schedule  may  net  permit  y*ur  giving 
my  special  prablem  your  attention,  but  atleast,  passibly  you  roight 
referrme  ta  a suitable  source  of  advise. 

Elizabeth  Yates  has  done  a booic  on  Ames  Fortune — the  only  book;. 

In  his  life  I found  a means  of  projecting  a message  I have  sought 
to  get  forth  for  many  years.  I visited  and  talked  witn  a few  people 
then  returneo  and  in  about  eight  months  did  about  a fourty  page 

versified  biographic  bit  on  Amos  fortune.  In  a letter  I wrote  to  Miss 

Yates  I quoted  her  reference  to  rhytim  in  Juvenille  prose,  nearly 
quoting  her  actually,  then  tried  to  aocnowledge  it,  she  thought  I 
referred  to  her  book  being  quoted  ±n  my  manuscript,  and  both  she 
and  S.  P.  DUTTON  AND  COMPANY,  I2JC.  are  crying  plagerism  before  seeing  it. 

I think  it  is  a fine  piece  of  work.  I wanted  it  checked  for  the 

unintended  possibility,  hence  my  getting  in  touch  in  th»  first  place. 

All  I have  done  since  is  explain  v/hat  seemed  to  be  the  misunderstanding 
to  Mrs.  Roberta  B.  Smith  of  button,  and  hope  to  hear  from  her. 

’Alfa  your  far  more  technical  experience,  perhaps  you  will  tell  me 
what  a friend  said,  put  it  aside  to  cool,  »'/hen  I am  better  known 
let  it  come  out.  But  I'd  like  to  omit  plagerism  if  it  possibly  there  ' 

Most  sxncerely 


Merrill 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  PuMislifw 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


April  24,  1956 


Dear  Nella: 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  Edith  Hunter  dated  April  15th.  I wonder 
whether  Mrs . Hunter  described  her  project  as  carefully  to  you  as  she  did  to 
me.  We're  not  anxious,  obviously,  to  see  a body  of  Helen’s  own  prose  appear- 
ing under  the  Beacon  Press  imprint.  Certainly  no  one  would  stand  in  the  way  of 
a good  biography  by  Miss  Hunter,  but  in  view  of  the  new  book  which  we're  trying 
to  evelve  here  at  Doubleday,  we'd  hate  to  dilute  things  by  having  a lot  of  Helen's 
work  quoted  in  a book  on  the  Beacon  Press  list.  Our  feeling  is  that  the  tendency 
would  be  to  review  it  as  a Keller,  rather  than  a Hunter  book. 

This  is  our  reaction,  but  obviously  we'll  do  whatever  you  wish  in  this  matter, 
because  our  one  desire  is  to  do  the  best  for  Helen.  Since  I know  that's  your  one 
desire,  we'll  do  what  you  say. 

Affectionate  best. 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island,  New  York 
McCicjp 

end:  Mrs.  Hunter's  4/15/56  letter 


BETTER  HEARING 


SUITE  3DO,  21D  EAST  43ro  STREET 
NEW  YORK  17,  NEW  YORK 


EDITOR 
EDWARD  A.  RUM 


April  30,  1956 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  St. 

Garden  City,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  April  21  granting 
permission  to  reprint  the  article  in  the  April  Reader's 
Digest  condensed  from  Miss  Keller's  book,  "Teacher." 

Naturally  we  are  giving  proper  credit  in  the  form  prescribed 
by  the  publishers: to  the  publisher.  Reader's  Digest,  and 
Miss  Keller.  We  have  indicated  that  further  reprint  rights 
must  be  secured  directly  from  these  three  sources. 

We  have  found  a rather  charming  picture,  we  think,  of  Miss 
Keller  and  Mrs.  Macy  taken  in  19^2  and  we  hope  you  will 
like  it. 

Yle  shall,  of  course,  send  you  a few  copies  of  the  first 
publication  of  "Better  Hearing"  ^‘and  hope  that  you  will 
feel  free  to  request  more  if  you  would  care  to  have  them. 
With  sincere  appreciation  for  your  cooperation,  I am 


Sincerely  yours. 


Dorothy  G.  Pope 
Assistant  Editor 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5J00 


May  9,  1956 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  for  your  note  of  May  3rd.  This  request  of 
Simon  & Schuster  is  absolutely  okay. 

Best  to  you. 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

McC:cjp 

end:  2 copies  of  letter  of  4/28/56  from  Mr.  Goodman 
to  Miss  Keller. 


inaunsNNna  'laDdxssM 
33  aid  NVOdd 


So. 

rinr^/lJ-Lo  'UUoC 


1 ’ 


kiiK 

U.tu 


/ -H.  *^'''■5^ 

*>5^’' r ■'■  ■'  ’■ 


u , ^ , Q. 


VIA  AEREA 

^ J-f-R  b,s 


h. 

y t/»  \ 

3' r J ^ 


fju^UUtSf  CuC^?oprfVu_^  ^ 

Xrft'6-d  »l  t-»-.i'-^'-l"d 

c-A^c,- 

t aw.,L.csCi!^^*^  K ai1p.(1<  ae^culu-/  ^ 

L^r^uA  cDcAeriA . [^g-M  LuoOi^t-  ^ ^ 

'^ce/4^ 

r 

\ T\^Ou.Lv« 


— i.c  c (n I 'Ji.i-A-<’  tv' . ^•/■,'"-»v  y^ 

U^?  - 3 Unud  ^ [LT  U 


f\,ouLv  ;,  , (Ku  - 

c ki  ti((GCx  UlLG’^  ^ ^1^/’  / 


^jrfi^c^Ci  - 


'J2lJL' 


l1 

'4- 

vj 


a J 


_(S  SdV'^  f 'i'i 

^scL 

/.\  ^Xw 


\l 


o> 

lu  Li  nu.c~  h 


Miss  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Fosst  Mountain 
Snowville 
New  Hampshire 


Dear  Miss  Henney; 


I am  enclosing  a letter  addressed  to  Dr. 
from  Mr.  Frank  Bower  of  Goshen*  Indiana, 
explanatory. 


Norman  Vincent  Peale 
The  letter  is  self- 


I«ve  been  in  contact  with  Bob  Barnett's  office  at  the  American 
Foundation,  and  they  tell  me  you  have  final  say  on  reprinting 
of  articles  by  Miss  Keller.  (I'm  enclosing  a copy  of  our  June 
issue  with  Miss  Keller's  article  on  the  cover. ; 


Would  you  be  good  enough  to  wire  or  call  me  collect  your 
decision  so  that  I might  get  in  touch  with  Mr.  Bower 


HDH/W 


N T E R 


NON 


PROFIT 


A I T H 


M.  C MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  ol  Truilear 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  Prtiidanl 


'GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-Praiident 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secralary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Trtasurtr 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  >h:s.  Henney: 

Yes,  I'm  holding  the  Spectators  and  Nations  for  Polly's 
return. 

I have  just  contacted  the  American  Export  Lines.  The 
"Independence"  will  arrive  at  pier  #8U  (North  River  at 
hUth  Street)  at  approximately  9:00  AM,  June  lU.  I'm  plan- 
ning to  meet  and  drive  the  girls  to  Westport.  Henry, 
Barnett's  chauffeur),  will  follow  in  the  AFB  station  wagon 
with  all  the  luggage. 

It  will  be  good  to  see  the  travellers  once  again. 

Hope  the  weather  has  warmed  up  and  that  your  garden  has 
not  suffered  too  much  from  the  frost  of  last  week. 

All  is  well  here  and  at  Arcan  Ridge. 

Will  all  good  wishes  to  you  and  your  husband,  I am. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  11 , N.  Y,  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honoraty  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A,  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  oF  National  and  International  Relations 


June  7,  1956 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


and  Miss  Thomson 


EDS:mc 


'Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


M.  C.  MIGEU  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


'GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR-,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


July  10,  1956 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foost  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella: 

Polly  may  already  have  told  you  by  telephone  that  1 was  going  to  write  you  a 
brief  summary  of  our  meetings  with  some  of  those  who  are  associated  with  the 
forthcoming  filming  of  the  movie  version  of  the  STORY  OF  ESTHER  COSTELLO. 

I have  had  two  conferences,  one  lasting  five  hours  and  the  second  about  15  minutes, 
on  July  3 and  July  5,  respectively.  Miss  Kathern  Gruber  of  the  Foundation  and 
Eric  Boulter  of  Overseas  Foundation  assisted  in  the  discussions.  We  received 
Mr.  David  Miller,  Director -Producer , and  Mr.  Charles  Kaufman,  who  described 
himself  as  something  of  a chief  scriptwriter.  Also  present  was  a Miss  Wade, 
introduced  as  their  secretary. 

Attached  is  a rundown  sheet  which  we  were  able  to  procure  in  advance  of  the 
meeting  which  will  give  you  the  financial  and  legal  background.  Apparently  the 
film,  which  definitely  will  star  Joan  Crawford,  is  to  be  done  in  England,  under 
English  laws  but  actually  with  a very  high  percentage  of  American  money  through 
some  arrangement  between  Columbia  Pictures  and  Romulus  Productions. 

I explained  to  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Kaufman  that  we  were  all  concerned  about  the 
fact  that  the  original  Costello  book  did  parallel  the  life  of  Helen  Keller,  and  that 
even  worse  than  that,  it  seemed  to  be  an  almost  malicious  effort  to  place  her, 
her  work,  and  the  work  of  all  American  charities  in  a very  bad  light.  We  explained 
that  unless  all  unfavorable  treatment  of  American  charities  was  removed  in  the 
film  version,  the  Foundation  would  not  give  consultation  and  would  even  take  steps 
to  influence  unfavorable  reviews.  We  stated  further  that  even  if  the  unfavorable 
descriptions  of  charitable  agencies  were  removed,  that  we  still  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  film  project  if  the  story  in  any  way  draws  from  or  even  partially 
tends  to  identify  Helen  Keller's  life.  Furthermore,  we  stated,  in  a friendly  but 
firm  fashion,  that  if  the  film  version  does  tend  to  identify  Helen  Keller  in  the 
public  mind  that  we  were  certain  that  Miss  Keller's  associates  would  take  steps 
to  show  their  disapproval  through  legal  measures. 

Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Kaufman  are  very  charming  and  reasonable  men.  They 
relieved  us  immediately  of  much  of  our  fears,  because  they  too  expressed 


‘Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


FACT  SHEET  RE  "THE  STORY  OF  ESTHER  COSTELLO" 


Mort  Viner  - MCA  - PL  9-7500  - (personal  agent  for  Joan  Crawford's  movie 
activities. 


Will  be  released  by  Columbia- -to  be  made  in  En^and,  but  is  a Columb 
picture. 


Possible  release  date--early  1957 

Producers:  Romulus  P^ductions,  Nascreno  House,  Soho  Square,  JJindon,  England 
(made  such  pictures  as  "Moulin  Rouge",  "African  Queen") 

Contact:  Motion  Picture  Daily,  Mr.  Reimer  - Cl  7-3100 

Agents  for  this  book,  "Esther  Costello"  - -Willis  Kingsley  Wing,  522  5th  Avenue,  NYC. 

Publishers:  Knopf 

Author:  Nicholas  Monsarrat 


Columnist:  Motion  Picture  Daily  - Cl  7-3100 


Telki>honc<  WATKINS  4-0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

IB  WEST  ISTH  STREET 
NEW  YORK  11.  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


July  10.  1956 


Mrs.  Kcith  Heaney 
Fooat  Mountain 
SnowviUe,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella: 

Polly  may  already  bare  told  you  by  telephone  that  1 was  going  to  write  yoa  a 
brief  summary  of  our  meetings  with  some  of  those  who  are  associated  with  the 
forthcoming  filming  of  the  movie  version  of  the  STORY  OF  HSTHKR  COSTELLO. 

1 have  had  two  conferences,  one  lasting  five  hours  and  the  second  about  15  minutes, 
on  July  3 and  July  5,  respectively.  Miss  Kathern  Gruoer  of  the  Foundat.on  and 
Eric  iloulter  of  Overseas  Foundat.on  assisted  in  the  discussions.  We  received 
Mr.  David  M ller,  Director-Producer,  and  Mr.  Charles  Kaufman,  who  described 
himself  as  something  of  a chief  scriptwriter.  Also  present  was  a Miss  Wade, 
introduced  as  their  secretary. 

Attached  is  a rundown  sheet  which  we  were  able  to  procure  in  advance  of  the 
meeting  which  will  give  you  the  financial  and  legal  background.  Apparently  the 
film,  which  definitely  will  star  Joan  Crawford,  is  to  be  done  in  England,  under 
English  laws  but  actually  with  a very  high  percentage  of  American  money  through 
some  arrangement  between  Columbia  Pictures  and  Romulus  Productions. 

I explained  to  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Kaufman  that  we  were  all  concerned  about  the 
fact  that  the  original  Costello  book  did  parallel  the  life  of  Helen  Keller,  and  that 
even  worse  than  that,  it  seemed  to  be  an  almost  malicious  effort  m place  ner, 
her  work,  and  the  work  of  all  American  charities  in  a very  had  light.  We  explained 
that  unless  all  unfavorable  treatment  of  American  charities  was  removed  in  the 
film  version,  the  > oundation  would  not  give  consultation  and  would  even  take  steps 
to  influence  unfavornble  reviews.  We  stated  further  that  even  if  the  unfavorable 
descriptions  of  charitable  agencies  were  removed,  that  we  still  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  film  project  If  the  story  in  any  way  draws  from  or  even  partially 
tends  to  identify  Helen  Keller's  life.  1 urthermore,  we  stated,  in  a friendly  bat 
firm  fashion,  that  if  the  film  version  docs  tend  to  identify  Helen  Keller  in  the 
public  mind  that  we  were  certain  that  Miss  Keller's  associates  would  take  steps 
to  show  their  disapproval  through  legal  measures. 

Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Kaufman  are  very  charming  and  reasonable  men.  They 
relieved  ua  immediately  of  much  of  our  fears,  because  they  too  expressed 


Mr*.  H*mamr 
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Jair  10,  195* 


tbamsclvca  xmthmx  dtiiaiflf  aboal  their  eplaien  of  the  erigiaol  book.  Thoy  poiatod 
out  that  the  author  ha«  abaolutuly  aet  iafluaaca  of  thair  traatmoat  of  hia  book  la 
the  film  voraloa.  Thoy  ataud  that  all  they  arc  uaiag  ia  th«  basic  idea.  Aftar 
maay  houra,  it  aaama  that  thia  baaic  idea  ia  aimply  that  thara  will  ba  a komclaaa 
13  yaar  old  girl  who  ia  deaf  aad  blind,  who  raoiaiaa  that  way  lor  fiv*  ycara  but 
whoaa  aight  aad  hearing  ara  raatorad  at  tha  aga  of  It.  Joan  Crawford  playa  tha 
rola  of  a woman  who  takaa  taa  child  to  live  with  bar,  raise*  her  from  an  untutored 
and  psuperiaad  atata  of  Ufa  to  a highly  raapeetabie  paraon.  Miaa  Crawford'*  role 
actually  ia  ta*  prominent  amphaaia  in  the  picture,  not  that  of  tha  girl.  Xha  only 
evil  ingredient  which  will  remain  ia  found  ia  tha  rola  of  Miaa  Crawford'a  auabaad, 
who  makea  an  attempt,  without  aucca**,  to  capitaliaa  on  the  girl's  handicap  aad 
beaety.  Ua  is  clearly  shown  to  ba  an  unsavory  character  and  no  taint  of  dlshaaasty 
iS  shared  by  either  the  girl  or  aer  boaafactreas.  Mr.  Millar  and  Mr.  Aaufman 
are  coalioeat  cnat  tha  net  affect  of  tha  film  will  be  one  of  positive  benefit  rather 
than  the  negattviaiu  aad  cynicism  wnich  is  reflaetsd  ia  the  wook. 

Mr.  daufman  ia  returning  to  New  York  in  aoout  five  weeks.  At  that  time,  be  will 
give  us  final  details  of  script  aad  sequences  just  oafore  shooting  hagias.  Ha 
sincerely  continues  to  ask  ier  our  aasistanca  ia  aclpuag  them  depict  bow  a properly 
trained  deaf-blind  parson  would  aet  asM  ia  taa  taca  of  all  of  our  warnings,  still 
says  that  wa  caa  give  thia  haip  with  no  laar  that  t he  final  product  wiU  ba  to  either 
our  or  Miss  keUer's  displaasor*.  1 wiU  keep  you  uu'ormsd. 

hast  paraoaal  ragards. 

Vary  aincaraly  years. 


M.  A abort  baraatt 
Uaacutiva  Uiraetor 

Mflfi/a 

cc!  Miaa  Thomson 
Miss  Gruber 
Mr.  fioultar 


FACT  SHEET  BE  "THE  STORY  OF  ESTHER  C0STEJL1.0" 


Mort  Vlner  - MCA  - PL  9-7500  - (personal  agent  for  Joan  Crawford's  movie 
activities. 

Will  be  released  by  Columbia- -to  be  made  in  England,  but  is  a Columbis 
picture. 

Possible  release  date --early  1957 

Producers:  Romulus  Productions,  Nascrcno  House,  Soho  Square,  London,  England 
(made  such  pictures  as  "Moulin  Rouge".  "African  Queen") 

Contact:  Motion  Picture  Daily,  Mr.  Reimer  - Cl  7-3100 

Agents  for  this  book,  "Esther  Costello"- -Willis  Kingsley  Wing,  522  5th  Avenue,  NYC. 

Publishers:  Knopf 

Author:  Nicholas  Monsarrat 

Columnist:  Motion  Picture  Daily  - Cl  7-3100 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


July  13,  1956 


Dear  Mrs.  Hermey: 

Just  before  Ken  left  for  his  trip  to 
Europe  he  asked  me  to  write  you  about  the 
new  book.  The  terms,  I believe,  are 
similar  to  the  previous  ones  agreed  on: 
a split  in  royalties  and  other  earnj.ngs 
of  the  book — %%  to  Miss  Keller  and  2%  to 
Miss  Ellis  and  an  advance  of  $1000  to  be 
paid  to  Miss  Ellis.  The  other  terms  would 
be  similar  to  our  previous  contracts. 

As  soon  as  I have  a note  from  you 
agreeing,  I will  have  the  contracts  drawn. 

I know  that  Barbara  Ellis  will  be  very  glad 
to  meet  you  and  discuss  the  book  at  your 
convenience. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

111  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 
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6. Rue  Leconte-de-Lisle 
Paris.  16' 


Aut  55-2S 


July  29,i956 


Dear  Nella: 

Helen  and  polly' s j^esture  in  buylns  ( i'or*  they  Insisted 
uponit^the  little  canvas  to  brins  you  and  now  your  warm 
enthusiastic  letter  , which  just  came,  has  done  an  awi’ul  lot 
for  my  timid  ego  — strange  such  a big  gal  with  a timid  ego 
but  such  seems  to  be  the  case,  and  j am  as  happy  as  can  be 
this  morning; 

it  was  the  high  spot  of  the  year  for  me,  the  ten  days' OUR  GIRLS 
SPENT  IN  paris  for  j always  feel  the  richer  for  the  moments 
spent  v;lth  them,  i have  Kolon's,  v^uiV/yck's  and  your  article  you 
sent  me. on  the  little  table  in  my  living  room  and  j delight  in 
bringing  the  attention  to  this  v/ondrous  story  to  all  who  come 
to  see  me  for  as  you  know  most  people  take  such  things  so  for 
granted. 

I am  about  to  pack  my  bags  and  leave  for  Lugano  where  i will 
stay  in  a little  hotel  on  the  Italian  side  of  the  lake,  climbing 
Mountains,  if  I am  up  to  it^  swiming  and  if  i am  tempted  painting 
the  landscape.  i must  come  over  to  yor^k  this  fall  and  i 
shall  be  disappointed  if  i miss  you  again,  i love  you  and 
Keith, 


V 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


August  15,  1956 


Dear  Mrs . Henney: 

In  Ken  McCormick's  absence  I'm  sending  you  herewith 
our  semi-annual  royalty  statement,  for  the  period 
ending  April  30th,  1956,  along  with  a check  for 
$25.00. 

My  best  wishes  to  you . 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Lon^  Island 
New  York 

KS:cjp 

end:  check  and  statement 


Sincerely, 


Kate  Steichen 
Assistant  to 
Ken  McCormick 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC. 
GARDEN  CITY,  NEW  YORK. 

Nella  Braddy  Henney 


SIX  MONTHS  ENDING: 

April  30,  1956 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  SUBMITS  THE  FOLLOWING  REPORT 

ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY:  The  Story  Behind  Helen  Keller 


Nella  Braddy 

BY _ _ _ RETAIL  PRICE  SI. 


Permission  Sale: 

12/7/55  Southern  Baptist  Convention  - 
The  Other  Half  of  Helen  Kellei 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


57?  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5JOO 


August  21,  19^6 


Dear  Mrs.  HenneyJ 

I enclose  what  seems  to  me  a very  clear 
report  from  Miss  Ellis  and  a sample.  I do 
think  it  should  be  emphasized  that  this  sample 
is  nothing  more  than  an  indication  of  how 
the  work  might  be  done  and  as  such  also  seems 
to  me  very  good. 

I shall  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you 
as  Miss  Ellis  would  like  to  begin  work  as  soon 
as  possible  and  I know  that  Ken  is  anxious  to 
have  the  book  on  the  list. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snowville,  N.  H. 


TS/es 


THE  HELEN  KELLER  READER 


Wien  Ken  and  I discussed  this  book,  he  suRf-ested  and  I agreed  that  this  should 
add  up  to  a story  of  Hiss  Keliar's  life  in  her  own  words.  In  effect,  an  anthology, 
approached  from  a biographical  standpoint,  vdoich  would  bring  together  the  material 
now  included  in  several  volumes.  By  using  this  technique,  the  book  would  be  not 
only  a chronological  view  of  her  life,  but  more  importantly  a study  of  her  grc'.rth 
as  a human  being,  since  this  comes  through  so  clearly  in  her  writings. 

It  ’.'fill  probably  be  necessary,  in  this  case,  to  add  minor  explanations  at  some 
points  in  the  book  to  keep  the  narrative  vfhole.  But  I also  believe  that  these 
should  be  used  only  if  completely  essential  for  clarity,  and  then  they  should  be 
as  brief  and  unobtrusive  as  possible,  because  what  LH-SS  Keller  says  herself  is 
much  more  eloquent  than  any  comments  anyone  else  can  make.  This  device  is,  however, 
a common  one  in  biographical  anthologies,  and  it  is  often  very  useful. 

With  this  general  plan  in  mind,  I have  thus  far  read  THE  STORY  OF  liY  LIFE 
(including  the  very  valuable  letters),  MY  RELIGION,  OUT  OF  T!®  DARK,  HELEN  KELLER'S 
JOURNAL,  LET  US  HAi®  FAITH,  MIDSTREAM,  and  TE/^CHER;  and  we  have  on  order  HELEN  KELLER 
IN  SCOTLAND,  MY  YSf  OF  LIFE,  TIE  SONG  OF  THE  STONE  WALL,  'A'E  BEREAVED,  and  THE  WORLD 
I LI'/E  IN.  I have  not  as  yet  searched  out  any  of  the  articles,  but  certainly  aiy 
which  fit  the  scheme  should  be  included,  and  I am  especially  anxious  to  see  the 
unpublished  pieces  at  the  Foundat'  on  for  the  Blind. 

There  is  a wealth  of  material  from  which  to  choose,  and  since  selection  is  the 
entire  job,  it  is  difficult  at  this  point  to  give  an  exact  outline  of  the  book. 

I am,  however,  attaching  a rather  rough  condensation  of  the  first  fe-w  pages  of 
TIE  STDRY  OF  MY  LIFE,  to  show  the  general  idea  of  whatever  editing  will  be  neces- 
sary. This,  of  course,  raar/  well  be  modified  in  the  final  version.  And  certainly, 
any  suggestions  Mrs.  Henney  or  Liss  Keller  have  about  either  the  plan  of  the  book 
or  the  selected  material  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 


Barbara  Ellis 


From  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE 


When  I try  to  classify  my  earliest  impressions,  I find  that  fact  and  fancy  look 
alike  across  the  years  that  link  the  past  with  the  present.  The  woman  paints  the 
child's  experiences  in  her  own  fantasy.  A few  impressions  stand  out  vividly  from 
the  first  years  of  my  life;  but  "the  shadows  of  the  prisonhouse  are  on  the  rest." 
Besides,  many  of  the  joys  and  sorrovfs  of  childhood  have  lost  their  poignancy;  and 
many  incidents  of  vital  importance  in  my  early  education  have  been  forgotten  in  the 
excitement  of  great  discoveries. 

I was  born  on  June  27,  1380,  in  Tuscumbia,  a little  town  of  northern  Alabama, 
The  beginning  of  my  life  was  simple  and  much  like  every  other  life.  I came,  I saw, 
I conquered,  as  the  first  baby  in  the  family  always  does. 

I ai  told  that  while  I was  still  in  long  dresses  I showed  many  signs  of  an 
eager,  self-asserting  disposition.  Everything  that  I saw  other  people  do  I in- 
sisted upon  imitating.  At  six  months  I could  pipe  out  "How  d'ye,"  and  one  day  I 
attracted  every  one's  attention  by  saying  "Tea,  tea, tea"  quite  plainly.  Even  after 
my  illness  I remembered  one  of  the  words  I had  learned  in  these  early  months.  It 
was  the  word  "water,"  and  I continued  to  make  some  sound  for  that  word  after  all 
other  speech  was  lost,  I ceased  making  the  sound  "wah-wah"  only  when  I learned 
to  spell  the  word. 

These  happy  days  did  not  last  long.  One  brief  spring,  musical  with  the  song 
of  robin  and  mocking-bird,  one  summer  rich  in  fruit  and  roses,  one  autumn  of  gold 
and  crimson  sped  by  and  left  their  gifts  at  the  feet  of  an  eager,  delighted  child. 

Then,  in  the  drear;^  month  of  February,  cane  the  illness  which  closed  my  eyes  and 

ears  and  plunged  me  into  the  unconsciousness  of  a new-born  baby.  They  called  it 

acute  congestion  of  the  stomach  and  brain.  The  doctor  thought  I could  not  live. 

Early  one  morning,  however,  the  fever  left  me  as  suddenly  and  mysteriously  as  it 
had  come.  There  was  groat  rejoicing  in  the  family  that  morning,  but  no  one,  not 
even  the  doctor,  knew  that  I should  never  see  or  hear  again. 


2. 


I cannot  recall  what  happened  during  the  first  months  after  my  illness.  I 
only  know  that  I sat  in  my  mother's  lap  or  clung  to  her  dress  as  she  went  about 
her  household  duties.  My  hands  felt  every  object  and  observed  every  motion,  and 
in  this  way  I learned  to  know  many  things.  Soon  I felt  the  need  of  some  communica- 
tion with  others  and  began  to  make  crude  signs.  A shake  of  the  head  meant  "No" 
and  a nod,  "Yes,"  a pull  meant  "Come,"  and  a push,  "Go."  'i7as  it  bread  that  I 
wanted?  Then  I would  imitate  the  acts  of  cutting  the  slices  and  buttering  them. 

If  I wanted  my  mother  to  make  ice-cream  for  dinner,  I made  the  sign  for  working 
the  freezer  and  shivered,  indicating  cold.  My  mother,  moreover,  succeeded  in 
making  me  understand  a good  deal.  I always  knew  when  she  wished  me  to  bring  her 
something,  and  I vrould  run  upstairs  or  anyvfhere  else  she  indicated.  Indeed,  I 
o'lve  to  her  loving  wisdom  all  that  was  bright  and  good  in  my  long  night. 

I!:/  earliest  distinct  recollection  of  my  father  is  making  my  way  through  great 

drifts  of  newspapers  to  his  side  and  finding  him  alone,  holding  a sheet  of  paper 

before  his  face.  I was  greatly  puzzled  to  know  what  he  was  doing.  I imitated  this 

action,  even  wearing  his  spectacles,  thinking  they  might  help  solve  the  mystery. 

several 

But  I did  not  find  out  the  secret  for  nraray  years.  Then  I learned  what  those  papers 
were,  and  that  my  father  edited  one  of  them. 

I do  not  remember  when  I first  realized  that  I was  different  from  other 
people;  but  I knevf  it  before  my  teacher  came  to  me.  I had  noticed  that  my  mother 
and  my  friends  did  not  use  signs  as  I did  when  they  wanted  anything  done,  but  talked 
with  their  mouths.  Sometimes  1 stood  between  two  persons  who  were  conversing  and 
touched  their  lips.  I could  not  understand  and  was  vexed.  I moved  my  lips  and 
gesticulated  frantically  witout  result.  This  made  me  so  angry  at  times  that  I 
kicked  and  screamed  until  I was  exhausted.  After  awhile  the  need  of  some  means  of 
communication  became  so  urgent  that  these  outbursts  occurred  daily,  sometimes  hourly. 

My  parents  were  deeply  grieved  and  perplexed.  V/e  lived  a long  way  from  any 
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school  for  the  blind  or  the  deaf,  and  it  scenod  unlikely  that  anyone  would  come 
to  such  an  out-of-the-way  place  as  Tuscumbia  to  teach  a child  who  was  both  deaf 
and  blind.  Indeed,  my  friends  and  relatives  sometimes  doubted  whether  I could 
be  taught. 

When  I was  about  six  years  old,  my  father  heard  of  an  eminent  oculist  in 
Baltimore,  who  had  been  successful  in  many  cases  that  had  seemed  hopeless.  l!y 
parents  at  once  determined  to  take  me  to  Baltimore  to  see  if  anything  could  be 
done  for  my  eyes.  Dr.  Chisholm,  received  us  kindly;  but  he  could  do  nothing.  He 
said,  however,  that  I could  be  educated,  and  advised  my  father  to  consult  Dr. 
Alexander  Graham  Bell,  of  Washington,  who  would  be  able  to  give  him  information 
about  schools  and  teachers  of  deaf  or  blind  children. 

We  went  immediately  to  see  Dr.  Bell,  my  father  with  sad  heart  and  many  mis- 
givings, I wholly  unconscious  of  his  anguish,  finding  pleasure  in  the  excitement 
of  moving  from  place  to  place.  Child  as  I vfas,  I at  once  felt  the  tenderness  and 
s;;Tnpathy  which  endeared  Dr.  Bell  to  so  many  hearts.  He  held  me  on  his  knee  while 
I examined  his  watch,  and  he  made  it  strike  for  me.  .He  understood  my  signs,  and 
I knew  it  and  loved  him  at  once.  But  I did  not  dream  that  that  interview  would 
be  the  door  through  which  I should  pass  from  darkness  into  light,  from  isolation 
to  friendship,  knowledge,  love. 

Dr.  Bell  advised  my  father  to  write  to  Hx.  Anagnos,  director  of  the  Perkins 
Institution  in  Boston,  the  scene  of  Dr.  Howe's  great  labours  for  the  blind,  and 
ask  him  if  he  had  a teacher  competent  to  begin  my  education.  n a few  weeks 
there  came  a kind  letter  from  i'r.  Anagnos  with  the  comforting  assurance  that  a 
teacher  had  been  found. 

Thus  I came  up  out  of  Egypt  and  stood  before  .Sinai,  and  a power  divine  touched 
my  spirit  and  gave  it  sight,  so  that  I beheld  many  wonders.  And  from  the  sacred 
mountain  I heard  a voice  which  said,  "Knowledge  is  love  and  light  and  vision." 
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Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


^v\> 
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I do  hope  this  note  finds  you  well.  Haven't  we 
had  a nasty  suniraer?  I do  hope  the  fall  weather  vdll  be 
better. 


Polly  sent  you  a letter  yesterday  from  Mrs. 
Boldsen,  a sculptor.  Another  letter  has  come  in  today 
and  I am  forwarding  it  herewith.  They  won't  take  "no" 
for  an  answer. 


Warm  greetings  and  best  wishes. 


/ 


t 
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AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 
15  WEST  16lh  STREET 
NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y. 
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Helen  Keller  Life 
Inspires  Ballet 

A major  new  work,  inspii^ 
by  Incidents  in  the  life  of  Helen 
Keller,  will  be  introduced  by 
Pauline  Koner  during  tlie  Ninth 
American  Dance  Festival  at 
. Connecticut  College,  New  Lon- 
don,  Conn,  next  week.  Miss 
' Koner  and  her  dance  company 
will  open  the  four-day  festival, 
Aug.  16-19  at  Palmer  Audi- 
torium. 


Airview  of  Cape  Porpoise,  Maine 
Airview  in  color  by  Ray  Goodrich 
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8800  WrLSHlRE  BOULEVARD  / BEVERLY  HILLS,  CALIFORNIA  / BRADSHAW  2-0161 


Septeinber  12,  19^6 


Mrs,  Nella  Braddy  Hermey 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowrille,  New  Han5)shire 

Dear  Mrs,  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  of  September  1, 

We  are  extremely  sorry  that  Miss  teller’s  busy  schedule 
does  not  permit  her  to  write  a brief  statement  for  our  November 
issue.  We  have,  however,  compiled  a selection  of  brief  quotations 
by  Miss  teller  on  a number  of  subjects  which  will  reveal  her 
philosophy  as  one  of  inspiration.  We  are  sure  that  she  will  be 
pleased  with  the  overall  treatment— both  text  and  pictures — v^iich 
we  have  planned. 

We  shall,  of  course,  be  pleased  to  send  Miss  Keller  a copy 
of  our  November  issue  upon  publication. 


Thanks  again  for  your  kind  interest. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Erwin  M.  Rosen 
Managing  Editor 


EMRrla 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Putlijlierj 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22  — MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


September  19,  1956 


Dear  Nella: 

I am  just  back  from  a month's  business  in  the  London  office,  which  I am  happy 
to  say  was  very  successful,  and  a perfectly  gorgeous  two  weeks  in  Scotland. 
Mackie  and  I rented  a car,  drove  two  thousand  miles  around  Scotland,  and  I 
am  now  prepared  to  make  a statement  that  I think  it  is  one  of  the  most  wonderful 
countries  I have  ever  visited  in  my  life.  1 had  been  there  briefly  before,  but  1 
had  no  feeling  of  its  mountains  and  lochs  such  as  1 got  this  time.  And  those 
ruined  castles!  One  of  the  most  romantic  places  I have  ever  visited. 

I got  back  to  find  everything  going  well  here,  and  have  had  a conference  with 
Barbara  Ellis  about  the  Helen  Keller  book.  I suppose  we  have  suffered  from  not 
having  an  opportunity  to  sit  down  and  talk  at  regular  intervals  about  the  progress 
of  the  book,  but  somewhere  between  March  9,  when  you  wrote  me,  and  August  29, 
when  you  wrote  Tim  Seldes,  the  focus  of  this  book  has  changed  a little  bit. 

In  March  we  had  an  exchange  of  correspondence  which  included  this  paragraph: 

"Dear  Ken, 

"Of  course  I will  trust  you  to  select  the  editor  for  the  Helen  Keller 
material,  equally  of  course  I should  like  a progress  report  from  time 
to  time.  1 find  that  I am  a bit  fuzzy  about  just  what  sort  of  book  you 
have  in  mind.  It  began,  as  you  remember,  as  a plan  to  bring  together 
a book  of  Helen's  philosophy,  somewhat  after  the  pattern  of  Mrs. 

Lindbergh's  GIFT  FROM  THE  SEA,  but  from  the  way  you  spoke  the 
other  day  and  from  your  letter  it  seems  to  me  that  you  have  in  mind 
a big  digest  of  everything.  Is  it  your  idea  to  have  a book  that  will 
supersede  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  and  TEACHER?  I should  be  sorry 
if  this  is  true,  but  I know  there  are  grim  realities  that  have  to  be 
faced. " 

I hope  I said  at  the  time  that  we  had  no  intention  of  abandoning  either  THE 
STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  or  TEACHER.  What  we  did  want  to  do  was  to  prepare 
something  that  a)  would  have  a big  syndicate  sale  for  Bill  Berger  and  his 
department,  and  b)  would  give  a wrap-up  of  everything,  including  particularly 
the  fugitive  pieces,  with  some  of  the  longer  works,  of  course,  cut  to  allow  for 
a portable  Keller,  as  it  were. 
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We  have  had  experience  in  doing  this  sort  of  thing  before,  and  a specific  instance 
is  "the  lives  and  times  of  archie  and  mehitabel"  by  Don  Marquis,  which  includes 
all  three  books  in  one  delightful  volume;  but  "archie  and  mehitabel",  which  is  one- 
third  of  that  book,  goes  right  on  selling,  year  in  and  year  out,  just  as  well  as  it 
ever  did,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  for  the  same  price  you  can  get  all  three  books  in 
the  other  volume.  We  are  convinced  that  a book  of  this  sort  will  simply  broaden 
Helen's  audience,  and  certainly  won’t  take  any  action  away  from  either  THE  STORY 
OF  MY  LIFE  or  TEACHER . 

Bill  Berger  feels  that  he  has  a better  chance  of  selling  the  STORY  approach  to 
Syndicate,  rather  than  the  GIFT  FROM  THE  SEA  approach.  I must  say  that  I 
don't  see  any  reason  why  we  couldn’t  ultimately  have  both.  Would  you  agree  to 
let  Miss  Ellis  proceed  on  the  volume  we  discussed  in  March  with  the  hope  that 
ultimately  we  could  also  do  the  GIFT  FROM  THE  SEA  inspirational  volume? 

I hope  you  are  having  a good  summer,  and  if  this  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  can  t 
be  discussed  by  letter,  don’t  hesitate  to  phone  me  collect  so  that  we  can  work  it 

out. 


Affectionate  best  to  you  and  Keith. 


Sincerely, 


Ken  MqCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowvillp,  New  Hampshire 


KMcC:jc 


e.  * 'i  t.  C 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Oct.  4,  1956 


Received,  your  note  re;  Mrs.  Boldsen  and  I agree  with 
you.  Hereafter,  1*11  simply  ignore  her  letters. 

The  girls  were  in  town  today  and  we  all  had  lunch  to- 
gether, including  Eric  Boulter.  They  stayed  overnight 
with  Mr.  & Mrs.  Wilson  in  Oyster  Bay  after  having  seen 
the  play  "My  Fair  Lady"  as  guests  of  the  Wilson's. 


They  are  now  on  their  way  home.  What  a day  it  has  been- 
rain,  rain  and  more  rain. 


I hope  it  is  not  too  cold  on  Foss  Mountain.  The  leaves 
are  beginning  to  turn  and  it  is  quite  lovely  in  the 
country. 

Hope  I'll  see  you  real  soon. 

Warm  greetings  frcaa  husband  and  myself  to  you  and 
Mr.  Henney. 


Sincerely, 

P.S.  Here  we  go  againl  Have  engaged  abolish  middle- 
aged  couple  to  take  over  the  chores  at  A.R.  I do  hope 
they  prove  satisfactory.  Haif  of  the  previous  team  did 
not.  »Ah-Cr-^  


^rr.  I 


LuJLio-  ^ 

tLul<  w 

4.  :i' 

tJ^J^(f~  'TcX;'- 
*h  ' 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  S-5300 


October  23,  1956 


Dear  Nella; 

Thanks  for  your  letter  of  October  I5tti.  I'm  disappointed 
to  know  that  Polly  didn't  like  the  script  better,  but  cer- 
tainly agree  that  the  wise  thing  is  to  have  it  transcribed 
so  that  Helen  herself  can  pass  on  it.  It's  good  of  them 
to  take  the  trouble.  I'll  advise  Leah  Salisbury. 

1 hope  the  fall  colors  are  as  sensational  there  as  they 
are  here  this  fall.  It's  been  a stunning  color  show. 


Love, > 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


McCicjp 


297  '^cton  Street 
Daly  City,  Calif. 
November  6,  195^ 


Nella  Brady  Henney 
Poss  Kountain 
Snowville,  New  Haraoshire 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


I received  your  letter  today  and  thank  you  for  your 
courtesy  in  replying  to  my  recent  letter  to  Miss 
Thompson. 


How  very  sorry  I am  to  have  caused  any  concern  to 
YOU,  Miss  Thompson  or  Miss  Keller.  This  is  the  last 
thins  I would  have  v/ished;  and  I resret  my  isnorance 
in  not  seeins  the  truth  for  myself. 


It  seems  my  desire  to  do  sood  leads  me  to  paths  I 
should  not  tread;  though  this  desire  is  sincere  it 
must  not  be  soaring  the  heights  of  neaven,  ano  I 
realize  I must  search  deeper  for  the  unfolding  oi 
true  desire  into  noble  purpose. 


Miss  Sullivan  and  Miss  Keller  have  come  to  mean  much 
to  me,  for  it  is  throurrh  their  lives  that  I ^ coming 
to  see  Life  in  its  reality  and  learning  to  climb  the 
mountains  which  lead  to  my  life's  work,  wnatever  it 
may  be. 

Kow  very  great  is  my  sorrow  to  think  that  ray  wisdom 
iTnothtrow  enough  and  understandlns  not  deep 
enough  to  express  the  gratitude  in  ray  heart  mor 
purely. 


Adele  Hansen 

cc:  Miss  Polly  Thompson 

Arcan  Ridge,  Route  1 
'-’/estport.  Conn. 


Ill  Fifth  r>t.,  Garrton  City,  :;«w  York 
Kov«*bi»r  16,  1956 


"«ar  Kan, 


1 as  Inciloalng  a copy  of  Helen's  notes  on  TRt  viHACLK 
VO^K^.  *’orry  for  the  delay,  but  I did  not  get  theo  until 
after  tue  girls  had  gone  to  Boston  last  week  and  I wanted  to 
talk  with  .oily  again  before  sen'lng  them  on  to  you. 

I aust  confess  that  neither  Helen  nor  lolly  is  as 
enthusiastic  about  the  script  aa  1 an,  but  they  both  agree 
that  the  spirit  of  Annie  Sullivan  Is  there  and  they  both 
know,  as  1 do,  that  in  the  final  analysis  everything  will 
depend  upon  how  well  it  is  produced. 

All  Helen's  points  are  Irar-ortant  I think  except  her 
references  to  elisions.  1 had  not  realised  how  little  we  use 
then  in  talking  to  her.  "Isn't,"  for  example,  would  ^ more 
difficult  for  her  to  read  from  our  lips  than  "is  not"  and  I 
Judge  from  what  she  says  that  we  always  spell  out  such 
contractions  when  we  are  talking  to  her  with  our  fingers. 

There  has  always  been  a certain  stateliness  in  her  speech;  it 
la  much  core  booklet;  than  the  average.  Teacher  ererclsed  great 
care  to  keep  the  springs  of  language  pure  end  neither  she  nor 
Helen  ever  used  colloquial isms  to  ths  extent  that  t e rest  of  us 
do . 


Also  there  was  a formality,  which  seems  quaint  now,  in 
the  society  in  which  she  was  brou^t  up  and  this  I think  should 
be  preserved — note  what  she  Bays  j-bout  celling  the  doctor  "Tom," 
her  mother  "Kate,"  her  father  ^Arthur,"  P.y  younger  brothers  and 
slater  wars  never  allowed  to  call  me  by  my  naaer  I was  "Sister" 
and  Helen  to  this  ■^ay  Is  "Sister  Felen^'  to  her  younger  brother 
and  ®ister. 

fJhe  is  right  about  the  use  of  the  word  "rig."  This  is 
a Kew  Snglandlsa,  We  never  heard  it  in  the  South.  Nor  the  word 
"pinky."  The  first  time  1 heard  it  after  I cane  North  1 had  to 
ask  what  it  oiaant  and  from  the  context  1 a®  not  sure  that  Helen 
knows  yet  that  it  refers  to  the  little  finger.  Or  aa  I right?  It 
is  not  in  my  Webster. 

Both  Helen  and  'oily  Join  me  In  wishing  success  to  the 
script  in  whatever  way  it  is  performed  and  I personally  think  it 
has  a chance  of  being  one  of  the  best  dramatisations  of  the  story 
that  has  ever  been  made. 

1 am  off  to  Ohio  this  evening  and  nay  no*  talk  with  you 
before  I go.  rack  Monday.  And  I hope  to  be  in  touch  with  you 
soon  after  that. 


Pver  yours,  and  noaewhat  formally  thla  time, 


The  Miracle  Worker 


Notes  and  Corrections  by  Helen  Keller 


Page  1.  The  educated  Southerners  I knew  were  careful  of  their 
English  and  the  Doctor  was  one  of  them.  He  would  not  say 
"She’ll  live"  but  "She  will  live.  You  are  lucky.  I tell  you 
now,  I thought  she  wou}.d  not." 

"Tom"  No  one  would  think  of  addressing  the  old,  dignified 
Dr.  as  Tom,  Everybody  called  him  Doctor  or  Sir.  Ke  would  also 
say,  "She  has  the  constitution  of  a goat,  and  will  outlive  us 
all"  etc. 

Ky  father  never  said  "rig"  but  "buggy"  or  ?wagon." 

The  Doctor  would  say,  "The  main  thing  is,  the  fever  is 
gone.  I’ve  never  seen  a baby  with  more  vitality,  that  is  the 
truth.''  The  trouble  is  that  too  many  words  are  elided,  which 
gives  an  impression  of  careless  speaking. 

Somewhere  on  page  2 Helen  is  said  to  be  seven  instead  of 
six  and  a half  years  old. 

About  the  middle  of  page  3.  My  aunt’s  name  was  Evelyn, 
not  Cora.  My  mother  never  addressed  Father  as  Arthur,  but  always 
as  Captain. 

About  the  end  of  page  3.  James,  in  spite  of  his  bad 
manners  would  never  called  my  father  "Arthur,"  nor  would  he 
call  my  mother  "Kate." 

The  same  page,  I think.  Aunt  Ev  would  say,  "Vfhat  does  the 
child  want?" 

Somewhere  about  page  5.  Teacher’s  hair  was  not  "short"  or 
"tousled."  It  was  long  and  well  brushed  and  neatly  arranged  in 
the  old  fashioned  manner  of  that  day. 

About  the  end  of  page  5 occur  the  words,  "There^ is  a 
certain  crudeness,  sud  unladylike  vitality  to  her."  "An 
unwoncentional  vitality"  is  the  accurate  expression. 

As  to  her  "second  generation  of  an  echo"  of  a brogue,  I 
have  always  been  told  that  she  had  a pleasant,  natural  speaiclng 
voice. 


I guess  the  first  part  of  page  6.  There  occur  the  words, 

"In  this  box,  a gift.  From  Mrs,  Anagnos  and  me,  with  our  love. 

The  fact  is,  Mrs.  Anagnos  was  dead. 

About  page  7.  Teacher  had  no  suitcase,  but  a bag  that  was 
called  a grip. 

On  what  I guess  is  the  first  part  of  page  8 Annie  says  to 
James,  "I  had  a brother,  Jimmie."  Annie  as  I knew  her  would  never 
refer  to  the  deepest  sorrow  of  her  life  to  strangers. 
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Ihrough  page  10  I would  suggest  that  Teacher's  account  of 
the  bag  be  used  where  she  says  Helen  "felt  ray  face  and  dress 
and  my  bag,  which  she  took  out  of  my  hand  and  tried  to  open. 

✓ It  did  not  open  easily,  and  she  felt  carefully  to  see  If 

there  was  a keyhole. ..  .etc.”  The  bag  was  light,  and  besides,  the 
doll  was  In  the  trunk.  Thousands  of  children  have  read  this 
story . 

Teacher's  retort  on  page  11  1s  very  good.  Just  like  he 
"monks  under  a vow  of  silence,  which  I wish  you  would  tak 
but  I object  to  James'  stupid  Joke  and  also  to  Annie's  angry 

v/  words,  "Oh,  get  out  of  here  you " because  she  never  talked 

like  that.  She  was  often  terribly  provoked,  but  she  was  as 
particular  about  her  Jinigllsh  as  a treasure. 

On  page  13  I object  to  Teacher's  use  of  "honest."  She 
would  say , ''captain  Keller,  really  and  truly  I am  capable  of 
going  down  a ladder  myself.*' 

About  the  end  of  page  14  Teacher  says,  "I  know  a spoiled 
brat's  tantrum  when  I see  one'."  She  would  never  talk  like 

V that  to  my  mother.  Those  words  had  better  be  left  out.  There  Is 
still  too  much  elision  of  words. 

About  page  20.  There  occur  the  words,  "She  grln^jro  Teacher 
never  grinned.  No  matter  what  audacious  step  she  night  take, 
she  wore  a sad  but  defiant  smile. 

Some  lines  further  are  the  words,  "I  don't  want  her  for 
keeps."  Teacher  did  not  use  that  expression.  She  would  have 
' said,  "I  don't  want  her  to  keep,  but  to  discipline  her." 

The  end  of  page  20  or  the  beginning  of  page  21.  Teacher 
would  not  say,  "What's  that  mean?,"  but  "What  does  that  mean?" 

About  the  end  of  page  24.  Teacher  would  not  say  "pinky  down," 
but  "thumb  down." 

On  what  I guess  Is  page  25.  "Annie  at  the  desk,  A thick 
dictionary  open  before  her."  I rexember  the  dictionary,  which 
was  quite  small,  and  which  Teacher  said  was  red. 

About  the  end  of  page  25.  Teacher  would  not  say,"  She's 
learned,"  but  "She  has  learned  two  nouns  since  yesterday." 


11/22/56 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I've  been  having  a white  night  (it's  about  5 a.m.  now  and 
I hope  what  I write  here  doesn't  lose  its  luminosity  alto- 
gether by  daylight,  as  usually  happens)  on  th  e subject  of 
the  Keller-Macy  cottage  you  said  Miss  Keller  had  just  ded- 
Icted  at  Perkins, 


Because  it  didn't  seem  to  me  that  one  can  use  sudri  material 
solely  for  personal  profit,  it  has  been  my  intention  to  put 
some  percentage,  I thought  10^,  of  any  money  I received  for 
The  Miracle  Worker  back  into  work  for  the  blind.  Suppose 
we  took  some  of  CBS's  money,  if  and  when  it  changes  hands, 
and  put  it  into  the  Keller-Macy  cottage?  Any  other  recipi- 
ent that  Miss  Keller  cares  to  suggest  would  be  agreeable  to 
me,  but  such  a cottage  seems  particularly  appropriate. 

Besides  this,  I intended  to  send  out  a letter  to  evoyyane 
connected  with  the  telecast,  actors,  production  people, 
stagehands,  delicately  suggesting  they  might  be  interested 
in  following  suit,  ktoether  this  would  result  in  anything 
I don't  know,  but  with  such  a specific  end  in  view  as  that 
cottage  I think  it  well  might. 

But  further:  my  wife  says  TV  is  a mass  medium,  #iy  not  try 
to  make  use  of  it  as  a mass  medium?  This  gets  complicated 
and  probably  difficult;  as  you  perhaps  know,  authors  tend 
to  get  lost  in  such  huge  mechanisms  as  television  and  movies, 
but  I should  like  to  pursue  the  possibility  of  using  the 
show  for  money-raising  purposes,  if  it  does  not  offend  Miss 
Keller.  Perhaps  I could  write  a curtain- speech  into  the 
script,  or  perhaps  we  could  induce  ofle  of  the  sponsors  to 
devote  his  commercial- spot  to  an  appeal  for  funds.  I am 
hazy  about  this;  there  may  network  regulations  against  such 
practices,  or  even  if  there  are  not,  it  may  be  Impossible 
to  swing,  but  I can  make  the  effort. 


Can  we  talk  about  this  next  Monday  or  Tuesday?  I shall  be 
in  NY  then,  without  family  and  I trust  without  germs  (it 
seems  it  isn't  the  mumps  after  all),  and  will  call  you  dur- 
ing the  afternoon  on  Monday.  I'd  be  glad  to  drive  out  to 
Garden  City  Monday  evening,  unless  you  prefer  not  to  break 
into  your  evening  at  home,  or  we  might  have  lunch  together 
on  Tuesday  in  town.  I should  start  back  Tuesday  afternoon, 
though  if  necessary  I can  delay  until  Tuesday  evening. 


I called  both  the  TV  director,  Arthur  Penn,  and  my  agent, 
Mrs.  Salisbury,  and  asked  them  to  draw  up  whatever  is  needed 
in  the  way  of  a legal  release  for  the  material,  so  you  may 
hear  from  one  or  both.  But  probably  not  before  you  hear 
fixjm  me  on  Monday.  That's  the  26th.  Penn  leaves  for  the 
west  coatit  in  mid-December,  and  I know  he'd  be  much  relieved 
if  the  legal  stuff  were  in  hand  before  then. 


SlncerSly, 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


November  23,  1956 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  letter  of  November  16th  and 
for  the  careful  letter  from  the  girls . I do  appreciate 
the  time  they've  put  into  this  matter. 

Affectionate  best. 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


M(.C;cjp 


KJd-o.  L>  , 

JUSbL  - 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  help.  I wanted  only  to  add 
that  I have  not  seen  and  probably  will  not  see  the  re- 
lease-form that  is  submitted  to  you;  I hope  It  is  simple 
and  modest  enough  to  present  no  difficulties.  But  the 
legal  mind  is  in  insatiable  end  paranoid  one,  and  if  the 
form  includes  anything  that  seems  ill-advised,  by  all 
means  discuss  it  with  Mr  McGonnick  or  directly  with  my 
agent,  Leah  Salisbury,  234  West  44th,  NYC,  LA  4-8628. 

For  example,  CBS  in  the  form  they  presented  to  us  had 
the  taste  to  ask  only  for  the  exclusive  rights  to  all 
the  Helen  Keller  material  (no  refernce  to  this  particular 
script)  in  perpetuity  in  all  media  throughout  the  world 
without  end.  V/e  returned  it  with  the  suggestion  that  it 
should  be  accompanied  by  an  offer  of  a couple  of  million 
dollars;  I think  what  you  receive  now  will  be  a bit  more 
realistic,  but  if  it  is  not,  or  is  in  any  way  objection- 
able, please  let  me  know  by  calling  me  collect  at  Stock- 
bridge  52. 

Speaking  with  you  whetted  my  appetite  anew,  and  I do 
hope  I can  have  a session  vrith  you  to  talk  more  about 
Mrs  Macy,  not  v/ith  an  eye  to  any  literary  operations,  just 
to  hear  more  about  her. 


Sincerely  youi’s, 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


November  28,  1956 


Dear  Mrs . Henney: 

Our  head  of  foreign  and  reprint  rights.  Miss  Mina 
Turner,  has  written  to  Editorial  Sudamericana,  in 
Buenos  Aires,  inasmuch  as  we  control  translation 
rights  on  THE  STORY  OF  MY  UFE.  According  to 
our  records,  the  contract  was  made  through  a New 
York  agent  (probably  through  their  South  American 
subagent).  Therefore  Editorial  Sudamericana  has 
now  been  requested  by  us  to  make  a statement  to 
whom  thej?  must  make  payments. 

This  is  the  long  way  round  (Cape  Horn,  isn't  it?) 
but  should  ultimately  produce  results! 


Assistant  to 
Ken  McCormick 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


KS:cjp 


Leah  Salisbury 


NEW  YORK 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • ARTISTS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE  ADDRESS:  LEASALIS,  NEW  YORK 


Iviy  dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

May  I just  add  to  the  attached  copy 
of  a letter  to  Xen  McCormick  my  appreciation 
for  your  courtesies  and  help,  and  my  deep 
admiration  for  Miss  Xe^ler  and  all  of  you 
who  are  with  her. 


November  29,  1956 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Kella  Henney 

111  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Lone-  Island 


LS/ps 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS’  REPRESENTATIVES 


Leah  Salisbur)^ 

NEW  YORK 

PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • ARTISTS'  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE  ADDRESS;  LEASALIS.  NEW  YORK 


November  29,  1956 


COPY 


Dear  Ken: 

Re:  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  by  William  Qlbson 


As  we  agreed  a few  minutes  ago  over  the  telephone 
I am  sending  you  herewith  one  copy  of  the  release,  and 
In  the  same  mall  by  special  delivery  we  are  sending 
three  copies  to  Mrs.  Nella  Henney,  111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island,  with  a copy  of  this  letter 
so  that  you  will  both  have  copies  before  you  when  you 
talk  on  the  phone . 

Mr.  Gibson  tells  me  he  learned  from  Mrs.  Henney 
that  only  Mildred  Keller  of  those  chamcters  mentioned 
toward  the  end.  Is  alive.  I agree  with  you  it  would 
be  best  for  her  to  receive  the  papers  for  her  signature 
direct  from  Mrs.  Henney. 

You  have  been  wonderfully  helpful  and  I am  deeply 
grateful  - so  forgive  me  for  mentioning  again  that  the 
broadcasting  company  is  pressing  to  get  this  settled,  so 
that  they  can  show  the  scid.pt  to  Julie  Harris. 

Thanking  you  again  and  with  every  good  wish. 

Sincerely, 


Mr.  K«n  McCormick 
Double  day  .Sc  Company,  Inc. 
5?5  Madison  Avenue 
New  York  22,  New  York 

LS/ps 
Enc . 

cc:  Mrs.  Nella  Henney 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 


'»VAlkins  .|-o.j2o 

CAHI.K  Al>nRFSS: 
RKI.IFI-T.R.  NFW  YORK 


American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 

FORMERLY  AMERICAN  BRAILLE  PRESS  FOR  WAR  .S:  CIVILIAN  BLIND  (KOUNDEI)  H)  I r,) 
22  WEST  I7TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y. 


OFFICERS 

William  Ziegler.  Jr. 
President 

Richard  H.  Migf.i. 
Vice-President 

Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 
Vice-President 

Max  Shoop 

Vice-President 

Eustace  Seligman 
Secretary 

Alexander  M.  Laughlin 
Treasurer 


•Helen  Keller 
Counselor, 

International  Relations 


•M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

•Eric  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director 


F.  Abbott  Incalls 
Director, 

Europe — Middle  East  Regioti 


George  L.  Rayerat 
Consultant 


European  Office 
1.J  rue  daru 

PARIS  8,  FRANCE 


•Blind. 


December  3»  1956 


Mrs,  J.K.  Henney 
111  - 5th  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 

Dear  l-Irs.  Henney; 

We  would  like  to  invite  you  to  a small  luncheon  being 
given  by  the  AFOB  Board  of  Directors  on  Wednesday,  Decem- 
ber 12,  at  12;U5  P.M.  in  the  Peter  Warren  Room  of  the 
Number  One  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  (corner  8th  St.  and  Fifth 
Ave.) 


At  this  time,  AJOB's  beloved  Counselor,  Miss  Helen 
Keller  and  her  companion,  Polly  Thomson,  will  be  pres- 
ent to  receive  a replica  of  a statue  erected  in  their 
honor  by  the  people  of  Niigata,  Japan.  The  statuette 
will  be  presented  by  a representative  of  the  Japanese 
Government  and  members  of  President  Eisenhower's  "People 
to  People"  program  ’.■Till  be  in  attendance. 

Following  the  presentation,  AFOB's  newly  produced  film 
narrated  by  Lowell  Thomas,  i-ri.ll  be  shown  to  the  Board 
members. 

Will  you  please  return  the  enclosed  card  so  that  we 
may  look  forward  to  having  j'’ou  join  us  on  the  12th. 

Sincerely  yours, 

<f  2^  'f- 


ETB/m 

End/ 


Eric  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director 


*Col.  E.  A.  BAKER,  M.C.,  O.B.E. 

Managing  Director,  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

PRINCESS  MARGARET 

DRAPER  BONCOMPAGNI 

New  York,  New  York 

BERNARDS.  CARTER 

Paris,  France 

•JOSEPH  F.  CLUNK 

Meneging  Direelor,  Philodelphie  Branch, 
Penniylvania  Aiiocialion  (or  the  Blind, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

MISS  KATHARINE  CORNELL 

New  York.  New  York 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


DR.  GABRIEL  FARRELL 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

DR.  GEORGE  A.  FITCH 

Taipeh,  Formosa 

VICE-ADMIRAL  C.  S.  FREEMAN 

New  York,  New  York 

DR.  C.  L.  HSIA 

New  York,  New  York 

ALEXANDER  M.  LAUGHLIN 

New  York.  New  York 

DR.  JOHN  P.  MACNIE 

New  York,  New  York 


GARFIELD  D.  MERNER 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

*GEORGE  F.  MEYER 

Executive  Director,  New  Jersey 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
Newark,  N.  J. 

M.  C.  MIGEL 

Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees, 
American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 

New  York,  New  York 

JANSEN  NOYES,  Jr. 

New  York,  New  York 


*PETER  J.  SALMON 

Executive  Director,  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

FRANK  K.  SANDERS,  Jr. 

New  York,  New  York 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 

New  York,  New  York 

MAX  SHOOP 

Paris,  France 

LOWELL  THOMAS 

New  York.  New  York 

WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  Jr. 

New  York,  New  York 
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HARCOURT,  BRACE  AND  COnPANY,  inc 
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December  11,  1956 


Mrs.  Kella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Avenue 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 


It  is  good  of  you  to  give 
us  permission  to  record  Kiss  Helen  Keller's  THREE 
DAYS  TO  SEE.  Vg'e  will  get  a good  reader  in  accord- 
ance with  your  siiggestion  and,  of  course,  we  will 
see  to  it  in  addition  to  the  payments  agreed  on, 
that  you  and  Mss  Keller  receive  the  final  record 
with  our  compliments. 


ncerely  your 


nes  M.  Reid 
iitor  of  the  School 
Textbook  Department 


JMRilmm 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 

MURRAY  HILL  g-5300 


December  17,  1956 


Dear  Ne  11a : 

We're  having  so  much  confused  corres- 
pondence with  Editorial  Sudamericana 
in  Buenos  Aires  about  THE  WORLD  I 
LIVE  IN  by  Helen  Keller.  Here's  a 
copy  of  their  latest  letter.  Frankly, 
we  don't  have  a line  on  this  at  all. 

Can  you  help  me? 


Yours, 


Kern  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs  . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


M c C : c j p 
end. 
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^AT•  racflived  your  l«ttr^r  of  I>ov«Eib«r  26  Inforadnc  ua 


on«  b/  u«  to  Mb*  llelon  h*B  b««n  forwBini«d  to  you* 

Tbis  fact  Burpriaes  3 wy  rn»h  Blrtee  n?  to  cikt*  W6  lur* 
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J.Vii'/  tr'  .Y  U/ii)  to  tlio  prlrate  address  of  HIbb  Ktllsr  and  rum*  haaH 
'‘ro*  her  haTla;  b literary  aj^e-t. 


ir/iS  HI"  uas  ilso  signed  'y  1j3  Keller  and  one  of  -its  clausee  stipulates 
that:  '.'ill  .-monies  ufk-er  th  ^ a'ree“.erit  shall  be  pai!  to  . las  Helen  '•ell*-' 
/iTca.u  ■ildRe,  e’estport". 


• ts,  f.rk!  the  Intervention  of  !eisrs  C-irtls  !l:own  Ltd  -lal  the^r  skAxacBrit 
' Ar.'entina,  we  are  Irkcline  *.  ? t-elleve  that  there  ;.uat  be  sone  -.ists'^*. 
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( THIS  SIDE  OF  CARD  IS  FOR  ADDRESS 
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Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I. 

N.Y. 


Dear  Mrs . Henney 


I am  deeply  Indebted  to  you  for  helping  on 
those  legal  clearances, 

stead 

There  Is  a good  chance  I will  bo  in  West  Hemp-,x 
this  Saturday  afternoon,  the  22nd,  May  I call 
you  from  the  city  on  Friday,  to  see  whether  it 
is  possible  to  have  a non-business  meeting? 


r-rv 


hu  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR..  President 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES.  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Nella: 

As  agreed,  I am  returning  to  you  the  letter  which  Mr.  Gibson  originally 
wrote  to  you  and  which  found  its  way  to  me. 

I was  happy  to  hear  that  you  have  been  able  to  settle  the  matter  through 
a donation  directly  to  the  Helen  Keller  deaf-blind  fund. 

Let  me  know  if  there  is  anything  more  I can  do. 

Best  personal  regards  and  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  fOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNEn 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


December  27,  1956 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRB  ! s 


Enc. 


•Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC. 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  K-3300 


December  31>  1956 


Dear  Nella: 

Here's  a copy  of  the  original  letter  from  Edi- 
torial Sudamaricana.  Sorry  if  we've  been  too 
stupido  I applaud  any  efforts  to  make  things 
simpler.  I'm  sorry  that  they  didn't  work  out. 

Best  to  you. 


Editor  in  C3iief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 
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Suggeflted  re-write  of  the  second  paragraph  of  Helen's 
letter  refoalng  the  dngre'e  from  Boston  ’iniverslty: 

Eut  for  many  years  I have  declined  all  honorary  degrees 
except  the  one  from  Harvard  which,  as  a graduate  of  Radcllffe 
I felt  I could  not  refuse.  It  embarrassed  me  to  accept  it, 
though  Harvard  rjniversity  seems  like  a lifelong  friend  to  me. 

Ihe  honor  that  I cherish  most  Is  to  be  allowed  to  march  In 
step  with  all  humanity  up  the  rugged  hel^.ts  of  endeavor  towards 
the  new  civilization  that  shall  bless  the  world  with  peace  and 
brotherhood.  I am  grateful  for  your  faith  In  me, 

V/tih  warmest  greetings  etc, 

F.S.  I am  very  sure  that  It  la  Dr.  Case,  not  Case. 

Boston  ’'niverslty,  as  I told  you,  is  one  o-^  the  great 
Instltutlone  of  the  country.  It  was  founded  In  1839  and  has 
more  than  18,000  students.  Harvard  has  about  10,000.  If  Boston 
University  were  in  any  other  city  it  would  be  much  more  famous 
In  its  own  right.  It  is  a fine  school  and  I believe  Robert 
Pfeiffer  gives  more  time  to  It  than  he  does  to  Harvard. 
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Leah  Salisbury 


NEW  YORK 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • ARTISTS*  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE  ADDRESS:  LEASALIS.  NEW  YORK 


Dear  Helen  Keller  and  Nella  Henney: 

»Ve  are  pleased  to  inform  you  that 
’A'illiam  Gibson's  television  play  "The  Miracle 
"Jorker"  will  be  telecast  live  from  California 
on  Thursday  evening,  February  7th,  9:30-11  New 
York  time  on  Playhouse  90  over  CBS,  with  Teresa 
Wright  and  Patty  McCormack  in  the  cast,  produced 
by  Martin  Manulis,  and  directed  by  Arthur  Penn. 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Mr.  Gibson 
is  out  there  now  attending  rehearsals. 

Mr.  Gibson  and  I wish  to  thank  you  again 
for  your  cooperation  and  help. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City 
Long  Island 

LS/ps 


January  31,  1957 


Sincerely, 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS’  REPRESENTATIVES 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


h 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  K-5300 


February  5,  1957 


Dear  Nella; 

Please  pass  aloag  to  the  girls  the  fact  that 
William  Gibson's  television  play,  "The  Miracle 
Worker"  is  now  scheduled  to  be  telecast  bve 
from  California  on  Thursday  evening,  February 
7th,  9:30  to  11,  New  York  Time,  on  "Playhouse 
90"  over  CBS.  Teresa  Wright  and  Patty  McCor- 
mack will  be  in  the  cast,  produced  by  Martin 
Manulis  and  directed  by  Arthur  Penn.  Mr. 
Gibson  is  out  there  attending  rehearsals  to 
be  sure  that  they  don't  take  any  liberties. 

Maybe  Polly  can  watch  this  if  they  have  a tele- 
vision set  and  com.municate  the  results  to 
Helen. 


Love,' 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
f^arden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


McC'.cjp 


ARCAN  RIDGE 
WESTPORT,  CONN. 


Oear  Mrs.  Henney, 

Will  you  kindly  look  over  the  enclosed  letter 
which  Mr.  Boulter  prepared  for  Helen's  signature  (the  one 
addressed  to  Marian  Anderson)  to  see  if  it  can  be  shortened. 

I want  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  your  very 
sweet  card  of  sjcipathy.  I do  appreciate  your  thoughtfulness. 

No  doubt  Polly  has  told  you  that  I am  leaving  for 
Florida  tomorrow  ni^t  and  vfill  be  away  until  March  11th. 
Since  Helen  and  Polly  v.i.11  be  away  dixring  this  time,  Mr. 
Barnett's  secretary,  Marta  Sobieski,  will  take  care  of 
anything  that  might  need  immediate  attention. 


With  warm  greetings  to  you  and  Mr.  Henney, 


Sincerely  yours. 


February  seventh 
1 9 ? 7 


DRAFT  LETTER  FOR  HELEN  TO  SEND  TO  f-IARION  ANDERSON 


February  6,  I957 


I<ty  dear  Marion: 

I know  you  are  aware  of  my  deep  concern  for  the  well  being  of  my  blind 
friends  in  countries  around  the  world  and  my  constant  desire  to  be  of 
service  to  them.  I am  confident  too  that  you  would  wish  to  help  in 
some  appropriate  way  for  the  promotion  of  human  dignity  and  happiness 
among  the  exiles  of  the  dark.'  Now,  I hope  you  will  forgive  me  for 
imposing  upon  our  friendship  by  seeking  your  assistance  in  a matter 
which  I consider  to  be  of  tremendious  importance.  Certainly  your  full 
cooporation  would  bring  me  real  and  lasting  pleasure. 

For  more  than  40  years  I have  been  associated  with  American  Foundation 
for  Overseas  Blind,  Inc.,  a truly  fine  non-profit  organization  dedicated 
to  the  creation  and  constant  improvement  of  programs  and  services  for 
the  well-being  of  blind  children  and  adults  in  foreign  lands.  During 
the  last  10  years  or  so  my  work  for  this  Foundation  has  become  ever 
more  active. 

Throughout  my  life's  work  and  particularly  during  my  journeys  in  distant 
lands  I have  had  occasion  to  note  the  ^eat  and  constructive  impact 
music  cam  make  on  the  lives  of  the  blind,  young  and  old  alike.  I have, 
therefore,  expressed  deep  graditute  to  AFOB  for  the  service  it  has 
always  maintained  for  the  promotion  of  music  appreciation  and  training 
in  its  world-wide  program.  I firmly  believe  that  this  vital  aspect  of 
its  work  must  be  n\irtured  and  extended. 

As  a result  of  our  conferences  on  the  subject,  the  Foundation  now  plans 
to  seek  the  special  support  of  music  lovers  throughout  America.  I am 
certain  that  if  approached  for  such  a noble  purpose  many  peopld  across 
our  land  would  wish  to  join  the  crusade.  But,  it  is  essential  that  the 
music  loving  public  recognize  that  the  Foundation's  work  has  the  support 
of  a distinguished  musical  personality  whom  they  respect  and  trust. 

I wholeheartedly  join  with  my  friends  at  the  Foundation  in  their  belief 
that  a letter  bearing  your  signature  would  be  warmly  and  sympathetically 
received  by  those  individuals  whom  it  is  planned  to  approach. 


-oWt  LiiTTEI^  TOR  MARION  ANDERSON 
2 

I am  enclosing  a copy  of  the  letter  which  the  Foundation  plans  to  circvilate 
to  persons  who  appear  to  have  a special  awareness  of  the  importance  of 
music  in  the  lives  of  us  all.  I am  sure  you  will  agree  that  it  is  dignified 
in  tone  and  content  and  tliat  its  general  purpose  is  one  in  which  you  can 
proudly  share. 

Sincerely  I hope  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  allow  the  Foundation 
to  use  yoiir  name.  Fion  my  long  experience  I can  assirre  you  that  your 
association  with  the  Foundation  will  not  involve  you  in  public  criticism 
or  controversy.  I am  sure,  in  fact,  that  it  will  both  heighten  your 
personal  interest  in  the  well  being  of  the  blind  and  deepen  the  great 
respect  in  which  you  are  now  held  by  your  admirers  across  the  land. 

I do  hope  that  I sheQ.!  shortly  receive  an  affirmative  response  from  you. 

If  so  will  you  please  be  good  enough  to  send  me  one  or  two  specimens  of 
your  signature  so  that  the  Foundation  can  make  a replica  for  use  with 
the  letter.  If  you  require  more  detailed  information  about  the  work  of 
American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  perhaps  you  will  call  me  or 
Mr.  Eric  T.  Boulter,  Field  Director  of  the  Foundation.  His  telephone 
number  is  WAtkins  4-0420.  As  always  this  letter  brings  with  it  the 
foundest  greetings  of  Polly  and  myself  and  our  warmest  wishes  for  your 
continued  health  and  happines. 


Affectionally  yours, 

K 


k 


February  J , I957 


Dear  Mrs . Brown : 

Have  you  ever  stopped  to  consider  how  greatly  music  can  enrich  the 
lives  of  the  blind?  To  most  of  us  who  are  blessed  with  sight  music  affords 
camfort  and  spiritual  nourishment.  How  much  more  precious  music  in  all  its 
forms  is  to  the  sightless.'  It  is  a som-ce  of  cultural  and  artistic  activity 
in  which,  rath  intelligent  assistance,  the  liandicap  of  blindness  can  be  over- 
come. 


In  its  global  program  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  world's  l4 
million  blind  people  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  has  al\ra,ys 
placed  special  emphasis  upon  music.  Since  1915  it  has  maintained  a service 
for  the  transcription  of  all  types  of  music  into  braille,  its  published 
works  reaching  schools,  organizations  and  individual  musicians  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Foundation  technicians  have  developed  Ingenious  devices  for 
blind  musicians  to  raite  orthodox  staff  notation  and  to  instruct  seeing 
students  adequately.  AFOB  field  workers  encourage  the  creation  of  programs 
for  inculcating  a real  appreciation  for  music  among  the  sightless.  From 
their  vast  experience  they  know  that  music  can  act  upon  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  blind  children  as  a mighty  force  in  the  upbuilding  of  character  and  nor- 
mal living. 

Now,  the  Foundation  is  engaged  in  a tremendous  task.  At  the  request 
of  delegates  to  a conference  of  nineteen  nations  AFOB  has  agreed  to  catalogue 
all  braille  music  yet  transcribed  throughout  the  world  and  coordinate  future 
production  so  as  to  avoid  wasted  effort  and  expense.  Already  a listing  of 
ten  thousand  pieces  of  the  world's  piano  music  is  prepared  and  being  circula- 
ted. Later  sections  will  cover  vocal  music  and  theory,  the  organ,  violin, 
cello  and  other  instruments. 

The  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  relies  upon  the  responsive 
interest  of  the  people  of  this  country  to  help  expand  its  vital  work.  Know- 
ing as  I do  the  great  impact  that  music  can  maJce  on  the  lives  of  all  blind 
people,  I am  appealing  to  all  music  lovers  throughout  America  to  support  the 
Foundation's  noble  efforts.  Earnestly  I entreat  you  to  give  as  generously 
as  you  can,  so  that  the  blessings  of  music  and  education  can  enlarge  the 
capacities  of  blind  children  in  far-off  lands  for  achievement  and  happiness. 

Sincerely  yours. 


l«larian  Anderson 
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2/12/57 


Dear  Nella  - 


The  liking  is  mutual,  and  turnabout  is  fair 

play:  may  I? 


The  response  to  the  telecast  has  been  awfully 
good,  the  reviews  favorable,  the  word-of-mouth  reports  most 
enthusiastic,  and  today  I received  a lovely  letter  fl-om  Nancy 
Hamilton. 


Meanwhile  since  my  tetum  I've  been  trying  to 
clear  up  three  weeks'  back  stuff  on  other  matters,  so  I haven't 
written  you.  But  this  week  we  intend  to  make  another  valiant 
effort  to  get  down  to  the  city,  my  wife  would  love  to  meet  you, 
and  since  on  Saturday  we  will  be  out  on  the  island,  would  it 
be  possible  for  you  to  have  lunch  with  us  somewhere  in  Garden 
City  or  for  us  to  visit  you  in  the  early  afternoon?  If  Illness 
again  keeps  her  here  (we  ejcpect  it,  matter  of  course)  I will 
come  aloiie,  and  give  you  a brief  blow-by-blow  account  of  the 
production. 

I'll  phone  you  Thursday  night  or  Friday  from 

town. 


With  thanks,  and  all  my  best. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


February  14,  1957 


Dear  Nella: 


The  Gibson  Hellen  Keller-Anne  Sullivan  Macy 
broadcast  the  other  night  was  sufficiently  suc- 
cessful so  that  there’s  quite  a bit  of  interest 
in  movies.  Did  you  ever  commit  yourself  to 
movies  in  any  way  on  Anne  Sullivan  Macy? 

If  not,  would  you  be  interested  in  having  Leah 
Salisbury  pursue  this  matter  in  connection 
with  Gibson’s  script  and  your  book? 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


I 


McC;cjp 
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Iferion,  Illinois 

Feb.  15,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I am  so  very  grateful  for  the  permission  to 
name  an  Iris  for  ^CLss  Keller.  Will  you  please  thank 
her  for  me  when  she  returns  from  her  trip. 


Sincerely, 

/ 


Mrs.  W.  J.  Hinkle 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC  75  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  1-5300 


February  21,  1957 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  good  letter  of  February 
18th.  I'll  pass  your  word  along  to  Leah  Salisbury. 

Affectionate  best. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City 
Long  Island,  New  York 

McC:cjp 


Yours, 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  CMef 


The  television  presentation 
of  TIK  MIRACLE  WORKER 
appeared  on  Feb.  7.  19‘r7. 

This  telegram  came  from 
Texas  where  Helen  and  Polly 
were  visiting  Phillips 
Keller.  The  meeting  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gibson  took  place  on 
March  19  when  I had  them  all 
for  lunch  at  the  Harvard  Club. 
Polly  had  been  very  pleased 
with  the  TV  production  and 
the  occasion  was  verv 
pleasant.  If  Helen  had  any 
mispivinKS  she  did  not  express 
them.  The  reference  to  the 
AFB  had  to  do  with  the  fact  that 
at  that  time  they  did  not 
have  a copy  of  Nancy's 
documentary  of  Helen. 


WESTERN  UNION 

TELEGRAM 

W.  P.  MARSHALL,  prcvioknt 

the  dare  line  or\  domcACic  telegrams  is  STTANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  origin.  Time  of  receipt  la  STANDARD  TIME  at  poi'ni  of  destination 

A328  DA416  , f;,  '9  CO 

D WV/AO52  NL  PD=M1NERAL  WELLS  TEX  22= 

:W  ILL  I AH  KEITH  I HENNEY=X 

111  5TH  ST  GARDEMCITY  NY= 

THANKS  WONDERFUL  LETTER  NOT  SURPRISED  A F B LACK  OF 
interest  AN  OLD  STORY  LOOKING  FORWARD  TO  KNOWING  HR 
GIBSON  GRADUALLY  REGAINING  EQUILIBRIUM  DELIGHTFUL 
VISIT  WITH  PHILLIPS  AND  FAMILY  ALL  INTELLIGENT  AND 
AFFECTIONATE  LOVE  TO  B0TH= 
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THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


M.  C MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


■GEORGE  r.  MEYER,  Vict-Prendem 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  StcreHry 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR,,  Trcaiurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

111  5th  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island 

Dear  Nella: 

I believe  we  terminated  our  telephone  conversations  of  a week  ago 
by  agreeing  that  you  would  contact  me  with  regard  to  a planned  showing 
of  the  Story  of  Helen  Keller  film  at  Foundation  headquarters.  This  is 
still  well  and  good. 

I am  just  writing  to  let  you  know  that  we  do  now  have  a permanent  copy 
of  the  film  at  our  headquarters.  The  only  possible  difficulty  about 
showing  it  soon  is  in  my  own  travel  commitments  but  if  necessary  a 
showing  can  be  arranged  even  if  I am  out  of  town. 

Will  await  your  call. 

Best  personal  regards. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


February  Z8,  1957 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRB/s 

cc:  Dr.  Ziemer 


•Blind 
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Class  of  Service 


Thi»  ift  a message 
unless  Its  deferred  char* 
icier  Is  indicated  by  the 
proper  syniixsl. 


WESTERN  UNION 


TELEGRAM 

W.  P.  MARSHALL.  Presiocnt 
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DL  = r>av  Letter 


NL  = Nlj{ht  Letter 


LT= 


International 
Letter  Tclc«ram 


The  filing  rime  shown  in  the  date  line  on  domestic  telegrams  is  STANDARD  1 IME  at  point  of  origin.  7 U STANDARD  TIME  at  pk.>int  of  destination 


THE  COMPANY*  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  PROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


Leah  Salisbury 

NEW  YORK 

PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • ARTISTS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE  ADDRESSi  LEASALIS.  NEW  YORK 

March  12,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Henneyj 

Mr.  Gibson  has  asked  that  the  enclosed  check  - drawn  to  the 
order  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  - be  sent  you 
together  with  a copy  of  the  contract  between  him  and  CBS 
covering  its  use  of  his  script,  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER.  We  are 
also  enclosing  of  the  statement  we  are  sending  Mr.  Gibson  so 
that  you  will  see  exactly  how  we  arrived  at  the  amount  of  the 
check. 

Once  again  we  would  like  to  repeat  how  much  we  all  valued  and 
appreciated  the  time  and  effort  you  contributed  toward  making 
the  telecast  a possibility  - we  wish  it  were  possible  to  let 
you  hear  with  us  all  the  wonderful  reactions  the  program 
inspired. 

Best  wishes  from  all  of  us... 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I.,  N.Y. 
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MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS’ 


REPRESENTATIVES 


1 iiTw  rrTi 


STATEMENT 


nATF  ';1AR  1 2 i95T 

LEAH  SALISBURY 


In  account  With  WlXliam  GlbSOU. 


FOR  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 


City Theatre 


REMARKS  Paymont  from  CBS -TV  as  weekending 

agreed  in  contrast  dated  January  1957. 


G 


ROSS  RECEIPTS; 


TOTAL  Royalty  Received: 


Less  CommissionIO  % 


STOCK: 


Amateur: 


Less  lO/o  to  charities 
designated  by  Helen  Keller 
per  agreement  11/28/56 

Less  Expenses: 

AUTHORS  LEAGUE  ASSESSMENTS  WEEKS  ENDING; 

«-Check  drawn  to  i^iiorican 
Foundation  for  tne  Blind 

AUTHORS  LEAGUE  DUES: 


$6250.00 


62r>.00 

56a5.00 


562.50  * 
5062.50 


TAXES: 

Income  Tax  ,>1125.00 
Soc.  Sec.  94.50 
State  Disab.  .30 

K-sppducted  by  •?■£ 


1219.60 


CHECK  HEREWITH: 


53842.70 


M*C.  MIGEL,  Cha!rmdn,  Board  of  Tru$le«J 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


■M.  ROBERT  BARNEn 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LLD. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


March  20,  1957 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  5th  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Nella: 

This  is  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  March  13  in  which  you  reported 
again  the  desire  on  the  part  of  Mr.  William  Gibson  to  make  a contribution 
to  the  work  of  Helen  Keller  in  appreciation  for  her  and  your  assistance 
in  the  preparation  of  the  recent  television  drama  based  upon  her  life. 

In  that  letter  you  also  conveyed  his  check  for  $562.  50,  which  we  believe 
is  a very  generous  contribution  on  his  part. 

I have  enclosed  an  extra  copy  of  this  letter  to  which  is  attached  the  formal 

receipt  for  the  money  made  out  to  Mr.  Gibson.  It  was  my  thought  that 

you  probably  would  like  to  convey  it  to  him  yourself,  and  I would  hope 

that  when  you  do  so,  you  will  express  again  for  us  personally  our  congratulations 

for  having  done  an  excellent  job  with  the  show  as  well  as  our  thanks  for 

the  contribution.  The  instructions  of  Miss  Keller,  as  relayed  by  you  in 

this  case,  have  been  carried  out  and  the  money  has  been  credited  to  the 

Foundation's  fund  for  services  to  deaf-blind  persons. 

Best  personal  regards. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRB/s 


Enc. 

cc:  Miss  Keller 


•Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


’GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretory 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR  , Treosurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Nella; 

Thanks  for  your  letter  of  March  20.  I was  sorry  to  hear  that  you  are 
still  having  trouble  getting  rid  of  that  little  bug  that  has  been  bothering 
you  but  perhaps  the  promise  of  spring  days  will  hasten  your  complete 
recovery. 

I am  leaving  this  afternoon  on  a field  trip  which  will  take  me  out  of  the 
City  and  State  for  approximately  a week.  As  soon  as  1 return,  I will 
look  over  my  calendar,  which  is  rather  crowded  for  the  next  few  weeks, 
and  get  in  touch  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson  to  carry  our  your  splendid 
suggestion  that  we  invite  them  to  visit  here.  1 would,  of  course,  hope 
that  you  could  come  and  will  let  you  know  the  exact  date  in  the  event 
you  would  still  be  in  this  vicinity. 

1 think  the  matter  of  the  Reader's  Digest  request  to  Helen  was  perfectly 
handled.  Your  letter  is  one  of  the  best  1 have  ever  seen  done  when  it  was 
necessary  for  someone  to  turn  down  an  important  request  for  Helen's 
help.  You  had  better  watch  out  or  we'll  be  asking  you  to  do  more  of  them. 
Incidentally,  you  undoubtedly  will  get  a response  from  Reader's  Digest 
and  there  is  a good  chance  that  they  will  not  want  to  accept  the  reasoning, 
about  confusion  among  contributors.  If  you  wish,  please  call  me  to  go 
over  their  reply  and  it  is  possible  that  I might  be  of  some  assistance  to  you, 
if  an  additional  letter  from  you  is  indicated. 

Best  personal  regards. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  ol  National  and  International  Relations 


March  21 , 1957 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


•6l.„d 


MRB/s 


Please  see  reverse  side 


The  READER’S  Digest 

PLBASANTVILLE  • NBW  YORK 

April  10,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Henney; 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  March  20th, 

I can  fully  appreciate  Miss  Keller's  position  and  her 
feelings  in  this  matter.  Hov/ever,  there  are  one  or  tv;o  points 
which  I should  like  to  clarify. 

Perhaps  I did  not  make  it  clear  that  the  purpose  of  the 
suggested  essay  vjas  to  encourage  the  readers  of  The  Reader's 
Digest  to  contribute,  through  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind  in  Louisville,  for  subscriptions  to  the  Braille  Edition 
of  the  Digest.  Since  the  Digest  is  by  a wide  margin  the  most 
widely  read  magazine  in  the  world.  Miss  Keller  would  be  able 
to  reach  unbelievably  more  millions  than  through  any  other 
available  means  of  communication. 

The  Digest  encourages  free  use  of  its  material  in  Braille 
editions,  not  only  in  the  United  States  but  in  many  other 
countries  and  languages.  Appeals  made  through  it  are  the  main 
source  of  support  for  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind. 

In  view  of  these  facts  I am.  taking  the  liberty  of  resub- 
mitting the  proposed  essay  in  the  hope  that  further  considera- 
tion may  be  given  to  the  presentation  of  Miss  Keller's  message 
to  assist  this  important  work. 

Vi/lth  all  good  v^lshes. 


swf  ;b 
enc . 

Miss  Nella  Broddy  Henney 
111  5th  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


OFFICE  OF  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  • UNITED  STATES  AND  INTERNATIONAL  EDITIONS 
DIRECTOR:  STERLING  W.  FISHER 


voTt 


THK  hEA0EH*3  DlQtST  wr  TO  SMI 

Bj  delen  Keller 


I'he  ear  Id  of  the  bHod  Is  far  frcn  the  total,  onlless  abyss  of 
blackness  that  sighted  persons  suspect,  be  blind  ciesel^  a keen  serwc 
of  inner  Tision.  se  compensats  for  not  being  able  to  see  things  by 
fonoing  mental  pictures  of  the  things  around  us.  'i'hls  say,  the  many 
beauties  ol'  the  sorld  ore  not  lest  to  us. 

Per  those  sho  soro  blinded  dinrlng  middle  life,  there  are  the 
added  amories  of  that  they  sas  when  they  had  vlaion.  Vheee 
deep-rooted  reeolleotloas  sersc  as  tiialr  eyes  throughout  Ilfs  and  help 


thesi  siauallss  new  objeets.  Others  were  bom  sightless,  or  like  ayself, 
loot  their  ylsion  when  eery  youag.  must  derelop  diffwont  methods 
of  "seeing. ” 

Whenewsr  I come  across  anything  new,  I form  a yex*y  definite  mental 
picture  of  what  the  thing  looks  like.  Of  course,  my  Ties"  of  sn 
object  probebly  differ  s ^estly  frma  the  wsy  you  see  it,  but  in  ay 
mind  that  object  is  Just  as  yivid  as  it  is  to  you.  Perhaps  my  lack 
of  ia  an  aasantags  in  many  nays.  All  people  and  things  srs 

attract  ire  to  me.  Ugliness  is  only  e word. 

Many  of  the  inpreasions  I fona  are  ini'lueneed  by  what  I*vo  road. 
Sines  ohlldhood  I have  relied  on  books  and  magssixMe  to  irovlde  ms 
ith  the  Insight  into  s world  I couldn't  see.  kueh  of  the  knowledge 
I find  most  valuable  todey  was  gained  as  a result  of  reading  the 
livallla  edition  of  Ilia  Header's  wlgast.  The  vivid  stories  and  artlolss 
in  every  issue  have  oast  li^Jit  on  many  things  which  1 wovild  otherwise 
have  found  dlffieult  to  uxiderstaiid. 

^it  what  I find  moat  inspiring  in  the  i:>lgest  is  its  wonderful 
concern  for  people,  ifo  raetter  how  rmxih  osoh  issue  variee  frem  t 


prerloua  one«  that  qtuility  rataalns  oonaljitdnt*  ihe  believes 

in  Man*  The  ulgost  the  ^^oed  ri^jht  foar  the  oocstant  bettomeot 

of  i<an,  furtherlfl^  his  striving  toward  snlightennent  and  splrltiisl 
values* 

The  digest  also  has  helped  to  teash  me  acoeptanos*  Through 
reading  the  Inspiring  aoeouxrts  of  other  handieappod  people*  I have 
Insraaslngly  learned  to  aoeept  my  oen  limitations  and  build  ay  Ilfs 
within  their  boundaries.  In  maetsnts  oi'  strain  and  self»dcmbt*  I have 
often  returned  to  a well  remembered  story  In  a back  issue  of  the  Digest. 
Reading*  I feel  as  though  a aevoted  and  talented  friend  were  at  sty 
aide*  entertaining*  eneoumglng  and  Inapirlog  ne*  This  it  does  equally 
for  its  islllioins  of  sighted  readers  throughout  the  world. 

It  Is  to  tl«eia  that  1 appeal  to  send  their  ccmtrlbutlona  so  tlmt 
i^ore  thouaands  of  the  blind  may  share  this  wide  world  of  ever  now 
ezpcrlenee* 


Downs  Road 

Bethany,  Connecticut 
March  8,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Keller, 

Joining  millions  I am  one  who  considers 
your  life  one  of  the  most  inspiring  of  our  time.  Al- 
though I have  never  met  you  I sense  your  great  wisdom 
and  purity  and  simplicity  of  thought  which  comes  to  all 
those  who  dwell  closely  with  their  Creator.  So  I ask 
your  help  with  a project  in  which  T have  become  deeply 
interested . 


I*am  working  on  a collection  of  children's 
prayers.  I have  tried  to  survey  .vhat  nas  been  written 
specifically  for  children  both  in  the  contemporary  period 
and  in  the  past,  as  well  as  what  seems  applicable  in 
great  classic  prayers  v/hose  simplicity  enables  them  to 
be  used  and  understood  by  children. 

purpose  is  to  build  a collection  of 
prayers  that  will  be  a source  book  for  parents  to  use 
at  their  own  discretion  - according  to  the  stage  of 
spiritual  development  of  their  child.  Thus  this  book 
is  intended  for  the  parent  as  much  as  the  child,  and  I 
have  envisioned  adult  participation  as  an  essential 
factor  for  the  most  effective  use  of  the  collection. 

Some  prayers  at  first  might  seem  too  complex  v/ere  it 
not  for  the  assistance  of  the  parent.  Envisioning  this 
type  of  spiritually  fruitful  relationship  between  parent 
and  child,  I have  not  tried  to  restrict  prayers  to  age 
groups,  for  I prefer  to  rely  on  the  judgement  of  the 
parent  to  select  from  the  collection  what  is  most 
significant  to  the  child  at  what  point. 

In  my  search  I have  found  much  of  the 
prayers  written  specifically  for  children  exceedingly 
limited  both  in  scope  and  expression.  Among  the  ancient 
prayers,  however,  T have  found  some  lovely  expressions 
of  thanksgiving  and  petition.  In  a complete  lit<;rature 
of  prayer  the  whole  range  of  life's  experiences  should 
be  treated:  both  the  common  together  with  the  uncommon 
which  may  intrude  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly.  This 
brings  me  to  my  main  point,  for  in  ray  present  efforts 
in  colled  ing  I find  two  of  the  most  fundamental  aspects 
of  life  are  not  dealt  with  in  any  significant  manner. 

There  are  almost  no  prayers  that  deal 
with  the  concept  of  death  and  pain,  ''^or  obvious  reasons 
people  have  tended  to  shy  away  from  them  when  writing 
for  small  children,  and  prayers  written  for  the  grown 
man  tend  to  be  too  complicated  to  use  with  the  child. 

I feel  that  prayers  of  this  nature  should  be  available 
for  the  child's  use,  for  even  in  childhood  one  n.ust 
confront  these  realities  and  fit  the  darker  sides  of 
life  into  the  framework  of  his  Christian  faith.  To 
have  com.plete  in  God  is  to  feel  He  can  and  does  meet 


2.  . 

all  our  needs,  and  I think  that  the  roots  of  this  re- 
lationship go  deep  into  childhood.  Furthermore,  many 
parents  are  bewildered  in  handling  these  concepts,  and 
it  is  my  hope  that  prayers  dealing  with  them  affirma- 
tively would  be  of  help. 

There  are  few  prayers  dealing  with  such 
common  experiences  as  sin  and  repentance.  True  in  many 
books  there  are  countless  prayers  on  such  subjects  as 
disobedience,  laziness,  etc.,  but  nothing  dealing  with 
the  ultimate  nature  of  sin.  By  this  I mean  the  conscious 
cruelty  of  which  children  cna  be  guilty  such  as  in  the 
exclusion  or  ridicule  of  another  child  or  the  rejoicing 
in  another  child’s  punishnient  . . . real  sins  of  the 
spirit.  Thus  I should  like  to  see  the  concept  of  sin 
dealt  with  in  term;s  of  a child’s  experience. 

I I 

I am  writing  a few  people  whom  I am  hope- 
ful 'Will  help  me.  I wonder  first  if  you  know  of  any 
person,  source  of  material,  or  specific  prayer  dealing 
with  these  ideas,  which  v/ould  help  this  collection. 

V/hat  I want  most  to  ask  of  you,  however,  is 
this.  V/ould  you  consider  writing  a prayer  to  fill  this 
need?  I want  to  include  in  the  collection  modern  prayers 
to  help  fill  the  gap  indicated  earlier  and  growing  out 
of  our  contemporary  life  and  culture. 

Actually  Iprefer  to  give  you  no  restrictions 
on  subject  matter  for  a prayer  you  would  v;rite.  I would 
only  hope  that  it  come  from  the  deep  well  of  spiritual 
experience  and  vision  that  is  yours. 

I shall  be  so  grateful  for  any  help  you 


Sincerely, 


can  give  me. 
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Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 


Mrs.  Robert  Brookings 
Justice  Harold  Hitz  Burton 
Harold  C.  Case 
Leonord  M.  Elstad 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 


Alex.  W.  G.  Ewing 

Mrs.  Irene  R.  Ewing 

Mrs.  Morion  Bell  Fairchild 

Mrs.  Elsie  Bell  Grosvenor 

John  Edgar  Hoover 

Helen  Keller 

Jomes  D.  Zellerbach 


The  Volta  Bureau  is  planning  to  publish  another  book 
of  lipreading  practice  material  for  teachers  of  the  deaf 
and  of  the  hard  of  hearing.  The  practice  material  is 
being  contributed  by  teachers. 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Sister  Anno  Rose 

Som  B.  Craig 

John  Yole  Crouter 

Jerome  F.  Donovan 

Willlom  G.  Hordy 

Nothon  P.  Horris 

Hilleary  F.  Hoskinson 

Mrs.  Lilian  Grosvenor  Jones 

Jacqueline  Keoster 

Alice  A.  Kent 

Helen  S.  Lone 

June  Miller 

Mary  E,  Numbers 

Clorence  0.  O'Connor 

George  T,  Pratt 

Mrs.  Elizobeth  V,  Scott 

S.  RIchord  Stivermon 

Mrs,  Spencer  Tracy 

ADVISORY  BOARD 
Martha  E.  Bruhn 
Frank  M.  Driggs 
A.  C.  Monning 
Mrs.  Harriet  Montague 
Clara  E.  Newlee 
Mrs.  H.  T.  Poore 
Chorles  A.  Winding 

AUXILIARY  BOARD 

Mrs.  George  L.  Bell 

H.  Latham  Breunig 

Jomes  H,  Gollowoy 

Mildred  Groht 

Mrs.  Williom  G.  Hamm 

Hattie  Harrell 

Mrs.  Eunice  L.  Heinrichs 

Robert  E.  Kingery 

Mrs.  George  G.  Lamb 

Richard  S.  T.  Marsh 

Helmer  R,  Mykiebust 

Josephine  6.  Timberloke 

Mrs.  Zach  Toms 

Mary  K.  Von  Wyk 

J.  Williom  Wright,  Jr,,  M.D. 

STAFF 

Alice  Dunlap 

Executive  Secretory 
Editor,  Volta  Review 
Minnie  M.  Hill 

Assistant  Executive  Secretory 


One  of  the  teachers  has  submitted  a "Lesson  on  S - 
the  Senses",  a copy  of  which  I am  enclosing.  The  teacher 
tells  us  that  some  of  the  material  in  the  lesson  is  direct- 
ly quoted  from  your  writings  and  some  indirectly  quoted. 

May  we  have  your  permission  to  include  this  material  in 
our  book?  As  you  know,  the  Volta  Bureau  publications 
are  issued  on  a non-profit  basis. 


We  were  sorry  that  you  could  not  be  with  us  for  our 
Annual  Board  Meeting  in  January,  but  we  hope  that  be- 
fore too  long  it  will  be  possible  for  you  to  honor  us 
with  a visit. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Minnie  M.  Hill 

Assistant  Executive  Secretary 


MMH:mr 

end. 


TO  PROMOTE  THE  TEACHING  OF  SPEECH  AND  LIPREADING  TO  THE  DEAF 


3 - Lesson  on  S - The  Senses. 


touch  Helen  Keller,  blind  and  deaf,  substitutes  a delicate  touch 

and  spiritual  insight  for  hearing  and  sight.  Said  the  remark- 
able woman,  "the  world  I see  with  my  hand  is  alive,  ruddy 
and  satisfying."  "I  am  blind,  yet  I see;  I am  deaf,  yet  I hear." 
"Pink  makes  me  think  of  a baby’s  cheek." 

"Lilac  makes  me  think  of  faces  I have  loved  and  kissed." 

"Yellow  signifies  abundance  to  me.  I think  of  the  yellow  sun 
streaming  down.  It  means  life." 

"Green  means  exuberance.  Coolness  brings  out  odors  that  make  me 
think  of  green." 

"Grey  is  like  a shawl  around  the  shoulders." 

"If  spirits  wear  garments,  I hope  mine  will  smell  of  lilac." 

Helen  Keller  is  subnormal,  because  she  lacks  two  senses;  abnormal, 
because  of  her  delicate  touch  and  spiritual  insight. 


TO:  Mrs.  Henney 


Thank  you  very  much  for  yoiir  sweet  card  of  con- 
dolence which  arrived  as  I was  preparing  to  leave 
for  Florida.  I do  appreciate  your  thoughtfulness. 
Yesterday  was  my  first  day  back  at  the  office.  I 
spent  the  two  previous  days  at  Westport  going 
through  the  mountains  of  mail  vdth  P.T.  It  seems 
almost  too  much  to  handle,  but  as  usual,  we'll  get 
through  it. 

Polly  wonders  if  the  attached  meets  with  your 
approval.  Please  let  me  know. 


1 do  hope  this  note  finds  you  and  Mr.  Henne; 
joying  good  health.  Kindest  regares, 
FROM:  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 


Board  of  Education  of  the  City  of  New  York 
THE  MANHATTANVILLE  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL.  43  MAN. 
509  West  129th  Street 

NEW  YORK  27.  N.  Y. 

TELi  RIvcrsioe  0-2222 


DANIEL  8CHREIBER 
pmincipal 


ASSISTANTS-TO'PRINCIPAL 

MORRIS  M.  CHARNEY 
JOSHUA  LICHTENSTEIN 
SHEPARD  MILIAN8 
SIMON  PARNA86 


March  16,  1957. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
c/o  Doubleday  Doran 
Garden  City,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Miss  Keller  : 

The  Manhattanville  Junior  High  School  which  is  located 
in  West  Harlem  and  is  currently  engaged  in  a project  to  identify, 
guide  and  stimulate  able  students  to  go  on  to  college,  will  set 
up  a Hall  of  Fame  in  order  to  stimulate  and  recognize  those  stud- 
ents who  have  shown  outstanding  ability  in  certain  areas. 

In  order  to  give  greater  meaning  to  these  awards,  the 
faculty  thought  that  it  would  be  appropriate  to  name  them  after 
an  individual  who  has  given  outstanding  service  to  the  world  at 
large  and  whose  life  could  stand  as  a model  for  others  to  follow. 


The  suggested  names  of  the  awards  and  the  purposes  are: 


1.  The  .Ubert  Schweitzer  Award 

2.  The  Ralph  J.  Bunche  Award 

3.  The  Helen  Keller  Award 

4.  The  Lou  Gehrig  Award 


for  Scholarship 
for  Citizenship  and 
Service 

for  Achievement 
for  Sportsmanship 


I respectfully  request  your  permission  to  use  your 
name  for  this  Award, 


We  hope  to  hold  our  dedication  exercises  in  the  latter 
part  of  Hay  and  would  he  most  honored  if  you  could  attend.  Will 
you  please  let  me  know  what  day  and  time  you  are  available.  If 
you  cannot  attend,  will  you  please  be  good  enough  to  write  a state- 
ment that  we  Can  read  to  the  student  body  on  Dedication  Day. 

I want  to  thank  you  for  any  help  and  kindness  that  you 
can  give  us  and  our  pupils  in  order  that  they  may  become  better 
citizens  In  a better  world. 


V 


DS/rm 


Very  sincerely  yo 


cx- 

daJ'Hdl  schfsibe;K 

Principal 


CIA.  PERUANA  DE  RADIODIFUSION,  S.  A 


'LA  ORGA.NIZACION  RADIAL  MAS  GRANDE  DEL  PERU' 


)lRON  OCOt^A  476  • T£l.  30312  Y 30313  - CASILLA  H‘^2 


lima  . PERU 


LA  VOZ  JJKJ.,  NUKVO  MUJNLO 
OAXtfU-  10^0  Kid*. 

OAX4V  - 5995  .. 

OAX4W-9412  .. 

OBX4V  - 3240  .. 


Dear  Miss  Keller, 

I just  completed  reading  your  book  entitled  "Teacher" . I was 
so  moved  after  reading  it,  that  I decided  to  write  you  a short  letter, 
telling  you  how  very  much  I was  inspired  to  find  a person  with  such 
unbelievable  will  and  courage  as  you  possess.  Believe  me,  I know  how 
many  times  people  from  all  over  the  world  have  probably  told  you  the 
same  things  I am  going  to  write  to  you,  and  I am  sure  they  were  as 
sincere  as  I am.  Don't  ever  tire  of  hearing  these  compliments.  Miss 
Keller,  for  there  are  so  very  few  people  who  deserve  to  receive  them, 
as  you  do. 

You  have  done  so  much  good  in  your  life  time  helping  thousands 
of  other  people  to  gain  a lost  faith  in  themselves  and  to  appreciate 
their  good  fortune,  that  they  take  for  granted.  You  give  such  beauty 
and  depth  to  every  day  life,  that  you  had  to  work  so  long  and  hard 
to  know  and  enjoy  for  yourself. 

It  is  not  you  who  can  not  see  or  hear  or  speak,  it  is  we,  who 
possess  all  the  natural  facilities,  but  do  not  fully  use  them  to  our 
best  advantage.  You  see  beauty  and  color  where  we  who  have  eyes  are 
still  searching  for  this  beauty,  that  is  so  clear  to  you;  you  hear 
rhythmic  sounds  that  we  will  never  hear,  yet  we  possess  the  natural 
ability  to  hear  them,  maybe  'we  hear  to  many  sounds  to  capture  the 
most  beautiful  one.  "hen  you  speak,  your  thoughts  are  hold,  courageous 
ones,  yet  we  who  possess  the  ability  of  shouting  our  heads  off  can  not 
speak  in  our  entire  lifetime,  what  you  do  in  just  a few  words.  You  are 
truly  a great  personality,  one  who,  whether  you  like  it  or  not,  will 
always  be  acknowledged  as  some  one  to  follow,  some  who  to  admire.  I 
thank  God  you  have  had  such  a long  life  and  hope  you  live  for  a long 
time  to  come,  for  the  world  needs  to  be  reminded  that  people  with 
your  outstanding  characteristics  do  exist,  and  in  seing  and  hearing 
from  you  they  will  each  gain  hope,  faith  and  courage,  we  can  never 
have  enough  of  th.at.  You  possess  an  abundance  of  all  three. 

Miss, Keller,  I plan  on  coming  to  New  York  City  on  April  18th. 

I shall  be  there  for  10  days.  It  would  bo  an  honor  and  a great  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  see  you  in  person  and  talk  with  you  and  your  companion. 

If  this  can  be  arranged,  please  write  me  before  the  8th  of  April,  as 
I am  leaving  Douth  America  and  going  home  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.  I have 
two  radio  shows  here,  but  after  15  months  I realize  there  is  no  place 
like  the  good  old  USA.  Go  I am  giving  the  shows  up  and  plan  some  time 
upon  my  return  to  start  a radio  rhow  again  of  my  own. 


March  21,  1957 


PL  S6RI/ICI0  O0L  comeRcio  y lp  inousTRiR  oe  todo  6l  ppis 


I do  hope  it  will  be  coavenient  for  you  to  talk  with  me.  Hoping 
to  hear  from  you  very  soon,  I remain, 

Most  sincerely  yours 
Chady^ne  Gooding 


Return  address: 

Chadyeane  Gooding 
Radio  America 
Lima,  Peru,  S.A. 


297  ^cton  Street 
Daly  '^ity,  Calif 
April  1^.,  1957 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Route  1 

Westport,  Conn. 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

On  this,  the  birthday  of  your  beloved  Teacher, 
my  heart,  with  yours,  rejoices  in  boundless  gratitude 
to  God  for  having  sent  her  to  you  and  to  the  world  — 
Miss  Sullivan  is  truly  one  of  the  greatest  teachers 
the  world  has  ever  known,  and  will  ever  know,  and  the 
wisdom  and  love  she  embodies  will  forever  live  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  men. 


With  love  and  sincerity. 


Adele  Hansen 


Copy  of  enclosed  letter,  in  case  such  letter  is  not 
legible. 


April  6,  1957 


6 Rue  Leconte  de-Lisle 
Paris,  16' 


I 


Aut  55-26 


\ 
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“y  darling  Helen  and  Pollyt 

I have  been  busy,  busy  as  a bee  ever  since 
my  return  with  all  the  sculpture  problems  I seemed  to  have  stirred  up 
when  I was  in  New  York.  There  was  first  of  all  the  Philadelphia  group 
who  thought  they  wanted  to  put  up  ray  Jo's  Walt  Whitman  in  their  city 
but  for  some  reason  or  other  that  seems  to  bogged  down  into  an  ominous 
silence.  Then  , the  selling  of  a whole  collection  of  busts  seemed 
almost  possible  for  the  occasional  bites  I got  made  me  feel  like  the 
fisBerman  who  is  sure  that  one  bite  means  that  there  is  somewhere 
down  in  the  deep  a big  and  better  fish  to  be  caught  and^^  result  , a 
heavy  correspondance  has  kept  me  glued  to  this  tjyiwriter.  Ah  me, 
this  sculpture  business  is  complicated  but  to  make  my  Jo's  dream 
come  true,  to  put  this  history  in  sculpture  somewhere  where  it  can  be 
seen  is  now  my  one  aim.  I am  asking  $ 300,000  , not  had,what?if  I can 
get  it!  Well  T think  it  is  worth  every  penny  of  it  and  my  dander  is 
up. 

And  of  course  This  Paris  has  been  in  its  most  enchanting  and  beguilling 
mood,  for  a very  early  spring  has  brought  every  tree  and  bush  to  leave  and 
flower.  The  Bagetelle  gardens  in  the  Bois  are  breathlessly  exciting  with 
masses  of  daffodil  Is  and  purle  and  |iink  Hyacinths  stretching  as  far  as  one 
carysee  in  profusion  in  the  grassy  hillsides^  a stream  reflecting  their 
lovelyness.  Ah  , as  1 stood  there  with  my  old  friend  Mrs  Malcolm  who  is  now 
past  80,  she  sighed  and  said  , it  was  the  first  such  a spring  that  she  did 
not  have  a lover  to  enjoy  this  with.  Not  a lover  did  I wish  for  but  My 
darling  and  wonderful  Helen  andPolly  for  this  Paris  is  quite  Scot^ch  now 
with  Bag  Pipes  marching  up  the  Champs  Elysees  and  putting  the  traffic  ii7  ^ 
terrible  jam.  This  modern  times  with  cars  litterally  clotting  up  a city, 
it  is  quite  a problem  to  put  on  a celebration  but  they  are  doing  it  a_-nd 
Paris  will  be  beautiful  for  the  Royal  visitors. 

It  has  been  much  too  long  since  I hecrd  from  you.  I do  hope  you  are  both 
well  and  not  too  bus^  to  enjoy  life  a bit.  My  eyes  are  worse  and 
1 am  rather  worried.  My  efforts  in  New  ¥ork  to  do  something  about  it 
was  nil  and  in  my  present  mood  1 am  hoping  that  time  and  old  mother 
nature  will  help  matters. 

My  love,  love,  love  to  you  both 

P.S.  Yesterday,  a most  attractive  blind  women  spoke  over  the  radio,  saying 
that  as  a sesult  of  her  visit,^to  America  where  they  take  care  of  their 
blind  people,  things  were  changing  here  in  France  and  that  business  men 
were  using  more  and  more  blind  secretaies  an)  typists,  and  finding  them 
most  satisfactory. 


Ib  ju-v, 


1 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


April  11,  1957 


Dear  Helen: 

I'm  so  pleased  to  hear  the  announcement  of  the 
Lincoln  Award  to  be  presented  to  you  next  fall 
for  distinguished  service  to  New  York  City  in 
the  fields  of  education,  philosophy  and  social 
work.  If  there  were  a thousand  such  awards, 
no  one  would  warrant  all  of  them  more  than 
you. 

Love  to  you  and  Polly. 


Yc 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 


RED 


Westport,  Connecticut 
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Dear  Miaa  i-eller; 

Recently,  I made  the  acquaintance  of 
"Teacher".  I have  read  many  biographies,  but 
"Teacher"  ia  the  first  that  i have  ever  lived. 

It  is  sad  that  the  great  works  of  great 
peoijle  are  seldom  recognized  amongst  their 
contemporaries;  however,  it  is  a comfort  to  know 
that  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  will  live  in  the  hearts  of 
those  who  appreciate,  forever  and  ever. 

Love  and  best  wishes  I 


QfCoA.  (Xic^ 
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STATE  OF  OKLAHOMA 
OFFICE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR 


RAYMOND  GARY 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


April  17,  1957 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Route  1 

Westport,  Connecticut 
Dear  Miss  Ksller; 

I am  in  the  process  of  compiling  a collection  of  200 
"great  speeches  by  great  Americans".  I have  promise 
of  this  being  published  in  an  11  x l4,  finest  quality, 
cloth  bound  edition  to  include  an  insert  of  the  author's 
photograph,  his  or  her  name  across  the  page,  followed 
by  an  explanation  of  when  and  where  the  address  was 
delivered.  The  speech  should  be  as  short  as  possible, 
preferably  one  or  two  printed  pages,  and  not  previously 
published. 

I should  like  to  include  you  in  this  grouping. 

If  you  would  be  kind  enough  to  furnish  me  a copy  of  an 
outstanding  short  address  you  have  delivered,  with 
your  photograph  and  formal  permission  for  publication, 

I would  consider  it  an  honor  to  include  you  in  such  a 
compilation. 

With  kind  regards. 


Thursday, April  18 


My  dear  Pol: 

Your  letter  has  Just  come  and  I can  Imgftne  nothing 
nicer  than  a Lrip  this  summ  er  to  the  Scandanavian  countries .Really  i 
wont  be  a bit  surprised  if  I pick  up  the  front  page  of  my  paper  and  see 
where  you  two  inexhaustable  women  have  penetrated  the  Iron  Curtain. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  you  know  I will  always  do  what  ever  I 

possibly  can  to  help  you  or  Sister  Helen  anytime 

First  I feel  to  be  perfectly  fair. I must 'emphasize  that  as  long 

as  Mother  wants  a home, I belong  there  permanently.!  will  come  and  stay 

in  the  east,  months  at  a time  if  that  is  necessary, but  my  home  ties  must 

have  to  be  here.  If  such  a condition  should  arise,  and  I earnestly  pray 

it  will  not,  I will  stay  with  Sister  Helen  and  she  can  come  south  with 

me  for  a while,  but  so  long  as  Mother  needs  me  thats  where  I will  have  to 

make  headquarters. 

I imagine  I will  have  to  be  in  New  York  the  middle  of  July  for 
the  style  shows  as  I was  in  January. If  y -,u  would  like  me  tq,J  will  arrange 
to  take  my  vacation,  that  is  one  week  of  it  directly  after,  and  meet  the 
people  you  mentioned.!  should  like  to  very  much.  Speaking  of  the  paper, I 
am  not  bragging,  I just  mean  to  tell  you  exactly  my  setup.  l love  what  I 
am  d.ing  right  now,  and  as  you  know  women's  salaries  do  not  compare  with 
the  business  world,  but  for  a women  I am  making  one  of  the  top 
salarys  in  the  business  brackets.  I have  a free  hand. they  let  me  do  just 
I want  to,  and  if  l have  a"boss",  I dont  know  it. We  see  eye  to 
eye  on  every  subject.  I could  live  on  Mother's  income,  but  i am  well,  strong 
want  to  make  my  own  I can.  i have  no  Income  other  than  my 

salary,  and  if  I were  not^MJ^do  not  know  what  I wo  ad  live  on. 

I do  well  remember  when  we  were  in  Westport,  we  did  discuss 
the  plan  you  mentioned, and  when  Sister  Helen  asked  what  we  were  "spea  ing 
of?»,  and  you  told  her.  you  had  asked  me  to  come  shooid  anything  h^poen  to 
you.  her  reply  was,  hope  she  will,  you  said  and  we  fully  agreed,  she  had 


to  decide  whom  she  wanted, and  I didnt  know  she  had.  Just  last  week 

Uncle  Brooks  wrote,  he  thought  Mother  and  himself  should  think,  about 

-either 

making  a comfot  table  home  for  either  of  you  or  both  of  you  shou.ld  'want 
It.  Of  course  none  of  us  knows  what  tomorrow  will  bring  and  I think  you 
are  wise  to  think  things  out. 

We  are  trying  to  seil  our  big  house,/  its  only  been  on  the  market 
a few  days. We  too  are  faced  with  a servant  problem,  but  I v/ont  go  into 
that, as  you  are  well  acquaintedwith  it. 

I am  sure  when  you  put  yourself  in  my  place,  you  could  not 
deliberately  go  away  permanently  and  leave  your  mother  either, entirely 
alone, either  here  or  iiiax*  in  a smaller  place. 

I want  you  to  know,  I v;ill  always  be  more  than  delighted  to 
help  you  any  way  I can;  and  will  make  my  plans  to  stay  a week  longer 
in  New  York, should  you  want  me  to,  and  even  if  I dont  go  to  the  fashion 
shows  will  come  up  during  vacation. Any thing  you  want. 

Much  love  to  you  both  and  in  a hurry- 


Sd  (T^k'  (Cch 


CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  ILLINOIS 


COOK  COUNTY 


JUDGE  JACOB  M.  BRAUDE 


L M.  S. 


IN  CHAMBERS 


CHICAGO 


Kiss  Helen  Keller 

c/o  American  Foundation  for  the 


Blind,  Inc. 


May  13,  1957 

ON  - l6i|2 
ON  - 2233 


15  West  loth  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

I am  in  the  course  of  preparing  manuscript  for  a new  book  which 
I hope  will  be  published  sometime  before  the  end  of  1959-  It 
will  be  similar  to  my  two  previous  volumes,  SPEAKER 'S  ENCYCLO- 
PEDIA OP  STORIES,  CUOTATIONS,  AND  ANECDOTES,  and  BRAUDE'S  SECOND 
ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  STORIES,  QUOTATIONS,  AND  ANECDOTES,  both  pub- 
lished by  Prentice-Hall,  Inc. 

I should  like  to  include  therein  the  follov^ing  two-  Item^  -wMoh 
-haye— b^fr~aLti'ibuLed  to— you^■■ 

1 ) — Ke€rp~yU UF~  face — tro — the — aun'^hine  And  ynn 

see  thro— shadow. — 

Security  is  mostly  a superstition.  It  does  not 
exist  in  nature,  nor  do  the  children  of  men  as  a 
whole  experience  it  . . . Avoiding  danger  is  no 
safer  in  the  long  run  than  outright  exposure.  The 
fearful  are  caught  as  often  as  the  bold.  Faith  alone 
defends . 

Will  you  please  sign  and  return  the  enclosed  copy  of  this  letter, 
retaining  the  original  for  your  files?  For  your  convenience  in 
so  doing,  I am  enclosing  a stamped  addressed  envelope. 

Your  early  favorable  consideration  of  this  request  will  be  deeply 
appreciated . 


I hereby 
letter . 


on  the  carbon  copy  of  this  letter. 


Date: 


WAtbptowm 


Perkins  School.  For  The  Blind 
Watertown  72  • Massachusetts 


June  21,  1957 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

I am  sorry  that  your  letter  of  March  26  has  remained  so  long  unanswered. 

At  first  I found  difficulty  in  arranging  to  see  the  television  film  of 
Laura  Bridgman  and  then  learned  that  you  were  out  of  the  country. 

I have  had  the  opportiuiity  recently  to  look  over  the  film  again.  It  comes 
to  an  end  by  stating  that  Laura  Bridgman  remained  at  Perkins  as  a teacher. 

It  describes  her  as  a brilliant  teacher,  which,  alas,  I am  afraid  is  not 
true,  for  all  records  TOuld  indicate  tliat  she  ras  rather  mediocre. 

The  script  then  goes  on  to  say  tliat  there  are  still  deaf-blind  children  at 
Perkins,  that  there  have  been  a succession  of  them  since  Laura,  and  that 
the  eighth  deaf-blind  pupil  to  come  to  Perkins  was  Helen  Keller  who  was 
at  the  School  for  a short  time. 

Since  this  does  follow  on  fairly  close  to  the  description  of  Laura  as  a 
teacher,  I can  understand  that  occasionally  someone  may  get  the  idea  that 
you  were  among  her  pupils.  However  the  script,  very  definitely,  does  not 
state  this  emd  really,  indeed,  does  not  even  suggest  it. 

The  climax  of  the  film  comes  by  saying  that  the  narrator  believes  that  you 
once  said,  "If  Laura  Bridgman  had  not  ^ron  her  battle,  I might  not  have  found 
my  soul." 

I am  very  glad  you  drew  this  to  my  attention,  and  if  I have  opportunity  to 
malce  the  matter  clear,  I rail  be  happy  to  do  so. 

I am  dictating  this  letter  an  hoiu'  or  two  before  taking  off  for  Europe 
where  ray  family  and  I will  be  vacationing  in  various  countries  before 
proceeding  to  the  second  International  Conference  of  Educators  of  Blind 
Youth  to  be  held  at  the  Huseby  Off.  Skole  for  Blinde  in  Oslo,  August  2-lOth. 

I know  you  have  been  visiting  Norway  and  so  I know  you  rail  have  made  many 
firends  there.  Not  onl3'-  these,  but  the  delegates  from  all  over  the  world, 
\diich  number  many  people  knovm  to  you,  would,  I know,  be  delighted  if  it 
were  in  any  way  possible  for  you  to  send  us  a message  of  greeting  when  the 
Conference  opens  on  August  2nd.  The  inspiration  of  your  encoiu'agement  is 
very  precious  to  all  of  us. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Edward  J.  Waterhouse,  Director 


EJWrdh 
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DEMAMA 

THE  OFFICIAL  JOURNAL  OF 

THE  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  DEAF  & MUTE  IN  ISRAEL 

TEL.AVIV,  28,  BERZL  STREET,  P.  O.  B.  1374,  IStlAEL 

January  1 957 . No.  27  ^ ir-rxce : 2U0  PF. 

EDITORIAL. 

Dear  Readers, 

We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  tell  you  of  the  positive  reactions  to 
our  modest  papejr,  in  newspapers  of  the  deaf  throughout  the  world. 

This  friendly  attitude  and  the  encouraging  letters  we  have  received 
have  increased  our  desire  to  raise  the  standard  of  this  publication  and 
to  make  it  as  varied  and  interesting  as  possible. 

We  therefore  ask  all  our  readers  to  send  us  their  suggestions  for 
improving  the  paper  and  to  send  in  articles  connected  with  the  problems 
of  the  deaf  as  individuals  or  as  a group.  The  best  articles  will  be 
printed  in  "Demama" . 

We  hope  that  this  cooperation  will  prove  beneficial  to  our  readers 
and  to  the  deaf  public  as  a whole. 

Yours , 

The  Editor. 
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IHifniimnniiniiMiiuiiMiuiiwiiiiiiiufmwifaniun 


V.'Oi'i:  or.  -cno  builurng  continues  as  usual;  Plastering,  which  will  last 
about  two  v/eelrs,  Las  already  commenced,  and  the  gallery  is  being  deco- 
rated with  mosaic  work.  An  electric  pylon  has  already  been  erected  near 
t’-e  hul-dirg  ani  the  telepho:..o  system  has  been  installed.  Electricity 
installation  has  been  completed. 


Our  requ-  st  for  an  additional  plot  of  land  to  se^ve  as  a sports 
groiuid.  ].as  been  tiirnel  do’.m  by  rhe  property  and  development  department 
of  ih.e  Tcl  Aviv  mv.ni  oipality ; neverthless  we  have  submitted  a second 
recuost  "'or  an  ui-g^nt  iniervievf  on  this  important  matter. 

V'..  arc  still  awo.iting  the  plan  of  our  engineer,  Mr  Hadas,  for  the 
second  wing  of  the  buildlrg;  which  will  contain  studyrooms,  and  workrooms, 
and  also  the  p’ an  for  ihe  furnishing  of  the  entire  building. 


i.LCh  ielizr  home. 


^ the  neeting  of  vLe  committee  which  took  place  on  the  30.12,56, 
jcvoral  important  problems  were  discussed,  among  them  the  "Abraham 
Hoi’tzfild  canpaign"  and  vhe  matter  of  the  car.  Mr  Hartzfeld  said  that 
the  co.mpa:. gii  is  net  progressing  at  the  rate  that  he  had  expected,  and 
that  h.;  would  it  :--  a •'  speed  it  '.•p,  He  also  suggested' that  donations  be 
limitevl  lo  LI  3 siii  abo"'"-;  but  most  of  those  present  objected  since  in 
their  opinion  this  is  a c.on':r ibuticn  and  every  one,  gives  what  he  can 
o.fforJ. . It  .:as  iieacuthloss , decided  that  should  an  unusually  small 
dcnatioai  be  received  from  s:ny  large  firm  or  public  institution,  the 
cheqv.s  will  be  returned  so  the  donor. 

Concern 'mg  the  car,  which  is  still  standing  in  the  customs  shed  at 
Lydda,  it  v ?,s  decided  thut  ^'^r  Kremer  will  deni,  with  the  matter  of  its 
sale  to  I-laVo.-.n  ar.I  give  a’  repor'"  cu  the  results  of  his  efforts  at  the 
next  neeti’^g. 

The  newt  meeting  rf  the  co!_.:iitteB  was  held  on  the  13.L.57  and  was 
\ery  vfcll  attended.  Che  meeting  d.'seusseu  financial  matters,  sources  of 
donations  and  o '.arc -.o  cf  loans.  Hector  Junichman  said  that  the  association 
has  a regular  income,  and  vill  be  able,  therefore,  to  receive  loans  as 
do  olher  p‘'il  lie  ..ns  b In  .'.t'.ons ; he  a.lso  promised  to  deal  with  the  matter 
of  securing  exemption  from  war-risk  tax  for  the  building.  As  a source 
of  income  for  the  bn.ilding;  he  suggested  holding  a ball  under  the 
a'uspices  of  the  v/ives  of  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  promised  to  deal 
pert'one.lly  w..  .h  "/c  ■:  matter. 


» 


» S' 


Mr  ICremor,  7, ‘ho  doa.lb  v.'ith  the  selling  of  the  car,  said  that  he  had 
already  spoken  to  Kr  Herg:.o.n  of  Malben,  but  had  as  yet  not  concluded 
negotiations . J-V  Rasili  suggested  that  letters  he  sent  to  large  concerns 
in  .the  count. \'y,  offering  them  the  car  -^or  sale. 

He  hope  -that  cr  nex'"  iosue,  we  will  be  able  to  give  you  definite 
inform-,  vi  on  on  the  linal  res'ults  concerning  the  car. 


■ * » * 
* 


_-^b^"^ham  L'l.  ezfeli  Conpaign . 


The  campaign  ha  been  going  on  for  more  than  a month,  and  by  our 
calculations  at  the  present  moment,  we  have  succeeded  to  a certain  degree. 
At  the  begiming,  the  number  of  donors  w'as  large,  but  lately  the  number 
has  been  reduced  to  three , which  slows  down  the  progress  considerably . 

The  ca-mpaign  is  being  conducted  on  the  American  system.  It  has  already 
brought  in  nearly  LI  6000.  V/c  have  now  begun  sending  out  thousands  of 
letters  to  government  institutions,  settlements,  district  comicils, 
woi'kers  and  high  officials.  All  replies  are  sent  straight  to  Mr  Hartzfeld 
at  the  :uieaset  in  Jerusalem;  and  Hartzfeld,  a loyal  friend  of  the  Helen 


Keller  Home  sens  us  considerable  sums  once  a week. 

Donors  who  wanted  to  contribute  small  sums,  and  were  asked  to  sign 
the  sign  the  enclosed  form,  were  ashamed  to  do  so,  and  enlarged  their 
contributions.  We  recognize  the  fact  that  if  we  had  not  af.opted  this 


method,  we  would  never  have  succeeded  in  raising  such  large  sioms  of  money. 
We  have  made  several  improvements  as  the  campaign  continues. 


The  fund  raisers  of  the  association  will  shortly  begin  approaching 
settlements  all  over  the  country. 


X The  inmates  of  the  old  age  home  in  Holon,  who  heard  about  X 

X this  campaign,  collected  LI  50  among  themselves  for  the  X 

X completion  of  the  building.  This  enterprise  on  their  part  X 

■■  X shows  ^ood  will ' and  full  understanding  of  our  problems,  X 

X and  we  therefore  take  pleasure  in  publishing  the  fact  in  X 

^ our  paper.  X 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx7jcxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx:[xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx5 

Mr  Abraham  Hartzfeld  has  brought  in  other  donations  lately:  LI  4000 
from  Pica,  LI  2400  from  an  anonymous  donor  (as  part  of  a donation  of 
LI  10000,  LI  5400  of  which  we  received  a few  months  ago).  Altogether,  Mr 
Hartzfeld  has  brought  us  LI  35000  in  donations  and  LI  9000  in  loans. 

We  send  you,  ^’'•^r  Hartzfeld,  our  deepest  and  most  heartfelt  thanks  for 
your  many  efforts  on  our  behalf. 

****** 

** 

In  the  matter  of  the  car,  which  is  still  standing  in  the  customs  shed 
at  Lydda,  it  was  decided  to  offeo  it  to  various  large  concerns.  We  have 
sent  out  latters  and  are  now  awaiting  a reply. 

****** 

** 

A magic  lantern  has  already  arrived  at  Haifa  port  and  we  are  now 
awaiting  one  document  from  America,  so  as  to  take  it  out  of  the  customs. 
The  parcel  includes  400  short  films  and  pictures , some  of  which  belong 
to  the  ministry  of  Education. 

****** 

** 


We  are  happy  to  note  the  progress  being  made  in  the  matter  of  the 
driving  licences  for  the  members  of  the  association,  which  were  promised 
to  us  a long  time  ago. 

A few  weeks  ago,  a special  committee  was  appointed  by  the  licencing 
office,  headed  by  Mr  Hasman,  which  will  deal  with  this  problem. 

Members  who  already  know  how  to  drive,  should  hand  in  an  application, 
with  a picture,  for  the  test,  and  if  their  level  of  knowledge  and  general 
abilities,  will  satisfy  the  examiners,  there  is  every  possibility  that 
the  deaf  of  Israel,  like  the  deaf  of  all  other  enlightened  countries, 
will  be  able  to  acquire  driving  licences. 

This  is  a most  important  step  in  our  efforts  to  integrate  ourselves 
in  the  life  of  our  country,  and  to  possess  the  same  rights  as  citizens 
with  normal  hearing.  The  licencing  office,  and  especially  Mr  Zvi  Shachor , 
deserve  special  praise  for  their  fair  and  sympathetic  attitude  towards  us. 

******* 

*** 

m_e_m_b_e_r_s . 

Pinchas  Bodgasad,  member  of  the  association,  is  to  be  married.  His 
future  wife  is  a new  immigrant  from  Morocco;  the  wedding  will  take  place 
on  the  30.1.57,  and  the  young  couple  will  live  in  Tel  Aviv.  We  congratulate 
them. 


**** 


7 


4 - 


f'7  'tz..  . 


Israel  Antler  of  the  Tei  Aviv  branch  has  reached  the  age  of  eighty.  We 
wish  him  many  more,  happy  years. 


Several  members  of  the  association  have  had  accidents  lately  and  all  of 
them  have  already  received  compensation  from  the  insurance  company. 

ALL  THESE  MEffflERS  HAVE  BEEN  PAYING  THE  SUMS  OWING  TO  THE  INSURANCE 
COMPANY  PROMPTLY. 


****-K-*** 

**** 


THE_  300K_^AM_SUlLIVM^MACYi^T|E^TEACHER  , 

T’anks  to  the  energy  of  Mrs  Milkovsky.  2000  copies  have  been  sent  to 
"Egged"  bus  drivers  all  over  the  country,  and  many  favourable  replies 
have  already  been  received. 

We  have  acquired  experience  through  our  activities  in  this  field, 
and  are  trying  to  make  improvements  as  we  go  along.  We  plan  to  distribute 
the  book  in  schools,  to  teachers  and  pupils.  Since  our  supply  is  running 
out,  we  are  considering  ordering  a third  edition.  Mrs  MuRovsky  has 
undertaken  the  distribution  in  schools.  . . ' 

' - , ■ ■ --d' 

THE_OLYMPIC _C AMPAIGN . 

V ' 

I-.  rcnresentative  grouo  to  the  international  competitions  in  Milan . 

Starting  from  this  month,  the  sports  organization  will  centre  its 
activities  on  preparations  for  the  participation  of  our  best  sportsmen 
in  the  international  competitions  (Olympics)  of  the  deaf,  which  will  take 
place  in  Italy,  in  Rome  and  Milan  in  August  and  September,  1957. 

The  comiriittee  of  the  sports  organization  contacted  the  Jerusalem 
public  re2.a cions  office  for  the  carrying  out  of  all  the  plans  connected 
with  the  journey  of  the  group  to  Italy  and  the  financing  of  the  project. 

A vrellknovrn  graph:  c artist  has  prepared  the  badge  of  the  Olympic 
team,  vjhich  iron  now  on  will  serve  as  the  badge  of  the  whole  organization. 
An  information  pamphlet,  containing  photographs  of  the  sports  activities 
ans  explanatory  material,  is  now  being  printed.  It  will  appear  in: 

Hebrew,  English,  Italian, and  French. 

We  are  nov;  conducting  negotiations  with  mayors  and  government  ministers 
for  the  purpose  of  setting  up  a sponsoring  committee  for  the  Olympiad. 

We  would  like  to  single  out  for  special  mention  the  sympathetic 
attitude  of  Mr  Yehoshua  Aluf,  director  of  the  physical  culture  department 
in  the  ministry  of  education  and  culture,  Mr  Aluf  .was  present  at  the 
games  of  the  deaf  in  Copenhagen  in  1940,  and  returned  most  impressed  with 
what  he  saw,  told  our  representative  that  he  considers  our  partici- 
pation in  the  international  games  in  Italy  to  be  of  great  importance, 
and  that  he  will,  on  behalf  of  his  department,  do  everything  in  his  power 
to  assure  the  success  of  our  undertaking. 

The  committee  of  the  sports  organization  is  happy  to  inform  members 
that  Mr-  Mark  Borsman  of  Boston,  who  was  in  Israel  some  time  ago,  has 
agreed  to  our  proposa;,  that  he  stand  at  the  head  of  the  sponsoring 
committee  in  the  United  Sta-tes,  Vie  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  we  have 
succeeded  in  winning  over  a personality  as  distinguished  as  Hr  Borsman 
to  our  cause,  since  he  is  one  of  those  public  figures  who  works  without 
asking  for  reward  and  gives  his  help  willingly  and  eagerly.  In  their  home 
town,  Boston  the  Borsinans  are  among  the  supporters  of  the  deaf  and  our 
problems  are  close  to  t heir  hearts. 

Fellow  sportsmvn.,  to  training!  Let  us  be  worthy  of  the  honour  of 
representing. Ifjrael  at  the  international  competitions  in  Italy. 


=il=lii=^IiY_BRANCH , 

.ere°haS! 

of  the  association,  Mr  Moshe  Shem-Tov.  After  Irag  disoisSonr^Ti^*®" 
members  of  the  committee  of  the  Tel  Aviv  branch  fere  cSserTheJ  are : 

“ Chairman  of  "the  branch. 

Deputy  chairman. 

Treasurer. 

Adminstrator , 

- Adminstrator. 

- Member  of  the  committee. 

- Secretary  (without  the  right  to 

vote ) . 

********** 

***** 


Abraham  Kaufman 
Azar  Levi 
Eliezer  Kasirer 
Abraham  Neumann 
Amos  Zavilug 
Israel  Antler 
Bezalel  Kaminitz 


THE  AMATEUR  PHILATELISTS  GHQTJP 

A notice  which  appeared  in  the  German  organ  of  the  deaf  "DPi,tcin>io 
Gehorlozen  Zeitung"  was  seen  by  many  deaf  philatelists  ^^e^^^che 

the  pS?fteLfjrofrwSfStafmp?fd’^?or'^rL^^^  activities  of 

*-X-***-K'* 

*** 

====111— E2==Sil=:=iii4i peninsula. 

fulfillS’a^hiSn^^^’iE^^r®  people  who  feel  that  they  have 

filled  a historical  duty.  They  can  say  proudly:  We  have  beL  to  Sinai. 

jffesiS  L“  r 

(Every  bSs  had  a^uide).  n*ustached  like  a true  Sinai  veteran, 

wherfw^fSSfa^stort^M^rwlralfrt  °l  M°rdechai, 

we  qaw  fhe  till  all  the  buses  arrived.  Prom  the  road 

continued  on  m ° Mordechai  with  its  famous  watertower.  We 

erd  ^ ^ reached  the  border  The  buses 

saw  ^hrjiSSrofBeTrH  continued  on  our  jom-ney.  We 

trators-  the  fpH«  Nanun,  which  was  the  central  base  of  the  infil- 

murdSLs^?++n  V over  into  Israel  to  carry  out  their 

aS  S fL  • a°“  ""  "'>“  the  mwA  house, 

Monday  and  Thurqrfn^  loaded  with  food  for  the  refugees  (every 

wnSt^Sld  ^ distribution  of  food  to  the  rWes), 

us  like  genuine  tEi-p  ■ NO-Ssing  Arab  inhabitants.  Our  guide  treated 

But  on  arrivine-  e+  explained  everything  to  us  in  great  detail. 

Conta-’t  with  thp  inV,  Gaza,  we  were  in  for  a disappointment. 

bSte^Lr  inhabitants  of  Gaza  is  forbidden  as  is  any  Lying  or 

possessiL  nf  'iili'fcary  policeman  found  any  goods  made  in  Gaza  in  the 

or  cause  their  e Pnr  y , the  fact  might  have  a bad  effect  on  future  trips 
the  Gaza  stanr  q + even  forbidden  to  buy  envelopes  with 

buy  envelopes^  local  postoffice,  only  the  guide  was  permitted  to 

out  at  the  polished  the  windows  of  the  bus,  and  peered 

P ing  scenery.  In  the  distance,  we  saw  a large  crowd  gathered 


We  drove  through  the  main  street  of  Gaza;  the  costumes  of  the  passers 
by  were  colourful  and  varied.  The  shops  were  filled  vfith  everything  of 
the  best,  as  the  shops  of  Jaffa  used  to  be  in  -jhe  old  days.  The  bus  stopped 
and  the  guide  showed  us  the  statue  of  the  Pedayeon  leader,  Mustapha  Hafez, 
who  was  murdered  not  long  ago.  (It  was  partly  destroyed  by  the  local 
inhabitants).  We  continued  on  our  way  a’.d  drove  down  to  the  beach  for  a 
quarter  of  a hour's  rest,  but  we  were  again  reminded  that  it  is  forbidden 
to  come  into  contact  with  the  population.  We  descended  and  took  photo- 
graphs in  every  picturesque  looking  spc  c ; we  even  tried  to  persuade  some 
of  the  local  Araos  to  pose  in  the  pictures.  Ifery  Arab  children  gathered 
round  ".s  a.nd  tried  to  sell  us  various  goods.  Among  the  wares  we  saw  boxes 
of  toffee  with  pictures  of  Nasser,  boxes  of  matches  made  in  Russia  and 
pencils  made  in  Germany.  Suddenly  Air  Volkovsky  called  us;  he  had  found  a 
deaf-mute  Arab.  The  Arab  was  23,  the'  father  of  "chree  children,  and 
apparently  a refugee  (we  did  not  understand  everything).  After  this  short 
pause,  we  started  off  again  and  visited  the  governors  house,  which  is  the 
outstanding  house  in  the  district.  It  stands  on  a hill;  from  one  side 
there  is  a view  of  the  sea,  and  on  the  other  side  can  be  seen  the  miserable 
and  delapidated  hovels  in  which  live  the  inhabitants  of  Gaza.  It  is 
impossible  to  describe  the  beauty  of  the  house  and  its  wonderfully  kept 
garden. 

V.Tien  we  mounted'  the  buses  again,  the  barefooted  Arab  children  appeared 
once  more  with  their  wares.  The  chai-acter  of  the  visitors  was  put  to  test, 
since  a?i.l  their  friends  had  brought  back'  mementoes  of  their  trip  to  Gaza, 
and  they  themselves  did  not  want  to  return  empty  handed.  Bartering  was 
carried  on  quickly  -and  furtively  until  an  IsraebJ.  soldier  appeared  and 
drove  the  children  away. 

The  bus  moved  off,  and  the  trip  continued  according  to  plan.  From 
Gaza  we  drove  to  Khan  Tunis.  Prom  a distance  wo  savf  the  refugee  camps 
and  here  and  there  we  encountered  women  with  pa;'cels  cn  xheir  heads.  Again 
we  were  stopped  an'd  examined.  The  bus  stopped  at  the  police  station  which 
was  partly  destroyed  by  Israeli  arm.y  saho  t.e'ar: , tve  ears  ago  in  an  attempt 
to  eliminate  the  Pedayeen  headqucrtef.'i . 

Slowly  the  scenery  became  that  of  th-  deceit,  here  and  there  a burnt 
out  car  could  be  seen,  a reminder  of  .the  events-  of  the  recent  past.  We 
passed  Rafah  (entry  into  the  village  was  fcrbldden  since  the  inhabitants 
had  been  rioting  after  hearing  rumot:rs  tha'b  the  Israeli  army  was  about 
to  leave) . 


The  scenery  is  monotonous  thereafter,  the  scenery  of  a desert.  Shortly 
afterwards  vre  arrived  at  th'b  crossroads  leading  to  Abu  Ageila  and  El  Arish. 
The  guide  explained  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  visit  Abu  Ageila  because 
the  road  had  been  blown  up.  V/e  were  very  disappointed.  The  Gaza  strip  had 
come  to  an  end  and  we  had  reached  the  crossroads  of  Nitzana-Rafah-El  Arish. 
The  guide  explained  the  strategic  importance  of  the  area.  We  saw  the  ruins 
of  fortresses  blown  up  by  our  army 


At  1.30  we  arrived  at  El  Arish,  and  descended  to  eat  lunch  in  the 
palm  grove  by  the  sea.  El  Arish  is  much  cleaner  than  Gaza.  The  travellers 
looked  tired  on  the  way  home,  We  found  oiit  that  our  guide  was  a journalist 
and  photographer  and  a member  of  a settlement  who  had  volunteered  to  be  a 
guide  for  a small  payment.  We  reached  the  fox’tificotions  from  which  the 
A.rabs  used  to  shell  the  settlement  of  Naaal  Oz,  and  it  was  pleasant  to 
see  from  vjhere  we  stood,  the  settlement,  v.’hich  has  been  freed  from  the 
fear  of  aggression,  which  had  hung  over  i t from  the  day  it  was  founded. 

The  evening  approached  and  we  reached  Ashkelon  and  rested  for  a short 
v;hile , Thien  we  faced  north  to  Tel  Aviv. 

When  we  summed  up  what  we  had  seen,  w?  realized  that  we  had  not  seen 
a tenth  of  the  Sinai  desert  in  a whole  day,  vrhilo  the  Israeli  army  had 
captured  tne  entire  desert  in  4 days . 


We  vfould  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  our  guide  again. 
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CRE4TI0N^IN^Tg|^S  I^NTr^^ORLD . 

His  name:  Hofshi  Ben  Ami;  his  age:  34  years;  status:  married,  father 
of  two  children;  profession:  electrician;  seniority  in  the  mxinicipality : 

10  years,  progress  in  his  work:  very  good. 

This  is  approximately  the  dry,  official  report  lying  in  the  files  of 
the  personnel  department  of  the  Tel  Aviv  municipality.  The  picture  attach- 
ed to  the  report  shows  us  what  he  looks  like.  A young  man,  refined  and 
intelligent,  wearing  glasses  with  a golden  frame,  which  reveal  a pair  of 
sad  eyes,  which  seem  to  be  seeing  some  dream  world,  far,  far  away. 

, There  is  nothing  in  his  outward  appearance  which  reveals  his  infirmity, 
deafness,  with  which  he  was  afflicted  after  suffering  from  meningitis  as 
a child.  Although  he  was  but  a child  when  this  cruel  fate  overtook  him 
and  his  world  became  silent  - he  overcame  deep  feelings  of  inferiority, 
and  integrated  himself  in  the  life  of  his  schoolfriends . He  finished 
primary  school  and  afterwards  studied  electricity.  He  achieved  his  aim  . 
through  studying  technical  books,  many  of  them  in  English,  which  he  learned 
perfectly,  and  through  patience  and  perseverance  which  are  worthy  of 
admiration  and  praise.  He  acquired  practical  experience  in  his  trade, 
through  working  in  the  electric  installations  of  the  British  army  in  this 
country.  Afterwards,  in  1947,  he  was  taken  on  as  an  electrician  in  the 
lighting  department.  Every  new  electrician  then  worked  in  various  jobs 
such  as  repairs  in  the  outside  electric  system,  repairs  of  electri# 
installations  in  the  municipality  buildings  etc. 

When  I first  met  him  at  our  place  of  work,  I did  not  perceive  his 
infirmity  at  all,  because  of  his  clear  and  normal  articulation.  His 
"Hearing"  is  the  reading  of  lips,  speaking  slowly,  and  he  therefore 
understands  all  that  is  said  to  him. 

The  eternal  silence  in  which  he  lives,  and  his  power  of  concentration, 
have  developed  his  creative  instinct,  he  has  no  equal  in  tasks  requiring 
concentration  and  patience.  When  you  see  his  creations,  and  watch  his 
nimble  fingers,  you  ask  yourself  if  he  is  not  different  to  the  common 
run  of  people. 

In  this  article,  I have  drawn  for  you  the  picture  of  a fellow  worker 
from  whom  I have  learnt  to  understand  those  problems  which  we,  who  hear, 
tend  to  ignore  or  to  ignore  or  to  treat  lightly. 

Sometimes  I am  curious  to  know  how  he  lives  at  home  and  among  his 
friends , in  what  way  is  their  life  different  from  ours , how  do  they  spend 
their  spare  time  at  the  Association  of  the  Deaf-mute,  in  the  club  where 
they  spend  their  free  evenings,  and  find  refuge  from  the  loneliness 
s-urrounding  them. 

Every  day,  when  most  of  the  workers  gather  in  the  dining  room  to  eat 
and  exchange  views  on  various  problems,  he  goes  off  by  himself  into  a 
corner  to  read  the  paper,  or  a book,  while  chewing  a sandwich. 

One  morning  about  a year  ago,  I met  him,  face  beaming  with  excitement. 

I asked  him  the  reason  and  he  answered  "Haven't  you  read  in  the  papers 
about  the  visit  of  the  authoress  Helen  Keller,  who  is  blind,  deaf  and 
mute.  She  is  travelling  round  the  world  and  working  for  the  good  of  her 
unfortunate  brethren,  and  she  is  to  be  our  honoured  guest.'.' 

The  reception  in  her  honour  was  on  the  following  day.  I asked  him  if 
I could  be  present  and  he  agreed  instantly  and  enthusiastically . (Hofshi 
Ben-Ami  is  a member  of  the  national  executive  committee  of  the  association. 
Ed.)  The  next  day  I came  to  the  club  of  the  association.  A stage  had  been  t 

set  up  in  the  courtyard,  and  bright  lights  illuminated  the  area  where  the 
members  of  the  assooiation  and  their  friends  were  gathered,  men,  women 
and  children,  dressed  in  their  best  clothes  with  smiles  of  joy  on  their 
faces.  This  was  a great  day  for  them. 

Helen  Keller  is  a great  hun^an  example;  a woman,  who  in  spite  of  her 
affliction  is  a great  personality,  symbolising  the  desire  for  life  in 
spite  of  her  suffering.  The  tension  in  the  crowd  grew  as  the  hour  of  her 


' I ! 
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quick  novcmen>.3j  utrange  and  navd-to-u.ndersiand  rc  j oes  vere  heard  on  every 
side  and  photographers  stC  od  ready  to  perpetuate  •'.i.e  oc"asion.  A murmur 
passed  through  uhe  audience;  they  are  -.omiag.  Helen.  Keller,  arm  in  arm 
with  Miss  T4’ompson,  \:ho  has  given  up  her  p’-ivate  .life  sc  as  to  be  the 
eyes  and  the  ear.?  of  Miss  Keller.,  at  ary  ho-."  oi  iho  dtp  or  the  night. 

I v<..gardod  th,-m  wJth  awe.  X'  will  no"  soc.  j-:  t the  sight.  V/ith  my 
own  eyes  I raw  the  tiocc  ’ riorta-ite  wor.an  in  ti'o  '.orld;  he.?  pale  eyes 
are  opc.a  u’.u  s'llliug.  I'vn  she  sees  ro-^hicr.  Tier  Sii>lgh-.  carriage,  her 
noble  and  bcautifal  f.are,  malce  J.  1;  1;  i ./■■  you  to  believe  that  this 

is  Helen  Kell.i'. 

I ''One  a lit'cle  he.irer,  so  a.s  to  aee  i.ovr  tl. ;v  'talk"  to  each  other. 

She  carnec'  cr  and  yet  she  "sees"'  ani  aears’'  everything  around 

her.  The  changing  of  expressions  on  hor  f^ce  prove  just  how  much  she 
"sees''  Her  grcaiest  emotion  vras  caused  by  a dun.b,  litt.le  girl  who  presented 
hor  -v-rixi  a bouquet  of  flowers  and  who  wolcr:..ci  h..r  in  sign  language  while 
look  .ng  at  Ihrs  Thompson,  vdio  tranclatrd  cr.to  Tiiss  Kellers  tend  in  the 
i-iorsi  linigusge  a description  of  the  child  a.nd  I'.sr  greeting.  Kiss  Keller 
carrossod'^tho  child's  face  so  as  to  ‘'h:ee"  her  and  hisred  ner  on  the 
forc-heod. 


' c* 


suffice  to  describe  that  evening,  •when  wo  heard  the  words 


cf  K'en  Kellier  J’.orre.lf,  In  a failing,  al 
effovx  c--'  •'•.Ko  t.orcat,  she  expressed  hor 


tnaudv llo  ucice,  with  a great 


O 


r.c  L eras 


era  translated  into 
.e  ■fie  Ip 

of  Ki-ss  Keller,  Cban 


mooX 

feolir.go  a.'.u  her  tnarJes  for  the 
to  Iv  ip  those  who  are  afflicted 
s'ig.x  I'r.gaagf  hy  the  secretary 


oation  with  the  help  of  Miss  Zw.o.r.prv.h'*' :?  translation,  since 

-r\ 


. 

of  t-e  no 

she  is  she  ' oars"  of  i!i.ss  Keller,  C banding  thvr-o  ...''''.xing  at  This  scene, 
anc  m.' 'el  to  fa.rs,  I a-shed  myself  in  v'hat‘  •....y  '..l.r-.’  p'cpj.e  had  sinned, 
that  tl.:i  wcrld  'nad  becom.e  silent.  J ’i  ould  l.nho  to.  bring  here  of  Miss 
Eoiler's  speech  bo  the  deaf;  You  a.re . happy -pe^  nt  e , .;cvo  eyes  that  can  see, 

d by  G-cd  in  vhe-  world  , Your  affliction 

.•ad  yet  I 'have 
wong  brethren 


.see  the  bea’aty  and  ,the  glory  create 


is -nothing  compared  to  mine, 
the  3t:.'en.iirb'.i 
wheree/e 


s.’.ncc 


car: 


tv  4^  » . 

— ^ ^ ---V 


.ae  ue.CDre  co  ;ie. 


I loohed  at  those  surround rng  her-  ii:wl  tr-eir  y^a:. 
lace,  and  in  oheir  eyes  I saw  tears  of  ioy  at  iior  wo'f 


v.v.s  frozen  on  her 


I tapped  Een  Ami,  my  host,  lighcly  on  the  sh.cv.lt sr;  laod  asked  him 
how  he  felt  and  how  her  words  had  i:?,jr-:-s.sed  hvm?  I-I.ts  ans'.ror  was  short: 

"In  day--  to-  day  r'os.lity,  our  daily  liw'es  are  gray  and  cruel".  "Look  at 
those  members  around  you-  In  what  wa;'  are  th'w  l.vffoi'ent  from  their  hearing 
comrudc.c?,  Ico'i.'' , ;.rr.d  ho  pointed  at  -a  group  .1  m-on  standing  near,  "The  tall 
one  is  f]:lomo  Alhasiu:,  the  m-riifcipolii''  l...f ec-av‘:v',  and  that  is  Moshe 
Lovenberger,  a ' f:c  sign  pa.'nter  v.h.;  works  for  tho  municipality,  that 
one  is  a success  tub  dentist,  and  :hat  cno  weri:?^  in  a shoe  factory.  They 
are  all  working,  creat.vng  usefud  p.vopl.c,  working- foe  the.  good  of  the 
covritry,  ll^'ing  hy  xheir  work,  honest  'and  xuxel..Ligunt,  ready  to  undertake 
any  public- task  a.sked  of  th^rn,.  Many  of  xhem  ha”e  passed  a first  aid  course 
and  -..'ork  vol^untarily  o.x  the  ,.riO'as  first  avd  stations". 


be  stood  there  for  a long  ti.me,  and  I hea.rd  a lot  from  him  about  the 
problems  - -bho  ch-j-baclco  placed  in  the:r  paths  by  a hearing  public 
wnich  uoes  not  undcrsxand  them.  Public  institutions  ignore  their  requests 
and  gi^'e  them,  neither  heT  p nor  understanding,  hilxer,  the  reception,  I was 
invited  to  the  home  of  the  Ben  Ami's,  so  as  to  see  for  myself  a family 
Hs-P.,7  in  it's  own  world  of  silence,  no  different  from  any  other  normal 
fai;;ijy . 

In  a small,  modest  and  tastefully  furnished  apartm-..7t,  I was  cordially 
grootc.l  oy  ■•P..G  lady  of  the  house,  charming  Mrs  Esther  Ben  Ami,  who  is  the 
d.ru.ghter  of  a Jerusalem  doctor  and  a gradxiate  oi  ha-  school  for  the  deaf 
in  Jerusalem  (the  first  of  its  kind),  where  ore  studied  in  Hebrew  (after 
leaving  Germany  in  1935).  She  is  now  the  moxacr  of  t-wo  children  (hearing) 
w 'o  do  everything  possible  to  help  tneir  afflicted  par.ents.  Their  full 
understanding  of  their  parents'  position  is  ouprossed  in  their  obedience 
to  every  -rford  and  co’mmar.d  they  give.. 


In  a candid  conversation,  Esther  told  me  of  the  desire  of  the  members^ 
of  the  association  to  build  a building,  to  bear  the  name  of  Helen  Keller 
and  to  serve  as  the  centre  of  the  life  of  this  country's  deaf,  to  contain 
a hostel,  a trade  school,  a club,  a theatre  etc.  The  social  life  of  the 
deaf  would  centre  there,  young  people  gathering  in  the  morning  and  the 
elder  members  in  the  evening.  It  would  be  the  centre  for  all  experiments 
and  knowledge  in  the  field  of  the  education  of  the  deaf, 

I sat  there  opposite  her,  praying  in  my  heart  that  her  wishes  come 
true,  since  then  a year  has  passed  ...  On  a large  plot  of  land  in  Yad 
Eliyahu,  stands  the  framework  of  a huge  building,  which  will  be  the  pride 
of  the  town.  All  those  who  lent  a hand  to  the  completion  of  this  priject 
know  that  it  is  a great  and  exalted  undertaking,  and  that  when  it  is 
completed,  it  will,  be  the  home  of  people,  creative  and  alive,  who  work  in 
the  sweat  of  their  brows,  for  the  building  up  of  their  country  and  its 
culture . 

(By  Moshe  Hochman). 

The  writer  of  this  article,  Moshe  Hochman,  is  a well  known  figure 
among  the  workers  of  the  mxinicipality . Tall,  blonde,  a vital  personality, 
the  goodness  of  his  heart  shines  from  his  eyes.  He  is  always  ready  to 
help  a friend  in  trouble.  He  has  taken  part  in  all  the  battles  since  the 
state  was  founded  but  the  atrocities  of  war  have  not  changed  him  one 
whit  - living  evidence  that  the  warm  heart  of  a Jew  cannot  be  corrupted 
under  any  circumstances. 

(Editor. ) 

******** 

**** 

£HE_HACTA_BRAHGH . 

We  received  a letter  from  the  Haifa  branch  on  the  27.1.57,  telling 
us  the  results  of  the  elections  to  this  branch.  The  annual  meeting  and 
the  elections  to  the  committee  took  place  in  the  club  of  the  branch  on 
the  19.1.57,  in  the  presence  of  the  chairman,  Admon  Fedida.  A new  committee 
was  chosen  for  1957,  as  follows: . 

Branch  chairman  Hermine  Bolon. 

Deputy  chairman  Avraham  Ben  Aryeh 

B ranch  secretary  Ruth  Levin. 

Treasurer  Avi  Halevi 

. Adminstrator  Aryeh  Salomon 

We  wish  the  new  committee  members  a successf\il  year. 

A sum  of  LI  20  has  been  allotted  to  the  Haifa  amateur  philatelists  group 
for  various  expenses. 

******** 

**** 

THE  SPORTS  ORGANIZiiTION. 


AN  IMPORTANT  AmOUNCEMEHT . 

On  the  23.  February,  1957,  at  4 p.m.  a meeting  will  take  place  for  the 
choosing  of  a new  committee  for  the  sports  organization  of  the  deaf  in 
Tel  Aviv. 

The  agenda:  a).  Report  of  the  secretariate  and  the  treasury 

b )  . Chairmans  summing  up . 

c) .  Election  of  the  new  committee. 

d) .  Suggestions  and  miscellaneous. 

PLEASE  COME  IN  TIME!  ^ 

The  sports  committee. 

******** 

**** 

Report  of  the  sports  organization  (edited  by  Meir  Noah) 

The  competitions  in  league  A,  B,  and  C for  men  and  the  womens  league 
for  the  pingpong  championships,  continue.  There  are  always  surprises  at 
these  games,  and  we  will  shortly  begin  organizing  the  cup  championships 
open  to  all  members.  The  training  in  light  athletics  is  making  rapid 


10 


progrBSS  I bu.'b  niuch  6ffoi’*t  is  sixil  nsscisd* 

We  are  still  awaiting  additional  material  about  the  forthcoming 
Olj'mpiad  although  we  have  received  a formal  invitation  from  the  inter- 
national sports  association  of  the  deaf,  to  take  part  in  the  congress 
commencing  on  the  31  August  in  Milan. 

Members  are  awaiting  the  election  of  the  new  committee  on  the  23 
February.  The  general  meeting  will  choose  the  new  committee,  which  will 
organize  all  activities  connected  with  the  Olympic  effort,  and  the  despa- 
tching of  the  first  Israels  team  to  take  part  in  the  Olympics. 

******** 

**** 

CONTACTS  WITH  ASSOC IATI0NS_ABR0AD  (edited  by  Dina  Manor) 

The  editor  of  "Demama"  has  sent  many  letters  lately  to  associations 
of  the  deaf  all  over  the  world,  asking  them  to  keep  in  touch  through 
letters  and  to  exchange  papers  with  us.  We  have  foxind  out  that  there  are 
many  associations,  some  of  them  national,  which  have  no  official  organ, 
but  in  spite  of  this  fact,  we  have  received  many,  most  cordial  replies. 
Many  associations  welcomed  the  idea  of  corresponding  with  the  Israels 
association,  an'"  praised  our  paper  as  being  interesting  and  varied. 

The  editorial  board  hereby  presents  a summary  of  some  of  the  letters 
which  are  worth  mention. 


TDPJCBY . 

Mr  Erban,  chairman  of  the  Ankara  branch  of  tne  association  for  the 
deaf-mute  and  blind,  tells  us  about  this  association,  the  centre  of  which 
is  in  Istanbul. 


The  association  was  founded  in  1930.  Among  their  aims  they  included 
that  of  paying  particular  attention  to  the  welfare  of  the  deaf  in  Turkey, 
to  further  their  integration  in  the  population  and  to  improve  their 
cnltural  level . 

In  1947,  the  association  fo'^mded  "peoples  enterprises",  among  them 
centres  of  carpentry,  stocking  making,  etc,  which  employ  deaf-mutes.  The 
Anltara  branch  set  up  a small  printing  press  in  1954  with  a binding  shop, 
but  after  a short  while,  it  was  moved  to  Istanbul,  .where  it  is  more 
useful  to  the  deaf. 

As  concerns  a paper,  at  present  they  have  none,  although  there  was  an 
attempt  to  produce  one  a few  years  ago.  This  was  not  a success  for  many 
reasons,  among  them  lack  of  paper  and  the  small  number  of  subscribers. 

B ut  they  did  not  despair  and  in  the  near  future  intend  to  try  their  luck 
again. 

There  are  seven  asso..iations  connected  to  the  centre,  but  in  actual 
fact  only  a few  branches  are  active.  Lately  there  has  been  an  awakening 
among  the  deaf  of  Turkey  and  the  hope  exists  that  results  will  follow. 

In  conclusion,  Mr  Arben  requests  that  the  editor  pass  on  his  greeting 
•■nd  that  of  the  deaf  of  Turkey,  to  the  members  of  the  Israeli  association, 
and  thanks  us  for  the  paper  we  sent  him. 

**** 

INDIA. 


We  cannot  know  much  about  India  from  the  short  letter  we  received, 
except  for  the  fact  that  they  have  a journal  called  "The  deaf  in  India", 
■'uach  they  intend  to  send  us  in  the  near  future.  (N.B.  The  joiirnal  has 
already  been  received  in  our  office  and  it  deals  with  the  problems  of 
teachers  of  the  deaf.) 


****** 


TjPj  CHINESE  PEOPLES  REPUBLIC  . 

Apart  from  the  short  letter,  the  contents  of  which  we  print  below,  we 
have  also  received  a beautiful  postcard.  On  one  side  there  is  a view  of 
the  shady  shore  of  a lake,  and  lotus  flowers  covering  the  surface  of  the 


water;  and  on  the  other  side  Is  the  greetina-  n-F 
deaf  for  the  new  year  in  English  anrchinefe  and  an 

painting  of  a vase  of  flowers.  ’ ^ artistic 

+5  Shang,  deputy  president  and  general  secretarv  u 

for  the  issue  of  our  paper  which  we  sent  him  and  is  hnnn  ^ha^s  us 
journal  of  his  country's  deaf  He  weionmoo  ’ to  send  us  the 

letters,  and  sees  in  thL  SLSe  f sjan  e?  f «*d»anging 

the  two  associations.  e sign  of  sincere  friendship  between 


****** 


aar  - Turkey, 


M£==I2^®_PM_50UNTRY , 

(edited  by  Yaacov  Segol). 

LaciS°area(1Sa‘’Sd1inS 

the  various  areas  of  the“L^ “ 
THE._  SEASHORE  PISTRIOT  6F  JimEA  , 


the  historio  Tn  +>il  ^ne  south  the  climatic  border  and  in  the  north 

tL  Serof  Se  d?st""  ^o^dary,  in  the  east,  the 
me  area  of  the  district  is  350000  dunam. 

l®tS^;mpSrcLstarSSfcf°(h^‘'“®  ?®°'  ”='i“=rraneah  sea  cover- 

mountains . \s  timfSssefSe  fe™l° 

Hamra.  The  border  of  thp  and  known  by  the  Arabic  name  of 

Doraer  of  the  Hamra  area  is  south  of  Rehovot. 


The  yearly  avLage^Jf rS^ls'^^OO-bS^Sm 

.hich*'5o(fwther°Trtbr“/"°‘”  *?■=  Jhiea  in  small  streams 

to  the  sea  The  Ruh-in  • ^ form  two  larger  rivers  which  flow  in- 

the  sea  by'tS  sandrof^Rish  ^^d  falls  into 

the  mountains  of  Hebron,  and  falls  Into  Se"  llltlotTtVnZlV°'^ 

and  ^hL'"swaSrfrr?Lm^!"  of  the  rivers 

~iiuumL  till  the  state  of  IsraeJ  : At  the  time  of  the 

and  given  to  the*^t^be^nf^ captured 
of  their  strength  and  Philistines  were  then  at  the  height 

their  rule  King  David  tr  generations,  the  area  passed  over  to 

the  two  nations  d?r^ot  , but  the  wars  between 

Id  not  cease  until  the  destruction  of  the  first  temple. 

set  up  a school^for^qfi^d^  v^®  second  temple.  Rabbi  Yochanan  Ben  Zaccai 

(the  council  of  elder^V^^  Yavneh,  which  became  the  home  of  the  Sanhedrin 

spirits  Sff  (iJter^lhr  J®^P®h 

Galilee).  Foreigners  settlprTn^+R°^  Cochba,  the  Sandhedrin  moved  to 
harassed  the  JeS^  Sntil  thP  Tp  ^ Cutites,  who 

at  the  time  of  the  cS^sade^s.  community  had  dwindled  to  nothing 

of  Jewish^settlenpr+^h  ^ small  population  until  the  revival 

The  Arab  vlllSrS  thP  « o^^S^^Pzation  in  the  eighteen  eighties. 

hy  their  inhabitar+«  a until  they  were  completely  deserted 

leir  inhabitants  during  the  War  of  Independence. 

most  strategic^arppp^'^^ war,  the  coastal  plain  was  one  of  the 
trating  it.  The  Es-vn+t^^  country.  The  enemy  did  not  succeed  in  penei- 
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capture  of  the  Arab  town  of  Jabneh  by  our  forces.  In  the  east  of  -the  area, 
our  army  captured  Raaleh  and  Lydda  and  drove  che  enemy  further  and  'further 
away  from  the  coast.  The  people  of  the  settlements  went  out  to  work  on 
the  paving  of  the  new  road  to  Jerusalem,  while  their  sons  were  at  the 
front.  From  the  tov?n  of  Rehovot,  water  v;as  pumped  to  Jerusalem,  the  thirsty 
capital  which  had  been  undergoing  a seige. 

This  area  was  once  barren;  bare  land  was  covered  with  wild  grass  and 
vreeds  and  jackals  roamed  unafraid.  B ut  the  first  settlers,  the  Bilus* 
the  immigrants  from  the  Yemen  and  others  tu'uned  it  into  one  of  the  most 
fruitful  areas  in  the  countrj'-.  \le  v/il.l  l«ave  the,  description  of  the  area 
to  th.e  people"  wtio  settled  it  in  those  far  off  days. 

The  B.llu's  return  to  G-edera . 

i-Iaiiy  years  ago,  Tel  Aviv  had  not  yet  been  foionded;  and  Jaffa  the 
coastal  city  of  those  days  was  still  a small  Arab  village.  The  Jezreel 
valley  was  not  only  uninhabited  and  uncultivated-  it  was  one  large  swamp. 
And  lor  f'.-ar  of  robbe’^s,  travellers  took  little  known  paths.  There  were 
only  about  half  a dozen  J'ewish  settlements .an  the  country,  built  on  swamps 
and  battling  the  deadly  fever'.  In  the  vast,  lonely  desert,  small  AreV; 
villages  appeared  here  and  there,  built  of  cle.y,  a.hd  surrounded  by  fences 
of  catcus.  Their  inhabitants  were  afflicted  with  fever,  trachoma  and  other 
diseases.  At  nig-it,  jackals  and  lean,  hungry  dogs  gathered  in  hundreds  by 
the  corpses  of  the  dead  cattle  in  the  fields.  . _ . 

And  then,  in  1884..  One  day,  at  dawn,  ■'.v-hen  the  sky  was  misty  and  cover- 
ed with  grey  a ''.3 , the  vast  p'atn  heard  a song  that  it  had  not  heard 
for  two  thotisand  years,  the  song  of  the  Hebrew  farmer..  Dawn  broke  and 
a strar.ge  apparition  appeared  from  o'ut  oi  t-'ia  darkiiess,  seven  young  men, 
bearded  and  wearing  Turkish- tarhushes , dres.'jcd  in  old  and  patched  European 
clothes-  Borne  ci  them  wore  ancien':  pisrols  and  others  carries  sticks.  At 
their  head  was  a very  young  boy,  his  beard  just  beginning  to  grow,  his 
eyes  shining  with  the  light  of  life  and  joy,  a pitchfork  in  his  hand, 
which  he  v.'aved  as  he  sang.  With  them  was  a derkey,  leaded  with  pro'visions 
and  after  it  ren  a lean  dog.  The  group  continued  on  their  way,  singing. 

It  was  the  grc'up  of  the  B ilu,  who  had  left  the  6-;her  groups  which  broke 
up.  Their  aim  was  to  work  the  Ian-.;,  and  then  -^o'  be  teachers  to  those 
pioneers  who  Vfould  come  after  them  in  'i.hei'C  thousands.  They  had  sworn 
not  to  rest  until  they  were  old  and  grey,  and  had  completed  their  task. 

■X-X  /.  -K 

(edited  and  translated  by  Yosef  Flakovitch) 

IN  HIGH  CIRCLES. . . 

The  meeting  of  the  com-aittee  of  the  wori ,d  organization  of  the  deaf  in  Paris . 

The  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the'v;orld  organization  (federation) 
of  the  deaf  took  place  on  the  4-6  August,  1356  in  Paris.  The  absence  of 
the  representatives  of  Chi:. a and  India  was  felt  among  the  ten  members  of 
the  committee.  The  Chinese  l.ad  .sot  received  a visa  to  France  and  were 
therefore  obliged  to  remain  in  Moscow.  The  assembled  were  greeted  by  the 
president,  Mr  Vocotitz  of  Belgrade.  The  chief  secretary  of  the  organization, 
Dr  Magtroto  of  Rome  delivered  a report,  which  stressed  several  important 
facts : 

The  world  organization  of  the  deaf  is  now  in  close  contact  with  schools 
and  medical  institutions  of  UNESCO.  The  recognition  by  UNESCO  was  offi- 
cially _ published  on  the  2.4.56.  This  does  riot  mean  that  UNESCO  will  give 
financial  support  to  the  institutions  of  the  organization! 

The  associations  of  the  deaf  which  are  members  of  the  world  federation 
of  the  deaf  must  therefore  intensify  their  interest  in  it,  and  pay  their 
mombership  fees  promptly,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  various 
committees.  It  would  bo  desirable  for  every  association  to  send  in  a 
regular  report  on  its  work,  achievements  and  progress.  The  speaker  stressed 
that  new  suggestions  and  ideas  would  be  gratefully  received  and  carefully 
v/eighed , 
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27  countries  are  members  of  the  organization.  Bulgaria  and  South  Africa 
have  lately- accepted  as  new  members.  The  membership  of  England  is  now 
being  discussed.  The  financial  report  shows  a deficit  of  300000  liretta. 

The  member  countries  will  be  asked  to  pay  their  debts  for  1955,  and  the 
final  date  for  payment  is  the  31.12.  The  national  associations  should 
endeavour  to  acquire  the  membership  fees  straight  from  their  governments. 

The  general  secretariate  intends  to  send  a letter  to  each  government 
requesting  that  they  pay  the  fees. 

On  the  second  day  of  discussions,  the  need  for  a reorganization  of 
the  federation  was  discussed.  The  meeting  decided  that  local  enterprise 
should  be  encouraged  . It  was  also  decided  to  set  up  several  agencies  on 
behalf  of  the  organization.  In  the  north,  west  and  east  of  Europe,  in 
South  and  North  America,  in  Asia  and  in  Africa.  The  Scandinavian  countries, 
Austria  and  Israel  would  have  to  pay  only  a quarter  of  the  membership 
fees,  since  they  are  \inable  to  pay  as  much  as  large  and  prosperous 
countries.  Poland  suggested  the  exchange  of  material  between  the  various 
countries  oj;i  their  experience  and  also  the  exchange  of  representatives 
between  the  deaf  of  various  countries. 

The  last  item  on  the  agenda  was  the  fixing  of  the  date  and  location 
of  the  third  world  congress  of  the  deaf.  The  representatives  of  G-ermany 
and  Poland  offered  their  countries,  but  it  was  decided  to  send  out  a 
questionnaire  in  October  and  to  decide  according  to  this.  The  third 
congress  will  take  place  in  1959,  but  the  exact  date  has  not  yet  been 
fixed.  Unfortunately  I was  not  present  at  the  closing  session,  since  I 
left  for  home  the  evening  before. 

(by  Mr.  Hardtenner,  from  a German  paper). 
Mr  Hardtenner  is  the  president  of  the  association  of  the  deaf  in  Germany. 

-X-******* 

** 

Meeting  of  the  assoeiation  of  the  German  deaf . 

On  the  22-23  September,  the  association  of  the  German  deaf  held  a 
meeting  in  Stuttgart.  Everything  was  conducted  with  perfect  order.  The 
assembly  opened  with  the  address  of  the  president  Mr  Hardtenner,  and 
afterwards  the  general  secretary,  Mr  Eeierbaum  read  a lengthy  report  on 
the  social  condition  of  the  deaf.  The  words  of  the  representatives  of  the 
labour  council  were  of  special  interest;  this  council  has  undertaken  the 
professional  rehabilitation  oftthe  deaf,  and  have  made  a great  success  of 
it.  All  the  associations  of  the  deaf  in  Germany  have  reached  agreement  ■ -t 
about  the  percentage  of  invalidity  of  the  deaf.  It  was  decided  to  demand 
for  every  deaf  individual  in  Germany,  the  status  of  more  than  fifty 
percent  invalidity.  The  exact  percentage  has  not  yet  been  decided  upon. 

It  was  decided  to  approach  the  German  government  and  to  ask  for  a suitable 
law  to  be  passed.  The  assembly  expressed  its  desire  that  the  third  world 
congress  of  the  deaf  take  place  in  Germany.  The  last  item  on  the  agenda 
was  the  choosing  of  a new  directing  staff.  The  outgoing  staff  was  reelected 
unajaimously : The  president  Mr  Hardtenner  and  the  chief  secretary,  Mr 
Peierbaum. 

Meeting  of  the  organization  of  the  Italian  deaf. 

On  the  6-8  July,  an  assembly  of  all  the  heads  of  the  Italian  organi- 
zations of  the  deaf  was  held  in  i'-ome  in  the  framework  of  the  organization 
of  Italian  deaf.  The  main  subject  of  discussions  was  social  welfare  and 
all  its  entails. 


*****•*■  •it* 
** 


NORWAY . 


T^h^  national_a£S£mbly^  £f_the_as_socj.ati£n_of  deaf-mutes_at  Sk^in. 

The  twelfth  national  assembly  of  the  association  of  Norwegian  deaf- 
mutes,  was  blessed  with  perfect  weather.  Cold  Norway  does  not  under- 
estimate such  luck,  and  it  can  be  assumed  that  the  warm  sun  warmed  the 
hearts  of  the  participants,  and  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  the 
gathering.  The  assembly  took  place  in  the  town  of  Skien  between  the  12-10 
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T-i-^Tvv  from  AOEie  ond  aoroa.d,  fliere  were  present 

July.  Apart  ^ „ various “branches  all  over  Norway.  The  meeting  was 

300  rspresentatl™;;  ° message  from  the  old  king,  King  Haakon.  Then 

;r“?ot^’J-t’es  5 Sf  2siciatloS  in  the  loot  three  yeara  were  daaouased. 

But  in  iLt  meeting,  the  oongreaa  did  not  bury  itself 

interve...ang  yea^s  s ^ sub-  -' 3 wh-’ch  the  representatives  discussed, 

in  rowtine  work.  One  ^ ^ dicti.onary  explaining  2000  symbols 

for  examp.le,  was  >.ne  pu.l  ^ t-^^  assembly 

in  sig.n  Andrcus  Holler,  a deaf  man,  who  was 

also  d..cio.^a  --  Norway.  The  next  congress,  will  take 

the  1.;^^  celebrations  will  take  place  in 

placeman ;9o9  "-5,^^^;itrsa;y  ^ftSe  association  of  the  deaf  in  that 
honou_  01  — ^ _ _ ' nnjv  one  regret:  that  the  greetings  sent  by 

S’RSL^’EiiS  to  tho  doaftf  Nor.ray,  arrived  late,  when  the  congress 

was  ovor,  **>,*d.^ 

■JrX- 


01 
drlv 


. ^ ; C i tUlBlS 

hoo-f  drivers  in  Swiiaerland . 

”'7e-~e-e  a few' facts  about  deaf  drive'rs  in  Switzerland.  In  5 cantons 
,x  .'22  ’^f-ere  are  no  deaf  drivers.  In  the  rest  there  are  98  deaf 

w-d  ' ?^"ences‘  18  of  them  drive  cars,  and  the  rest  motorcycles 
,v  to"  insist  or;edical  examinations  before  the  test.  Several  cantons 
ai"o  -eGU-'^e  sp'^e-'a’’  recommenda'cions  from  deax  drivers. 

hhi;  ;;  tie  position  as  rogards  ^yn-ts^^ong^deaf^drivers,^^^^^^ 

xii^odt-eCoierki ISvli  While  u.id-er  tie  iifluenoe  of  dri^  The  deaf 
generally  pass  their  driving  tests. ^The  average  resun-t  is  . Goo  . 


S'.-JF.hLN. 


\ dc-r  wins  a Ibe  happiest  man  as  a result  of  the  lottery  rxm 

fei'tVic  tcw.i*of  Pc'ulTn  was  Ernst  .Anderson,  who  is  deaf-  he  won  a priva 
He  Had  bougli^  a 5 


rn-  Fe  had  houg-it  a 2 rr-oner  'Licket  without  imagining  tnat 
poskbh  it.  tithing,  Xnderson  has  a dr  .v<ng  licence  and  had  untended 
" ' “ ■ ' — - — - -r  pieasan.1  si-u'pnse. 


to  buy  a car  so  ihj 
AUSTRIA. 

licences  fo;.-’  i.:i3  dear,  is  an  ii.ipcr „.ai., c p<x,  c x gg  deaf 

fcr  egual  rights  with  those  who  g“td  S tS?  tths 

make  e'xcelleno  dri/ers,  a.na  tha'G  ths  dx..ficulties  piacea  in  u-ie  y 

by  the  authorities  arise  from  prejudices.  Kany  deaf  Pf 

drivers,  and  this  could  help  solve  the  prob].em  of  employment  of  the  deaf. 

in  A.ustrja  the  deaf  are  now  conduct3.ng  a campaign  for  licences  and 
hereby  present  an  extract  from  the  journa.l  of  the  Austrian  deaf : 

We  will  write  about;  the  problem  of  driving  licences  for  the 
problem  is  solved  in  our  favour.  Our  will  continue  ^till^ 

are  g.tvsn  to  the  dear.  B'c.':  before  we  arrive  ao  -chat,  we  would  like 
remina  our  members  that  not  every  car  owner  will  receive  a 
must  prove ct  Vue  good  name  of  the  deaf  driver.  And  we 

care  that  only  those  drivers  who  have  a recommendation  f , . c,tandard 

will  h.  ahxe  to  go  in  for  the  test.  Thus  we  will  preserve  a high  st^d^  , 

v/hich  will  bring  the  deaf  driver  the  admiration  of  all.  >,1^1  pc.  He 

will  have  to  be  an  expert  in  all  problems  of  transport  an  ve 

will  have  to  know  the  la-ws  of  the  road.  On  the  other  han  , 

of  -'obe  A.Uotrian  deaf  will  be  responsible  for  every  deaf  rive  c 

every  accident  caused  by  such. 

We  wish  the  deaf  of  Austria  every  success.  Wherever  the  deaf  work 
united  and  with  mutual  responsibility , their  struggle  will  succee 

Discussions  on  the  problem  of  licences  will  begin  shoitly  ^ 

The  ministry  of  trade,  the  police,  the  law  ministry,  doc  ors,  e 
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representatives  of  the  organization  of  the  deaf  will  take  part. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Meetin£S_of  deaf_drivers_^  The  Swiss  club  of  deaf  car  owners  arranged  a 
meeting  in  Zurich  on  the  23-24  June  of  deaf  cardrivers  from  all  over 
Europe.  The  programme  included:  a moonlight  drive,  midsummer  nights 
dinner  and  friendly  meetings. 

****** 

_^.^LIFE  G0ES_0N 

The  Sinai  campaign  in  the  world  deaf  press.  - The  paper  of  the  Swiss  deaf 
presents  an  article  in  every  issue  about  world  affairs.  In  the  issue  of 
the  15th  November,  the  Sinai  campaign  is  discussed.  We  think  that  our 
readers . would  be  interested  to  know  that  our  deaf  brethren  think  about 
the  Sinai  campaign.  And  here  is  a translation: 

The  name  "Israel"  appears  daily  in  the  headlines  of  the  world  press. 
Thj.s  small  state  which  has  only  1.7  million  inhabitants,  most  of  them 
immigrants  from  other  countries,  is  making  history.  Israel  sees  her  attack 
on  Egypt  as  a national  necessity,  since  the  Arabs  would  like  to  expell 
from  the  Middle  East  all  those  who  are  not  Moslems.  The  Israeli  attack 
can  be  seen  as  another  war  of  David  and  Goliath.  The  question  now  arises 
as  to  whether  by  such  deeds  can  be  fulfilled  the  prophesies  of  the  Bible 
about  the  creation  of  the  state  of  Israel  after  two  thousand  years. 

**** 

ITA.LY. 

In  one  of  the  earlier  issues  of  "Demama"  we  told  you  about  a plan  for 
building  a world  centre  of  the  deaf  in  Rome,  to  contain  15  stories.  We 
have  been  tricked!  It  was  a first  of  April  joke  of  the  magazine  from  which 
we  took  the  information.  There  is  no  such  plan.  Anyway,  whoever  visits 
R.ome  for  the  Olympic  games  in  August  1957,  will  be  able  to  see  many  other 
interesting  buildings . 

**** 

decoration  for  the  leader  of  the  worlds  deaf.  Dr  Magaroto,  leader  of 
•che  international  organization  of  the  deaf  and  head  of  the  association  of 
Italian  deaf,  has  been  awarded  the  decoration  of  commandatura,  as  a resiilt 
of  his  activities  for  the  deaf  and  for  humanity.  Dr  Magaroto  is  the  hearing 
son  of  Antonio  Magaroto,  who  is  deaf  and  a well  known  leader  of  Italian 
deaf.  The  father  has  also  been  awarded  various  decorations,  and  can  now 
be  proud  of  the  honour  done  by  his  son.  Only  rarely  do  both  a father  and 
a son  win  decorations  from  the  same  government.  We  are  sure  that  we  will 
ye^  hear  much  about  Dr  Magaroto 's  activities. 

***** 

Invitation.  Eighty  deaf  people  from  Venice  have  been  invited  by  the 
deaf  of  French  Morocco  to  spend  their  holidays  there, 

**** 

HUNGRY. 

The  home  of  the  deaf  in  Budapest . We  hope  that  the  home  of  the  deaf- in 
Budapest  has  suffered  no  damage  lately.  Here  is  what  we  read  about  it  in 
the  journal  of  the  French  deaf:  - The  government  has  donated  to  the  deaf 
of  the  town  a large  and  beautiful  house.  But  the  deaf  are  not  happy  in 
this  pali.ce,  since  the  management'  is  in  the  hands  of  officials  of  the 
Communist  party,  and  they  are  therefore  forced  to  adapt  themselves  to  their 
demands.  The  deaf  of  Budapest  are  trying  to  acquire  more  liberty  to  conduct 
their  own  affairs.  i 

******* 

IWITZERMND, 

Free  Aeroplane  trips . This  is  the  notice  which  appeared  in  the  journal 

of  the  Swiss  deaf:  A free  flight!  ffhe  flying  club  of  the  town  of  Berne 
invites  50  deaf  people  -to  fly  in  its  plane  on  the  15th  September.  If  it 
rains  the  flight  will  ba  postponed  for  eight  days.  Those  interested  apply 
to  , 


' ^ ui- 1 ' 

F'toth'jr  of  the  year.  The  years  1887-1907-1927-1947  were  important  ones 
in  the  life  of  Mrs  Nora  Koran,  She  was  born  in  1887,  in  1907  her  first 
daatjhter  was  born,  in  1927  she  became  a grandmother,  and  in  1947  she 
became  a greatgrandmother.  Nora  had  six  children  before  her  husband  died. 

She  paid  for  their  education  herself.  This  year  on  the  6th  of  May,  the 
hast  Ba--  branch  of  the  association  of  the  deaf  in  California  decided  to 
nor.'  her  "Mother  of  the  Year".  All  her  children,  grandchildren  and  great 
grandchildren  came  to  the  celebrations.  The  journal  of  the  American  deaf 
publrrhed  a pictare  of  her  surrounded  by  her  20  descendents. 

***** 

A nev"  instrument  for  the  deaf.  Its  name  is  Westcloz  and  it  was  invented 
in  America.  It  is  a combination  table  lamp  and  alarm  clock.  There  is  no 
need  to  set  it;  you  just  plug  it  in.  It  is  decorative  and  decorates  any 
'ro^m;  its  numbers  are  fluroscent.  And  how  does  it  wake  you  up?  It  wakes 
you  jith  no  noise  or  ring,  Vfith  the  help  of  a button  for  the  time  you 
vm.nt  to  get  up  and  at  that  hour,  the  light  begins  to  switch  itself  on 
and  off,  until  you  wake  up.  When  you  wake  up,  you  press  a second  button 
the  light  goes  on.  If  it  did  not  succeed  in  waking  you  up,  a loud 
bfll  begins  to  ring  which  can  continue  nonstop  for  45  minutes.  If  that 
uC'Ssa't  help  ...  nothing  will.  V/e  will  soon  have  more  details  about  this 
invention  and  hope  to  acquire  it  in  Israel  some  day. 

In  1£'i5  there  were  few  deaf  people  in  Texas,  in  the  Wild  West.  One  day  .♦>. 
deni-  mute  came  to  a farm  , He  wanted  to  explain  to  the  farmer  what  he 
’.■■nnto'..  ond  put  his  hand  into  his  pocket  to  take  out  a pencil  and  paper. 

I'ho  fai'mer  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot ; he  thought  that  he  wanted  to  take 
out  a pistol.  _ ***** 

The  100th  voJ.ume  of  the  year  book  of  the  American  deaf.  The  book  appeared 
j.n  November,  1955.  Everj'  yearly  volume  is  composed  of  five  booklets  which 
appear  in  January,  March,  May,  September  and  November.  The  editor  is 
Hr  Fau.ry,  a lecturer  at  the  University  of  the  deaf  in  V/ashington.  The 
bcok  has  been  appearing  every  year  since  1947. 

***** 

In  North  Africa  there  are  4 associations  of  the  deaf,  which  hold  a meeting 
ever;'  year.  This  year  it  was  decided  to  hold  it  in  Algeria,  but  since  as 
v/e  Iniov  from  the  press,  things  are  lively  there  at  the  present,  it  is  to 
be  assumed  that  the  meeting  will  not  take  place. 

***** 

|WHD|N. 

Tv/o  deaf  people  celebrated  their  75th  birthdays  on  the  saiine  day  - 20 
May  in  Sweden  - Ernst  Renner  and  Gustav  Yanson. 

Ernst  P.enner:  He  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  association  of  the  deaf  and 
bhe  sick  fund  of  the  deaf  in  Sweden.  He  lost  his  hearing  while  still  at 
elementary  school,  but  did  not  go  on  to  a school  for  the  deaf,  and  con- 
tinued at  the  same  school.  Afterwards  he  studied  metal  casting.  In  1906 
he  mo'/ed  to  Stockholm,  and  a year  later  was  already  chosen  as  a member 
of  the  committee  of  the  association  of  the  deaf  in  that  city.  He  also 
served  for  a long  period  of  time  as  chairman  of  the  association.  For  25 
years  he  was  chairman  of  the  sick  fund  of  the  deaf  in  Sweden,  ’until  the 
government  amalgamated  it  with  the  government  sick  fund.  Ernst  Renner  is 
a shining  example  of  a life  of  activity  for  the  deaf. 

Giieta;/  Yanson.  Studied  at  the  school  for  the  deaf,  worked  n’t  different 

tiades,  printing,  metal  casting,  electrician  etc.  Then  worked  If or  ^4 
yeo.rs  in  a tin  factory  in  Malmo.  He  is  known  in  Sweden  as  an  outstanding 
chess  player,  and  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  club  for  deaf  chess  players 
in  Mali.io , and  also  a member  of  the  committee  of  the  association  of  the 
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deaf  in  that  city. 


****** 


SPORTS^ 

SWITZERLAND. 

The  deaf  sportsmen  of  Switzerland  do  not  take  an  active  part  in  sports 
competitions  outside  their  own  country,  but  do  not  ^^ink  that  they  neglect 
sport.  I^Tuch  money  is  spent  on  its  development,  but  the  Swiss  do  not  like 
to  spend  it  on  spending  delegations  abroad.  A meeting  of  all  the  sports 
clubs  in  Switzerland  was  held  a few  months  ago  in  Freiburg.  The  develop- 
ment of  sport  among  the  deaf  was  discussed.  It  was  decided  to  send  a 
team  to  the  Olympics  in  Rome  in  1957.  As  in  Israel,  their  main  obstacle 
is  money  and  it  is  not  yet  known  who  will  finance  the  project,  the  Swiss 
government  or  the  Cantons . 

^ "it  ^ 

On  the  7th  October,  the  first  international  shooting  competition  in 
the  history  of  deaf  sports  was  held-  in  the  Italian  town  of  Como  on  Lake 
Como  There  were  33  participants  from  Italy,  Czechoslovakia,  Switzerland, 
?SoAa“a!  Sermany  Ld  Austria.  The  Oaaoha  won  all  the  liret  places,  but 
the  greatest  surprise  of  all  was  that  the  first  place  was  won  y . . . a 
Czech  woman. 

Two  international  football  games  have  been  held.  One  was  between  the 
deaf  of  Yugoslavia  and  Austria  and  was  won  by  Yugoslavia  2 : 1 . The  secon 
was  between  Yugoslavia  and  Czechoslovakia  and  was  won  by  Czechoslovakia 
2 • 1 

******* 

Chess  matches  between  the  blind  and  the  deaf  In  East  Cermany,  a match 
was  held  recently  between  a team  of  the  blind  and  a deaf  team.  The  deaf 
won  with  difficulty  4i:3r-  ^^ho  could  have  thought  that  the  bLind  could 
play  chess,  let  along  achieve  such  results! 

******* 

About  a year  ago,  a negro  from  Johannesburg  was  accused  of 
This  was  not  an  ordinary  trial  since  the  accused  was  deaf,  an  ^ . 
understand  the  normal  sign  language.  He  knew  a special  language,  Jince 
in  the  school  for  the  deaf  where  he  studied,  Father  Ernest  Green  g 

a language  of  his  own.  The  court  produced  the  teacher,  and  during 
two  days  of  the  trial,  he  translated  every  word  of  his  pupil, 
that  he  was  innocent.  The  negro  was  released  and  even  paid  compensations. 

Members  of  the  Tel  Aviv  branch:  prepare  for  the  flag  day  which  will 

take  place  on  the  23.3.57  and  the  24.3.57  in  Tel  Aviv  and  Jaffa. 

Members  of  the  sports  organization:  prepare  for  the  general  meeting 

for  the  election  of  a new  committee  on  the  23.2.57. 
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within  tha  larcast  sehool  population  in  our  hlitorjr  thoro  aro  a 
lot  of  ehlldron  \iho  eannot  road.  appoars  to  bo  a eonooroatlvo 

ootlaato.  Tho  roaaona  attrlbutod  ran^o  froK  specific  physical 
handicaps  (rolatltroly  few)  through  ’*slrror  Inacor/**  (tho  tendency 
to  read  froo  right  to  loft)  to  enotlonal  blocks  of  one  kind  or 
another. 

Tho  nornal  adult  reader  suddenly  encountering  a line  of  type  llkei 
Hauin  Pftr  shirk  foJlnfrg  dean  croon  rial  BbrnOTrshtliM  doon 
night  shako  his  head  at  tho  sad  state  of  type  sotting  today  and 
continue  undisturbed.  But  If  you  were  soren  years  old  and  cost 
of  your  classnates  seenod  to  follow  tho  letters  and  words  readily, 
you  would  find  tha  experience  disturbing.  For  aany  snail  young* 
stars  all  words  look  just  as  lnc<n&prehanslble. 

Methods  for  helping  children  orercome  their  reading  difficulties 
hSTo  been  doYeloped.  They  work.  But  their  widespread,  early 
use  Is  necessary  If  thousands  of  Children  are  to  be  ssTod  fron 
beconlng  handicapped  citizens.  Olven  iatolllgenoo  anywhere  near 
nomal  and  teachers  fanillar  with  effectlwe  methods  to  resol  to 
the  problen,  nost  children  can  learn  to  read  with  confidence. 

In  far  too  aany  connunltles,  current  attenpts  to  assist  this 
group  of  children  are  InsuTflclent  and  too  late.  Sene  prlTate 
schools  and  a few  advanced  public  school  systens  have  reaedtal 
reading  classes.  In  a large  proportion  of  Inatanoes  whara  such 
help  is  avellsble,  it  is  not  offered  until  the  ehlld  hes  been 
autonetieelly  prenoted  Into  the  upper  grades.  ly  that  tine  he 
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is  oftsn  bswlldsrsd  and  rssantfol  and  has  lost  so  auoh  valuabla 
Instruetloo  that  ha  raaains  sarloualjr  ratardad  for  tha  rast  of 
his  lifa. 

Joranila  Court  authoritias  find  that  oan/  of  thair  rapaatad  of- 
fandars  ara  poor  raadars.  This  is  a plausibla  eonsaquanea  for 
tha  taanafar  who  knows  school  as  an  unplaasant  plaea  whera  ha  is 
tauntad  for  his  stupidltf*  Lack  of  affeetiva  halp  soon  anoush 
aneourafas  truanoy  and  tha  solaea  of  ganff  eoapanlonship*  For 
tha  good  of  tha  indlvldxaal  jroungstar  and  tha  eoaraunit/  at  largay 
eonstrnetira  altarnatiTas  ara  inparativa. 

So  long  as  tha  problaa  of  tha  slow  raadar  reaalns  tha  eonearn 
of  an  insuffieiant  nuabar  of  parents  and  adueatorsy  iaprovad 
local  rasoureas  ara  likal/  to  ba  long  delayed.  A cemstruetiTa 
effort  to  reach  these  ehlldreni  at  an  age  early  enough  to  allow 
thea  to  sake  batter  progress  %rlthln  the  school  ourriculua,  re- 
quires a specific  prograa  of  public  education.  Wider  public 
recognition  and  a better  tmder standing  of  the  problea  could 
eroata  a daoand  which  can  ba  met. 

It  saaaa  strange  that  a concartad  national  attack  on  tha  raadlng 
difficulties  of  young  children  has  not  bean  organised  by  any 
aajor  eitisan  group.  It  is  high  tlaa  this  ware  done. 

It  is  proposed  that  a flla  eoublning  accurate  exposition  with 
aaotional  iupact  is  tha  best  instruaent  to  aecoaplish  this  aia. 
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Ulth  mdTle*  froa  th«  laadinf  authorities  there  Is  erer7  reason 
to  bellere  a flla  ean  be  produced  which  will  stir  audiences  on 
telerlsloa  and  In  parent^teachu*  groups  across  the  United  Utetes. 

The  Child  Study  Association  of  Anerlea  has  agreed  to  serve  as 
our  central  source  of  qualified  consultants  and  to  receive  and 
disburse  noney  necessary  to  the  project.  The  plan  Is  to  raise 
$$0y000  for  production,  prints,  pr<»otlon  and  distribution  fron 
foundations  concerned  with  education  and  the  well-being  of 
children.  The  plan  calls  for  active  sponaorahlp  of  the  film  by 
every  major  organisation  Interested  In  schools,  pupils  and 
parents.  The  flla  will  not  Indict,  threaten  or  proselytise.  It 
Is  hoped  that  Interest  aay  be  excited  In  cities  and  towns 
throughout  the  country,  demonstrating,  as  It  will,  the  various 
means  of  Identifying  the  slow  reader  early  In  his  school  years, 
the  importance  of  getting  help  to  him  at  the  beginning,  and  tha 
ways  in  which  this  help  can  be  offered. 
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Dear  Nelle  - 


Since  seeing  you  I*ve  talked  with  Pat  I&iopf, 
and  they  are  going  into  production  of  the  book o'  Contracts  re- 
main to  be  drawn  up,  and  the7  do  not  e3q>ect  anyone  will,  make 
any  money  out  of  it,  but  they  say  they're  glad  the  book  will 
be  on  their  list,  and  I of  course  am  happy  it  will  be  a book 
at  all  - somehow  a book  seems  much  realer  than  a performance 
or  a kinescope,  which  I suppose  is  old-fashioned o I am  enclos- 
ing the  front  matter  I gave  them,  and  I'd  like  to  hear  any 
corrections,  criticisms,  suggestions  you  may  have,  on  grounds 
of  taste,  accxiracy,  or  anything  else.  One  question:  is  Ken 
?fcCormick  really  Ken?  I promoted  him  to  Kenneth,  maybe  I'll 
have  to  demote  him  again. 

The  film  was  very  movingj  I wish  we  had  had 
time  to  talk  about  its  roaking  with  Nancy,  but  that  will  come 
another  time  - there  were  twenty  people  there,  all  wearing 
crowns  of  one  kind  or  another,  so  mine  eyes  dazzled.  The  film 
left  me  with  the  same  feeling  Polly  spoke  of  in  connection  with 
my  script:  I wanted  more. 

As  for  the  luncheon,  with  Helen  and  Polly,  we 
cannot  thank  you  enough.  And  Margaret  and  I both  wish  to  say 
that  the  more  we  see  of  you  the  more  we  admire  you,  (Quick 
exit.) 


Author • s Kote 


This  play  was  produced  February  7>  1957,  on  "Playhouse  90", 

CBS,  with  Teresa  Wright  as  Annie,  Patty  McCormack  as  Helen, 

Burl  Ives  as  Keller,  Katherine  Bard  as  Kate,  John  Barrymore  Jr. 
as  James,  and  Akim  Tamiroff  )/as  Anagnos"  Tlic  production  was 
directed  by  Arthur  Penn,  who  had  served  as  midwife  to  the  script 
and  project  from  the  first  word  ono 

The  present  text  is  meant  for  reading,  and  differs  from  the 
telecast  version  in  that  I have  restored  some  passages  that 
read  better  than  they  played  and  others  omitted  s3ji5)ly  for 
lack  of  timeo 

The  main  incidents  in  the  play  are  factual;  I have  invented 
almost  nothing  of  Helen’s,  or  of what  passes  between  her  and 
Annie,  though  often  I have  brought  together  incidents  separated 
in  time,  i^y  chief  source  has  been  Annie's  own  letters  of  that 
year,  preserved  as  an  appendix  to  Helen  Keller's  The  Stor^'’  of  My 
Life;  these  lett-ers,  by  a girl  of  twenty-one  who  seven  years 
earlier  could  not  spell  her  name,  are  certainly  among  the  most 
extraordinary  ever  written. 

For  knowledge  of  Annie's  earlier  life  I am  indebted  to  Nella 
Braddy's  remarkable  biography,  Anne  Sullivan  Kacy;  and,  for 
their  gracious  permission  to  portray  them  in  these  terms,  to 
MLss  Keller  and  her  sister,  Mildred  Tyson;  and  to  Kenneth 
tlcCormick  of  Doubleday,  for  his  generous  help  in  arrangements. 


W.Q. 
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Mrs.  Henney 


Page  Two 


book.  Samples  of  material  that  might  make  up  such  a book  are  attached 
herewith. 

Do  you  have  sympathy  with  this  direction? 


Yours, 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


McCtcjp 
ends . 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC, 


...  > < 


i;  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


April  2,  1957 
} 


Dear  Nella: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  March  27th.  I’m  so 
pleased  that  you  agree,  and  I’m  sorry  that  it’s 
taken  us  so  long  to  come  full  circle.  1 would 
like  the  selections  back. 

Thanks  for  the  very  interesting  news  about  the 
girls.  Have  a wonderful  summer  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. 


Yours, 


Ken  McQormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifdi  Street 
Garden  City 
New  York 


McCxjp 


Ill  Fifth  Street 
Ga-^den  City,  L.I 
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portuna  time,  merns'rhila  adding  a couple  now  and  then  - 
I'm  glad  of  the  chance  to  read  and  reread  the  poets.  This 
in  haste,  we  are  off  to  our  monthly  checkup  of  the  kids  at 
the  pediatrician's  in  the  big  city,  Pittsfield.  Do  take 
care  of  your  eyes.  With  oiir  affection 


EDITORIAL  ROOMS 


MERRILL  POLLACK 
ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 


THE  SATURDAY 
EVENING 

POST 

FouNoeo  ay 


■^pril  1,  1957 


TH  E CU  RTIS 
PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
PHI  LADELPH  lA  S 


Dear  Mrs,  Henney: 


We  have  forwarded  your  letter  to  author  Don  Murray, 
since  we  feel  that  he  can  give  you  a more  respon- 
sive answer  than  we  can.  I imagine  you'll  get  an 
answer  shortly. 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


Sincerely, 


MPtpal 


y.  (jlU Lc-^cito\ 

Cuo^  0-1  -^(^U 

lj^>  CQ-tu.cu^ 

inJr  - ^ 

K.^1 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC. 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURR/5Y  HILL  8-5300 


April  9,  1957 


Dear  Nella: 

Herewith  the  proposed  contract  for  the  inspira- 
tional book  by  Helen  Keller,  to  be  edited  by 
Barbara  Ellis.  The  terms  were  agreed  on  some 
time  ago;  it  was  the  nature  of  the  book  that  was 
in  doubt.  K you  find  this  contract  okay,  won’t 
you  have  Helen  sign  it  and  return  it  to  me  so  1 
can  get  Miss  Ellis’  signature,  after  which  I’ll 
sign  it  and  return  a copy  to  you  for  Helen’s  files. 

Best  wishes . 


Yours, 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City, 

Long  Island,  New  York 

McCicjp 

end:  3 copies  of  contract 


9 April  1957 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mi's.  Henney; 

I certainly  did  not  mean  to  detract  from  the 
greatness  of  Miss  Helen  Keller  or  the  late  Anne  Sullivan 
Kacy,  nor  from  the  wonderful  work  Miss  Polly  Thomson  has 
done,  I met  her  when  I met  Miss  Keller  in  doing  the  re- 
search for  the  story.  Unfortunately  I was  never  able  to 
meet  Mrs.  Macy. 

It  is  certainly  to  the  credit  of  that  extraordinary 
woman,  Miss  Keller,  and  her  beloved  teacher  that  she  has 
gone  on  as  well  and  done  so  many  things  in  the  past  twenty- 
one  years.  I certainly  did  not  mean  to  detract  from  Miss 
Keller’s  accomplishments.  I did,  however,  talk  to  many 
people  who  have  known  Miss  Keller  and  have  followed  her 
career  both  personally  and  professionally.  They  did  feel 
that  the  relationship  of  Miss  Keller  and  Mrs.  Macy  was 
an  extraordinarily  close  one,  and  that  there  were  dangers 
in  this  sort  of  relationship,  for  although  we  are  all 
dependent  upon  others,  as  you  point  out,  over-dependence 
on  one  person  from  childhood  to  middle-age  is  a dangerous 
policy  for  both  the  individuals.  Most  people  I talked  to 
also  felt  that  Miss  Keller  has  not  completely  recovered 
from  the  loss  of  her  teacher,  and  that  although  the  affection 
and  deep  sense  of  loss  she  still  feels  is  a rather  beautiful 
thing  in  her  case,  it  might  be  an  extremely  unfortunate 
situation  in  a lesser  person. 

Miss  Keller  and  Mrs,  Macy  have,  of  course,  shown 
the  way  in  the  education  of  the  deaf-blind.  No  one  could, 
even  if  he  wanted  to,  tarnish  their  reputation.  Certainly 
I did  not.  It  is  true,  however,  that  since  the  caliber 
of  neither  students  nor  teachers  come  close  to  that  of 
Miss  Keller  and  Mrs,  Macy,  that  the  trend  in  teaching  is 
towards  a more  diffuse  education  without  twenty-four  hour 
dependence  on  one  teacher. 

I am  very  sorry  if  the  article  disturbs  you,  I 
was  merely  reporting  on  the  present-day  policies  and  methods 
in  the  education  of  the  deaf-blind. 

Sincerely  yours. 


cc:  Merrill  Pollack 


Don  Murray  \ 


4707  Connecticut  Avenue 

Washington  8,  D.  C. 

April  11,  1957 

Thank  you  Miss  Henney  for  your  kind  letter.  Just  as 
soon  as  I make  ray  selection  I will  send  it  along  to  yoi 

I might  ask  my  friend  Mr.  James  Flux  who  is  doing  the 
illustrating  for  this  booklet  to  see  you — he  lives 
quite  close  to  you — but  we  will  seel 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  loving  response — 

Sincerely, _ 

^ 

Marian  King 


Dear  Nella 


I just  dug  out  and  dispatched  to  the  proper 
authorities  my  will  and  your  codicil  for  incorporation  into 
a new  will  we're  having  drawn, 

I've  been  reading  with  fascination  the  letters 
of  Tom  Wolfe,  It's  like  reading  the  books  again,  very  little 
difference  between  the  letters  and  the  books,  but  I haven't 
looked  at  the  books  for  ten  years,  and  then  the  letters  have 
the  added  appeal  of  dispensing  with  the  fictional  "eilo  Also 
of  commenting  on  the  books,  I'm  fascinated  partly  because 
in  the  dim  pasT~I  worshipped  this  man  (as  you  see,  taste 
was  always  bad),  but  the  fact  is  he  was  very  talented  and 
talent  is  always  interesting;  and  beyond  this,  he  has  tlie 
fascination  of  nake<lne?s  - vras  tJien'.  s-'/er  a w.-.’itor  r'lo 
was  so  defencelss,  so  tran^arent  in  his  defences,  and  thus, 
even  in  Ms  dishonesties,  so  honest?  Anyway,  I thought 
Helen  might  be  interested,  once  she  exhausts  the  novels, 
though  you  will  probably  not  thank  me  for  the  suggestion. 

Does  yoiu*  plan  still  hold  to  leave  around 
May  1st?  If  so,  I will  plan  to  come  down  in  the  latter  part 
of  this  month  to  take  advantage  of  your  invitation  to  spend 
an  afternoon  with  you  and  your  papers,  if  your  eyes  permit, 

I hope  you  are  feeling  chipper. 

Also  what  moves  me  in  X^olfe  is  of  cotirse 
the  sense  of  struggle,  I shared  the  kinescope  of  The  Miracle 
Worker  at  Riggs  last  week,  and  answered  questions  aftenrerds: 
someone  asked  me  what  had  motivated  me  to  write  about  this 
story,  I gave  some  true  enough  answer  about  language  and  people 
making  contact,  but  afterwards  I realized  the  deeper  fact 
is  that  what  makes  me  weep,  in  iiterature  and  history  and 
life,  is  not  the  tragedies,  but  the  victories,  I never  wept 
for  Hamlet's  death;  but  when  I read  in  Drescott  hoi-j  that 
bastard  Cortez  was  driven  out  of  Mexico  City  and  his  army 
massacred,  and  how  he  retreated  to  the  coast  and  bviilt  him- 
self a nav^E  and  then  carried  the  ships  back  across  the  mount- 
ains to  the  lake  around  Mexico  City  and  took  it,  my  heart 
is  just  ready  to  crack  for  the  indomitablenes s of  the  human 
spirit.  So  when  I read  your  book;  I didn't  weep  for  Annie 
in  Tewksbury,  I wept  for  her  victories.  Now  the  victories 
mean  nothing  without  the  Tewksburys,  and  in  my  bones  I feel 
thore  is  something  specious  and  backwards  about  the  Aristo- 
telian definition  of  tragedy:  to  me  the  triumphs  are  the 
tragic,  because  it  is  \»s  at  our  noblest  - or  I iiiean  some- 
tMng  in  tMs  area,  I'm  not  sure  just  what. 


PeS. 


Knopf  exjjects  to  publish  in  late  August,  and  I need 
some  information  from  you,  which  you  can  give  me  when 
we  get  together,  about  the  procedure  of  publishing  in 
Braille.  I*d  be  honored  to  have  The  Miracle  Worker 
in  a Braille  edition,  if  it  doesn't  bankruf.t  us,  but 
I know  nothing  about  it  at  all. 


Poems  I have  by  Adelaide  Craps  ey 

i 

November  Night 
Triad 

S is  anna  an  d the  51d  ers 

The  Guarded  Vou  nd 

The  Wami  ng 

Fate  Defied 

The  Pledge 

Ebcpenses 

Adventure 

Dirge 

S o ng 

The  Lonely  Death 

Poems  I ha  ve  by  Tagore 

From  Gitanja  li  L VI 

From  The  Gardener  I — Ix 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER.  JR.,  President 


'GEORGE  f.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR„  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 
111  5th  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I thought  perhaps  you  would  like  to  have  a copy  of  Helen's 
and  Polly's  itinerary. 

Wtth  all  good  wishes, 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N . Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON,  DWIGHT  D,  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  Presidenl 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNEn 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LLD. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


May  1,  1957 


Sincerely  yours. 


Evelyn  Davidson  Seide 
Personal  Secretary  to 
Miss  Keller 


EDS/h 

Enc. 


Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


nailia^  addrMs  e/o 
U.S.  VBbasay 
RiykJsTlk 
Sorga  Uot«l 


i‘alae«  Hotel 


Hotel  Nu tisnal  . 
Luc'^me 


Oread  Hotel 


Or end  hotel 


Hotel  d'Xn^leterre 


Hotel  Central  Htetlon 


T 
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Leare  New  lork 

^iey  6 loalandlo  Airllnea 
Flight  No.  3JU  at  13U>  hours 

(1  FH> 

Irrlre  ReykJavUc 

May  7 

at  0900 

(9  AM) 

Leera  RajrkJerlic 

May  U 
rUgbt 

No.  220  at  0830 

(6130  AX) 

Arrlre  Copenhagen 

Key  U 

at  1715 

(5*15  HI) 

Laere  Copenbe{;an 

May  12 
PUgbt 

Flxoilab  Airllnea 
No.  AX  602  at  IhhO 

(2ili0  PM) 

Arrire  Helainkl 

May  12 

at  IB30 

(6i30  FM) 

Laere  Helslnid 

Hay  16 
FUght 

Seandlnarlan  Airlines 
7U1  at  0705 

(7*05  AM) 

Arrlre  Copenhagen 

Hay  18 

at  0915 

*(9il5  AM) 

Laere  Cipenhegen 

Kay  18 
FUfcht 

Soendinarian  Airlines 
601  at  1030 

(IO130  AM) 

Arrire  ^urloh 

May  16 

at  1315 

(1*15  PM) 
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Key  2U 
Flight 

Seandlnarlan  Airlines 
No.  975  St  lh20 

(2i20  PM) 

Arrlra  Copanha (an 

May  2k 

at  1815 

{61I5  PM) 

Laere  Copenhagon 

May  2h 
Fli^t 

Scandinavian  Airllnea 
No.  502  at  2015 

(8tl5  PM) 

Arrlre  Stockholm 

May  2k 

at  2150 

(9*50  PM) 

Laere  Stockholm 

May  31 
FUght 

itrltlsh  tvurope  Airllnea 
No.  211  at  litU5 

(2tU5  HI) 

Arrlre  Oalo 

May  31 

at  I605 

(U1O5  PM) 

Laare  Calo 

A 

la 

Seandlnarlan  Airlines 
No.  635  at  0825 

(8i25  AM) 

Arrlra  Copenhagen 

June  9 

at  1U<X) 

(lOiOO  AM) 

Laere  Copenhegon 

Jane  16  Loandinarlan  Airlines 
Flight  Mo.  913  at  2135 

(9*35  PM) 

Arrlra  OlaagoM 

June  17  at  0150 

(I15O  AK) 

Laere  OlaagOM 

June  21i  Soandlnarlan  Airlines 
Fli^t  No.  915  at  2300 

(UiOO  FN) 

Arrlre  Mae  lork 

S>  4 

c /i 

• m 4 

H}>X£li  XKLLER'S  SCANQIIlAVIAli  TOQR 


Majr  7 • Arrlv*  Iceland*  Presa  Conference*  ^ IV*  one«half  beer* 
six  i*eportere* 

May  8 • Vlalt  i>eh>el  fbr  ueaf  and  Dnnb*  Afternoon*  meet  studenta 
and  teachare  of  tbia*  plna  blind  group* 

May  9 - Free 

May  10  > Poaalble  lecture 
May  11  • Depart  for  Finland 


IDULM  KKLLai*&  dGAJD'UUlVlAli  TOW 


PIMLMIO 


SuwtejTf  Majr  12  • Arriv*  Helsinki*  H»i«l  r«>s«rT*tioM  »%  th«  t^lM«* 

Monday,  Hagr  13  * Prasa  oonferaiae*  at  2 or  3 ^ at  USIS  auditoriaau 

Tuaada/,  May  Ik  - Fraa 

wadaaoday,  M«y  15  « Talk  at  tha  Ualainkl  Blind  tetnool*  Zisrltad  gnaata 
will  ioaluda  rapraaentatlTwa  af  aoaaral  ttliad  and 
daaf  achoela  and  aaaoalJ*  tlana  in  Pinlaad,  aa  wall  aa 
rwpraaantatlYua  of  tka  Mlniatrlaa  of  kdaoaiiaa, 

Sooial  iffaira,  and  tha  v^efaool  Hoard*  i^aalbla 
Tlait  to  tha  trado  aobool  and  tha  Iii3raf7  of  tha  blind. 

Thuroday,  May  16  * Pr^i>oa«d  trip  to  kuapio  in  tha  oarly  aftamaon.  Mr. 

I’^nro  Kakklnan,  PHjnalpla,  i.ehool  for  tha  Blind  at 
Kaopio  wjuld  arron).a  aaoowaudatiana. 

Priday,  May  17  * la  Kuopio.  Loavo  Kuopio  ay  piano  at  3<k5  W arriaa 
Uolaiakl  at  5*1^  IK* 

Saturday,  May  Id  - Laava  Holainki 


HUL£H  K£LUK'S  8C/.|K!l1iAVUN  TOQi 


SatwrdiV«  ^ * Arrive  . urich, 

Sunde/y  N^y  19  * Free 
Monday^  Key  20  • Free 

Tueaday,  Kay  21  * NBmlxi£(  ^>eeeh  before  Aotarlana 

Wedseadaya  Kay  22  - Free 

Xhuraday*  May  23  • Free 

Friday*  Kay  2k  • Departure  free  ^iurloh 


HEICM  CLIXBK'J  aCADUlMVIAk  T-)ta 


Frldaj,  May  2k  > ArrlTsI  in  :>tockltoln*  Hiss  Kell«r  and  har  party 
Mould  ae  net  at  the  airport  sgr  represantativea  of 
uio  Lnbaaay  and  tha  iiwadlah  Aaaoclatlon  for  tha 
oliod.  RapraaantatiToa  of  tha  uraaa  adght  bo 
ponelttad  to  taka  photograpba  fbr  a few  wdimtaaf 
but  tbare  Mould  ba  no  IntarvlaHlBu  allcmad*  Kiw 
KoUar  eould  root  at  tha  hotel  for  tha  reaaindar 
of  tha  day  or  taka  an  aaton^bila  drlTa* 

Saturday,  May  25  - hrtaB  oonferenca  with  radio  and  TV  eorara^e  in 
the  aftamooo* 

Sunday,  May  26  - Kaat*  Posaibly  a priTate  lunohaon  ani^a^aaent 
and  a drive  into  the  country. 

)<onday.  May  2?  - Visit  to  the  Institute  for  tha  iilind,  undar  tha 
aponsorahip  of  Kektor  Tore  Qiaaler. 

Tentative  - Snail  lunehaoa  by  the  City  of  Stockholn. 

Tueaday,  May  28  - Beat. 

Uadnaaday,  Kay  29  • Maatln^.  at  the  auditorium  of  ^ lO  tTxlaa  Forenin>.j 
at  wliieh  tha  invitad  audience  would  include 
representativea  of  all  inatitutiona  coneamad 
with  the  cure  of  the  handicapped,  the  R:yal 
Board  of  Udttoation,  tha  Depsrtaiant  of  -icelaeiaatic 
kffalra  and  of  :>oaial  Welfare,  the  Royal  Labor 
?^rket  Board,  and  Industry.  UeiMnstration  of 
ei<jn  for  the  blind  and  prsaent^^tion  of  ooUectiew 
of  talking;  books  to  Association  library. 

Thursday,  May  30  • Ascension  Day  • e public  holiday  in  Sweden.  Rest. 

^7  31  ~ Frejs  conference  and  oepartura  tram  Sweden. 


HELiCH  lELLER'S  &CM(UIltAVUN  TOUR 


Friday^  May  31 
Saturday^  June  1 

dundayf  Juna  2 


Monday,  June  3 


Tnesday,  June  U 
VadniMday,  Juna  5 


Thuraday,  Juna  6 
Friday,  Juna  7 


mRWAI 


Arrival  from  i^uactan*  No  activity  planned, 
although  It  la  probable  that  press  photo- 
grapharb  vlU  be  at  the  at  «tion  or  airport* 

Press  confsrnioa  in  the  lata  nomin^,  probably 
to  be  held  at  Mias  iallar'a  hotel.  It  is 
probable  that  a newsreel  oansraman,  ntwapaper 
artists,  and  a radio  reporter  will  be  present 
in  addition  to  press  reporters  and  photographers. 

UtOU  AHt  Church  service  at  the  small  "Church 
for  the  Deaf."  On  this  p rtieular  morning  10 
deaf  young  people  will  be  confirmed  into  the 
Lutheran  Church,  the  official  church  In  Norway. 

3t0O  PMt  Gathering  at  Hushaguer  in  celabration  of  the 
50th  annlversaiTr  of  the  Norwegian  Assoc,  for  the  Blind 
Kiss  Keller  will  appear  and  give  a one-ninuto  greatlng 

3t00  PMt  Special  invitational  showing  of  the 
de  Roohemont  flln  Helen  Keller  In  Her  ^tory 
at  one  of  the  large  downtown  cinemas*  l^ere 
would  be  a distinguished  audience  to  include 
private  and  government  leaderb  in  their  field 
of  social  welfare  work,  other  govemnent  and 
oommunlty  leaders  and  the  diplomatic  corps. 

It  is  hoped  that,  if  Kiss  Keller  approves,  she 
would  mke  s short  talk  In  response  to  some 
welcoming  speeoh  b7  appropriate  Norwegian* 

Ahy  net  profit  would  go  to  an  appropriate  charity. 

No  formal  activity. 

Visit  in  the  noming  to  Norwegian  .school  for 
the  Blind  St  Husetay  in  the  City  of  Oslo. 

This  is  one  of  the  naareat  and  mast  modern 
aoboola  for  the  teaching  of  the  olind  of  all 
ages  from  primary  through  adult  classes* 

Afternoon  visit  to  the  Home  for  the  Deaf  in 
Nordstrand,  another  section  of  r^slo.  Among 
the  Biore  than  60  deaf  gueata  ai^  eome  8 or  9 
blind-deaf,  the  only  hone  in  Norway  for  persons 
with  both  afflictions. 

No  formal  activity* 

Lesture  by  Miss  Keller  at  the  University  of 
Oslo  Auditorium  "Aula."  This  event  would 
be  open  to  the  general  public  through  the 
sale  of  tickets,  the  net  profits  to  go  to  a 
charitable  cause. 


2 


liORW/>Y 


The  eudltorluB  tolcta  tbcMi  8uu  persona. 

It  waulii  ^iva  oitluns  an  (^jportunltj  to 
boar  and  to  honor  Mlsa  The  "Anla* 

haa  been  tontatlraly  roaarvM  for  thla  purpose 
and  earljr  eonfinaatlon  of  the  arrant  enanta 
woeld  be  ap]»eelated. 

i^eeond  preaa  sonferenoe  la  the  late  ■omim’ 
or  earljr  afternoon. 

Saturday*  June  8 I>eparture  for  Copenha(^;en.  It  la  c:>naldared 

adrtaable  to  hold  the  preaa  conference  on 
Friday*  Inasanoh  as  baturdey  preeedes  Whit* 
auntide  ana  a two^day  holiday  ulth  no  noMS- 
papers  on  bunday  or  r'onday. 


HELKN  KEUtEJl'S  SCAJIOINAVIAII  r>D1t 


oaturdajTf  Jutt*  9 

jonday  and  Monday 
Jana  9 and  10 

Tttaaday,  thma  11 

wednasday,  Jun«  12 
Tbiu-aday,  <iuiw  13 

Friday,  June  lit 

Saturday,  June  15 
Smaday,  June  16 


mjKARK 


Arrival  In  Copenhagen 


Vlhltsun  holiday a,  and  Mlae  Keller  nay  r»at 
Doth  daya* 

l«it«  aftemooni  preaa  neetin|>  in  danak 
B^ndeaaafund  * a preadaea,  dogenae^^acie  U| 
aftemarda  a Dinner  ia  arranged  for  the  deaf 
and  blind  froe  Copenhagen. 

Heat. 

rvenlntri  The  aimual  "lAght  Featival*  at 
Bellevue  vhere  the  well  known  blind  author 
Karl  djamhof  will  apeak  and  alao  addraaa  a 
few  worda  to  Hiaa  Keller. 

hTanin).  t meeting  with  the  deaf  in  De  Drea  Hua 
(Honae  for  the  Deaf),  !irohuagade  17. 

Moent  preaa  meetinga. 

Departure  from  Copenhagen. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


Publishers 


575  MADISON 


AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


May  2.  1957 


Dear  Helen  and  PoUy: 

I ho(}e  you'll  be  pleased  to  know  that  Pla  Societa  S. 
Paolo  has  asked  pern'ission  to  publish  pages  one 
to  one  hundred  fifteen  of  THE  STORY  OF  MY 
LIFE  in  Italian.  Their  advance  is  seventy-five 
thousand  lire  which,  reduced  to  normal  money, 
is  a modest  |120.00.  Royalties  are  eight  per 
cent  on  the  first  two  thousand  and  ten  per  cent 
thereafter,  and  they  will  publish  within  twelve 


Keith  Henney 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  PuWiihfw 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


M ay  16,  1957 


Dear  Nella : 

Thanks  for  your  May  10th  letter  which  so  clearly  out- 
lines your  position  on  this  whole  unfortunate  matter. 

I appreciate  your  willingness  to  protect  the  relation- 
ship between  Helen  and  her  publisher. 

1 am  rather  sure  you  will  never  have  to  raise  the  hell 
you  promise  to  raise  in  the  next  - 1 o - the  - la  s t paragraph 
of  your  letter. 

I hope  you  have  a good  summer. 


Y 0 u r s^ 


Ken  Me  C or  mi  c k 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

Foss  Mountain 

Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


M c C ; c j p 


CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  ILLINOIS 
COOK  COUNTY 


JUDGE  JACOB  M.  BRAUDE 

IN  CHAMBERS 


CHICAGO 


May  22,  1957 


Mias  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 
Pdas  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Miss  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  May  20,  1957,  in 
reply  to  the  request  for  permission  to  use  two 
quotes  by  Helen  Keller. 

Judge  Braude  has  checked  his  files  in  regard  to 
the  sources  of  these  quotes.  Quote  (2)  beginning 
"Security  is  mostly  a superstition."  is  taken 
from  Let  Us  Have  Faith. 

Quote  (1)  beginning  "Keep  your  face  to  the  sun- 
shine...." carries  no  source.  The  Judge  would 
like  very  much  to  use  this  quote  in  his  forth- 
coming book,  giving  Miss  Keller  the  credit,  but 
if  permission  cannot  be  given,  he  will  have  to 
use  it,  crediting  nobody. 

May  we  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience? 
Very  truly  yours. 


Karyl  Butts 
Secretary  to 
Jacob  M.  Braude 


Nancy  Hamilton 


May  lA,  1957 


Dearest  ^'“ella. 

Thanks  for  the  copy  of  the  letter  to  -“^en  McConnlck. 

You  really  gave  him  what  for  and  I'm  glad,  though  I don't 
know  what  in  the  world  Elt's  and  my  names  are  doing  in  there 
as  possible  money-makers  out  of  a film  sale.  Maybe  you  just 
wanted  to  use  us  as  ballast,  if  so  fine.  But  let  me  make  it 
very  clear  that  neither  of  us  has  any  financial  interest  what- 
soever in  any  forthcoming  sale  to  the  films  of  rights  in  Helen's 
books  or  yours.  We  are  delighted  to  be  intrested  by-standers,  - 
and  see  that  the  two  of  you  are  protected  finacially  and  art- 
istically if  you  like,  but  there  our  Interest  ends.  Is  that 
quite  clear! 

You  should  have  had  with  this  a copy  of  a memo  abojit 
the  kinescope  which  I sen  t out  to  Will  G,  Leah  S, , Ken  McCormick, 
Hubbell  Robinson  of  CBS,  Jansen  Noyes,  Thei?esa  Wright,  Luols 
de  Rochemont  Associates,  and  the  jjew  York  and  Hollywood  heads 
of  AFTTA,  about  the  use  of  the  kinescope,  but  only  five  would 
go  in  the  typewriter  at  a time,  so  the  tenth  copy  I had  to 
keep  at  least  until  AFTRA  hands  down  its  decision  tomorrow.  If 
the  plan  goes  through.  I'll  send  you  the  details,  if  it  doesn't 
it  wont  matter  if  you've  seen  the  memo  or  not.  All  hinges  on 
whether  AFTRa  will  let  its  small-sale  players  permit  us  to  show 
the  kinescope  in  Norway  and  Sweden  without  paying  them  anything, 
which  of  course  we  cant  do.  All  others  have  consented  for  a lim- 
ited use.  United  to  those  two  countries. 


Well,  I daresay  we'll  have  other/things  to  say  to 
each  other  before  long  , Meainwhile  love. 


/ 

M.  C MIGEU  Chauf^,  Bo^fd  of  Tru*t«es 


r j EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 

/ ' 

AIv^ERICAN  FOU 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  Pretident 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR,,  Treasurer 


FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  11 , N,  V.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


lu^ 


r- 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNEn 

Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


May  15,  1957 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  Mew  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  so  much  for our  May  U card.  I am  sorry  you 
had  to  be  burdened  with  Mr.  Axelrod's  manuscript  - seems  as 
though  there  is  no  rest  for  the  weary. 

We  all  saw  the  ladies  off  at  the  airport.  That  is,  Mr. 
Barnett,  Miss  Cornell,  Miss  Hamilton,  a few  people  from  the 
Overseas  Blind,  my  husband  and  myself.  They  seemed  to  be  in 
good  spirits  and  I hope  everything  is  going  along  smoothly 
with  them.  I am  glad  Piccy  is  going  along  to  help  in  whatever 
way  she  can. 

Regarding  the  attached  letter  from  Jacob  Braude;  can  you 
take  care  of  this  matter  or  do  I refer  it  to  Doubleday  & Company? 

I hope  you  and  Mr.  Henney  will  have  a wonderful  summer  and 
should  my  husband^ and  I drive  in  the  vicinity  of  Snowville,  we 
shall  be  delighted  to  stop  in  and  say  "hello" . 

With  warm  greetings  to  you  and  Mr.  Henney,  I am 

Sincerely  yours, 

Evelyn  Dajvidson  Seide 
Persona^  Secretary  to 
Miss  Keller 

EDS/h 

Enc* 


•Bl.rtd 


Please  see  reverse  side 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  Prestdent 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vic€-Pr«»id«nt 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

In  response  to  your  May  17  letter,  I am  enclosing  herewith 
the  complete  file  of  correspondence  between  Helen  Keller  and 
John  Macy,  which  includes  some  miscellaneous  material.  Polly 
must  have  forgotten  to  mention  to  me  that  you  wished  these  letters. 

I have  not  as  yet  heard  from  Polly  but  should  hear  from  her 
as  soon  as  she  has  an  opportunity  to  send  a few  lines. 

I was  at  Arcan  Ridge  yesterday  and  found  everything  going 
along  smoothly.  Painters  have  begun  the  job  of  painting  the  out- 
side of  the  house.  The  grounds  looked  very  nice  and  I left  word 
for  Mr.  Cerda,  the  gardener,  to  do  a few  extra  chores  which  are 
necessary.  Lillian  and  Mamma  Svanda  had  the  house  looking  nice 
and  clean,  as  usual. 

The  weather  has  been  extremely  cold  for  this  time  of  year. 

We  even  have  heat  on  in  our  apartment,  which  is  very  unusual. 

I do  hope  it  will  warm  up  soon  so  that  you  will  be  able  to 
enjoy  your  lovely  garden.  Keep  well I I shall  advise  you  when 
I hear  from  Polly. 

Vfith  warm  greetings  to  you  and  Mr.  Henney  from  my  husband 
and  myself. 


15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  11,  N.  V.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CA8LE  ADDRESS:  EOUNDATION,  NEW  VORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


■M.  ROBERT  BARNEn 

Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


May  21,  1957 


Sincerely  yours. 


EDS/h 
Enc . 


‘Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 
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ROTARI  INTERNATIONAX 

cohv^;ntion  office 
PALACE  HOTEL 
LUCERNE,  SWITZ5RLAND 


25  May,  1?57 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

c/o  Rev.  Conrad  Bonnevie-Svendsen 

Oslo,  Non»ay 

Dear  Miss  Keller t 

If  the  1957  Convention  of  Rotary  International  nay  be  judged  by 
the  high  quality  of  the  addresses  and  speakers  vhich  were  presented, 
it  was  indeed  an  unqualified  success. 

The  address  which  you  delivered  to  Rotarians  and  their  guests  on 
Tuesday  wi'.l  ever  remain  as  one  of  the  finest  moments  of  this  or 
any  other  Rotary  International  Convention.  The  warmth  and  human 
understanding  which  you  radiated  was  very  keenly  felt  dy  all  those 
who  were  privileged  to  hear  you,  and  you  have  inspired  them  as  no 
other  person  could  do. 

t Ity  humble  aopreciation  and  thanks  to  you  on  behalf  of  Rotarians 

around  the  world. 

Sincerely, 


Marlin  K.  Tabb 
Convention  Manager 


STATEMENT 


DATE 


may  2 8 1957 


LEAH  SALISBURY 


N Account  With 


William  Gibson 


For 


THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  - Publicatio] 


City 


Theatre 


Advance  from  Knopf 


Week  Ending 


(contract  enclosed) 


Gross  Receipts: 


Advance 

Total.  BCdSXSBE  Received: 


Less  Commission  10 

Less  105?  to  charities 

Cess  Expenses: 

AUTHORS  LEAGUE  ASSESSMENTS  WEEKS  ENDING: 

♦Check  drawn  to  American 
Foxandation  for  the  Blind 

AUTHORS  LEAGUE  DUES: 


1500.00 


50.00 

$450.00 


■.41^ 


TAXES: 


TYPING: 


CHECK  HEREWITH: 


$405.00 


STATEMENT 


DATE 


MAY  2 8 1957 


LEAH  SALISBURY 


N ACCOUNT  WITH  William  Gibson ppp  THE  MIRACLE  WOB.KSR  - Publlcatlo: 

City  Theatre 


Remarks  AdvailCe  frOIlt  Knopf Week  Ending 

(contract  enclosed) 


GROSS  RECEIPTS: 

Advance 

Total  !tgo*XDl  Received; 

#500.00 

STOCK; 

Less  Commission  ^.0 

Less  105^  to  charities 

Less  Exf^nses: 

AUTHORS  LEAGUE  ASSESSMENTS  WEEKS  ENDING; 

50.00 

1450.00 

45..S.Q* 

♦Check  drawn  to  Americsn 
Foundation  for  the  Blind 

AUTHORS  LEAGUE  DUES: 

Amateur: 

TAXES: 

TYPING: 

CHECK  HEREWITH: 

$405.00 

Leah  Salisbury 


NEW  YORK 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • ARTISTS'  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE  ADDRESSi  LEASALIS.  NEW  YORK 


Dear  Mrs.  Henneyj 

I believe  you  will  find  the  enclosed  papers  dealing  with 

the  publication  of  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  by  Knopf  self-explanatory; 

if  you  should  have  any  questions,  please  call  me. 

Mrs.  Salisbury  asked  me  to  tell  you  she  hopes  you  and  she 
will  be  able  to  meet  when  you  return.  If  at  that  time  you 
will  phone  the  office,  I'll  be  glad  to  do  my  best  to  arrange 
an  appointment  that  will  be  convenient  for  both  of  you. 


May  28,  1957 


Slncerelv 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I. , N.Y 


B 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRF.SSNTAT:  VES 


> 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC  75  MADISON 


AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


May  29,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  the 
information  on  V/E  BEREAVED.  We  shall,  of 
course,  renew  the  copyright  immediately. 

Here  is  a copy  of  the  final 
manuscript  for  your  approval.  I hope  you 
like  it;  it  has  been  a great  pleasure  for 
me  to  work  on  it. 

Best  wishes. 

Sincerely  yours, 

-I  -5.  T 

Barbara  Ellis 

/ 

li?s . Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  N.  H. 


Enel 

BE:e 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Putluherj  >1  madison  avenue,  new  york  22  -Murray  hill  8-5300 


May  21,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Hermey: 

'iTe  have,  of  coulee,  run  into  the  inevitable 
copyright  difficulties  in  assembling  the  Helen  Keller  book, 
and  Ken  has  suggested  that  you  might  be  able  to  give  us 
some  help. 


The  main  stumbling  block  is  the  little  book, 

WE  3EREATOD,  which  was  copyrighted  in  1929  by  Leslie  Fulen- 
wider,  Inc.  Do  you  have  any  idea  whether  the  publishing 
rights  have  ever  reverted  or  been  turned  over  to  Miss  Keller, 
or  where  we  could  get  in  touch  with  the  publisher,  which  I 
suspect  is  impossible.  The  other  question  concerns  copyright 
renewal  on  the  book.  This  is  due  by  October  l5  of  this  year; 
our  copyright  department  here  has  checked  and  discovered  that 
up  to  now  no  one  has  come  forward  to  do  this.  With  your  per- 
mission, they  will  renew  the  copyright  for  Miss  Keller,  to 
keep  the  material  from  going  into  public  domain. 


I am  sorry  that  we  must  trouble  you  with  this; 

I hope  it  doesn't  disrupt  the  joys  of  the  New  Hampshire  spring. 


Best  wishes. 


Sincerely,  ^ 
<Sk2  > / ^.  • ft  ^ 


Barbara  Ellis 
Assistant  Editor 


Mrs.  Keith  Ifenney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
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HELF?  KELLER'S  -piRTHDAYS  IS  EATON 


Vfhen  the  27th  day  of  this  month  of  June  196?  Is  over 
Helen  Keller  will  have  had  87  birthdays.  At  the  age  of 
seven  she  became  an  Inteimatlonal  celebrity  when  the 
world  learned  how  the  "Miracle  Worker,"  her  teacher,  Anne 
Sullivan  Macy,  had  brought  her  out  of  the  twin  prisons  of 
deafness  and  blindness  Into  the  community  of  ordlnaiT- 
people.  Prom  that  time  to  this  the  world  has  given  her 
everything  except  privacy,  especially  on  her  birthdays. 

For  two  of  these  birthdays— the  58th  and  the  74th— 
she  found  complete  privacy,  guaranteed  by  friends  who  owned 
a house  on  the  Poss  Mt.  Road  two  miles  up  from  Snowvllle. 

On  May  27,  1933  she  moved  In  with  her  companion.  Miss 
Polly  Thomson,  her  man-of-all-work,  Herbert  Haas,  and  four 
dogs,  a Oreat  Dane,  two  Shetland  collies,  and  a Lakeland 
terrier.  They  stayed  six  weeks,  with  Everett  White  their 
contact  man  for  mall  and  supplies. 

One  of  the  collies  fell  off  the  terrace  nine  feet 
down,  but  landed  without  ham  on  top  of  a young  hemlock. 

The  Great  Dane  matched  herself  against  a porcupine  and  had 
to  be  nished  to  a vet  to  have  the  quills  out,  but  these 
were  the  only  mishaps.  Helen  slept  as  long  as  she  liked 
without  thought  of  schedule.  Herbert  put  up  a rope  walk 
so  she  could  tramp  around  alone.  She  and  Polly  sunned 
themselves  and  rambled  In  the  pine  forest.  They  helped 
bring  In  wood  for  the  oookstove  and  fireplace.  They  dragged 
In  fallen  logs  and  Helen  sat  on  the  sawhorse  while  Herbe^ 
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sawed.  With  Polly's  help  she  kept  up  with  a nest  of  phoebes, 
gently  touching  the  tiny  bodies  until  pinfeathers  began, 
after  which  she  left  them  alone  for  fear  of  disturbing  them 
toe  much. 

Herbert  picked  wild  strawberries  for  the  birthday  and 
Helen  capped  them;  and  on  that  day,  for  the  first  time  In 
his  life,  Herbert  baked  a cake— a caramel  layer  cake  which 
was  a "complete  triumph."  "Every  day  here,"  Helen  wrote, 

"has  been  an  Idyll  of  freedom  In  both  mind  and  body,  away 
from  the  swarming  and  buzzing  of  the  human  hive.  New 
growths  of  thought,  courage  and  will  to  conquer  have  igxKcxxdx 
'greened'  In  every  nook  and  comer  of  my  being.  These 
treasures  of  meditation,  dream  and  happy  simplicity  will 
be  stored  up  Iraperldshably  in  ray  spirit." 

Herbert  died  In  1950,  but  Helen  and  Polly  came  back 
for  another  birthday  In  1954  and  wxyBd  stayed  two  weeks. 

Helen  brought  with  her  the  manuscript  of  a book  entitled 
"Teacher,"  her  final  tribute  to  her  "guardian  angel," 

Anne  Sullivan  Macy.  A room  with  a typewriter  (regular 
Smith-Corona  portable)  was  set  apart  for  her  and  a school- 
teacher's  desk  bell  (found  at  Mrs.  Sakksxglxx  Goldberg's) 
was  placed  on  her  work  table  so  she  could  summon  anyone  when 
she  wanted  anything.  She  spent  the  raomlngs  on  the  book. 

It  was  aHhkBtbnii  published  In  1955. 

Afternoons  and  evenings  were  spent  kxggx  gabbling  on 
the  terrace  or  at  the  fireside  or  walking  In  the  woods. 

One  day  Clyde  Ellis  ox  escorted  her  to  a pine  knoll  where 
bears  had  wintered.  Another  day  her  host  took  her  out  to 
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show  her  so^e  of  the  mushrooms  which  were  popping  up  all 
around.  Without  a word  he  placed  specimens  In  her  hand 
as  they  came  upon  them.  After  feeling  and  smelling  them, 
and  much  to  his  surprise,  she  named  them  one  by  one: 
boletus,  russula, ^Caesar’ s mushroom  (Amanita  Caesarea)  — 
"Don't  eat  It,"  she  said,  remembering  what  John  Macy, 
her  teacher's  husband  has  taught  her  half  a century  ago 
In  the  woods  around  their  home  In  Wrentham,  Massachusetts. 

Polly  died  In  I960  and  Helen  Keller  has  not  been 
hxKkxtax  back  tc  Foss  Mountain*  This  year  she  will  spend 
her  87th  birthday  at  her  home  In  Connecticut,  well 
protected  from  Intruders. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Puhlishtrs 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


\ 

-MURRAY  HEX  8-5300 


June  6,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  all  the  nice  things  you  said 
about  TIE  OPEN  DOOR.  I am  delisted  that  you  are  so  appro’/ing, 
and  I can  only  say  again  what  a pleasure  it  was  for  me  to  work 
on  the  book,  lliss  Keller's  words  kept  me  cheered  and  I am  sure 
many  other  people  are  going  to  feel  the  sane  way.  This  material 
is  wonderful  writing  and  thinking. 

By  all  means  have  the  bill  for  brailling  sent  to 
us;  we  shall  be  more  than  happy  to  take  care  of  it. 

The  contract  and  the  check  ivere  sent  directly  to 
Ivliss  Keller  in  April. 

Vfe  have  scheduled  the  book  for  December  5 in  order 
to  meet  the  Christmas  demand,  and  that  does  give  us  a rather  close 
time  for  making  changes.  The  manuscript  is  now  being  designed  and 
copyedited,  which  will  of  course  take  several  weeks,  and  we  shall 
certainly  not  go  beyond  that  point  until  Miss  Keller  has  had  a 
chance  to  read  it. 

Again,  thank  you,  and  best  wishes. 


Sincerely, 

I I c 


Barbara  Ellis 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


BE:e 


WILLtAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  Pr«t.dent 


•GEORGE  f.  MEYER,  V.ce.Pf«$.d«nt 


M.  C MIGEL,  Ch^'fflwn,  Board  of  Tru*t<<» 

* - EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary  JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treaiurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.O.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


June  12,  1957 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella: 

Enclosed  please  find  a copy  of  a letter  written  to  Mr.  William  Gibson, 
with  which  we  forwarded  to  him  the  formal  receipt  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  for  the  contribution  which  you  forwarded  to 
us  at  his  request.  1 think  it  is  a very  nice  thing  for  him  to  do  and  by 
the  way,  you  will  be  interested  to  learn,  if  he  has  not  already  told  you, 
that  he  is  being  very  helpful  to  us  in  another  way.  He  is  helping  us 
to  think  through  a plan  for  a dramatic  presentation  of  some  public 
education  material  about  blind  children  on  radio  networks  later  this 
year.  He  is  certainly  an  excellent  man. 

1 cannot  add  very  much  to  the  news  you  have  been  hearing  from  Helen 
and  Polly  but  generally  speaking  they  seem  to  be  getting  along  quite 
well.  By  the  way,  will  you  be  in  town  on  June  25,  the  day  they  are 
scheduled  to  return?  If  so,  would  you  like  to  join  me  and  probably  some 
others  who  will  be  on  hand  to  meet  them? 

Best  personal  regards. 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRB/s 

Enc. 


•Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


Tei.«FMONBi  WATKINS  4*0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

tS  WEST  16th  street 
NEW  YORK  11.  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


June  12,  19S7 


Mr.  WilliaTn  Gibson 

Stockbridge 

Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Gibson: 

I am  sorry  that  the  day  you  visited  our  offices  1 was  not  here  to  personally 
greet  you  and  take  part  in  the  discussions  which  you  bad  with  Dr.  Gregor 
Zieoner.  He  seems  quite  pleased  with  the  ideas  you  helped  him  develop. 

The  purpose  in  writing  at  this  time  is  to  send  you  the  attached  formal 
receipt  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  for  your  recent  generous 
contribution  of  $45.00  which  Mrs.  Henney  forwarded  to  us.  May  1 take 
this  opportunity,  then,  to  thank  you  for  the  contribution  to  Miss  Keller's 
efforts  on  behalf  of  deaf-blind  persons  as  well  as  your  interest  and 
assistance  with  regard  to  the  propo.sed  network  radio  production. 

Best  personal  regards. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


M.  Bcbci  t Barnell 
Executive  Director 

MRB/s 

£nc. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Puhlishtrs 


T 

Sk  575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


June  12,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter. 

I am  glad  you  approve  of  the  December  date.  We  will 
not  be  seeing  page  proofs  on  the  book  but  the  Manu- 
facturing Department  assures  me  that  we  can  hold  the 
manuscript  until  about  the  12th  of  July  which  would, 

I think,  be  safer  than  letting  it  go  into  galleys 
without  Miss  Keller's  approval.  1 hope  this  will  not 
be  putting  too  much  pressure  on  her  because  I know 
she  will  be  tired  after  her  trip. 

It  would  be  lovely  if  we  could  all  have  lunch  in  the 
fall.  Perhaps  some  sort  of  a publication  day  celebration 
would  be  fun.  I am  glad  to  hear  your  views  about  our 
meeting  before  this  because  they  agree  with  mine  completely 
and  fortunately  our  feelings  seem  to  have  worked  out  well. 

Best  wishes. 


BE/ng 

Miss  Nella  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


Sincerely  yours. 


/ 


Barbara  Ellis 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER.  JR.,  President 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  o(  Trustees 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


•GEORGE  f.  MEVER,  Vice-President 

JANSEN  NOYES,  JR..  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N,  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNEH 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LLD. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


June  IL,  1957 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 
Foss  fountain 
Sno-wville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Krs.  Henney: 

I thought  you  would  be  glad  to  know  that  I received  a note 
from  Polly  this  morning  in  which  she  states  they  were  having  a 
pretty  hard  and  exhausting  tour  with  no  time  out  from  work. 
However,  she  has  asked  me  to  arrange  with  their  Japanese  friends 
to  celebrate  Helen's  birthday  at  a dinner  party  at  Arcan  Ridge 
on  Saturday,  June  29th,  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  Polly 
is  quite  all  right,  wouldn't  you  say?  I know  they  will  be  glad 
to  leave  for  Glasgow  on  Sunday  where  they  will  be  able  to  relax 
and  forget  about  speeches,  etc.,  and  Polly  will  enjoy  visiting 
with  her  family  once  again. 

The  weather  is  nice  but  somewhat  warm  today.  The  garden 
at  Arcan  Ridge  was  lovely  on  Monday  - the  roses  were  especially 
beautiful.  Lillian  gave  me  a few  to  take  home  to  my  mother. 

VJe  have  had  some  trouble  with  an  epidemic  of  caterpillars 
which  have  invaded  some  of  the  trees.  They  have  been  sprayed 
and  I hope  we've  been  able  to  remedy  the  situation.  At  any 
rate,  I have  arranged  to  meet  Mr.  Gerda,  the  gardener,  at  Arcan 
Ridge  at  5^30  p.m.  Monday  (he  works  all  day  so  I'll  just  have 
to  meet  him  at  that  late  hour)  to  make  sure  everything  is  in 
order. 


The  paint  job  is  coming  along  beautifully;  the  windows  have 
been  washed;  Lillian  and  Mamma  Svanda  are  finishing  the  spring 
cleaning,  and  Mr.  Gerda  has  done  some  repair  work  around  the 
house  so  that  everything  will  be  in  readiness  for  the  girls  upon 
their  return. 


•Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 
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There  was  an  enormous  amount  of  mail  at  Arcan  Ridge  last 
Monday  which  I brought  down  to  the  office  and  I have  taken  care 
of  it.  Have  you  seen  the  article  in  "Friends  Magazine"  regarding 
Helen? 

I hope  all  is  well  with  you  and  Mr.  Henney  and  that  you 
had  an  enjoyable  visit  with  the  Conants. 

With  warm  greetings,  I am 


Affectionately, 


ATIONAL  WOMAN’S  CHRISTIAN  TEMPERANCE  UNION 

HSADQUARJCKS:  1730  CHICAGO  AVC.,  EVANSTON,  ILL.,  UNIversily  41 396 


Vict-Prttidtnf 
MRS.  C.  V.  BIOOL6 
7321  Stockton  Ofivo 
Knoxvitio  19,  Tonn. 

Corresponding  Secretary 
MRS.  FRED  J.  TOOZE 
Evanston,  Illinois 

President 

MRS.  GLENN  G.  HAYS 
Evonston,  Illinois 

Treosurer 

MRS.  H.  F.  POWELL 
Evonston,  Illinois 

Recorc/ing  Scerefory 
MRS.  T.  ROY  JARRETT 
RFO  7.  Box  453  B 
Richmond  24,  Vo. 

June 

C\J 

1957 

Miss  Helen  Keller 

Westport 

Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 


Please  see  the  enclosed  inquiry  which  has  come 
to  my  office.  I am  informing  the  inquirer  that  I am  sending  it 
on  to  you,  hoping  that  you  will  feel  that  you  can  reply  direct 
to  him. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Glenn  G,  Hays 
President,  National  WCTU 


ADH/fs 


ENGL 


Schweizerische  Zentralstelle  zur  Bekampfung  des  Alkoholismus 
Secretariat  Antialcoolique  Suisse  — Segretariato  Antialcoolico  Svizzero 


Adresse  : 

S.  A.  S..  Case  29.  Lausanne  13 


Tel.  (021)  26  59  75 
Post.  Check  II.  261 


Sy 


Lausanne, 6.tll...J.Une...iyb.7.a.... 

Av.  Dapples  5 


National  v/oman's  Christian  I'ernperance  Union, 
1730  Chicago  Avenue, 

Evanston.  (Illinois)  USA 


Dear  Madam, 

Would  you  be  so  kind  and  let  us  knovr  if  Helen  Keller  is 
a teetotaler.  We  remember  having  heard  once  something  about 
it,  but  we  are  not  quite  certain. 

Thanking  you  beforehand  for  your  reply,  we  remain,  dear 
Madam, 


Yours  sincerely 


1,  ^ 
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THE  M.  B.  ROSEN  & SON  COMPANY 

GOOD  WILL  ADVERTISING  COUNSELORS  SINCE  1927 


DNIQUE  gifts  for  executives  and  employees  ^ » » PREMIUMS  & SPECIALTIES  OF  ALL  KINDS 

EDison  3-3545 
2801  N.  TRYON  ST. 
CHARLOTTE,  N.  C. 

June  £5,  1957 


’laar  I'iss  Keller, 

Everj-timo  I rea.'l  or  hear  of  you  I think  of  I'iss  Ruhy 
i:iller.  She's  a lovely  la-iy  of  around  40  or  45,  like  you  she  is 
deaf  and  hlind.  She  can  speak  like  you  do.  She  took  advance-’  courses 
aiyd  could  rea-^  French  and  maj^e  other  foreign  langauages  too?  T am 
not  sure. 


A brilliant  girl  when  I knew  her  years  ago.  ^ saw 
her  again  last  summer  very  briefly,  but  she  is  still  a lovely  lady. 

I yjs.s  v/ondering  if  you'd  wf.nt  to  take  her  on  and 
coach  her  to  carry  on  your  -.vonderful  work  for  the  blind.  She  is  nov: 
in  a home  for  the  aged  deaf  -.vhere  she  does  the  housework  and  cooking 
for  her  room  -nd  beard.  }[er  parents  died  years  ago.  So  I'd  like  to 
herr  from  you  if  the  idee  appeals  to  you,  to  he.ve  your  work  carried 
on. 

I am  a deaf  mute  myself  and  'nave  carried  on  my  arm 
business  for  many  years.  So  I feel  deafness  or  blindness  is  no 
handicap  if  one  has  the  ability  to  tackle  life  and  educate  the  public 
to  the  fact  that  a deaf  or  blind  person  with  proper  education  can  do 
just  as  -well  as  anyone.  You  pro-ved  it.  I proved  it,  though  I had 
onlv  3 voars  of  formal  schooling,  '^ut  I have  been  an  avid  reader  all 
my  life  v/hich  is  a big  help,  being  on  my  own  since  I vis-s  15.  I am 
busy  all  the  time  and  almost  30,  but  don't  feel  it. 

7 sincerely  ho -e  the  idea  of  ha-ving  another  person 
to  assist  you  in  your  work,  who  xvill  eventually  carr^''  on,  now  that 
’.-ou  and  I are  rotting  in  years.  I'.y  son  is  helping  now  in  my  business, 
and  will  carry  it  on  -.■dien  I no  longer  can. 

Hoping  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  soon. 


/ 


u.'*^  ~'l  ^ 


Dear  Nella  - 

I'm  up  to  my  ears  in  rewriting  a play  that's  svip- 
p^sed  to  be  done  this  fall,  or  I'd  have  replied  sooner. 

I don't  know  whether  you  did  right  or  wrong  in  saying 
no  to  that  movie  offer;  I suspect  right,  and  in  any  case  there's  nothing 
like  a no  for  clearing  the  mind  - I felt  much  better  as  soon  as  I 
decided  I could  walk  away  from  the  Wanger  thing. 

Margaret  sent  Helen  some  flowers  for  her  birthday  and 
we  just  got  a lovely  letter  back.  Makes  me  feel  a bit  guilty  to  be 
adding  to  the  correspondence  load. 

This  is  in  haste,  but  we  are  looking  forward  to  your 
visit  to  chew  the  fat. 


Af f e ctionately. 


}oiiN  B.  Marsh,  President 
20  Exchange  Place 


Halidurton  Fales,  II,  Treasurer 
14  WaU  Street 


Francis  N.  Bancs,  Secretary 
42  Broadway 


far  fflifranir  SiaraBra 


TmnD  Avenue,  between  181st  and  183bd  Strects 
New  York  57,  N.  Y. 


A.  P.  Mehrux,  m.d.,  m.h.a.,  f.a.c.h.a. 
Superintendent 


50  June  1957 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

C/o  American  Boundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

15  West  16th  Street 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

As  a clergyman  and  a hospital  chaplain,  I have  become  more  and  more 
interested  in  the  field  of  spiritual  healing  and  in  the  fine  work  bein<? 
done  in  this  field  by  many  of  oiur  clergy  and  churches. 

There  ere  those  of  us  who  feel  that  a real  need  exists  for  a book  of 
PRAYERS  FOR  SPIRITUAL  HEALING,  such  as  could  be  used  in  the  home,  in  hospitals, 
and  even,  on  occasion,  in  our  churches.  Encouraged  by  a vjell-known  publisher 
of  religious  books,  I have  undertaken  to  collect  from  75  1^)0  such  prayers. 

It  is  my  hope  that  this  publisher,  together  with  an  equally  well-knovm  London 
firm,  will  produce  this  work  v;hen  ready. 

I am  now  engaged  in  vfriting  to  prominent  church  leaders  and  hvtmanitarians 
arountf  the  world,  especially  those  v;ho  are  interested  in  the  health  and  well-being 
of  their  fellowmen,  asking  each  to  be  good  enough  to  v;rite  out  and  send  to  me  a 
brief,  to  the  point  prayer  for  spiritual  healing.  Many  have  already  reached  me 
from  various  countries,  and  more  are  on  the  way. 

'Would  you.  Dr.  Keller,  as  one  of  our  great  humanitarians,  be  gracious 
enough  to  take  the  time  to  write  out  and  send  to  me  a brief  prayer  for  healing, 
such  as  could  be  added  to  those  of  others  for  this  work?  Doing  so,  you  shall 
have  gained  the  deep  gratitude,  not  only  of  the  vfriter,  but  of  all  those  who 
shall  be  helped  and  blessed  by  these  prayers. 

May  I send  you  my  heartiest  greetings  together  with  the  assurance  of  my 
prayers  that  God  will  continue  to  smile  upon  you  and  yours  and  give  you 
increasing  success  in  all  the  v/onderful  work  you  have  been  doing  down  through 
the  years  for  him  and  for  the  least  of  these  his  little  ones. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


/ 


(The  Rev.)  Albert  E.  Campion 
Cliaplain,  St.  Barnabas  Hospital 
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rom  the  €tesh  of 

' COPYRIGHT 


10th  Settlement  of  copyright  of  the  book  "El  Mundo 
Donde  Vivo"  -(The  World  I Live  In) 
to  the  30th  of  June  19^7 


Selling  price  SlO.OO 

Royalty;  Dlls.  100.  - up  to  3.000  copies  and  105o 
thereon. 


11  copies  sold  at  1.00  it4pn  11.00 

They  are:  ELEVEN  PESOS  NATIONAL  CURRENCY 


■Je  agree  (or  I)  with  the  present  settlement 

Date  & address  • 

Signature; 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  OVERSEAS  BLIND,  INC. 

22  WEST  17th  STREET  • NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y.  • WA  4 - 0 4 2 0 
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ALSINA  500 

T.  K.  SJ  • 0071 


DIBKCClOrt  CABLEGKAFICA 

LIBRECOL 


EDITORIAL  S 


ERICANA  S.A. 

30  de  Junio  de  1957 


Senor(es) 

Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
^'SSPORT  Conn.  (USA) 

DERECHOS  DE  AUTOR 

lOailQUIDACION  de  derechos  de  aiitor  de  la  obra 
"EL  KWIDO  DOIDE  VIVO"  de  Helen  Keller 

cerrada  el  30  de  Junio  de  19  57 

Precio  de  venta  del  ejemplar  f 10.00 

Derechos:  Dlls.  100.-  hasta  3.000  ejs.  y 10^  en  adelante. 

11  Ejemplares  vendidos  a $ i.oo  m$n  11.00 

30^’:  CM CE.  PESOS  MOMSDA  NACIOH/J.. 


ill 


ae. 


Es  de  mi  (nuestra)  conformidad  la  presente 
1 iquidac 16n 
Lugar  y fecha 
Firma : 


/f57  . ^ 

fecha:  10  OS  ^ 


f.  39J  Sm.  6-47 


ALSINA  5 00 

T.  E-  S3 . 0071 


DIKF.CCION  CAHLKOKAFICA 

LIBKECOL 


EDITORIAL  S 


MERICANA  S.A. 

30  de  Juriio  de  1957 


RES 


Sefior(es) 

Helen  Keller 
A roan  Rid.'^e 

Conn.  (USA) 


DERECHOS  DE  AUTOR 


lOailQUIDACION  de  derechos  de  autor  de  la  obra 
"3L  KU?ir  > iXlIDE  VlVC"  de  Helen  Keller 

cerrada  el  30  de  Jmio  d.e  1957 


Precio  de  venta  del  ejemplar  $io.OO 

Derechos.  dUs,  100.-  haata  3«000  ejs.  y 10%  en  adelante. 

11  Ej  emplanes  vendidos  a $ 1,00  ni$n  11.00 

sai ; q'OS  F^q  j ll  vaGIOKAL. 


Es  de  mi  (nuestra)  conformidad  la  presente 

liquidacldn 

Lugar  y fecha: 

Firma:  ^ N 


F.  395 -im.  -6.57 


A L 1 iS  A 5 0 0 
r.  K.  aa.uoTi 


DIKBCCION  CABLEGBAFICA 

LIBUECOL 


EDITORIAL  SUDAMERICANA  S.  A. 

B (J  a IS  IRES 

June  7,  1957 


I-iss  Helen  Keller 

Arc an  Kidge 

'I'Ed'r  O-iT  - Conn  - USA 


7 


Dear  Hiss  Keller: 


Enclosed  herevfith  we  are  sending  you  our  half  yearly- 
royalty  statement  for  the  period  July  1st  to  Decenfcer  31st  1956  on 
your  bodlc: 


EL  MUIDO  DONDS  VIVO 

In  accordance  with  the  enclosed  Staten'ient  of  account 
we  are  owing  you  the  amount  of  nOn  332 •-  wtiich  is  at  your  disposal, 
nevertheless,  being  this  sum  still  so  small  we  suggest  you  to  let  it 
credited  in  your  account  until  we  can  make  a more  substantial  remitts^n 
ce.  Please  let  us  know  yovur  decision  in  this  matter, 

Leanwhile  we  ask  you  to  Icindly  return  a copy  of  the 
royalty  statement  duly  signed  and  dated. 


Yours  sincerely 


EDITORIAL  dUDAJSAICAIIA.  3. A. 


JU/mg 


I"  m 10  .n  . 0/ j. 


EDITORIAL  SUDAMERICANA  S.  A. 
ALSINA  500 

T.  E.  33  AVEMDA  0071 


Buenos  Aires,  June  7> 

EXTRACTO  DE  CUENT 


de  19 57 


Senor  liil.ss  Helen  Keller 

i\rcan  Ridge  - V.'estport,  Conn.  USA 

-n 

F.  260  - 2m. . 8 - i3 
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EDITORIAL 


DIHELCIOM  CABLEGRAFICA 

MBHECOL 


ERICANA  S.  A. 


ES 


31  dc  Diciembfe  de  1956 


Senor  (es) 

Kelen  Keller 
.ircan  Rid^e 
S3  FORT  Conn.  (USA) 


DERECHOS  DE  AUTOR 


9a,  LIQUIDACION  de  derechos  de  autor  de  la  obra 
"3L  LbllDO  D01;DE  VI/O"  de  Helen  Keller 

cerrada  el  31  de  Diciembre  de  19  56 


Precio  de  venta  del  ejemplar  fio.OO 

Derechos;  Dlls.  100.-  hasta  3.000  ejs.  y IQj  en  adelante. 

1A5  Ejemplares  vendidos  a $1.00  ni3n  145.00 

SOM:  CISHTO  Cll\REMTA  Y GDJCO  PESOS  M/iJ. 


\ 


Es  de  mi  (nuestra)  conformidad  la  presente 
liquidacidn  . « t d ^ 

Lugar  y fecha: 

Firma : 


r.  240  I0.0t0  2 55 


■ 


VAN  WYCK  BROOKS 

BRIDGEWATER,  CONNECTICUT 
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Stockbrldge,  Mass 
July  9,  1957 


Dear  Helen  Keller  and  Nella  Henney: 

You  will  recall  In  the  contract  dated  November  28,  1956 
between  us  covering  "The  Tiliracle  Worker"  I agreed 
"...to  pay  to  such  charity  or  charities  as  shall  be 
designated  by  Helen  Keller  an  amount  equal  to  ten  (10^) 
percent  of  all  gross  income  which  (he)  shall  receive 
by  reason  of  the  utilization  of  The  Script."  I would 
now  like  to  amend  this  arrangement  by  paying  henceforth 
fifteen  (l5^)  pei^ent  in  all  in  the  following  manner: 
five  (5^)  percent  to  the  Americsm  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  five  (55^)  percent  personally  to  Helen  Keller, 
and  five  (5/^)  per-cent  personally  to  Nella  Henney.  This 
l5/f  would  cover  proceeds  from  the  publication  of  the  book 
and  any  uses  of  my  script  for  television  or  radio.  In 
the  event  of  a stage  play  or  movie  we  will  come  to  whatever 
other  arrangements  seem  mutually  agreeable. 

I hope  you  will  find  this  change  acceptable;  it  is  intended 
to  express  my  regard  and  gratitude  for  all  of  your  help. 

A copy  of  this  letter  will  be  sent  to  Mr.  McCormick  of 
Double day  and  to  Mrs.  Sallsbuiy  through  whose  office  you 
will  receive  these  sums. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  ' 75  Madison  avenue,  new  york  22 


-MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


July  18,  1957 


Dear  lira.  Henney: 

Since  Ken  is  on  vacation,  as  you  know,  he  has 
asked  me  to  v/rite  you  about  another  project  we  are  currently 
working  on  here. 

In  January,  we  are  publishing  the  aut,lobiography 
of  Robert  Snithdas,  which  he  has  written  in  conjunction  vrith 
Dana  Lee  Thomas.  I am  sure  you  are  far.iiliar  vrith  his  stoiy, 
and  this  is  a very  moving  retelling  of  his  struggle  in  growing 
up,  going  to  college  and  learning  to  lead  a normal  life.  He 
has,  incidentally,  recently  moved  into  his  own  apartment  alone, 
which  is  an  incredible  accomplishment.  Obviously,  his  great 
inspiration  always  was  Miss  Keller  and  there  is,  in  particular, 
a verj’’  touching  story  of  their  meeting. 

It  would  seem  to  us  very  appropriate  if  Miss 
Keller  would  find  it  possible  to  write  a brief  foreword  to  the 
book — just  a hundred  or  a hundred  and  fifty  words  perhaps. 

I know  Mr.  Smithdas  would  be  extremely  proud  and  we  would  be 
very  grateful.  Could  you  let  me  know  your  views  on  this? 

Of  course,  we  don't  want  to  disturb  Miss  Keller  unecessarily. 

THE  OPEN  DOOR  is  coming  along  very  well  indeed. 
I have  seen  rough  samples  of  the  jacket  and  the  page  design  and 
I think  we  are  going  to  have  a very  attractive  book,  to  say  the 
least. 


I hope  you  are  enjoying  these  lovely  summer  days 
in  Mew  Hanroshire.  Very  best  v/ishes. 


Sincerely, 
Barbara  Ellis 

Mrs.  Nella  Henney  / 

Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


BE;e 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


July  29,  1?57 


Dear  li's.  Ifenney: 


Ken,  Yrho  is  now  back  from  vacation,  and  I have 
discussed  at  sone  lencth  the  Smithdas  introduction  and  liss 
Keller's  very  kind  interest,  and  I am  afraid  we  are  going  to 
have  to  renege.  The  major  problem  is  one  of  scheduling.  ’.Ve 
do  not  at  the  moment  have  an  available  copy  of  the  manuscript, 
and  if  we  wait  for  galleys  and  t.hen  to  have  them  transcribed, 
we  are  afraid  that  the  entire  set-up  for  the  book  will  be 
disrupted. 


Needless  to  say,  we  are  veiy  sorry  about  this 
and  not  a little  embarassed  to  have  bothered  you  and  Miss 
Keller  needlessly.  Please  express  our  appreciation  to  her 
and  tell  her  how  much  we  wish  this  could  have  been  worked 
out  satisfactorily. 

The  dedication  for  THE  OPEN  DDOR  did  arrive 
safely.  ’Ye  shall  certainly  show  you  the  galleys  and  a proof 
of  the  jacket  when  they  are  ready.  And  I'm  delighted  that 
you  like  Miss  Cornell's  Foreword;  it  really  is  so  fine. 

Very  best  wishes. 


Sincerely, 

■ — /a  tc^ 
Barbara  Ellis 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 


BE:e 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC, 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


July  31,  1957 


Dear  iirs.  Henney; 

Here  is  a disreputable  copy  of 
the  Smithdas  manuscript.  This  is  uncorrected, 
as  you  will  see,  and  there  are  a few  pages  miss- 
ing. But  I hope  it  will  be  readable  enough  to 
give  you  an  idea  of  the  book,  so  that  we  shall 
know  where  to  go  from  here.  I am  sorry  to  send 
you  such  a mess,  but,  as  I explained,  it  is  the 
only  thing  available.  Theuil.  you  for  struggling 
with  it. 


/ 


Barbara  Ellis 


y.TS.  Keith  Hennoy 
Foss  iTountain 
SnoiTville,  New  Hampshire 


End 

BE:e 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


July  30,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

I an  extremely  sorry  that 
we  have  upset  things  so  with  regard  to  the 
Snithdas  business.  I have  just  talked  about 
it  further  vrith  Ken  and  he  suggests  that  ttc 
grab  our  one  copy  of  the  manuscript  back  to 
have  it  reproduced  for  you  to  read.  Vie  are 
novi  in  the  process  of  doing  Uiis  and  as  soon 
as  we  can  we  shall  nail  it  to  you.  I shall 
apologize  in  advance  for  the  condition  of 
the  material,  but  it  is  the  only  possible 
solution.  ^Then  you  have  had  a chance  to 
read  it,  let  us  know  what  the  next  step 
should  be. 


I’any  apologies  and  thank  you. 


As  ever. 


Mrs.  Keith  Ifenney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  I'ew  Manpshire 


BE:e 


L 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  > k 575  Madison  avenue,  new  York  22  - Murray  hill  8-5300 


August  6,  1957 


Dear  Vjts.  Penney: 

This  is  going  to  make  us  sound  more  incompetent 
than  we  ?iave  already  appeared  in  the  Smithdas  matter,  but  it 
was  just  decided  in  a meeting  this  morning  that  if  there  were 
a possibility  that  Miss  Keller  vrould  do  an  introduction  to  the 
book  we  should  postpone  it  and  publish  it  much  later  in  the 
spring.  If  that  seems  feasible  to  you  and  to  Miss  Keller,  we 
shall  of  course  have  a copy  Brailled  for  her.  Tie  can  use  the 
one  corrected  copy  here  for  that  purpose  by  postponing  the 
pub  date.  That  dreadful  copy  you  now  have  may  be  thrown  away. 

I an  sorry  to  trouble  you  further  with  this, 
but  it  seems  to  us  too  unhappy  a situation  for  the  book  to 
lose  Miss  Keller's  support  if  it  is  at  all  possible  to  main- 
tain it.  Of  course,  if  you  feel  that  the  situation  is  too 
tangled  now  to  be  pursued  further  we  shall  abide  by  your  de- 
cision. We  hope  that  it  isn't. 

Thank  j'-ou  again  for  all  of  your  help. 


Mrs.  Keith  Penney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville , New  Hampshire 


/■ 


Sincerely, 

.n 


Barbara  Ellis 


BE:e 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HIU.  8-5300 


July  23,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Katharine  Cornell  has  very 


kindly  consented  to  write  a foreword  for 
THE  OPEN  DOOR.  It  arrived  this  Riorning  and 
I enclose  a copy  of  it  for  you  to  see  and 
pass  on  to  Miss  Keller  if  you  like. 


7/e  are  extremely  pleased  with 


Miss  Cornell's  words;  they  seen  very  appropri- 
ate to  the  book.  I hope  you  and  Miss  Keller 
feel  the  same  way  about  them. 


Ktrs.  Mella  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  Hew  Hampshire 


End. 

BE:e 


Very  best  wishes 


Sincerely, 


Barbara  Ellis 


Dear  i^ella 


I’m  going  to  NY  this  week  to  talk  to  a stage  pro- 
ducer who  is  allegedly  "ecstatic"  over  The  Miracle  Worker  and  its 
possibilities  as  a stage  playo  He's  a reputable  man,  and  we  start 
out  by  being  in  agreement  on  Julie  Harris  for  Annie,  whioh  is  a con- 
siderable in^rovement  over  Susan  Haywardo  If  this  comes  to  anything 
(though  even  if  this  one  doesn't  I think  other  interest  will  be  stim- 
ulated by  publication  of  the  text  next  month)  I'll  be  talking  over 
script  with  you*  I haven't  sat  dcpwn  to  it,  but  I think  the  script  as 
is  will  lock  pretty  skimpy  on  a stage,  and  the  direction  in  which  I 
feel  it  must  take  on  more  substance  is  internrl:  all  the  characters 
I think  must  have  more  innards,  and  particularly  - even  crucially  - 
Annie*  Vaguely  I have  in  mind  e:q)anding  on  a note  which  is  already 
in  the  script,  and  which  is  really  yours,  in  your  book,  that  her 
Initial  victory  with  Helen  was  The  Making  Of  Annie.  This  would 
mean  "inventing"  further,  though  I put  it  in  quotes  partly  because 
I believe  what  I'd  invent  would  not  be  too  far  off  the  psychological 
truth,  and  partly  because  nothing  I'd  invent  would  controvert  any 
known  fact,  but  rather  be  an  emotional  elaboration  around  the  known 
facts*  In  any  case,  anj'thing  I do  along  these  lines  would  have  to 
be  acceptable  to  you  and  Helen*  We  won't  be  rushed  for  time  on  this, 
either,  because,  what  with  ray  other  play  and  a movie  job  I'm  to  report 
for  this  winter,  I don't  see  that  this  can  happen  for  a year  or  more* 

On  the  new  percentages  in  that  letter,  I don't  think 
you'll  have  to  sign  anything,  jxist  let  events  cake  their  course*  But 
if  the  above  or  another  stage  deal  materializes,  we'll  have  to  include 
a provision  that  looks  out  for  your  and  Helen's  interest,  and  I'll 
discuss  this  with  Leah  Salisbury*  If  because  of  conflict  of  interests 
she  is  reluctant  represent  you  as  well  as  me.  I'll  ask  her  to  rec- 
ommend someone  who  will. 

Well,  back  to  my  reirriting*  We  arc  all  fine  here, 
and  I hope  New  Hanpshire  has  fixed  you  all  up* 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  > f;^575  Madison  avenue,  new  york  22  - Murray  hill  8-5300 


July  25,  1957 


Dear  Nella; 

I hate  to  plague  you  once  more  on  the  subject  of  movies,  but  to 
keep  you  fully  informed  we  must  let  you  know  that  we  have  had  the 
follo3ving  letter  from  Ludmer  about  TEACHER. 

"I  presume  this  too  is  a Doubleday  goodie.  Joe  Pevney  is  very 
much  determined  to  do  something  about  Helen  Keller,  despite  his 
disappointment  o\^er  Pella  Eraddy  Henney's  reversal.  Would  you 
be  good  enough  to  let  me  know  whether  "TEACHER"  is  available 
and  what  are  the  possibilities  of  our  making  a deal  smilar  to 
our  previous  discussions?" 

I have  talked  with  Joyce  Bemi.  She  is  of  the  opinion  that  this 
is  not  an  attempt  to  get  around  the  Gibson  deal.  She  is  convinced  it 
is  a separate  item. 

I am  assuming  that  your  answer  to  TEACHEli  will  be  the  same  as  on 
ANNE  SULLIVAN  I.IACY,  but  since  you  must  answer  for  Helen  I must  bother 
you  with  this  question.  Shall  we  tell  Michael  Ludmer  nothing  doing? 

I hope  very  little  of  this  heat  is  moving  up  there  to  you. 


{ft!cC ; jc 


hirs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Conway,  New  Hampshire 
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3601  John  Marshall  Drive 
Arlington  7,  Va. 

July  29,  1957 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge,  Route  1 
Westport,  Conn. 

Dear  ?.lss  Keller 

The  Editors  of  The  Ladies  Home  Journal  will  consider  for 
publication  in  a Christmas  issue  a symposium  by  some  outstanding 
Americans  on  the  subject,  "HEAETFUL  GIVING." 

A statement  from,  you  would  be  a significant  contribution. 

I should  greatly  appreciate  it. 

The  attached  sheet  indicates  type  of  information  desired. 

A stamped  addressed  envelope  is  inclosed  for  your  convenience. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  cooperation. 


Yours  truly. 


~?ha^rrujL> 

}&mie  B.  Vaughan 
(Mrs.  T.  L.  Vaughan) 
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From; 


. MRS.  T.  Ij.  VAUGHAN 
8601  John  Marshall  Dr. 


To;  l£Lss  Helen  Keller 


Arcan  ftldge,  ftoute  1 
Vlestport,  Conn. 


Arlington  7,  Virginia 


'.Vould  you  please  describe  (without  donors'  names  of  course)  one  or  more 
Christmas  gifts  which  you  have  received  which  included  more  of  the  "giver" 
(I.e.  talent,  time,  energy,  or  thoughtfulness)  than  of  the  giver's  purse. 


Would  you  please  comment  on  satisfactions  derived  from  this  type  of  giving  - 
and  receiving. 


Additional  suggestions  as  to  how  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas  may  be  promoted 
will  be  most  v/elcome  her-e. 


If  you  have  a full-face  photograph  suitable  for  magazine  reproduction,  about 
1 inch  by  Ij  inches  high,  I should  greatly  appreciate  the  use  of  it. 


Thank  you  again.  Merry  Christmas 
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THE  AMERICAN  COUNCIL  for  the 
HELEN  KELLER  FOUNDATION  IN  ISRAEL 
(In  Formation) 
i1|.5-38  South  Road 
Jamaica  35,  N.  Y, 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Conn, 

Dear  Miss  Keller; 

We  are  overwhelmed  with  thanks  for  your  letter 
dated  July  9,  1957. 

Of  course  we  do  not  intend  to  trouble  you  with 
writing  letters  for  the  Council. 

We  have  notified  the  Association  of  the  Deaf  in 
Israel  of  your  very  kind  letter,  and  we  are  certain 
they  will  be  as  grateful  and  thankful  as  we  are. 

May  G-od  bless  you. 


July  31,  1957 


Sincerely  vours . 


Rabbi  I.  J.  Alonl  Hershkovitz 


UAH:  11b 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  K-5300 


August  1,  1957 


Dear  Nella: 

I'm  sending  you  the  J.W.  and  Anne  Tibbie 
HELEN  KELLER  book  published  in  England  by 
A & C Black  (unrelated  to  Douglas  M.  Black, 
President  of  Doubleday  & Company!). 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Conway,  New  Hampshire 
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575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


August  13,  1957 


Dear  Helen: 


I hope  you'll  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  Finfaish  edition 

r 

of  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  is  about  to  be  puli  ished  in  a soft- 
cover  edition.  They  offer  five  per  cent  roya^fy  and  one  hun- 
dred dollars  advance.  These  tes.nrB~-e.re  lovSr~b«.^ a u s e they  pub- 
lished this  book  in  1905  befj>^^  FinlanBjwas  a si'']j^atary  to  the 
Berne  Convention,  and  as  th'^^erne/^ronvention  was  not  retro- 
active, legally  t h v e p a y any  royalty  at  all.  Miss 

Turner  in  our  Sppsidiary  Ri  |ts  I>^artnient  has  been  trying  to 

to  pay  a normal  royalty  but  has 
inally  settled  on  these  terms.  At 
8 some  control,  none  of  which  we'd  have  if 
gnore  us . 

Yours , 


convince  them  t 
not 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
RFD 

Westport,  Connecticut 
cc:  Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
M c C : c Jp 


Ke  n M cCorm  ick 
Editor  in  Chief 


6. Rue  L econte- de- Lisle 
Paris.  16' 


August  17,  1857 


Aut.  55-26 

Po] 1 y darl ing j 

Every  morning,  wit  hungry  eyes,  I have  looked 
through  what  ever  mail  I had,  hoping  to  find  a letter  or  even  a 
Post  card  from  Hein  or  from  You.  I am  sure  you  must  be  tired  from 
your  long  journey  and  T do  hope  it  is  only  that  but  do  drop  me  just 
a post  card  and  let  me  know  how  you  both,  are. 

My  poor  old  Julia,  having  decided  to  have  all  her  teeth  pulled,  I have 
had  to  visit  about/,  sS  ISe”'wou]d  not  have  to  work  for  she  seems  to  ^ 
be^ exhausted . I am  at  present  on  the  edge  of  ont  of  those  Cliffs  that 
.«M^ound  Dieppe  and  the  sea  and  aky  are  all  about  one.  It  is  so  beautiful 
but  most  of  the  time  the  wind  howls  and  the  waves  pond  b\it  the  air  is 


Whitman  statue  . It  is  at  present  being  cast  in  bronze  and  I imagin  it 
will  be  erected  in  Philadelphia  soraetine  in  the  early  Fall.  I am 
so  bothered  about  a lot  of  things  and  wish  I could  talk  to  you  but  I'll 
just  say,  let's  pretend  this  is  a telephone  call  to  say>  I love  you  both, 
I hope  you  ore  well  and  do  write  me  a line. 


La  Maison  Blanche 
PourviHe  s/Mer 


Par  Off ranvi 1 le 
Seine  Maritimo 
France 
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Conneotlcutt 


297  Acton  Street 
Daly  City,  Calif. 
August  17,  1957 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge,  Route  1 
Westport,  Connecticutt 

My  dear  Miss  Keller; 

Would  you  please  be  kind  enough  to  see  that  the 
enclosed  note  is  given  to  Nella  Braddy,  as  I do 
not  know  where  to  send  it. 

I am  reading  her  book  on  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  and 
want  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  opportunity 
of  becoming  better  acquainted  with  such  a fine 
person  as  she  was,  and  as  I am  sure  she  still  is 
wherever  she  now  is.  Through  this  book  and  your 
book  about  your  "Teacher"  I have  indeed  gained  a better 
understanding  of  Life  and  the  importance  of  making 
it  mean  something.  It  is  so  very  easy  to  drift  along 
with  the  tides  of  human  idleness  and  be  little  better 
than  when  one  started. 

As  I have  told  you  before,  I have  most  all  your  books 
now  and  each  one  has  a value  of  its  ovm;  but  I must 
admit  that  your  book  about  your  "Teacher"  is  my 
favorite  and,  I think,  shall  always  be  even  though  I 
have  not  as  yet  read  them  all. 

Though  I am  not  well  read,  I feel  that  these  books 
have  given  me  a good  foundation  for  I have  learned 
so  much  about  myself  through  them.  We  are  all  here 
to  help  one  another  and  if  our  purpose  in  Life  is 
an  outgiving  love  how  wide  our  horizons  become  and 
how  happy  we  are. 

Thank  you  again  for  all  your  writings  have  taught 
me.  I still  look  forward  to  sharing  thoughts  with  you 
and  this  hope  will  never  die. 


Sincerely  and 
lovingly 


Adele  Hansen 


P.S.  Please  feel  free  to  read  the  encloseJ note  - 

whatever  pleasure  you  may  derive  from  reading 
it,  I know  Miss  Braddy,  as  well  as  myself,  would 
be  grateful  for. 
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2Q7  Acton  Street 
Daly  City,  Calif 
Aufrust  17,  lQi;^7 


Dear  Miss  Braddy; 

In  the  midst  of  readlnp  your  book  about  "Anne  Sullivan 
Macy",  my  joy  and  pratltude  are  so  overflowing  that 
I can  refrain  no  loncter  from  writing  this  thank-you 
note.  I am  quite  aware  that  your  time  is  valuable, 
so  I beg  you  to  excuse  this  intrusion  with  the  knowledge 
that  my  thoughts  set  here,  though  clumsy  and  unequal 
to  what  is  in  my  heart,  are  sincere. 

Having  read  very  little  in  my  young  life,  I had  but 
seen  Helen  Keller's  "The  Story  of  my  Life"  on  the 
library  shelves  long  before  I actually  read  it;  but 
when  the  need  was  there^the  urge  to  take  it  from  its 
place  on  the  shelf  and  thus  began  a glorious  journey 
for  me.  I have  since  obtained,  <^rom  a book-dealer 
who  wrote  back  East  to  get  them,  almost  every  book 
by  Miss  Keller.  They  all  have  a lesson  to  teach  me 
but  the  one  I found  most  interesting  and  revealing 
was  the  one  about  her  "Teacher".  'I  had  to  read  it 
more  than  once  to  get  the  fuller  meaning  of  the  words 
contained  '*dthln  its  covers.  The  last  book  this 
book-dealer  got  for  me  was  one  entitled  "Anne  Sullivan 
Macy"  by  Nella  Brady.  It  seemed  to  bo  the  hardest  to 
obtain,  for  what  reason  I do  not  know  for  on  its  cover 
is  printed  "discarded  from  ...  Library"  (hov/  can  they 
discard  such  a treasure),  but  I did  not  give  uo  hope 
of  getting  it  so  that  I might  become  better  acquainted 
with  this  outstanding  teacher.  Thanks  to  you  I have, 
though  I am  but  half  way  through  the  book. 

It  seems  we  are  all  hero  to  help  each  other  and  by 
learning  from  others  '.ve  mam  gain  courage  and  inspiration, 
as  well  as  knowledge.  Still  searching  for  my  nlace  in 
this  life,  I have  found  so  much  of  value  from  Helen 
teller's  book  and  from  yours.  They  are  mine  and  I 
would  not  give  them  up  for  anything  - the  value  is  far 
beyond  a new  cover  and  beautiful  pictures. 

Sometimes  my  heart's  emotions  orompt  mo  before  my 
clearer  sense  of  reason,  so  I anologlze  for  taking 
these  few  minutes  of  your  time;  even  though  I am 
nobody,  I had  to  thank  yoii  for  your  beautiful  writing 
for  it  has  given  so  much  good  to  me.  Would  that  I 
had  such  a gift  to  share  with  others. 

Sincerely, 

Adele  Hansen 
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A&  C BLACK  LTD 

PUBLISHERS  ESTAB.I807 

TELEGRAMS  • BIBLOS  • TLATH  • LONDON 
TELEPHONE  • GERRARD  5788  {Z  LINES) 


4-5&6  SOHO  SQ_UARE 

LONDON  W1 


P/JDN  2nd  September  1957 

Miss  Nella  Braddy  Henney, 

Foss  Mountain, 

Snowville , 

Hew  Hampshire,  USA 


Dear  iiadam, 

\ve  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  22nd  August  and  we  are  sorry 
that  the  short  biography  of  Miss  Helen  Keller  by  Professor  J.  V/. 
Tibbie  and  iirs  Anne  Tibbie  does  not  meet  with  Miss  Keller's 
approval  nor  your  own. 

All  that  we  say  on  the  jacket  of  the  book  is  that  the  authors 
"have  chosen  to  v;rite  a life  of  particular  interest  to  them,  and 
have  done  so  v/ith  Miss  Keller's  approval".  Our  authority  for 
this  statement  was  a letter  written  to  ; rs  Tibbie  from  Uestport 
on  9th  December  1955  and  signed  by  Miss  Keller,  a copy  of  which 
I enclose.  As  you  will  see,  this  letter  explicitly  gives  Miss 
Keller's  approval  of  the  intention  to  write  the  book. 

Yours  sincerely, 

/ 


COPY  of  a letter  from  Miss  Helen  Keller,  Arcan  Ridge, 
Westport,  Connecticut,  USA,  to  Mrs  Anne  Tibbie, 
University  College , Leicester. 


December  9,  1955 


Dear  Miss  Tibbie, 

This  is  to  acknov/ledge  your  letter  full  of 
appreciation  of  my  books  for  v;hich  I thank  you  warmly. 

I am  quite  willing  for  you  to  write  a story 
about  me  for  young  girls.  Hov/ever  it  will  be 
necessary  for  you  to  get  permission  from  my  publisher 
Doubleday  & Company,  1*+  West  49th  Street,  New  York, 
N.Y.,  for  any  reprint  that  you  may  require  from  any 
of  my  books . 

I am  especially  glad  that  you  like  "Out  of 
the  Dark". 

With  cordial  greetings,  I am. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(signed)  Helen  Keller. 


December  9,  195? 


Miss  Anne  Tibbie 

University  College 

Leicester,  England 

riear  Kiss  Tibbie, 

This  is  to  acknowledge  your  letter  full  of 
appreciation  of  a^y  books  for  which  I Uiank  you  warmly, 
I m quite  willing  for  you  to  write  a story 
about  rue  for  young  girls.  \ 


the  Dark". 

With  cor'iial  greetings,  I am, 

Sincerei^^  yours. 


1 an  especially  glad  that  you  like  "ftut  of 


\ 


University  ColLeae, 

Leicester,  Enjiicind, 

October,  1955. 

Deer  Mi  s Keller, 

The  publishers  Adem  snd  Charles  Black  of  London  have  asked  me  to  vrite  a story  of  your 
life  for  youn,,  girls  of  about  12  to  16.  I wonder  if  you  v.'i  .1  allow  me  to  do  this,  and 
to  quote  some  of  your  o-^  words  here  and  there. 

heading  your  books  ha:  b-en  a great  pleasuj-e,  and  I will  do  my  best  to  pa  s on 
to  young  readers  th  inspiration  you  give  to  us  all.  2-Iost  etpecia  ly  do  you  e -m  peren- 
nial human  gratitude  for  all  you  have  done  and  are  doing  for  the  deaf  end  the  blind, 
hardlt  le^'s  for  wise  and  beautiful  books  such  as  "Out  of  the  Dark." 

Yours  sincerely  and  humbly. 


Anne  Ti ' ble . 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


‘GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Polly  has  asked  me  to  send  you  the  enclosed  copies  of 
letters.  I am  sorry  we  didn't  get  hold  of  them  sooner  to 
save  you  the  trouble  of  writing  to  England. 

I do  hope  the  weather  has  not  turned  too  cold  and  that 
you  are  feeling  somewhat  better. 

Kindest  regards  and  best  wishes, 


1 5 WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorery  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNEH 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


September  6,  1957 


Sincerely  yours, 


EDS/h 

Enc. 


'Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 
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December  9,  1955 


Miss  Anne  Tibbie 
University  College 
Leicester^  England 

Dear  Miss  Tibbie: 

This  is  to  acknowledge  your  letter  full  of  aporsciation 
of  1H7  books  for  which  I thank  you  warmly. 

I am  quite  willing  for  you  to  write  a story  about  me  for 
young  girls. 

I am  especially  glad  that  you  like  "Out  of  the  Dark" . 
With  cordial  greetings,  I am. 


Sincerely  yours. 
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University  College, 
Leicester,  England 
October,  1955 


Dear  Miss  Keller, 

The  publishers  Adam  and  Charles  Black  of  London  have  asked 
me  to  write  a story  of  your  life  for  young  girls  of  about  12  to  16. 
I wonder  if  you  will  allow  me  to  do  this,  and  to  quote  some  of  your 
own  words  here  and  there. 

Reading  your  books  has  been  a great  pleasure,  and  1 will 
do  my  best  to  pass  on  to  young  readers  the  inspiration  you  give  to 
us  all.  Most  especially  do  you  earn  perennial  human  gratitude  for 
all  you  have  done  and  are  doing  for  the  deaf  and  the  blind,  hardly 
less  for  wise  and  beautiful  books  such  as  "Out  of  the  Dark". 

Yours  sincerely  and  humbly. 


Anne  Tibbie 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


September  17,  1957 


Dear  Nella: 

I’m  terribly  sorry  to  hear  that  you're  going  to  have  to  have  eye  surgery,  but  if 
it  will  relieve  you  of  the  pain  and  distraction  that  you're  suffering  every  waking 
minute  then  the  operation  can’t  come  too  soon. 

I doubt  if  there’s  miuch  that  you  can  do  with  the  Tibbie  book  and  A. & C.  Black 
as  far  as  England  is  concerned  except  stamp  your  foot  in  righteous  indignation 
since  any  legal  action  you’d  bring  there  would  cost  you  far  m.ore  than  you  could 
ever  justify  in  expense.  But  I do  think  you  can  write  them  a good,  sharp  letter 
which  wiU  haul  them  up  straight  and  keep  them  from  publishing  the  book  in  this 
country.  As  your  publishers  and  as  Helen’s  publishers  we’ll  be  glad  to  write 
this  letter,  but  I honestly  think  that  it  wouldn’t  be  as  effective  as  if  you  wrote 
the  letter  and  we  backed  it  up.  If  we  write  the  letter  it  simply  sounds  like  a 
jealous  firm  trying  to  louse  up  another  firm’s  business,  but  coming  from  the 
author  himself  with  a threat  of  suit,  which  we  couldn’t  threaten  since  we  haven’t 
been  hurt,  1 think  it  would  be  more  effective.  May  1 suggest  that  you  write  A.  & 

C . Black  a tough  letter  pointing  out  that  you  will  go  directly  to  your  solicitors  the 
minute  there’s  any  announcement  of  this  book  in  America,  and  that  you  urge  him 
not  to  consider  it  for  a minute,  and  that  in  future  editions  of  the  English  book  to 
make  suitable  changes  and  acknowledgements.  Indicate  that  a copy  of  the  letter 
is  going  to  us,  and  then  we’ll  rough  him  up  with  a follow-up  letter  saying  that 
we’ll  make  it  clear  to  any  American  publisher  who  considers  this  book  the  unethi- 
cal manner  in  which  they  handled  the  affair  from  the  start.  Between  the  two  of  us 
I'm  sure  we  can  scare  him  off.  We  should  move  quickly,  though,  because  Helen 
is  always  good  copy,  and  there’s  some  small  publisher  around  town  who  would  be 
intrigued  with  this  idea.  In  case  you  don't  have  it,  the  address  is  A.  &C.  Black,  Ltd., 
at  4,  5,  and  6 Soho  Square,  London  W.l,  England. 


Very  best. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
1 1 1 Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 
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THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  PROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  FNC., 


575  MADISON  AVENL7E,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-J300 


September  27,  1957 


Dear  Nella: 


Please,  please  cloa’t  worry  yourself  about 
die  Tibbie  letter  to  the  London  publisher. 

Sorry  you  are  having  such  a miserable 
time. 


Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


McC:sw 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


October  3,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I'm  extremely  sorry  for  my  long 
silence , but  I have  been  out  of  the 
office  for  about  two  months  with 
illness.  Now  I hear  that  you  have 
been  having  a difficult  time  of  your 
own,  and  I'm  very  sorry. 

I hope  you  are  feeling  better  and  that 
now  you  are  back  in  New  York  we  can 
get  together  soon. 

Very  best  wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Barbara  Ellis 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HIIX  8-5300 


October  7,  19?7 


Dear  L'rs.  Ifenney: 


Ken  ?ias  just  told  ne  the  sad 
news  and  I can  only  add  avm  sorrovr  to 
his.  I know  how  difficult  this  must  be 
for  all  of  you  and  please,  if  there  is 
anything  at  all  that  I can  do  in  anj’’  waj’’, 
call  on  me.  Although  we  have  never  m.ct, 

I hope  you  understand  how  close  I feel 
to  you  all. 


Sing.^relj'-, 


Barbara  Ellis 


?,‘'rs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  K.  Y. 


APPLETON-CENTURY-CROFTS,  INC. 

PUBLISHERS  OF  BOOKS  SINCE  1825 


35  West  Sind  Street,  New  York  1,  N Y 
October  8,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

We  regret  that  we  cannot  take  care  of  the 
enclosed  letter  for  Miss  Helen  Keller  since  all 
rights  in  THE  WORID  I LIVE  IN  were  assigned  to 
Miss  Keller  in  195l»  We,  therefore,  cannot 
negotiate  in  any  way  for  Miss  Keller  in  the 
matter  of  rights  in  her  book. 


enc. 


Mrs,  Nella  Braddy  Hennery 
in  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.Y, 
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The  Whins, 

26,  Park  Terrace, 
Stirling. 
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ENCLOSURE  ; IF  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 


..rk. 


Friday,  Oct, 11 


Dearest  ■‘'‘ella. 


Thought  you  might  like  to  see  the  enclosed  copy 


^of  a letter  that  goes  out  over  Kit’s  signature  to 
Bob  Barnett  today.  We  didn't  dare  make  it  too  rude 
about  his  visit,  nor  did  we  dare  suggest  that  if  a 
leak  came  to  the  press  it  would  probably  be  from 
him  next  Thursday,  but  we've  done  the  best  we  «ould 
to  implant  a little  htoility  and  wisdom  in  him. 


V/hat  an  eplcj  And  what  an  experience.  I long  to  sit 
do\m  with  you  and  go  over  it  point  by  point  and  make 
notes  for  you  so  you  wont  forget  a single  moment  of 
your  talk  with  gelen.  You  know  I am  a good  questionner, 
and  I can  make  you  remember  things  you  might  otherwise 
forget.  I hope  you  get  some  kind  of  a rest  up  there 
on  your  mountain,  and  when  you  feel  like  it  call  us 
collect.  I'll  call  you  or  write  you  after  kit's 
talks  with  the  doetors,  and  know  you  will  keep  us 
informed  of  any  drastic  changes.  Otherwise  try  to  get 
some  rest  and  don't  worry  in  advance  of  anything! 


It  was  wonderful  to  talk  to  you  last  night. 


Our  love  to  you  and  '^eith. 


II.J-oO 


.Bile"’  J'ae'iBea 


■^qqo  £>eaoIone  eci&  eea  oJ  e^ll  J-rfaira  tro^  J-xtauorfT 

od-  9*ii;d-£n3ia  a'Ji:JI  levo  Jjjo  aeoa  J-sriJ  leJj-el  b 1o)s, 
ebin  ooi  &i  eiUtm  e^eb  &'nbbb  eW  .y;j3f>od-  JJ-emBS  doa 
B II  jBdi  J-aeaai/a  e-isb  ew  f5lf>  'ion  .dialv  aid  Inoda 
fflO'il  ed  -^IdBdonq  dijjow  JI  sae-iq  eriJ  oI  eniBO  :rfBeI 
dliJOB  ew  laed  erll  eaob  ev'sw  Jjjd  .Yfida-n/riT  J-xen  miri 
•mid  nl  xaodalw  dna  Y.^-tIImAd  ellJ-II  a J-nBlq/al  ol 

.Idaln  laal  noY  oI  illed-  oI  In'i'iednow  aav;  II 
Ila  ol  anol  I .eonelieqxe  as  ladw  f>nA  lolqe  na  IsriW 
edani  f>nB  Inloq  Y^f  Inloq  II  nevo  03  dna  uoy  dllw  nwob 
to  Ineiaoin  elanla  b lea-iol  Inow  noY  oa  uoy  10I  aelon 
,'xennollaeup  dooa  b ni£  I womi  noY  .nelej^  dllw  xIbI  'ujov 
ealw^edlo  Idalm  uoy  aaniril  ledmefflei  uoy  eJiBia  hbo  I f>nB 
eiedl  qu  laert  b Yo  dnljf  eaioa  lea  ^ox  eqod  I .leaiOx 
au  IXbo  II  92iII  leel  uoy  nedw  Ina  .nlBlnuoin  iuoy  no 
a Il3l  lellB  UOY  ell'iw  'lo  uoy  IX’ I .loelXoo 

Bu  qe©2[  IIIwiuoY  woni  bci&  ,anoIoof>  eril  dllw'aiXjsI 
lea  oI  Y^J  ealwnodlO  .aeanado  ollafinf)  y^^  "io  doanoYnl 
•anldlYnB  Yo  oonevda  nl  y'^'iow  I 'nod  bns  la©*!  ecoa 


,dll9"^  f>nB  UOY  ol  6V0I  nuO 


oMon  enoon  a'rsole.'i  » .«<:! 

-Tc.r-.a;  Jvd  ,enli  iA  ~o  •so;.  o 

- r =rl3  ori^  ^oal  rii  ,n  Ootobar  11,^  1957 

*.t  5Xox;»Pir«d  erid'  Xe-ol  -Ilo'i  _ i ,:X 

L nobert  Barn«tt  a^l  nl  b.'iA  ^Irid  or.r  !"i 

«x*outlTa  Dlraotor  ^ ^v-’-r?  ^tn^uf^ccn 

Aadrlo&n  JotBvilatlon  for  tlio  ^iind  q itoi^  aA 
153!W««t  16  St.  iJt  on  OVAtf  I , . 1 iXXi<UTA 

NOV  Tforlc  City  XX^nu  ,xort->‘  .snJfof 

s:  1.  io‘5  oolw  «i  -i  8«xojooJE> 

,uo  p*ai»  Bob,  "iv  7U«)x  te&J^A  e'lya  *I  ,03 

^xlV/  „ ;o  on.'.'w-*c-q«i  dffA  * -xav-  »■  , -ic^ 

>»d  . Your.lottor,  whlcb'oaao.  after  1 had 
~X  ^red  you,  yesterday,' nakoa  ae  doubly  sorry 
I can’t  bo  wlth'^you  neirt.  Ihursday,  ,for  read- 
Ine  over  the  remarkable  histories  of  Father 
Carroll  and  l-ir.  Chappell,  and  "Helen's  lovely 
tributes  to  .them,  I know  how  aueh  It  would 
have  meant  to  me  to  meet  these  except loxial 
» ’ human  beings.  '< 


Perhaps  there  Is  a saving  grace  In 
my  absence,  thou^,  f6r  as  you  know  I am  a 
nervous  speaker,  and  nerves  might  have  made 
me  blunder  out  some  Ineptitude  about  Polly  s 
illness,  which  you,  with  your  more  accustomed 
public  spealdtng,  will  be  able  to  avoid,  for 
of  course  it  would  be  the  worst  thing  imag* 
Inable  for  the  smooth  n^nlng  of  that  house- 
hold, If  friends,  acquaintances  and  the  press 
began  to  beseige  It  at  this  time.  It  is  wond- 
erful that  there  has  been  no  leak  thts  far, 
and  let  us  hope  It  so  continue^. 


1 have  talked  frequently  with  Nella 
and  the  doctors,  and  last  night  was  most  on^u 
couraged  with  Nella' s report  of  progress.  It 
is  hard  for  us  all,  particularly  Mrs.  Tyson 
and  Katherine,  not  to  mention  ‘‘ahcy  and  me. 


to  submit  to  Hslen's  request  taht  noone  oome 
to  see  her  or  Polly  at  this  time,  but  under- 
stSiiliili)g  the  wisdom.  In  fact  the  sheer  necess- 
ity of  having  Polly  feel  the  household  Is 
runiilng  smoothly  and  in  Its  absolutely  nsmal 
roigfltine,  we  have,  of  course,  stayed  away* 

As  you  probably  know  «e  have  not  gone  near 
Arcanridge,  and  1 have  no  Indention  of  sof 
doing,  nor  has  N^noy,  until  ^‘elsn  and  the 
doctors  think  it  Is  wise  for  either  of  us  to 
go,  I*a  sure  that  after  your  vlsl^i;thore,  you, 
too,  must  be  aware  of  the  iraportonoe  of  leaving 
tbenito  themalves«rZn  this  way, .only,  has 
Polly  a ohanoe  for  quiet  and  unnamed  oonval- 
- osednoe,,for  which  ve  all  pray*  cT’yV:.  * 
iehda'5  ael*i:o^Mid  eldajf’xafci'  aevo  il 

■ s'  Please  tell  the  board  of.. trustees, 

bow  sorry.  iDam  not  to  b#  with  you  all*,  and 
that  hope  to  be  of  more  servlcs.  when  Ije 
retum  for  the  winter.  With  best  wishes  always, 

rtl  eoaos  snlvao  a si  ercexW 
b BM  I worol  uo^  as  Sincerely*  ,eonesds 
elksa  evs.l  StiglM  aevtea  one  «neaLseqs  »u<"non 
iuoda  ebudliqenl  eeoe  yuo  'inbttulx*  em 

be«odai;ooa  snosi  *xwoi[  dc.  V • . 
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eserjq  eriJ  bn*  seorui.*n^nxq)Os  ,atnil*il  ,bXori 
-finow  si  il  .esiiy  alrfy  is  edieaed  oj  rtB9ed 
,*101  sprid  oLseX  ofl  need  «Ari  enodi  larfl  Xulne 
•deunX.lnoo  os  11  oqod  bu  del  bos 

aXXeH  rillw  \jXlnoupenl  bejfXsd  evad  I 
ueene  laosi  saw  Irialn  IsajI  bnjs  ,a*toleob  adl  bae 
II  .saerQOTcq  lo  l^oqe-x  s';::i6«  riilw  bSBa'woo 
nos^T  .8^-1  ^XaaXuollosq  ,IX«  si/  *rol  Mad  si 
,e«  bno  xorto*^  noiineffl  ol  ion  ,snl'iodlo2  b«B 
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AN  AIR  LETTER  SHOULD  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY 
ENCLOSURE  ; IF  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 


I 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  mix  8-5300 


October  18,  1957 


Dear  Mrs . Ffenney: 

Here  is  the  first  copy  of  THE 
OTEN  DOOR,  I hope  you  are  as  pleased  7.1th 
its  ^pearance  as  \ie  are.  The  binding,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  particularly  attractive, 

THIS  ^VEEK  has  bought  two  excerpts 
frcm  the  book,  and  THE  RE/iDER'S  DIGEST  has 
taken  one,  I shall  try  to  let  you  know  the 
dates  on  which  they  vfill  be  used  as  soon  as 
I can. 


I hope  things  are  going  better 
for  all  of  you.  Very  best  ivishes. 


Irs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.  Y. 


Sincerely, 


/ 


Barbara  Ellis 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC, 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


October  23,  1957 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  the  good  news  about 
the  patient  in  Westport.  She  had  such  a 
long  pull.  I'm  glad  she's  improving. 


/ Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 
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ENCLOSURE  ; IF  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGEC 
OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 


AEROCRAMMi; 


— 5^ 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


M.  C MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary  JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD  6S4  Madison  Ave.  New  York 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


Oct.  23rd  1957 


Dear  Nella; 


Your  card,  postmarked  at  Garden  City  Oct.  13th, 
finally  reached  me  on  the  19th,  after  you  had  telephoned  me 
from  Snovnrille. 

You  say  on  your  card,  as  you  had  on  the  phone, 
that  Polly  should  be  left  without  visitors.  You  must  know 
that  I have  thought  so  from  the  start  and  that  I have, 
therefore,  refrained  from  going  to  Arcan  Ridge  myself.  I 
have  also  deterred  Mr.  Migel  from  a natural  desire  to  ex- 
press in  person  his  concern  for  both  Polly  and  Helen. 

Mr«  Adams  telephoned  me  a few  days  ago  and  we 
had  a long  talk  about  the  entire  situation.  He  is  con- 
sulting an  eminent  surgeon  regarding  Hel«i's  foot  and  keep- 
ing an  eye  on  Polly's  condition,  so  you  may  be  certain 
everything  necessary  will  be  done  — and  done  well. 

You  have  probably  been  informed  that  Polly  has 
had  a slight  setback,  — a mild  case  of  pneumonia  — but  I 
understand  she  is  on  the  mend  and  will  probably  be  allowed 
to  sit  up  tomorrow. 


I do  hope  that  the  healing  peace  of  Snowville 
is  helping  your  speedy  recovery  and  that  you  will  be  your- 
self ere  long. 

My  best  wishes  to  you  end  dear  Keith. 

Affectionately,  / / ■ 



P.S.  Conrad  Berens  saw  Polly  both 
Saturday  and  Sunday;  it  would  seem 
that  Polly  will  have  fair  vision  in 
one  eye.  As  yet,  she  has  not 
been  able  to  reed.  Alas'. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 


•Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishc^  ^75  madison  avenue,  new  York  22  -Murray  hill  8-5300 


Dear  Nella; 

We  would  like  to  coimriission  Barbara  Ellis  to  edit  a life  story  of  Helen 
Keller,  using  Helen's  own  words  where  they  will  tell  the  story  and 
other  words  where  they  won't.  We  see  this  as  a fairly  long  project  and 
a big  book,  frankly  between  you  and  me,  to  appear  after  Helen's  death. 
Please  don't  think  this  is  any  ghoulish  preparation  on  our  part,  but  we 
feel  that  enough  has  been  done  on  Helen's  life  recently  so  that  there  would 
have  to  be  a lapse  of  time  before  such  a book  could  be  published. 

Since  it  takes  quite  a while  to  edit  such  a book  and  get  it  ready,  we  would 
assume  that  there  would  be  a possibility  that  Helen  wouldn't  be  with  us. 

If  she  is,  we'll  all  be  very  grateful. 

My  question  to  you  is  whether  you  care  to  propose  such  an  arrangement 
to  Helen  during  this  time  of  strain  or  whether  we  could  quietly  go  ahead 
with  our  preparations,  banking  on  an  arrangement  of  10%  straight  royalty, 
2%  to  Miss  Ellis  as  editor  and  the  balance  to  be  divided  between  Helen 
and  whatever  permissions  we  have  from  the  material  to  be  drawn  from 
other  sources. 

Bill  Berger  is  certain  that  he  can  make  a successful  second  serial  sale 
out  of  this  book,  and  Milton  Runyon  is  interested  in  a modest  use  of  it 
in  the  Family  Book  Club. 

This  is  the  poorest  piece  of  timing  of  the  year.  Let  me  know,  and  we  will 
hold  a discussion  of  the  subject  later. 

1 do  hope  that  your  own  situation  is  better  and  that  your  eye  is  much  more 
comfortable . 


October  28,  1957 


t to  you  and  Keith, 


Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
1 1 1 Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island,  New  York 
McC;sw 
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B.  Prarxklin  Hotel 
222  west  77th  Street 
Hew  York  2k,  K.Y. 
October  30,  1957 


Kiss  Helen  Keller 

c/O  iirs.  Ida  Hirst-Gifford 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

15  'Jest  16th  Street 

Nev:  York  il,  N.Y. 


Dear  Kiss  Keller: 


I have  -ijritten  to  you  today  in  the  hope 
that  you  ;;ill  grant  me  permission  to  quote  a selection 
written  by  you:  "On  Thinking"  which  I discovered  in  VJilliam 
Kichol’s  "V/ords  to  Live  By",  published  by  Simon  & Schuster. 

I have  obtained  permission  from  both  Simon  & Schuster,  and 
"This  Week"  magazine,  whSrc  the  selection  originally  appeared, 
to  use  in  a book  which  I am  preparing  on  the  subject  of  the 
consciousness  value  of  vrords,  but  their  permissions  were 
granted  only  on  the  condition  that  I secured  yours,  as  well. 

I cannot  tell  you  how  much  I v/ould 
appreciate  your  consent,  as  tliis  particular  selection 
illustrates  bettex*  tlian  any  other  I've  ever  found  the 
tremendous  povjer  and  effect  of  words  upon  the  hviman  mind. 

With  many  thanlcs  for  the  inspiration  I 
have  personally  found  in  your  vrrlting,  and  in  the  hope  that 
you  will  allow  me  to  use  this  quotation  in  my  ovm  book, 

I am 


Yours  very  truly, 
KLiz'abeth  H.  Hogan 


receive;. 

'CT ') ; K,/ 

t-  M.  S. 


SAN  FERNANDO  VALLEY  OPERA  ASSOCIATION 


12338  VENTURA  BOULEVARD 


STUDIO  CITY,  CALIFORNIA 


STanley  7-6857 

October  31,  1957 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

We  have  read  and  read  again  Wisdom  Magazine' s Novemoer  1956  is- 
sue. The  tribute  to  your  inspiring  and  permanent  contribution 
to  our  civilization  touched  us  all  deeply. 

In  Spring  of  this  year  a group  of  civic-minded  residents  of  San 
Fernando  Valley  met  and  decided  to  form  a local  opera  cora|>any. 

This  group  advanced  funds  to  start  operations  which  included  ob- 
taining a non-profit  corporation  from  Sacramento,  did  and  have 
been  continuing  to  do  a tremendous  amount  of  work  to  promote  the 
organization  each  in  his  own  field.  For  example  funds  are  super- 
vised by  a gentleman  from  the  Department  of  Internal  Revenue,  Mr. 
Leslie  Richmond,  Mr.  Fortunio  Bonanova,  well-known  actor,  opera 
singer  and  director  is  helping  in  production.  Mr.  bonanova  is 
remembered  for  his  many  outstanding  roles  in  motion  pictures 
and  his  role  as  leading-man  to  Katherine  Cornell  on  the  New 
York  stage  as  well  as  his  operatic  career  in  Europe  and  South 
America.  He  had  the  great  honour  to  be  selected  to  represent 
both  the  United  States  and  Mexico  when  President  Roosevelt  and 
President  Ceimacho  had  their  historic  radio  meeting  in  1943.  He 
was  the  only  performer  to  appear  on  that  broadcast  and  sang  in 
Spanish  auid  English.  His  current  motion  picture  and  television 
releases  attest  to  a full  professional  career  but  he  manages  to 
spend  many  hours  out  of  each  day  for  the  youngsters  in  the  San 
Fernando  Valley  Opera  Association. 

We  have  a favor  to  ask  of  you  which  would  give  great  courage  and 
infuse  all  the  members  of  our  Association  with  some  of  your 

spirit.  May  we  use  for  our  inspirational  guide  your  words 

Be  of  good  cheer.  Do  not  think  of  today's  failures,  but  of  the 
success  that  may  come  tomorrow.  You  have  set  yourselves  a diffi- 
cult task  but  you  will  succeed  if  you  persevere;  and  you  will  find 
a joy  in  overcoming  obstacles.  Rembmber,  no  effort  that  we  make 
to  attain  something  beautiful  is  ever  lost.... dear  Miss  Keller? 

We  would  deem  it  a great  priviledge  and  would  be  most  appreciative. 
May  God  bless  us  all  and  help  us  to  do  His  Will. 


Yours  truly 


nC:w 
F.NCL:  1 


TclcpHONE  WATKtNe  4*0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 


15  WEST  16TM  STREET 
NEW  YORK  II.  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


November  1,  1957 


Mrs.  licnore  Smith 
1957  Avondale  Drive 
Baton  Bouge.  Louisiana 

Dear  Mrs.  Smith: 

It  was  very  thoughtful  of  you  to  write  to  inquire  whether  you  might  be 
helpful  to  Miss  Keller  during  this  time  of  Miss  Thomson's  convalescence. 
1 notice  that  you  refer  to  the  fact  that  you  have  heard  from  Mrs.  Hcnney. 
and  for  that  reason  I am  sending  her  a copy  of  my  answer  to  you  so  that 
she  might  also  correspond  with  you  if  she  has  any  different  suggestion 
from  mine  to  offer. 

With  regard  to  brailling  materials  for  Miss  Keller,  1 believe  that  the 
arrangements  which  Mrs.  Henney  has  made  supplemented  by  the  brailling 
which  we  get  done  for  her  through  the  American  foundation  lor  the  Blind 
are  more  than  adequate  at  this  time.  You  see.  Miss  Keller  only  has  so 
many  hours  to  read  such  things,  because  she  is  still  quite  busy  with  her 
other  work. 

It  IS  very  nice  of  you  to  offer  and  I do  not  wish  to  sound  unappreciative. 
However.  1 believe  I notice  in  your  letter  that  you  yourself  are  not  really 
sure  of  just  how  much  work  you  could  undertake.  All  in  all,  then,  I think 
my  most  honest  advice--which  is  certainly  what  you  want--is  that  your 
offer  of  help  is  sufficient.  If  the  situation  changes,  you  may  be  sure  that 
Mrs.  Hcnney  or  1 will  call  on  you. 

Best  personal  regards. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


M.  Bobert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 
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cc:  Mrs.  Hcnney 
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DOUBLED  AY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  PuWijIiers  !?5  madison  avenue,  new  york  22 


-MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


November  hj  19^7 


Dear  Nrs.  Henney: 

I'm  glad  you  like  the  looks  of  THE  OPEN 
DOOR  and,  needless  to  add,  I hope  it  has  a haprpy  life, 
too. 


If  the  enclosed  review  is  any  indication, 

I think  it  will.  Dr.  Blanton  sent  us  a copy  of  his 
piece,  which  I have  copied  to  send  along  to  you.  I 
don't  know  on  vhat  date  this  will  appear  in  the  Times, 
or  if  it  will  be  verbatim,  but  it  is  a promising  indica- 
tion. 


Thank  you  for  the  suggestions  for  review 
copies.  They  vrill  be  sent  out  immediately.  And  do  send 
along  any  other  ideas  which  may  occur  to  you. 


I'm  soriy  the  news  isn't  better.  You  are 
very  kind  to  kero  me  informedj  I only  ivish  there  were  some- 
thing I could  do. 


LIrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.  Y, 


Sincerely, 

- 

Barbara  Ellis 


End. 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HIIL  8-5300 


November  29 t 1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  note  and  the  copy 
of  the  letter  to  General  Clark.  You  were 
very  kind  to  take  time  out  to  do  this  when 
you  are  as  busy  as  you  are. 

If  there  is  anything  at  all  I can  do  during 
your  stay  in  town*  please  let  me  know.  I 
would  be  very  happy  to  help  wherever  I could. 


Very  best  wishes  to  you  all. 


Sincerely,  , 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Gatrden  City,  N.  Y. 


BE:  cl 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC,  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 

MURRAY  HU-L  8-3300 


November  11,  1957 


Dear  Nella: 

Two  excerpts  from  THE  OPEN  DOOR  by  Helen 
Keller  have  been  sold  to  This  Week  for  $250 
for  use  under  permissions  clause.  This  Week 
has  an  option  to  purchase  additional  excerpts 
for  $100.  Half  of  these  sums  will  appear  on 
Helen’s  royalty  statements. 

Also,  the  Reader's  Digest  is  using  an  excerpt 
from  THE  OPEN  DOOR  for  $50 . 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 
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The  READER’S  Digest 


PLEA  SAN TVI LLE  • NEW  YORK 


November  12,  1957 


Dear  Mias  Henney; 

This  is  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
November  5th  in  answer  to  our  inquiry  about  Miss  Helen 
Keller  and  Mark  Twain,  and  to  thank  you  for  same. 

It  was  kind  of  you  to  take  the  time  to  straighten  us 
out  on  this,  and  we  vmnt  you  to  know  we  appreciate  it. 


Very  truly  yours. 


IV 

Ro  a a a j.'  uii 


Mias  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  Attorney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 
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WILLIAM  B.  MAY 


GEORGE  I.  NEWELL 
WILLIAM  B.  MAY,  JR. 


Wm.  B.  May  & Co. 
Real  Estate 
14  East  Street 

New  York  22,  N.  Y. 
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DOUBLEDAY  & CX>MPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


November  14,  1957 


Dear  Nella: 

'nianks  for  your  November  2nd  letter  in  answer 
to  my  letter  about  a LIFE  of  Helen.  In  view  of 
the  problems  up  there,  both  with  P and  H,  I 
think  this  should  very  definitely  be  put  aside  and 
not  worried  about  for  the  present. 


Yours 


Editor  in  Chief  .\ 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  VJfc  575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  S-330O 


November  15,  1957 


Dear  Nella: 

Barbara  was  good  enough  to  show  me  your  letter  of 
November  8th.  I was  so  pleased  to  find  that  you 
and  Helen  are  happy  about  THE  OPEN  DOOR . 
Barbara  will  see  that  300  copies  go  as  you  suggest. 

Review  copies  will,  of  course,  be  sent  where  you 
suggest  and  to  our  normal  review  outlets . 

What  disheartening  news  about  P,  and  how  terrible 
that  H too  must  go  to  the  hospital.  Please  convey 
to  both  of  them  our  love.  I think  of  them  more 
than  you  know.  I think  of  you  too,  who  are  so 
important  in  their  lives . 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


McC'.sw 


412  TEXAS  BANK  8LDO. 

»•  *]Tk:x^\s 


November  l5  19^7 


Mrs  Keith  Henney 
Garden  City  , New  York. 

Dear  Mrs  Henney; 


Your  letter- o^  November  8th  was  only  received  by 
us  today,  probably  due  to  bei^'s'pnt  to  four  old  address  and  the  fact 
that  one  day  this  week  was  avpostal  holiday. 

We  are  grateful  to  you  for  the  news  concern- 
ing Polly  and  Sister  Helen  and  the  fact  that  you  are  going  in 
there  with  Sister  Helen  to  the  hospital  gives  me  more  fait®  and 
confidence  than  anything  in  the  world  could  and  I know  it  means 
the  same  to  Sister  Helen  and  Polly.  I am  mindful  that  all  through 
the  years  you  have  gone  to  bat  for  them  when  they  just  had  to  have 
a hit  , and  delivered^  and  we  are  deeply  grateful  to  you. 

Ravia  and  I are  of  course  greatly  releived  at 
Pollys  slow  up  evidently  steady  improvment  and  are  trustiing  that 
Sister  Helens  foot  trouble  will  not  be  any  more  serious  than 
it  seems  at  present.  Of  course  not  being  able  to  use  that  foot 
for  some  time  will  be  much  more  of  a handicap  to  Sister  Helen  than 
to  a sighted  person  and  the  danger  of  a fall  vd.ll  be  much  greather. 


Ravia  and  I dont  know  what  we  should  do  right  now 
but  are  ready  and  anxious  to  do  anything  we  possibly  can  when  we 
see  the  light. 

Along  this  line  we  will  appreciate  it  if  you  will 
confer  with  Sister  Helen  and  Polly  and  advise  us  if  you  think 
there  Isanythlng  we  can  do  right  now  but  sit  tight  and  trust  in 
the  Good  Lord, 

We  know  that  fetone  folks  are  sick  is  no  time  to 
be  visitimg  around  and  even  our  staying  in  a nearby  hotel  might 
cause  some  undue  or  'unneccessary  worry  or  bother.  Never  the  less 
should  it  be  neccessary  or  seem  like  the  best  thing  to  do  y 
under  the  circumstances  we  can  arrange  to  come  east  at  a time 
that  seems  best  to  all  concerned. 

With  very  kind  regards  and  many,  many  thanks 
for  all  you  have  done  for  Sister  Helen,  Polly  amd  Teacher  too. 


Home  phone  EM  8 3580 
Office  phone  RI  7 8191;. 


Sincer^y  Yours, 

P B Keller. 

6247  Lupton  Drive 
Dallas  23  Texas 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


November  20,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

The  300  copies  of  the  book  have  been  ordered 
for  Miss  Keller  and  will  be  sent  directly  to 
Mrs.Seide. 

We  are  also  sending  copies  of  the  book  to 
The  Lantern  and  the  Radcliffe  Alumni  Magazine. 

Publication  date  is  December  5^» 

Thank  you  very  much  indeed  for  the  note 
about  General  Clark.  I would  be  very  happy 
to  talk  to  him  at  any  time  he's  available 
and  see  exactly  what  is  entailed.  Perhaps 
it  is  something  that  I could  do. 

I wish  the  news  were  better.  We  are  all 
thinlcing  of  you.  Very  best  wishes. 


Sincerely, 


) 


Barbara  Ellis 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Avenue 
Garden  City,  N.  Y. 
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November  19,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

Enclosed  please  find  the  script  Mr.  Coe  told  you 
he  'lATould  send  on  to  you.  He  hopes  you  will  enjoy  it  and 
would  aporeciate  your  returning  it  as  soon  as  you  have  com- 
pleted reading  it. 


att. 


Sincerely, 


-4L<A^ 





roan  Wilkens 
Secretary  to  -fred  Coe 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


s 


From  YOU  ARE  EKTRAORDINARY  by  Roger  J.  Williams, 
biochemist;  pub.  1967  by  Random  House 

According  to  information  obtained  indirectly 
Keller's 

from  Helenia/first  cousin,  a physician  in  Paris, 
Kentucky,  it  seems  highly  probable  that  her 
"mysterious  Illness"  (called  "acute  congestion  of 
the  stomach  and  brain"  by  the  physician  who  attended 
her  in  Alabama)  was  due  to  her  Idiosyncrasy  for 
quinine,  which  had  been  given  her  for  malaria. 

Idiosyncrasies  with  respect  to  quinine  are  common, 
and  the  symptoms  associated  with  Helen  Keller's  illness 
gastrointestinal  distress  and  the  ultimate  loss  of  both 
sight  and  hearing — are  in  accord  with  what  is  known  of 
quinine  poisoning,  in  which  "hearing  and  vision  are 
particularly  disturbed." 

While  no  one  will  ever  know  the  complete  facts, 
it  appears  that  the  calamity  which  befell  Helen 
Keller  when  she  was  almost  nineteen  months  old  was  due 
to  an  unusual  susceptibility  to  quinine  poisoning 
coupled,  quite  probably,  with  having  received  heavy 
doses . " 


Page  142 


/ 


445  Graniatan  Ave 
Mt.  Vernon,  N.Y. 
November  24,1957 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

ft  A ft 


"Arcan  Ridge" 
West port, Conn. 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 

I hesitate  to  write  because  I knov^  how  may  letter  you 
are  continuously  called  upon  to  answer.  I did  want  to  tell 
you,  however,  that  I am  in  the  process  of  trying  to  write  a 
biography  of  you  for  young  people. 

I am  a children’ s librarian  and  have  v/orked  in  public 
libraries  for  more  than  ten  years.  During  that  time  I have 
frequently  noticed  that  the  children  ask  for  books  about  you 
and  that  there  are  few  we  can  give  them.  The  books  that  have 
been  written  either  by  or  about  you  are  really  for  adults. 

Ky  attempt  is  to  give  quite  a factual,  short  account,  to 
acquaint  our  young  people  with  the  life  of  one  of  the  great 
women  of  our  era.  I am  not  attempting  to  do  a very  personal 
study,  for  I think  that  should  be  done  by  someone  who  has  known 
you.  Niether  am  I trying  to  fictionalize  a life  that  has  been 
made  up  largely  of  hard  work.  That  is  one  thing  that  has  impressed 
me  in  reading  about  you.  It  seems  to  me  that  any  glamour  has 
come  largely  from  the  fact  that  you  have  travelled  a great  deal 
and  that  you  have  known  a phenomenal  number  of  great  and  famous 
people. 

. • 

I am  not  writing, this  book  for  little  children.  It  is  for 
children  abou’t  eleven  years  old  and  up.  Any  incidents  ;«hich  you 
may  remember  that  vouwhave  not  mentioned  in  your  books  which  you 
think  children  woixLd  tJe  especially  interested  in,  I should  certainly 
appreciate  knowing  about. 

At  all  events,  I hope  that  mv  project  has  your  approval,  for 
it  is  certainly  the  work  of  a real  admirer.  Whether  or  not  I do 
a good  enough  job  to  find  a publisher  remains  to  be  seen. 


Very  sincerely 
Elinor  Burnham 


M.  €.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees  WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President  ‘GEORGE  F MEYER  Vice  President 

EUSTACE  5ELIGMAN,  Secretary  JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  V.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 


HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 

Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LLD. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


February  7,  1958 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Kenney 
in  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Kenney; 

Vie  seem  to  have  slipped  up  on  the  enclosed  letter  from 
Miss  Elinor  Burnham.  This  letter  should  have  been  sent  to  you 
but  instead  was  brailled  for  Miss  Keller.  Kowever,  she  has  not 
answered  it  and  so  I am  turning  it  over  to  you  for  reply. 

Sincerely  yours, 


•Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


JAMES  S.  ADAMS 

N*w  York.  N.  Y. 

•Col.  E.  A.  BAKER.  M.C..  O.B.E. 

M*n«g(rvg  Olrtcfor.  C<ntdi*n 

Inttitut*  for  «h«  Blind, 
Toronto,  Ontcrio.  C«n*d« 

MASON  H.  BIGELOW 

Protidont,  Naiion«l  Sociaty  (or 
»h«  Pravamlon  of  Blindrtati, 

Naw  York.  N.  Y. 

•JOSEPH  F.  CLUNK 

Pratidant.  Amartcan  Aatociitkon 
of  Worktra  for  iha  Blirtd, 
Philadalphta,  Pa 

KATHARINE  CORNEU 

Naw  York.  N V 


•OR.  FRANCIS  J.  CUMMINGS 

Exacutiva  Sacratary,  Tha  Dalaware 
Commlation  for  iha  Blind, 
Wilmington,  Del. 


DR.  GABRIEL  FARRELL 

Director  Emaritut,  Parkins  School 
(or  the  Blind,  Watertown,  Matt. 


•WINTHROP  K.  HOWE,  JR. 

Mambar,  Naw  York  State  Commitiion 
(or  the  Blind,  Rochaitar.  N.  Y. 


HOWARD  M.  LIECHTY 

Managing  Editor.  Matilda  Ziegler 
Publlthing  Company  for  the 
Blind,  Inc.,  Mcniay.  N.  Y. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
GEORGE  MacDONALD 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

DEANE  W.  MALOTT 

Preiidanl,  Cornell  University, 

Ithaca.  N.  Y 

GARFIELD  D.  MERNER 

San  FranclKO,  California 

•GEORGE  F.  MEYER 

Executive  Director,  Naw  Jertay 
Commission  (or  the  Blind. 

Newark.  N J. 

M.  C.  MIGEL 

Ex'Chairman,  New  York  State 
Commission  for  tha  Blind. 

Naw  York.  N Y. 


RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

J.  P.  MORGAN,  II 

New  York.  N.  Y. 

JANSEN  NOYES,  JR. 

Now  York.  N.  Y. 

EBER  L.  PALMER 

Superiniandanl,  New  York  State  School 
for  tha  Blind.  Batavia.  N.  Y. 

ROBERT  M.  PROUTY 

Massachutalts  Association  for 
Promoting  tha  Interests  of  the 
Adult  Blind,  Boston,  Mast. 

•PETER  J.  SALMON 

Executive  Director.  Industrial  Home 
for  tha  Blind.  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 


EUSTACE  SELIGAAAN 

New  York.  N.  Y. 

BYRON  M.  SMITH 

Executive  Secretary.  MinrteapoHs 
Society  (or  tha  Blind,  Inc.. 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

ROBERT  H.  THOMPSON 

President,  American  Association  of 
Instructors  of  the  Blind. 

Si.  Louis,  Mo. 

H.  A.  WOOD 

Executive  Secretary,  North  Carolina 
Slate  Commission  for  tha  Blind, 
Raleigh.  North  Carolirva 

WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR. 

Preiidanl.  E.  Matilda  Ziegler 
Foundation  for  tha  Bllrtd. 

Naw  York  N Y 


'Blind 


AN  AIR  LETTER  SHOULD  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY 
ENCLOSURE  ; IF  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 
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Excerpts  from  letters  from  Miss  Polly  Ihomson: 


July  17,  194A 


"Well,  I have  wanted  to  speals  to  Conrad  Berens  about  Helen 
and  that  nasty  infection  behind  the  ears  navel  vagina  and 
rectum.  I knew  he  would  give  ine  the  best  possible  advice.  He 
gave  me  a card  to  see  Dr,  Andrews,  E.  6lst  St.  ’vent  there 
Friday  A,I'.“-he  Is  a skin  man.  Helen  then  and  there  had 
X Ray  treatrcent.  Dr.  said  perhaps  he  would  have  He  an  go  to 
hospital  for  a few  days.  I said  'as  soon  as  you  wish.'  Before 
we  got  home  Friday  Dr.  Andrews  had  called  the  house.  I phoned 
him  Saturday  morning,  he  said  upon  thinking  It  over  he  thought 
Helen  should  be  In  hospital  now.  If  put  off  It  might  prove 
serious,  in  fact  fatal.  So  in  we  go  to  the  Presbyterian 
Hospital  l63th  St.  tomorrow.  I will  stay  with  her... I pray  all 
will  be  well  , anyway  the  best  of  medical  care  will  be  given... 
Conrad  had  the  same  wet  eczema  for  seven  years  on  his  ankle  and 
Dr.  Andrews  cleared  him  up." 


Labor  Day,  1944 

"These  are  crowded  days,  Nella,  This  business  of  going  In  town 
twice  a week  with  Helen  1s  ruining  our  work,  but  Helen  Is 
Improving,  so  that's  the  main  thing.  I asked  Dr.  Andrews 
yesterday  If  he  could  make  the  treatments  once  a week,  he  said 
‘'No,'  so  that's  that.  Helen  really  looks  very  well." 

(Helen  was  under  terrific  pressure  this  year--Fresldentlal  election 
year~-and  she  and  Polly  very  emotlona.1  about  FDR  and  Wallace, 
flying  around  to  meetings  with  Jo  Davidson.  In  autumn  sat  out 
on  tour  of  Veterans'  hospitals.) 


July  3,  1945 

"I  make  Helen  lie  in  the  sun  each  day,  no  matier  how  piled 
high  the  desk  Is.  She  looks  and  feels  well.  The  weeping  eczema 
continues  but  In  a mild  form,  ninety-five  per  cent  better  than 
It  was." 

(1945  was  also  a strenuous  year  with  visits  to  the  hospitals. 
The  eczema  has  broken  out  at  Intervals  ever  since.) 


-t  a-  ( , ' s ' V 


WASHINGTON  6.  O.  C. 


Dear  Nella  - 

Routine  chaos  here,  set  not  up,  lights 
not  working,  me  rewriting  half  the  night, 
but  nothing  really  to  report. 

Today  Is  your  day,  and  I hope  by  the 
time  you  get  this  It  has  gone  well  and 
you  have  good  news.  My  mother J,  a canny 
Catholic,  has  been  praying  to  Saint 
Anthony  for  the  success  of  the  play; 
if  I were  of  like  persuas^llon,  I'd  do 
the  same  for  Helen.  Maybe  I will  any- 
way, who'll  It  hurt? 

Don't  list  me  among  those  you  have  to 
let  know;  I'll  call  Keith  In  a day  or 
two. 


Fondly, 


WASHINGTON  6.  D.  C- 
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Friend,, 

^^ay  the  Heave 
ctferflow  into  your 


IAA/-^  |4-dL/C'-UCq  -Z  di  ^-^^U,SLy.  I 

/ 

jBhrietmae  Card 


n in  your  heart 
life  this  blessed  Christmas  I 
Affectionately, 

Helen  Keller 
Polly  Thomson 


I' 


I I W i:si'  KI.KVKXTll  STHKl'.T,  NKAV  YORK  II.  N.  Y. 


December  4th 


Dear  Helen, 

It  makes  me  so  sad  to  krjow  that 
you  are  ill  and  in  the  hospital,  suffering 
pain. 

I do  hope  that  by  now  the  worst  of  it  is 
past  and  that  you  may  be  once  more  at  ease  - 
in  body  and  in  spirit. 

You  can  be  sure  that  Polly  is  being  well 
taken  care  of  in  your  absence...  surrounded 
by  those  who  love  you  both  and  would  do  any- 
thing to  keep  trouble  from  you. 

Do,  please,  get  well,  soon,  and  back  to 
the  world  that  needs  you  and  misses  you  so 
much! 


Affectionately, 


OllP*FOKI>"5l5I-I-  & COMI»AIVY,  IX<J. 

412  TEXAS  BANK  8LD0. 

«.  TEXAH 


December  4 1957 


Mr  James  S Adams 

% American  Pomidatlon  for  the  Blind 
New  York  City  N.Y. 

Dear  Mr  Adams ; 


Thanks  so  much  for  your  very  thoughtful  telephone 
call  last  night  giving  us  all  the  details  of  Sister  Helens  operation. 
Its  good  to  know  she  stood  it  so  well  and  that  the  chances  for  her 
being  "better  than  ever"  are  so  bright. 

From  all  accounts  Polly  seems  to  have  a very  hard  and 
long  road  ahead  of  her  for  recovery  and  I am  afraid  maybe  both  she 
and  Sister  Helen  are  going  to  be  a little  over  anxious  to  come  dovm  to 
Dallas  too  soon,  as  you  suggested  last  night. 

Naturally  we  will  be  glad  to  have  them  anytime  but 
certainly  dont  want  them  to  leave  home  until  the  trip  has  full  approval 
of  the  doctors  and  everybody  else.  A relapse  down  with  us  would  be 
tragic  as  we  only  have  a two  bed  room  house  and  would  not  be  equipt 
to  properly  take  Care  of  them  during  severe  sickness  and  we  would 
1500  miles  away  from  the  doctors  in  case  of  trouble.  Of  course  we  may 
have  good  ones  here  but  it  just  isnt  sensible  to"swap  horses  in  the 
middle  of  the  stream  " as  the  old  saying  goes. 

We  are  going  to  have  to  depend  on  you  to  keep  them 
from  leaving  home  ■until  its  all  right  for  them  to  come.  You  know  how 
impulsive  Polly  is.  She  is  liable  to  be  feeling  better  some  day  and 
tell  them  all  to  get  out  of  her  way  and  give  them  a passport  to 
Texas.  I doubt  if  Sister  Helen  realizes  how  s®rious  Pollys  condition 
is  and  she  too  may  have  the  idea  that  Polly  would  recover  faster 
down  here  due  to  temporate  climate  etc. 

Possibly  Mrs  Henney  or  some  of  the  others  could  help 
you  hold  them  down  until  the  time  to  come  is  right.  We  cant  say  too 
much  to  them^for  fear  of  their  thinking  we  dont  want  them  to  come  in 
February,  while  of  course  we  want  them  to  come  anytime  that  is  the 
right  time  but  not  before. 

We  are  very  hopeful  that  the  long  range  progrcipi  for 
them  may  include  their  living  out  their  lives  at  the  Westport  home 
if  possible  for  we  are  sure  they  would  be  more  happy  there  than  any 
where  else.  We  of  course  realize  the  big  problem  of  management  of 
the  home  and  its  operation  which  certainly  is  a sizable  chore  under 
the  circumstances. 

Hope  you  will  call  us  again  on  occasion  and  look  us 
up  when  you  come  tlirough  Dallas. 

With  many  thanks  to  you  and  all  the  others  who 
are  sox  inter  sted  in  Sister  Helen  and  Polly  and  best  holiday 


& C^OMIPAIVY,  Iyc. 

412  TEXAS  BANK  BLDO. 


greetings , 

Sincerely  Yours 
P B Kelle/ 

Residence 

62it-7  Lupton  Drive 

Dallas  25  Texas 

Phone  EMerson  8 3580  Office  Phone  Riverside  7 8l9i| 


;PS,  As  I dont  know  your  address  am  sending  this  % Foundation. 
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Dear  wella  - 

This  In  haste*  I'm  back  and  forth  between  WT  and  Stockhridge, 
and  sort  of  up  to  ears,  but  from  Weds  the  13th  on  you  can 
phone  me,  if  I can  be  of  any  use  (I  don’t  see  what)  in  the 
emergency  Keith  acquainted  me  with,  at  LO  3~8318  and  LO  3- 
8285  between  ten  and  six  - those  are  our  rehearsal-hall 
niimberso  I'll  give  you  a ring  just  to  chew  the  fat  when  I 
cano  I do  hope  all  goes  well,  and  I think  of  you  a lot,  much 
good  it  does© 

All  our  best. 


From  7f..T. SMART,  Tl-B  PARSOILAGE,  IRCNDALK,  OHIO. 


3 Dttfjfeiuber  1S57 


To  airs  Rellti  Braddy  Eeimey 
Att.oi'a3/  frr  lielen  Keller, 
111  Fifth  St, 

Garden  “ifo',  York. 


Dear  Jiadtcre, 

I i/es  very  grateful  for  your  letter  of  Uovcmber  15  regarding  my  article  on 
J'its  Helen  Keller. 

■''’on  very  graciously  ask  me  to  send  the  article  to  you  &■  you  will  see  that  it 
is  brought  to  liiss  Feller’s  notice. 

Il  I k-\oi  you  -rtill  do  this  as  soon  ir.  possille,  3t  , while  ^ am  sori*y  that 

||  there  mi^it  be  no  opyortu;iity  to  see  her  at  present,  ^ should  be  very  glad  if 
II  I could  receive  if  nnly  a short  note  signed  by  her. 


Thanking  you  in  anticipation 


Yours  sincerely. 


Knol.  -Article  35  pages  on  Helen  Keller 


SIvtART 


FR®  W.  J.  SMART,  THE  PARSONAGE,  IRONDALE  , OHIO 


5 November  1957 


To  Dr  Helen  Keller, 

Mes>;r3  Dpibleday  and  Ccm^-any,  Inc,  Garden  City, 
New  York. 


Dear  Doctor  Keller, 


I am  an  Englishman  in  this  country  for  a limj^d  period  engaged  in  preaching, 
lecturing  & literary  work,  A am  writing  to  ask  if  you  would  allow  me  to  write 
a personality  sketch  of  you  - about  5 or  6,000  words  - for  publication  in 
England  in  a book  ^ am  preparing  pn  famous  women, 

I v;ill  enclose  a paper  clipping  about  myself  so  that  you  may  say  who  I am. 

Ily  English  publishers  are  Hodder  -3e  Stoughton  , tondon,  who  you  know.  I read  your 
l?y  Religion  when  Hodder  & Stoughton  first  published  it, 

ky  only  sources  of  information  about  you  are  your  ovm  books,  especially  The  Story 
of  My  Life, which  has  never  ceased  to  amaze  & move  me,  Vrould  you  allow  me  to 
tell  that  story  in  ray  own  words,  with  full  acknawledgement  to  you  & your  books? 

If  you  wish,  I will  submit  my  manuscript  to  you  for  your  approval, 

I need  not  say,whal'you  must  know  already,  that  you  have  mil  lions  of  friends  in 
my  country.  I wish  it  were  possible  for  me  to  meet  you  sometime. 


God  bless  you  abundantly. 


Yours  sincerely. 


Vif.  J.SIilART 
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Thk  Ri;v.  W.  J.  SM^RT  of  England 
Preacher.  Author.  Lecturer 


“MAN  WITH  A BURNING  HEART” 


I 


’IVinplf  Methodist  ('hurch.  Taunton.  ICn^land.  where  the  Rev.  \V.  .1. 
Smart  preaches  every  Sunday  evening  to  the  larjjest  t'onjrrep^ation  in  the 
town  and  one  of  the  largest  in  the  West  of  England. 


'The  interior  of  tlie  Rev.  Smart’s  l.oiuloji  Clmreli  wliieh  was  eompletel\ 
demolislied  l)y  a ( lerman  lioml)  in  1945  just  after  the  Sunday  i*vening 

service  had  finished. 


This  brochure  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Morse,  bul  when 
the  Reverend  Smart  read  it  through,  he  .said : "I  would  rather 
people  think  of  me  as  an  evangelist  than  anything  el.se". 


Who  is  the  Rev,  W.  J.  Smart  ? 

'J'he  Rev.  W.  J.  Smart  of  England  who  is  coming  with  his  wife  to 

America  and  New  Zealand  in  1956  is  already  a widely  travelled 
preacher  and  lecturer.  He  is  coming  under  the  auspices  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  and  will  carry  with  him  the  full 
imprimatur  of  British  Methodism. 

The  Reverend  Smart  has  written  ten  books,  some  of  which 
have  been  translated  into  German,  Swedish,  Norwegian,  Dutch,  and 
parts  into  other  languages.  He  is  a Bristolian,  served  as  a wartime 
soldier  in  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  received  his  theological 
training  in  Hartley  Theological  College,  Manchester,  took  a special 
course  in  the  Psychology  of  Religion  in  the  University  of  Man- 
chester, and  spent  a further  two  years  in  the  University  of  Reading 
studying  History  and  Sociology. 

The  greatest  slice  of  his  ministry  has  been  spent  in  London 
where  for  fifteen  years  he  served  as  a London  Missioner  in  charge 
of  Central  Halls.  For  a time  he  worked  in  the  slums.  He  was 
recognised  as  one  of  London’s  pioneer  social  workers  and  this, 
together  with  his  books,  prompted  a great  social  reform,  in  acknow- 
ledgement of  which  he  was  given  a seat  on  one  of  the  committees 
of  the  London  County  Council.  He  is  in  his  late  fifties,  married, 
has  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 


As  a Preacher 

Mr.  H.  J.  Morse,  Circuit  Steward  of  the  Taunton  Circuit  of 
which  Rev.  Smart  is  the  Superintendent  Minister,  says:  — 

“About  six  years  ago,  the  churches  of  all  denominations  in  this 
town  and  district  united  for  an  evangelistic  campaign  and  Dr.  Colin 
Roberts  of  London.  ex-President  of  British  Methodism  and 
General  Secretary  of  our  Connexional  Home  Mission  Department, 
invited  the  Rev.  Smart  to  be  the  leader  of  that  campaign  with  the 
support  of  about  thirty  ministers  and  deaconesses.  Rev.  Smart 
accepted  and  the  campaign  was  a great  success.  At  the  closing 
meeting  alone,  over  100  people  came  out  to  the  front  to  dedicate 
their  lives  publicly  to  Christ  in  answer  to  the  Rev.  Smart’s  appeal. 


■‘It  was  because  of  the  success  of  that  campaign  that  we  invited 
Rev.  Smart  to  become  our  Superintendent  Minister.  He  preaches 
every  Sunday  in  Taunton  Temple  which  seats  1,150  people.  His 
congregation  is  by  far  the  biggest  in  the  town  and  one  of  the  largest 
regular  congregations  in  the  West  of  England.  His  sermons, 
delivered  in  a clear  voice  that  can  be  heard  with  ease  in  any  part  of 
the  church,  always  grip  the  attention.  He  combines  up-to-date 
teaching  with  a warm-hearted  evangelism.  The  congregation  has 
doubled  in  size  under  his  ministry.  He  is  a splendid  preacher  and 
a tremendous  worker.  Mrs.  Smart  is  a gracious  lady  and  much 
beloved  by  us  all.” 

Dr.  W.  E.  Sangster,  m.a.,  ex-President  of  British  Methodism, 
says : “I  have  known  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Smart  more  than  20  years.  So 
have  tens  of  thousands  of  other  people  in  Britain.  His  preaching 
and  his  books  have  endeared  him  to  many.  His  presence  and  his 
message  will  be  eagerly  welcomed  and  highly  appreciated  in  the 
lands  across  the  seas”. 

Dr.  Leslie  D.  Weatherhead,  m.a..  d.d.,  d.litt.,  President- 
Elect  of  British  Methodism,  says  in  a letter : “I  was  delighted  to 
hear  that  you  have  accepted  an  invitation  to  visit  New  Zealand. 
I visited  it  myself  in  1951  and  only  wish  1 could  come  with  you 
again  and  that  we  might  share  similar  experiences  to  those  we  had 
in  Scandinavia  together.  With  your  gifts  of  tongue  and  pen,  you 
will  have  a great  experience”. 


As  a Lecturer 

The  Reverend  W.  J.  Smart  has  not  only  preached  in  churches 
of  most  denominations  except  Roman  Catholic  but  he  has  lectured 
in  different  denominational  colleges  and  in  Universities.  His 
lectures  have  been  mostly  based  upon  his  books,  his  social  work 
and  evangelism. 

Principal  C.  W.  J.  Bowles  of  Ridley  Hall,  Cambridge 
(Cambridge  University.  England)  where  ordinands  are  prepared  for 
the  Church  of  England  ministry,  says:  “The  Rev.  W.  j.  Smart  has 
lectured  here  from  time  to  time  on  the  subject  of  ’ Vagrancy  ’ about 
which  he  has  done  considerable  research.  Our  students,  all  of 
whom  are  preparing  for  ordination  to  the  Christian  ministry,  have 
been  much  impressed  not  only  b\  the  lecturer's  large  and  e.xact 


knowledge,  but  by  his  practical  wisdom  and  his  great  concern  for 
people.  He  combines  the  careful  study  of  the  scientific  observer 
with  a deep  awareness  of  the  spiritual  needs  of  those  who  are  the 
subjects  of  his  investigations.  His  lectures  are  always  instructive 
and  challenging”. 

Dr.  Fr.ank  E.  Sorenson,  University  of  Nebraska,  US. A., 
where  Rev.  Smart  lectured  in  1954  on  “Outstanding  Religious 
Personalities  of  the  Twentieth  Century”,  says : “I  remember  with 
a great  deal  of  satisfaction  Dr.  W.  J.  Smart’s  visit  to  our  University 
in  1954.  Many  of  our  leaders  said  then,  and  they  have  often  said 
since,  that  his  lectures  were  most  interesting  and  effective”. 

Dr.  Donald  Emery,  Dean  of  the  University  of  Omaha,  says : 
“Reverend  W.  J.  Smart  lectured  to  the  1954  Summer  Sessions 
student  body  of  this  University  and  his  presentation  was  extremely 
able  and  informative”. 

Professor  Niles  Barnard,  of  the  former  University,  says; 
“I  recall  with  great  pleasure  Dr.  W.  J.  Smart’s  visit  last  summer. 
His  lectures  to  graduates  and  undergraduates  alike  were  well 
received.  His  versatility  is  excellent  in  the  field  of  sociology  and 
in  his  major  field,  the  ministry  of  evangelism.  We  hope  he  will 
find  it  possible  to  arrange  an  itinerary  to  include  our  University 
again”. 


As  an  Evangelist 

Dr.  Alf  Lier,  M.A.,  D.D.,  of  Oslo,  Chairman  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Norway,  says;  “I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity and  pleasure  to  listen  to  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Smart  of  England 
for  the  first  time  when  he  visited  the  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Norway.  The  following  year  he  came  for  an 
Evangelistic  Campaign  in  Norway.  He  preached  at  campaign 
meetings  in  our  best  churches  in  Stavanger,  Bergen,  Oslo,  Trond- 
heim, and  other  places,  and  in  every  place  we  had  real  revival. 
Rev.  Smart  gave  his  message  in  a fine  and  clear  language,  in  a burn- 
ing spirit  and  practical  way  with  a flaming  appeal  to  sinners  to 
commit  themselves  to  Christ.  The  campaign  therefore  gave  many 
fine  results  of  conversion.  He  is  a man  with  a burnint’  heart’’. 


Bishop  Raymond  J.  Wade,  m.a.,  d.d.,  of  America,  says: 
“It  is  a matter  of  real  joy  to  learn  that  my  good  friend,  the  Rev. 
W.  J.  Smart  of  England,  is  coming  to  the  United  States  again. 
I have  known  Dr.  Smart  for  a number  of  years.  1 heard  him  the 
first  time  in  Sweden.  Since  then  he  has  preached  in  all  the  countries 
of  Scandinavia  and  led  a wonderful  campaign  throughout  all  the 
biggest  cities  of  Norway.  He  strongly  appealed  to  the  people 
there”. 

Mr.  C.  a.  Moyer,  Chairman  of  Official  Board,  Pearl  Memorial 
Methodist  Church.  Omaha,  U.S.A.,  says:  “The  Reverend  W.  J. 
Smart  of  England  served  our  church  for  six  weeks  in  the  summer 
of  1954.  His  series  of  six  sermons  on  ‘The  Living  Christ’  was  one 
of  the  most  inspiring  and  outstanding  religious  experiences  our 
church  has  ever  received.  Church  attendances  during  his  stay 
increased  considerably.  During  his  stay  here  he  also  spoke  on 
radio,  television,  lectured  in  Universities,  addressed  great  meetings 
in  the  open  air,  and  at  all  times  he  was  warmly  appreciated.  He 
made  us  feel  the  presence  and  appeal  of  Jesus  Christ.  Our  church 
would  feel  most  fortunate  to  have  Reverend  Smart  return”. 

During  his  stay  in  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  summer 
of  1954,  the  Reverend  Smart  made  a “hit”  in  Kiwanis  Clubs.  After 
a speech  he  had  made  at  a luncheon  in  the  Hotel  Fontenelle  in 
Omaha,  the  Kiwanis  Club  President,  Mr.  Wm.  S.  Hucheson.  said : 
“This  accomplished  Englishman  seems  qualified  to  speak  on  almost 
any  theologic  or  sociologic  subject,  a charming  fellow,  and  very 
delightful  to  know”.  Another  Kiwanis  Club  President,  Mr.  C.  R. 
Anderson,  described  the  visit  to  his  club  as  the  most  outstanding 
speaking  engagement  of  the  season.  “The  Reverend  W.  J.  Smart 
of  England  is  a very  accomplished  speaker  with  a limitless  back- 
ground of  material.  He  speaks  with  ease,  has  a warm  personality, 
and  combines  theological  ideas  with  the  present  day  problems  of 
society”. 


Rev.  \\  . J.  Snuirt  .sorting  toys  sent  to  iiitu  nt  ChristmMS  for  (listrihii- 
ntnonir  cliiklrcn  of  the  poor. 


( ripples  ()f  all  a^^es  helped.  II«*re  Ke\ . Smart  is  seen  servit)^  eripples 
of  the  London  slums.  Dnrinjr  his  lifleetj  year''  in  l.ondon  In-  provided 
many  thousands  of  meals  for  tin*  poor. 


CHRIST 

OFTHETHAMK 

EMBANKMENT 

ByW.J.SMART 

’y 

\ 

!<'  ■> 


J 


I’lu-  rovtT  of  Ihc  honk  whii-h  m;i  Ic  it.s  Author  oiu*  i»f 
Best  Sclirrs.  anil  promotcii  a jrrrat  sorial  roform.  Bi-forc  Uu*  Sui-ond 
World  War.  there  were  three  thousand  homeless  j eople  in  I.omlon  every 
niolit,  and  another  eles'en  thousand  on  the  l'rin;ri‘  <d'  liomelessness.  Kor 
seviTal  years,  the  li<-v.  \\'.  .1 . Smart  sjient  about  otie  ni^ht  a wi-ek.  after 
his  day's  ^\•ork  in  his  ehundi  was  done,  making  eontaid  with  the  liomeless 
and  he  resened  hundreds  of  sueh  num  whom  he  found  sleeping  on  the 
riianu‘s  l''<mhankment . hater,  he  ojiened  a fr«‘e  hostel  for  homelc'ss  men 
where  he  j;avi*  them  food,  clothes  and  beds  and  cared  for  them  until  they 
were  ndiabilitatcd.  It  was  in  reco;rnition  of  this  work,  all  done  in  a 
\'oluntary  <-apacity  and  in  addition  to  his  normal  i-hurch  work,  ttiat  the 
hondon  t'onnty  Coum*il  honoured  him  with  a special  place  on  oni-  of  it" 
( 'omrnit  t<-es. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  . 57s  madison  avenue,  new  york  22 


Novsrnbcr  27,  19?7 


Dear  1,^73.  Kenney: 

_ Il&re  is  a note  to  ’.iss  Keller  from  T:2S 

The  placque — if  that  is  what  it  can  be  called 

and  a rcg-alar  copy  of  THIS  '.722K  are  being  sent  to  -ou 
under  separate  cover.  This  is  all  rather  amasins  but 
pleasant. 


Very  best  vrishes. 


I-'rs.  Keith  B.  Kenney 
111  Fifth  Avenue 
Garden  City,  K.  Y. 


AS 


al’.7avs , 
'••0  ' 


/ 


Barbara  EliS^ 


Enel. 

??E:e 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


EXECUTIVE  EDITOR 


November  22,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Keller; 


I am  inclosing  a processed  copy  of  your 
Words  To  Live  By  piece,  "I  Love  f^y  Coimtiy" 
which  vri-ll  appear  in  our  November  24,  1957  issue. 
I hope  you  may  wish  to  keep  this  and  I am  send- 
ing it  with  the  thanks  of  all  of  us  for  this  fine 
contribution  to  our  Words  To  Live  By  series. 


Sincerely, 


Stewart  Beach 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Doubleday  and  Company, 
575  Madison  Avenue 
Hew  York  22,  New  York 


Inc. 


Class  ok  Service 


This  is  a fast  messaize 
unless  its  deferred  char- 
acter is  indicated  bv  the 
proper  symbol. 


WESTERN  UNION 

TELEGRAM  1957  DE0?'»zi 


W.  P.  MARSHALL.  pREamcNT 


DL  = Day  Letter 


NL  = Night  Letter 


The  Blirig  lime  shown  in  the  d.nrc  line  on  domestic  telegrams  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  origin.  Time  of  receipt  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  d 


estination 


SYA5^1  DA740 


D LLR401  NL  PD=DALLAS  TEX  4= 

=MISS  HELEN  KELLER,  MEMOR I Al^  HOSP I TAL= 

444  EAST  68  ST  NYK= 

^DEAR  AUNT  HELEN  WE  ARE  SO  HA^PY  THE  OPERATION  WAS 
SUCCESSFUL  AND  YOU  ARE  FEELING  WELL.  LOTS  OF  L0VE= 
LIBBY  AND  BR00KS=. 


THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


Class  of  Service 


This  is  a fast  message 
unless  its  deferred  char> 
acter  is  indicated  by  the 
proper  symbol. 


WESTERN  UNIQJ^,, 

TELEGRAM  " " 


SYMBOLS 


NL  = Night  Letter 


W.  P.  MARSHALL.  PnestocNT 


Internationa  I 
Letter  Telegram 


The  filing  time  shown.in  the  date  line  on  domestic  telegrams  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  origin.  Time  of  receipt  Is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  destinatior* 


,SYC048  DA880 


D LLR484  NL  PD=DALLAS  TEX  5= 

MISS  HELEN  KELLER,  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL= 
ROOM  959  east  68  ST  NYK= 


IT  IS  GOOD  HEAR  THAT  YOU  ARE  GETTING  ALONG  SO  WELL  HOPE 
YOU  CONTINUE  TO  STAY  IN  THERE  AND  PITCH*  BEST  WISHES 
AND  ALL  OUR  L0VE= 


RAVIA  AND  PHILLIPS= 


# • 


THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  575  MADISON 


AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


January  7,  1958 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  December  24th 
letter.  It's  wonderful  news  that  you  report 
on  Helen.  I’m  so  lad  the  tumor  was  benign. 
I’m  happy  too  to  know  that  Polly  is  making- 
progress,  even  though  it  is  a long  pull. 

I m sure  that  the  18  days  in  the  hosjaital 
must  have  been  a nerve-raddng  experience 
for  you,  but  you  have  a way  of  drawing 
something  from  every  legitimate  experience 
and  I’m  sure  that  the  glorious  part  of  the 
experience  you  refer  to  was  rewarding. 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


Best  pe 


Ishes 


^^n  M^Oormick 
Editor  in  Chief 
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Marlboro,  N.H 

12/3 


Dearest  ^ella. 


Ion  are  on  that  dreaded  spot,  and  how  I hate 
it  for  youj  in  fact  I feel  guilty  not  to  have  rescued  you 
somehow  from  the  ordeal.  I know  you'll  stand  up  to  the 
reality,  perhaps  better  than  to  your  imaginings  - I also 
know  that  you  identify  yourself  completely'^^our  friends' 
troubles  which  is  devastating.  Polly  and  Helen  can  only  give 
themselves  up  to  their  misfortunes  while  you  feel  you  must  do 
something  about  them.  You  are,  and  I wish  you  could  relax 
with  some  satisfaction  in  that;  they  are  lucky  to  have  you 
and  Nancy  and  Katharine  C,,  and  the  ministrations  of  top 
medicos...  I do  pray  that  they  may  come  through  their  ills 
even  better  than  expected,  and  even  more  heartily  that 
you  are  not  completely  spent. 

OTO  callous  defense  is  to  freeze,  head 
hanging  and  rump  to  the  storm  - my  attitude  when  I think  of 
yoxx  off  there  somewhere,  of  our  discussion^  explorations 
and  peregrinations  in  NYC.  Your  meetings  with  Bill  must 
have  been  refreshing  and  I shall  look  for  reviews  of  his 
Two  for  the  Seesaw;  Dorothy  will  no  doubt  send  me  any  from 
Phila.  and  I hope  she'll  get  tickets  for  it.  Unfortunately 
I shan't  take  any  but  my  own  conclusionsji’fhich  I can't  get. 

Ah,  me  I ■‘’hat  reminds  me:  ' 

I read  By  Love  Possessed  and  thought  it 
magnificent.  No  leprous  O'Neill  sentimentality  to  xin- 
nerve  me  - good  clean  dissection  gives  me  courage  and  I 
fester  xinder  ointment.  And  the  convoluted  style  seemed 
exactly  right  for  dealing  with  human  motives.  But  this 
unface-to-unface  controversy  is  no^  good;  bored  as  you  were 
Y bet  you'd  come  up  with  some  telling  rapier  thrusts 1 
Also  found  De  Beauvoir's  The  Mandarins  immensely  stimul- 
ating and  interesting  - you'd  loathe  the  people  in  this  one 
and  perhaps  be  bored  with  the  political  approach  but  it 
does  make  clear  the  French  intellectual 'spoint  of  view. 


To  come  down  to  the  facts  of  living:  we 


still  enjoy  the  countryside  and  haven't  suffered  from 
the  coldj  house  is  warm  and  it  was  up  in  the  60's  last  week. 
Monadnock  has  been  smacked  on  the  nose  with  a giant  powder 
puff,  the  pond  is  now  fc^zen  (not  safely),  and  we  have  had 
only  a few  snowflakes.  At  the  moment  L.  is  out  in  the  woods 
clearing  his  various  trails  to  Pointsof  various  sorts,  cid 
in  a yellow  percale  vest;  very  peculiar.  He  brought  home^ 
yards  with  the  intention  of  cutting  a hole  in  the  middle 
and  draping  it  around  himself  during  hunting  season;  I 
insisted  on  a more  Parisian  cut.  Thus  far  we  have  heard 
no  gims,  only  gteat  excitement  last  Sat.  night  when  men  and 
hounds  and  flashlights  were  chasing  a coon  up  a tree  in 
the  woods  just  back  of  the  house.  Incredible  how  many  pounds 
of  men  it  takes  to  get  a xxm  small  coon. 

>'/e  had  Thanksgiving  dinner  with  the  iVilliams  which  was 
pleasant  and  have  seen  people  here  and  there.  Most  fancy 
dinner  at  the  Kingsbury's  (Machine  Tooi  V/orks)  in  Keene; 
pur  social  life  will  soon  end  imless  I get  busy  at  it 
which  knowing  me  I doubt  I shall...  AA  left  Sat.  before 
%anksgiving  and  I must  say  her  six  weeks  visit  was  a 
strain.  Keeping  her  entertained  was  a full  time  job  and  L. 
finally  Tan  out  of  spots  where  she  could  dig  holes  and 
pile  up  rocks,  '^lie  poor  soul  is  a victim  of  an  entirely 
dependent  life  - liberally  she  can't  boil  water.  We  did 
get  a TV  -irtiich  comes  in  beautifully;  a rotary  antenna  does 
the  job. 

Jim  was  in  the  hospital  a week  - persistent  nausea 
which  brought  up  specters  of  his  encephalitis  but  by  the 
time  we  telephoned  he  was  out  and  around.  It  was  the  flu. 

We  have  since  had  an  IBM  flyer  from  Kansas  City,  showing 
his  pic.  as  Salesman  of  the  month  in  typewriter  division  - 
glowing  acct.  of  his  322?  of  quota.  Reassuring  as  to  his 
happiness  in  the  job.  Barton  is  keeping  an  eye  open  for 
opportunities;  thinks  he  isn't  getting  ahead  fast  enough 
(ll),  also  that  top  exec,  jobs  go  to  outsiders.  We  plan  to 
go  out  there  for  Christmas,  around  the  19th,  and  will 
probably  fly.  These  holidays  with  their  shoppings  get 
me  down;  I do  carry  with  me  that  old  complex  and  no  sooner 
get  in  a store  than  I want  to  get  out.  It  must  mean 
something  terrible. 


Last  night  I had  an  odd  dream  of  us:  we  were  lolling 

on  cots  in  a barracks-like  ronm  and  a good  si-'ed  bird 
plummeted  beside. me.  I sat  up  and  yelped,  you  looked  at 
the  bird  and  said, "Why,  it's  only  a rose  breasted  grosbeak." 
At  thH  which  the  beast  lighted  on  my  head  and  you  told  me  to 
hold  it  while  you  got  a camera...  Have  a dream  book  handy? 
% reaction  was  to  tear  ny  hair. 


How  I long  to  be  i-ri.th  you  - and  I don't  even  know  -vdiere 
Jferaorial  Hospital  is.  My  love  to  Helen  with  the  prayer  that 
all  may  be  coming  along  well,  and  ny  special  love  to  you. 


7u  V 


^wvr9:u  AAy>/i\  yi/U. 


Dear  Nella: 


December  23,  1Q57 


T’lst  receive J your  letter  of  December  21st  and  because  of  its  urgency,  I 
hasten  to  reply. 

Regarding  Helen  and  Polly’s  trip  to  Japan  the  reason  that  General  Sams 
urged  their  return  was  becauseof  the  blood  pressure,  not  a stroke,  even 
a light  one.  You  may  remember  the  stories  that  came  out  of  Australia  prior 
to  their  arrival  in  Japan  which  indicated  a situation  which  again  T suspect 
was  high  blood  pressure,  dbein  large  measure,  T would  surmise,  to  the 
pressure  of  the  job  at  hand.  However,  upon  their  arrival  in  Japan,  and 
thereafter,  nothing  indicated  that  Polly  had  had  anything  like  a stroke  - 
she  was  as  sharp  and  lively  as  could  be,  even  too  lively. 

Going  back  to  Japan,  General  Sams  and  the  doctors  who  looked  at  her  there, 

including  T believe  General  MacArthur’s  physician  who  is  still  with  him  T 

am  told,  felt  that  to  go  on  ’with  the  trip  u’ithout  a long  period  of  rest 

'would  be  sheer  folly.  This,  of  course,  is  a layman’s  report  and  it  might 
be  well  to  get  in  touch  -with  General  Mac''rthur's  physician  through  Mrs. 
MacArthur,  Waldorf  Astoria  Towers,  N.  Y.  and  with  Major  General  Crawford 
F.  Sams,  H.S.'.  M.C.  fRet.),  First  Army  Headqur. rters , Governor’s  Island, 

New  York  City.  General  Sams  is  now  living  in  California  and  his  address 
T do  "Ot  have,  but  T am  sure  a letter  from  Polly’s  doctor  would  be  forwarded 
to  him  promptly. 

T am  glad  to  learn  that  Helen  is  getting  along  very  well  and  hope  that  the 
household  can  be  pulled  together  in  such  a way  as  to  go  on,  come  what  may. 
While  w’e  are  talking  about  the  nouseiiold,  .Neixa,  j.  nave  read  frequent 
tribute  paid  by  Helen  to  "Teacher"  but  have  never  seen  anything  like  I 
feel  Polly  is  entitled  to  receive.  She  has  always  traveled  in  the  shadow 
of  the  giants,  , I am  ^re^in  large  measure  of  her  own  desire.  Nevertheless, 
and  ing  that  has  always  been  hers,  sometime  along  the 

road  before  it  is  too  late  some  recognition  should  come  to  her.  This  may 
have  been  done  and  not  come  to  my  attention  and  if  so,  just  ignore  the 
comment . 

I have  been  trying  to  re-write  my  notes  and  the  article  that  I had  started 
while  in  South  America  about  these  two  trippers  of  ours  and  maybe  one  day 
soon  can  find  the  time  and  get  this  job  accomplished  while  Polly  might  still 
appreciate  it.  Do  give  them  both  my  very  very  warmest  greetings.  I will 
hope  to  see  them  and  you  too  when  I am  in  New  York  the  latter  part  of  April. 

With  every  good  wish  to  you  all  for  the  Holiday  Season  and  the  New  Year, 

I remain 


Devotedly , 

^ ^ A , 


rir»c  foldherc 
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DOUBl.EDAY  & COMPANY.  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  mix  11-3300 


January  15,  1958 


Dear  Nella; 

Would  you  be  so  good  as  to  tell  the  girls 
that  we  have  sold  TEACHER  in  Portuguese 
ri^its  to  Editora  Fundo  de  Cultura  S.A. 
Tlie  advance  is  $100,  with  royalties  of  6% 
on  the  first  3, 000,  8%  on  the  next  3, 000, 
and  10%  thereafter . It  will  be  published 
within  twelve  months. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


McCtsw 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  75  MADISON  avenue,  new  York  22 


MURRAY  HILL 


December  7,  1959 


Dear  Helen: 

1 hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  we  have  made  arrange- 
ments to  issue  TEACHER  through  the  imprint  of  Dolphin  Books 
at  95^. 

Their  guarantee  is  $1,000  on  publication,  which  will  be  June, 
1960.  The  royalty  is  6%  domestic  and  4%  Canada  and  export. 

This  Is  a reprint  so  the  money  will  be  (UVldsd  between  you 
and  Doubleday. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
RtD 

Westport  : 
Connecticut 
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Book  Publishers 


T.  S.  DE\ISO\  it  CniMPAIVY 

L.  M.  Brings,  President  309-321  FIFTH  AVENUE  SOUTH  established  1876 

MINNEAPOLIS  15,  MINNESOTA 


January  3,  1958 


Miss  Helen  A,  Keller, 
Arcan  Ridge,  Route  #1 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 


I am  compiling  a book  to  be  published  in 
1958  titled  THE  POWER  OF  PRAYER,  containing  statements  by 
prominent  laymen  in  various  fields  of  endeavor,  as  well  as 
prominent  clergymen  and  theologians,  of  all  religious  faiths. 

We  wish  to  include  a statement  from  300  to 
600  words  along  the  line  of  THIS  I BELIEVE,  proving  the  value 
and  efficacy  of  prayer  in  various  walks  of  life. 

To  date,  I have  received  statements  from 
J.  0,  Penney,  Gov.  Goodwin  J.  Knight,  Senator  Brooks  Hays, 

Roger  W,  Babson,  Bruce  Barton,  Earl  Eisenhower,  Jr.,  Daniel 
A.  Poling,  Admiral  Arleigh  Burke,  Ezra  Taft  Benson,  Judge 
Luther  W.  Yotingdahl,  Dr.  Charles  B.  Foelsch,  Bishop  Stanley 
Coors,  Conrad  Hilton,  Faith  Baldwin,  Judge  Ben  Moore,  Senator 
Edw.  Thye,  and  many  others  of  similar  reputation. 

I would  like  a statement  from  you  to  include 
in  the  book.  We  have  nothing  to  offer  except  your  satisfaction 
in  having  contributed  something  to  this  crusade.  I hope  that 
you  can  do  this  for  us. 


Very  truly  yours. 


LMB/r 


|y|EMORIAL  gENTER 


FOUR  FORTY-FOUR  EAST  SIXTY-EIGHTH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  21  • N.  Y. 
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54  Sunnyside  Terrace 
Stratford,  Conn. 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Once  you  told  me  that  if  I wrote 


a children’s  story,  you  would  tell  me  who  to  get  in  touch 
with,  hut  I have  forgotten. 


children  for  two  generations,  and  now  that  I have  free  time 
I have  written  it  out,  and  I v/ant  to  take  a chance  and 
send  it  in. 


the  way  you  call  her  every  Sunday  at  two.  It  is  lonesome 

at  Arcan  Ridge,  and  your  call  means  a lot.  I am  not  there 

anymore,  I wish  I could  have  stayed, hut  my  health  prevented 
that . 

I am  feeling  much  better, now  that  I have  had  a rest,  and 
I am  thinking  of  writing  a cook  book  for  the  Blind. 

I have  a lot  of  Miss  Helen's  favorite  recipes,  some  from 

her  famil  y..  there  is  a lovely  w'hite  cake  with  a whisky 

filling  with  nuts  and  raisins,  and  her  caramel  cake. 

Most  of  all  she  liked  a crisp  peice  of  celery  with  french 
dressing . 

Or  an  apple  that  she  could  feel,  it  was  so  nice  to  try  and 
please  her. 

Let  me  know  if  I have  a chance  of  sending  this  story  in 
I v/ill  mail  it  to  you.  I have  another  copy,  so  you  won't 
have  to  return  it  . 

Thank  you  so  much,  and  I hope  you  both  have  a Happy  Christmas 


This  is  a story  that  I have  told 


You  are  Miss  Helen's  best  friend 


Sincerly  yours, 


Mrs. Marion  Leavy 
54  Sunnyside  Terrace, 
Stratford,  Conn. 


54  Sunnyside  Terrace, 
Stratford,  Conn. 


Dear  Ittrs.  Henney: 


Once  you  told  me  that  if  I wrote 


a children’s  story,  you  would  tell  me  who  to  get  in  touch 
with,  but  I have  forgotten. 


children  for  two  generations,  and  now  that  I have  free  time 
I have  written  it  out,  and  I want  to  take  a chance  and 
send  it  in. 


the  way  you  call  her  every  Sunday  at  two.  It  is  lonesome 

at  Arcan  Ridge,  and  your  call  means  a lot.  I am  not  there 

anymore,  I wish  I could  have  stayed, but  my  health  prevented 
that . 

I am  feeling  much  better, now  that  I have  had  a rest,  and 
I am  thinking  of  writing  a cook  book  for  the  Blind. 

I have  a lot  of  Miss  Helen's  favorite  recipes,  some  from 

her  famil  y..  there  is  a lovely  w'hite  cake  with  a whisky 

filling  with  nuts  and  raisins,  and  her  caramel  cake. 

Most  of  all  she  liked  a crisp  peice  of  celery  with  french 
dressing . 

Or  an  apple  that  she  could  feel,  it  was  so  nice  to  try  and 
please  her. 

Let  me  know  if  I have  a chance  of  sending  this  story  in 
I 'will  mail  it  to  you.  I have  another  copy,  so  you  won't 
have  to  return  it  . 

Thank  you  so  much,  and  I hope  you  both  have  a Happy  Christmas 


This  is  a story  that  I have  told 


You  are  Miss  Helen's  best  friend. 


Sincerly  yours 


Mrs. Marion  heavy 
54  Sunnyside  Terrace, 
Stratford,  Conn. 


If  anything  is  enclosed,  letter  will  be  sent  by  ordinary  mail. 


AUSTRALIA 


O/o.  W.C.T.U. 

Willard  Hotiae, 

North  Quay, 

Brisbane.  AUSTRALIA 
14  January,  1958 


Miss  Helen  Keller, 
Arcan  Ridge, 

Route  1,  Westporjt 
rONN.  U.S.A. 


Dear  Miss  Keller , 

International  Women’s  Day  (March  8)  is 
in  the  world.  Brisbane,  no  exception. 


celebrated  annually  in  nearly  every  city 


City  Hallo 

W.  would  wer,  ”«l‘Pnf?oV.rord.S“Sr  "" 

prob.blsr  .1.0  .PIO.r  in  * souvonir  progr»»e  ..  .re  hoping  to  have 

printed. 


We  are  looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 
Greetings  for  this  new  year, 


Yours  sincerely, 


Hon.  Sec. 

I.W.D.  Cpinmittee. 
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Mrs.  Harry  H,  Stinson 
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CAMBRIDGE  40.  MASSACHUSETTS 
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BRAILLE  TRANSCRIBING  AND  SOUNDSCRIBING  CENTER 
A Volunteer  Service 

Dedicated  to  serve  the  Sightless  of  Fairfield  County 


LIONS  CLUB 


SPONSORED  BY 


CHARLOTTE  FAGAN  GOLDSLATT 
OtRECTOR 


STAMFORD,  CONN. 


Chtirlcuis 

Bo^iwocd 

Etamford,  Conn. 
Jaiiuary  20,  1958 


l.'iss  Helen  Keller 
'"estj.ort,  Conn. 


Dear  f'ins  Keller; 


I have  tried  on  numerous  occasions  to 


3et  in  touch  with  you  pertaining  to  work  I fjr:  doing  for  the  blind. 
I am  about  to  start  a drive  for  funds  to  establish  headquarters 
here  for  the  state  of  Connecticut.  I have  also  established  a 
Scolarship  Fund  which  will  soon  be  announced  and  these  are  some 
of  the  things  which  I would  like  to  discuss  v/ith  you. 

V/ould  it  be  possibD.e  for  us  to  meet  in  the 
very  near  future?  I will  be  ever  grateful  to  you. 


AN  AIR  LETTER  SHOULD  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY 
ENCLOSURE  , IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
Om  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 
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OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 
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DOUBLEDAY 


i COMPANY,  INC.,  PuWbhtrj  > k 575  MADISON  avenue,  new  YORK  22  - Murray  hill  8-5300 


January  24,  1958 


Dear  Nella: 

I wonder  if  you  could  expedite  this  for  me  during  Polly's  illness. 
Remember  the  piece  in  Atlantic  Monthly  called  "Three  Days  to 
See,  " for  which  there  have  been  many  requests  for  permission 
to  reprint?  It  has  never  appeared  in  a book,  but  Polly  suggested 
that  we  handle  it  on  a 90  - 10  basis.  We  would  be  glad  to  do  it, 
but  we  need  it  in  writing.  Do  you  want  to  give  me  a note  that 
will  make  honest  men  of  us  with  our  accounting  department  in 
Garden  City? 


Ken  MfcCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 
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WAIVER 


TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 

I hereby  authorize  Gall  Tracy  of  I5500 
Mettetal  St.,  Detroit,  Michigan  and  Betty  Yahraus 
Specialties,  II8  South  Clinton  Street,  Chicago, 
Illinois,  to  use  my  autograph,  heretofore  furnished, 
in  their  manufacture  and  marketing  of  girls  and 
women’s  skirts  and  I do  hereby  waive  any  and  all 
claim  for  royalties  accruing  from  such  use  by  them. 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


February  19 , 1958 


Dear  Nella; 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  January  31st  letter. 
Peggy  Lesser  is  enthralled  with  the  idea 
and  had  the  same  idea  that  I do,  which  is 
to  persuade  you  to  do  it.  If  in  the  even 
dim  future  you  can  see  the  possibility  of 
doing  it,  we'd  love  to  wait  for  you,  Nella. 
Can  we  talk  about  this  ? 


Ken  McCormick 
y Editor  in  Chief 


lirs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New. York 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY, 


INC.,  PubWlC^  ^75  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  -MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


February  27,  1958 


Dear  lirs.  Henney; 

Here  is  a most  gratifying  batch  of  reviews.  I've 
read  them  all  carefully,  and  I must  say  they  make  me  very  happy, 
as  I know  thej'-  Tiill  you. 

There  is,  too,  more  good  ne^vs.  Sales,  as  of 
February  11,  7rere  7,308j  and  we  haTO  just  gone  back  to  press 
with  another  printing  of  2,500.  Everything  seems  to  be  going 
very  itcII  indeed, 

I hope  you  are  well;  and  I'm  still  looking  for- 
ward to  meeting  you  someday  soon.  Do  let  me  knoiT  if  you  are 
ever  in  toivn  and  free  for  lunch. 

Very  best  viishes  to  you,  and  of  course  to  the 
people  in  V/estport. 

As  e-^r, 

j /d  I tL  . 

Barbara  Ellis 

llrs.  Mella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.  Y. 
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Leah  Salisbury 

NEW  YORK 

PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • ARTISTS'  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE  ADDRESS;  LEASALIS.  NEW  YORK 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 
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EMERITUS  STAFF 


M AYO  CLINIC 

ROCHESTER,  MINN  ESOTA 


March  3 , 1958 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City, 

New  York 

Dear  Nella: 


I have  tried 
and  Polly  through  Mr.  Adams 


to  keep  in  touch,  after  a fashion, with  Helen 
and  have  talked  many  times  with  Katharine. 


As  a sugge 

it  would  seem  to  me  that 
take  the  load  off  Polly, 
meeting  and  discuss  the  s 
both  Helen  and  Polly.  ifh 
no  use  kidding  ourselves. 
I have  seen  some  remarkab 
I talked  with  Kit  I told 
anytime  and  at  least  fill 
have  rallied  around  Helen 


stion,  and  please  understand  this  is  only  a suggestion, 
it  would  be  wise  to  have  someone  brought  in  to  help 
I think  those  of  us  who  are  trustees  should  have  a 
ituation.  I am  sure  you  know  my  deep  affection  for 
en  there  has  been  permanent  b rairi^.i^rT^o  there  is 
We  must  remember  that  it  i^-fl^^nt.  However, 
le  recoveries  from  this  sort  of  thing.  The  last  time 
her  I would  be  pleased  to  come  to  New  York  almost 
a chair  on  the  committee.  I am  sure  that  all  of  you 
and  Polly. 


b irthday  , 
never  told 


I am  embarrassed  to  say  the  W*e-trthat  I didn't  rememb 
however,  I have  a fairly  good  reason  because  the  little  "di 
me.  I oould  have  looked  it  up,  I suppose,  but  didn't. 


er  Polly 
ckons  " 


s 


It  must  also 
attack  vrhioh  could  be  worse 
or  three  times  at  least  and 
and  a great  man  , 


be  remembered  that  Polly  might  have  another 
than  her  first  one.  Mr.  Adams  has  called  me  two 
, I am  sure  he  must  be  a tn®  friend  of  Helen's 


I am 

think  it  would  be  a 
nothing  more 


so  willing  to  do  all  can  regarding  this  tradgety.  I 
good  idea  for  Polly  to  have  an  assistan^eV  X can  think 
than  to  leave  Helen  completely  in  a dark  world. 


of 


With  kindest  personal  regards. 


Claude  F.  Dixon,  M.D. 


CFDrme 









.U.....S..,  .A...... 


< Second  foJd  here  — > 

Sender's  name  and  address  ^ ^ ^ 






AN  AIR  LETTER  SHOULD  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY 
ENCLOSURE  ; IF  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 
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DOUBl.EDAY  & COMPANY.  INC, 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HIU,  «-J300 


March  1950 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  February  2h 
letter.  I am  glad  that  the  birthday 
was  a good  day  with  Polly  due  in  large 
part  I am  sure  to  you. 

I'll  talk  over  the  business  of  tiie 
children's  book  about  Helen  with  Peggy 
Lesser  and  as  for  the  more  important 
news  that  you  will  someday  write  a 
book  about  Polly  - this  is  wonderful. 
Let's  keep  that  notion  very  much  alive. 


Jirs,  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


McC  :mh 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


h 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


IJaoTch  6,  19^8 


Dear  IJrs.  Henney: 

Here  is  a bit  more  good  news : a 
third  edition  of  3,500  copies,  bringing  the 
total  number  in  print  to  12,500.  Very  pleas- 
ing, to  say  the  least. 

I was  delighted  to  hear  that  things 
have  improved  enough  to  allow  an  evening  in 
Hew  York.  I hope  everything  went  vrell. 

iLnd  do  let  us  Icnovr  when  you  come  inj 
a moment's  notice  Tri.ll  be  fine — I'm  seldom  so 
tied  up  that  something  can't  be  arranged. 

Very  best. 

As  ever, 

cJ/f/  /4  - 

Barbara  Ellis 


I'TS,  Nella  B.  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.  Y. 


BE:e 


Eear  Nella 


Many  thanks  for  your  wire,  which  was  a pleasure « 

As  transmitted  by  Western  Union  it  said  your  group  was  "empranced", 
which  I take  as  a brilliant  neologism  meaning  danced  in  the  aisles o 
It  goes  without  saying  that  any  time  Helen  and  Polly  want  to  see 
the  show.  I'll  arrange  for  tickets o 

I was  awfully  pleased  to  get  the  copy  of  ASM  you 
sento  Annie  Bancroft  is  up  this  week-end,  and  she's  taking  it  back 
with  hero  Next  time  we're  down,  we'll  try  to  bring  her  out  to  meet 
you  - when  she  heard  you'd  been  to  see  the  show  she  said  maybe 
you  didn't  like  it,  that's  why  you  didn't  come  backstage:  such  is 
fame,  stardom,  etc. 

There  was  a piece  in  the  Times  saying  Fred  Coe 
would  produce  TW,  with  Annie  in  it.  All  possible,  but  so  far 
not  a word  of  real  truth  in  it;  nothing  definite  will  emerge  till 
I finish  the  stage  version,  and  nothing  on  the  business  end  will 
proceed  without  my  keeping  you  posted. 

All  our  best  to  you  and  to  Arcan  Ridge  - 


March  11,  1958 


Mrs,  Charlotte  Pagan  Ooldblatt 
Charloulfl 
Dogwood  Lane 
Stamford,  Conn. 

Dear  Mrs,  Ooldblatt t 

Tour  latter  to  Mrs.  Nalla  Henney  has  bean  referred 
to  us  for  reply. 

As  you  know,  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas 
311nd  Is  acquainted  with  most  of  the  organizations  for 
the  blind  In  Europe  and  In  all  other  parts  of  the  world. 
Wo  belleye  that  we  can  bo  of  assistance  to  you  regard- 
ing Information  yon  may  wish  about  the  educational  and 
rehabilitative  services  offered  in  the  various  countries 
UNESCO  usually  refers  such  requests  for  Information  to 
ns. 

It  Is  not  entirely  clear  from  your  letter  jupt  ^at 
information  you  are  seeking  at  the  present  time  and  for 
what  purpose  you  wish  to  use  it.  If  you  could  give  us 
a specific  idea  as  to  exactly  what  you  have  in  mind,  I 
am  cexdialn  that  we  will  be  able  to  be  of  assistanee  to 
you. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Clara  Lnngeiiians  ^ 

Field  r>einrlce  Counselor 


Cl.tca 

CCj  Mrs.  Henney 


CC  for  Nella's  information 
ALG 


Morch  13th,  1958 


Dear  He’en: 

It  has  been  a source  of  deep  regret  to  ite  that  I 
have  not  been  well  enough  to  visit  you  and  Polly  at  Arcan 
Pidge. 


As  you  know.  Then  you  were  in  the  hospital  in  Ne" 
York,  I was  ill  myself,  with  nurses  in  attendance,  and  house- 
bound for  -Uite  seme  tiie.  I was  hoping  to  see  you  both 
long  ere  this,  but  have  not  been  equal  to  the  trip  to  Pest- 
port. 


Naturally,  however,  I have  been  constantly  in- 
formed as  to  your  progress  and  Polly's,  aund  I am  greatly 
relieved  to  know  that  you  oace  through  the  operation  with 
flying  colors,  and  that  Polly  is  improving  daily. 

Polly's  restoration  to  good  health  will  take  time 
and  patience,  and  I am  certain  that  you  are  doing  everything 
in  your  poier  to  encourr  ge  and  sustain  h'>r  along  the  way. 

Mrs.  Renney  t‘-lephoned  the  other  day  that  you 
were  thinking  of  requesting  Pr.  Levy  to  act  as  successor  to 
Billie  Ziegler  as  one  of  your  personal  Tiaistees. 

As  there  is  no  urgency  about  this,  1 suggest 
that  the  matter  be  held  in  abeyance  until  I have  had  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  It  with  you  and  Pol'y.  I hope  this 
will  be  possible  when  the  -.eather  is  more  settled  and  we 
are  all  feeling  better. 

H-anwhile,  my  fondest  greetings  and  best  wishes 
to  you  and  dear  Polly. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Pldge 
Westport,  Conti. 


Affectionately  yours, 

(signed)  M.  C.  Migel 
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OF  Service 
Tlii»  i*  a Use  menace 

unlc5<  it>  JctcrrciJ  char- 
acter lsitu!icnt«l  by  the 
proper  *vmU>!. 


WESTERN  UNION 

TELEGRAM 


. P.  MARSHALL.  PHraincN 


1220 

(Rn-54) 


SYMBOLS 


DL  = I>aY  Letter 


NL=Nii{ht  Letter 


International 
Letter  Tcle«ram 


The  filin«  time  shown  in  the  date  tine  on  domestic  lelecrams  is  STAN'PARD  TIML  at  pui 


'**-Hnt  la  standard  time  at  point  of  destination 


•(904  AM  MAR  18  58) 


' BA012  SYA  178 
SY  WWY157  WWZ1  LONG  NL  PD= WA S H I NQTON  DC  17 

:MI3S  HELEN  KELLER= 

ARCAN  ridge  route  1 WESTPORT  C0NN= 


undersigned  have  the  honor  to  invite  you  join  them  in 
sponsoring  National  nonpartisan  committee  for  international 

ECONOMIC  GROWTH  COMPOSED  LEADERS  ALL  WALKS  OF  LIFE  AND 
DEVOTED  TO  CITIZEN  EDUCATION  ON  IMPERATIVES  U«S.  FOREIGN 
economic  ASSISTANCE  IN  TODAY^S  TROUBLED  WORLD  COMPLEX. 
COMMITTEE  WILL  CARRY  FORWARD  WORK  BEGUN  AT  CONFERENCE  ON 
FOREIGN  aspects  U.S.  NATIONAL  SECURITY  HELD  STATLER  HOTEL 
WASHINGTON  FEBRUARY  25  AT  REQUEST  PRESIDENT  EISENHOWER 

and  is  being  formed  pursuant  sense  that  conference,  your  ( 
:ooperation  in  sponsoring  this  continuing  effort  advance 
PUBLIC  understanding  VITAL  NECESSITIES  U.S.  FOREIGN 
ECONOMIC  POLICY  WILL  BE  MAJOR  PUBLIC  SERVICE.  SINCERELY 
HOPE  YOU  WILL  ACCEPT  BY  WIRE  TO  ERIC  JOHNSTON  1300 
CONNECTICUT  AVENUE  WASHINGTON,  D.C.= 

ALFRED  M GRUENTHER 
MILTON  S EISENHOWER 
GEORGE  MEANY 
LUC  I US  D CLAY 
BARNEY  BALABAN 
ELEANOR  ROOSEVELT 
HELEN  R REID 

ERIC  JOHNSTON  — "iVE  SUGGESrutNS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC, 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


I'iarch  2u,  lySti 


Dear  Kelia; 


Tnank  you  as  always  for  the  many  bits 
of  information  that  you  send  our  waj" 
which  prove  to  be  very  useful.  The 
fact  that  Catherine  Owens  ieare  is 
doing  a biography  of  Helen  for  junior 
high  school  reaaers  for  T.Y.  Crowell 
suggests,  I tnink,  to  feggy  Lesser 
tnat  She  nad  better  hold  her  fire  for 
a little  While  and  come  out  witn  a 
book  a little  later.  It  does  no  one 
any  good  to  compete  on  a subject  of 
this  kind,  wonderful  as  the  suoject  is. 


Affectionate  best  to  you. 

Sincer^^iy, 


Ken  McCormick 
hditor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  rienney 
111  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island,  New  York 


McC  Jmii 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HULL  8-5300 


},!arch  2h,  19^8 


Dear  lirs.  H enney: 


Here  ai’e  a fevf  more  cheering 
reviev/s,  -liaich  I am  sure  you  vfill  enjoy  see- 
ing. 


Very  best, 



Barbara  Ellis 


I.'rs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fiftli  Street 
Garden  City,  N.  Y. 


Ends 

BE:e 


Catherine  Ourens  Peare 
ZHS  Saint  John's  Place 
Brooklyn  38,  l\’etc  York 


March  25,  1956 


Mre.  Nella  Braddy  Hennay 
111  Fifth  Straet 
Sard  an  City,  Naw  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Hennay: 

I am  ancloaing  the  first  questions  that  have  occurred 
to  me  from  what  reading  I've  dene  so  far  on  Miss  Keller.  I shall 
be  gratefjl  for  any  Information  you  can  let  mo  have. 

Following  your  suggestion,  I've  made  an  aoDointmant 
with  Miss  Helga  Lends  for  next  Tuesday  morning. 

If,  during  the  next  few  months.  Miss  Keller  should 
schedule  any  public  appearances  cr  meetings  with  smaller  gather- 
ings,  would  it  be  possible  to  include  me  in  the  group,  so  that 
I can  have  the  opportunity  of  observing  her  without  intruding 
upon  her  personally?  Now  that  I've  seen  the  Louis  da  Rochament 
film  I begin  to  realize  what  a complex  thing  a Personal  Interview 
would  be  and  how  impossible  it  would  be  without  Miss  Thomson. 

Miss  Keller  has  published  so  much  autobiographical  material  that 
there  1s  amnia  to  make  a complete  story  without  bothering  her. 

I shall  endeavor  to  make  my  book  as  accurate  and  as 
adequate  as  possible,  and,  as  I mentioned  to  you  on  the  phone, 

I hooe  I may  submit  the  final  manuscript  tc  the  Foundation  for 
a checking.  All  help  and  sources  will  be  acknowledged  in  the 
front  matter  and  bibliography. 


Very  sincerely. 


1 


Prallmlnary  queations  on  my  Halan  K«Her  raoearoh 


To  Improve  my  own  background  in  the  aubjecta  of  deafneaa,  blindness  and  deaf- 
bllidneBe: 

Inhere  mayl  observe  the  teaching  of  the  deaf,  the  blind,  and  the  deaf-blind? 

How  may  I have  the  exnerlence  of  meeting  a deaf-blind  person,  adult  or 
child? 


Where  may  I have  a lexaon  in  the  use  of  the  manual  alphabet?(l  often  visit 
classrooms  In  the  public  schools,  and  I*m  trying  to  anticipate  all  the 
questions  they  will  ask  me) 


Oan  you  recommend  titles  of  the  latest  books,  articles,  etc.  setting  forth 
the  status  of  work  with  the  deaf,  blind,  and  deaf-blind,  latest  point 
of  view  on  teaching  methods,  statistics  on  increase  or  decrease  of  the 
disabilltios,  heredity,  etc.  I should  like  to  add  here,  one  or  two 
recommended  books  on  the  history  of  work  in  this  field  would  bo  moat 
helpful. 


Are  the  following  still  in  sxistencsj 

/^-Horace  Mann  School  for  the  Deaf  in  Boston 
Wright-Humason  Oral  School  in  New  York 
^ Perkins  Institute 

u 


Biograohioal  background: 

Are  the  following  buildings  still  in  existence:  her  home  in  Tueoumbia, 

Pern  Quarry,  Wrontham  farmhouse,  Beinn  Breagh,  Porest  Hills  house, 

^"'^6  the  Cambridge  School  for  Young  Ladies  still  in  existence? 

Where  may  I find  some  biograohioal  material  on  JohnMacy?  I'm  afraid 
children  are  going  to  ask,  "Was  it  Miss  Keller's  fault  that  the 
Macys  aenarated?"  Or,  "Why?"  And  I want  to  anticipate  it  with 
a sentence  or  two  of  exolanatlon. 

^Are  Matllde  and  Robert  Pfeiffer  still  living  and  do  you  have  a mailing 
address  for  them?  Dittp,the  Chamberlins  in  Wrentham? 

j^^re  any  members  of  her  family  still  living,  and  may  I have  a mailing  address? 

^^^.-^(hat  did  her  vaudeville  act  on  the  Orpheum  Circuit  consist  of? 

can  I find  some  material  on  John  Hits?  Miss  Keller  calls  him  her  "foster 
father."  What  does  she  mean  by  that? 

Bishop  Brooks  a kin  of  Van  Wyck  Brooks? 

How  does  she  eat?  I noticed  that  in  the  Louis  de  Rochemont  film  she  was 
shown  managing  a ouo  of  coffee,  but  not  eating  food. 

Are  any  of  her  Radcllffe  clascmatea  still  living?  Addresses? 

, , Where  is  Jo  Davidson's  head  (of  Miss  Keller)? 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


April  16,  1958 


Dear  Mrs . Henney; 

Elek  Books  Limited  will  be  doing  the 
British  edition  of  LIFE  AT  MY  FINGER- 
TIPS by  Robert  Smithdas.  They  have 
asked  us  if  Miss  Keller  could  now  do 
a short  introduction  for  the  book. 

I have  tried  to  dissuade  them  since 
we  have  been  through  all  this  before 
and  I can  guess  what  the  answer  will  be 
because  I know  how  busy  Miss  Keller  is 
these  days^but  I promised  I would  ask 
once  more  for  them . Whatever  the  decision, 
they  will  be  grateful  for  your  attention. 

Very  best  wishes . 


Sincerely, 

J 

y 


Barbara  Ellis 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


BE:h 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 
KS/  MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


April  17,  1958 


Dear  Mi'S.  Henney: 

Here  are  four  more  very  pleasant  reviews 
on  THE  OPEN  DOOR . 

Very  best. 


Sincerely, 

-y 


Barbara  Ellis 


Mj:s  . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 
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XEROX 


UNIVERSITY  MICROFILMS 


A XEROX  COMPANY 

ANN  ARBOR.  MICHIGAN  48106 

TELEPHONE  313-761-4700 


April  19,  1968 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snowville , 

New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

We  have  an  order  for  your  out  of  print  title,  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MARY, 

1933,  and  we  have  been  advised  that  the  rights  belong  to  you. 

The  enclosed  literature  will  explain  a system  we  have  developed  for  supplying 
out  of  print  titles,  one  copy  at  a time,  using  microfilm  and  xerography, 
at  a reasonable  price  - about  4 cents  per  page,  including  binding.  The 
program  is  receiving  attention  and  enthusiasm  from  scholars  all  over  this 
country  and  abroad. 

It  would  be  greatly  appreciated  if  you  allow  us  to  make  this  title  available 
in  our  OP  Book  Program.  Enclosed  is  an  agreement  covering  your  book.  You 
will  note  it  provides  for  a payment  of  10  per  cent  royalty  on  all  sales 
of  xerographic  copies , and  that  provision  is  made  for  the  issuance  of  a 
reprint  edition  at  any  time  without  restriction. 

We  hope  you  will  give  this  matter  your  consideration  so  that  your  title 

may  again  be  "in  print".  If  so,  please  return  one  signed  copy  of  the  agreement 

to  us.  We  look  forward  to  a favorable  reply. 


Sincerely  yours 


Ann  L.  McCaslin 

Supervisor 

Book  Publications 
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Edward  L.Wertheim 

H West  42  nd  Street 
New  York  36.  N.Y. 

WISCONSIN  7-5970 


April  ?.l,  1958 


Miss  Helen  KelDer 
o/o  Polly  Thompson 
'iVestport,  Conn. 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 


The  Committee  on  Religion  and  Science,  about  which  v;e 
wrote  you  sometime  ago,  is  being  joined  by  outstanding  leaders 
of  the  various  faiths,  and  scientists.  This  is  being  sponsored 
by  the  Swedenborg  Foundation  as  a service,  very  appropriately, 
because  Swedenborg  began  as  a scientist  and  became  a theologian 
in  his  later  years. 


We  would  like  very  much  to  add  your  name  to  this  Commit- 
tee, since  you  now  see  the  type  of  people  connected  Tdth  it,  m.any 
of  whom  know  of  your  fine  tribute  to  Swedenborg  in  your  book,  Vy 
Religion.  There  will  be  no  obligation  except  the  use  of  your  name, 
v/hich  would  be  very  helpful,  especially  when  we  expect  to  approach 
the  President  later  to  designate  a Science  Day,  when  there  can  be 
sermons  and  radio  and  television  periods  bearing  on  this  topic. 


Your  book  continues  to  be  very  popular,  perhaps  the  most 
popular,  among  the  books  distributed  by  the  Foundation.  May  God 
continue  to  bless  you  and  Polly  Thompson  in  all  vour  unselfish  work. 


Veiyg  sincerely. 


Fdward  L.  VIertheim 


Committee  on  Religion  and  Science 

FOR  COOPERATION  AND  SPIRITUAL  ADVANCE 
IN  THE  INTERNATIONAL  GEOPHYSICAL  YEAS 


THE  FOLLOWING 
SERVE  AS 
INDIVIDUALS 
AND  NOT  AS 
REPRESENTATIVES 
OF  THE  ORGANIZATIONS 
WITH  WHICH  THEY 
ARE  CONNECTED 

COMMIHEE  IN  PROCESS 
Of  ORGANIZATION 

COMMMIHEE  ON  RELIGION 
AND  SCIENCE 

A<c«planc«t  to  Dato: 
Deren  K.  Antrim 
Aufhor-L^cturmr 
Dr.  J*ti»  Bador 
Follow-Up  Soeroiary 
tilly  Graham  Cru$ado,  N.  Y. 

R«v.  Joseph  N.  Barnos,  Oireeter 
New  York  Center 

(Seventh  Oay  Advonli$t) 
Fronklin  H.  Blackmer 
Miniitor  of  the  New  Church 


Dovid  f.  Johnson,  President 
Gonoral  Convention  of 
New  Jorutolom 

9t.  Howard  E.  Kertchner,  Prosidont 
Christian  Freedom  Foundation,  Int. 
Harold  B.  Larsen 

Physical  Dopartmont,  Flushing  H.S. 
Chairman  of  Publicity,  Swedenborg 
Foundation 

Or.  Frank  C.  Laubach 
Intornational  Authority  on  Utoracy 
Author- Loeturor 

Or.  William  N.  Leech,  Editor 
Church  Managomont 
*Dr.  Maurice  Leahy 
Orie/e  Society 

Dr.  Irwin  J.  Lebbers,  President 
Hope  College,  Holland,  Michispn 
Gwvnne  Dresser  AAock 
Author 

Dr.  A.  C.  Marts 
Morts  & Lundy 
Public  Relations  B 

Fund  Poising  Consultants 
*Normon  S.  AAorsholl,  Commissioner 
Solvotion  Army 
Effie  Lowrence  Marshall 
Author>Lecfurer 
Prank  S.  Meod,  Editor 
Flaming  H.  Revel/  Co. 

Dr.  John  A.  Mockoy,  Prasidsrd 
Princeton  Theological  Seminory 
Dr.  Leslie  AAershoH 
Ministor-Publicist 


I 


Dr.  John  Bradbury,  Editor 
Watchman  Examinor 
Dr.  Edwin  T.  Dohiberg,  Ministor 
Delmar  Baptist  Church,  St.  Louis 
Presidsnt,  National  Council  of  Churches 
Roland  Gammon 
Poligious  Writor-Locturor 
Dr.  David  Seabury 
Author-Lecturer 

Corlton  M.  Sherwood,  Cholrmon 
Posearch  Departmont 

Laymen's  Movement  for  a Christian  World 

Or.  Alson  J.  Smith 

Writer-lecturer 

*Robbi  A.  Alan  Steinbach,  President 
The  New  York  Board  of  Rabbis 
Melvin  L.  Sutley,  Administrator  f. 

Wills  Eye  Hospital 

Immanuel  Tafel,  Resident  Director 
Swedersborg  Philosophical  Centre 
'Commissioner  Henry  L.  McCorthy 
Department  of  Welfare,  N.Y.C. 

'Invited  but  no  acceptance  to  date. 


'Irving  J.  Block,  Rabbi 
Village  Temple,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  John  S.  Bonnell 

Fifth  Ave.  Presbyterian  Church 

Or.  Sterling  Brown, 

Executive  Vice  President 
National  Conference  of  Christians 
& Jews 

Nodine  Mills  Coleman 

Writer-Speaker 

'Dr.  Arthur  H.  Compton 

Scientist 


Or.  John  V.  Connorton 
Greoter  N.  Y.  Hospital  Atsaeafian 
Lester  Ooniger,  Pubtsher 
Pulpit  Digest 

S^/ykeiter  Don  ■ger.  Editor 
Pastorial  Psychology 

Dr.  Dovid  J.  Font.  General  Secretar 

New  York  Bible  Society 

Rev.  Deane  Edwords,  President 

Ihe  Hymn  Society  of  America 

Mr.  A^  C.  Ferber 

Author 

Df.  M.  Eug.n<  Flip.,,  Miniiltr 
Community  Church, 

Oougloston,  N.  Y. 

Madeline  George 

Writer.Publicist 

liroel  Goldstein,  Rabbi 

Congregation  8 noi  Jeshurun 

Author-lecturer 

John  Hoynes  Holmes 
minister  Emeritus 
Community  Church  of  New  York 
Pr^.  W<^fer  M.  Horton 
Oberhn  College 
Gradual,  Schaal  al  Ihaalogy 

R«v,  William  L.  Hull 

Author. lecturer 

Johonnson.  Editor 
N-w  C/iurci.  Maaaaaaar 


Of.  Robert  J.  McCrocken 
Riverside  Church,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Montgomery,  Director 
Radio  Series, 

Cradle  of  Christianity 
Or.  ond  Mrs.  Normon  Vincent  Peale 
Marble  Collegiate  Church,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  Earle  B.  Pleasant, 

Notional  Director 
Religion  in  American  Life 
Or.  Woldo  C.  Peebles,  Professor 
Boston  University 
Solom  Risk 
Author-lecturer 
Dr.  Charles  H.  Schmitz 
Director  Broadcast  Training 
Broadcasting  B Film  Commission 
National  Council  of  Churehe* 

Dr.  Samuel  M.  Shoemoker 

Minister- Author-Lecturer 

Calvary  Episcopol  Church,  Pittsburgh 

Cyriel  Sigstedt 

Author 

'Upton  Sinclair 
Author 

*Dr.  Ralph  W.  Sockmon,  Minister 
Christ  Church,  N.  Y. 

Radio  Speaker-Author-Ledurer 
Proncis  A.  Soper 
Editor,  Listen  Magazine 
Dr.  Williom  E.  Stevenson,  President 
Oborlin  College,  Obarlin,  Ohio 
Dr.  William  P.  Sunday,  Minister 
Church  of  the  Good  Shopherd, 
Brooklyn 

Dr.  John  R.  Swanton 
Anthropologist 

Dr.  Gordnof  C.  Toylor,  President 
Protestant  Council  of  tho  City  of  N.Y. 
Dr.  John  C.  Trover 

"Of  Dead  Seo  Scrolls” 
Author-lecturer 
'AA/s.  Fronk  A.  VondeHip 
Civic  leader 

Dr.  Ralph  C.  Walker,  MiniePer 
Madison  Avenue  Baptiet  ChorcA,  N.Y. 
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COUKITTSE  OR  miOIOH  & SClr,HCK 


Additional  aoooptanoe  to  date  April  21 
indioBtod  by  a * 


1968  and  others  invited 


Cojianissionor  Rorraan  S.  Marshall 
Rational  Conr.ander,  Salvation  An^jr 

Ifrs.  Frank  A,  Vanderlip 
Civic  Lender 

Dr.  HoTvard  T,  Forrln,  Prwiident 
Providenoe-Sarrtngton  3ible  College 

Judge  Fred  (J.  Stiokol,  Jr., 

T>’rl  ter-Colujiuiist 

F,  L'ather,  President 
Amerioan  Academy  of  Arts  and  Science 

Dr.  J.  Hichard  Sneed,  Minister 
First  Methodist  Church,  Los  Angeles 
Author-Radio  Speaker 

Dr.  Andrew  C.  Ivy,  Professor  of 
Physiology  University  of  Illinois 

Leonard  E.  Le  Sound,  Kiecutive  Editor 
GTJUBPOSTS 

Richard  S.  Soharffenberg,  Teacher 
School  of  Preventive  Modi cine 
Lona,  Calif, 

T'illlaia  G.  Schleoht 
Scientist  in  Geoohemis try 


* Dr.  J.  II.  Rhine 
Duke  University 

* Igor  1.  Sikorsky,  Aviation  Bnginee 
line  Invoixtor 

* Dr.  Jacob  Ihrins 
Sefonsed  Church  in  /vnerioa 

* Vaughn  Shoemaker,  Artist,  Cartoon! 

* Allen,  President 
The  Swedenborg  Solentiflo  Asuooiat 

* Herbert  D.  Lansdaie,  Jr.  Wetional  Ssoy. 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association 

* Emily  Gardner  Neal,  Author 

* 3111y  Crahastt,  ^^nrangelist 

* C.  Olson,  Publisher 

Hcligious  Radio  Spaakor 

* John  H.  iyder.  Norm  Advertising  A/-en(?y 

* ^ax  Mason,  Professor 
Claremont  College 

* Dr.  Edward  L.  R.  Bison,  Pastor 
National  Presbyterian  Church 

■ ashington,  D.  C. 

* Dr.  J,  Ti'nllnoe  Hamilton 
Pasadena  Community  Church 
St.  Petersburg,  Pla. 

* Helen  Heller 

* Alfred  I.  Hosser,  Author 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


April  28,  1958 


Dear  Nella: 

A very  small  excerpt  from  THE  OPEN  DOOR 
will  be  used  in  the  Ladies  Home  Journal  who 
have  paid  a $10  permission  for  it.  This  is 
not  much  money  but  it  is  always  nice  to  have 
the  book  quoted  in  the  Ladies  Home  Journal. 

Best  to  you. 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


McC:mh 


•_.0  5 BUSINESS  COLLEGE 
or  inq-'QT.  ''oung  Universify 

TO  '*OR'M  MAIN  STREET 
SA'_.-  _ CITY  I.  UTAH 


April  28,  1958 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

It  was  with  much  regret  that  I received  your  letter  of  /pril  12. 
I had  been  so  hopeful  that,  in  spite  of  busy  schedules.  Miss 
Keller  could  devote  a little  time  to  an  interview  with  me. 

However,  I understand  the  situation  and  can  only  hope  that  her 
friend  and  companion  for  so  long  a time  is  recovering  fully. 
Perhaps  at  some  future  time,  I shall  again  have  an  opportunity 
to  be  in  New  York  City. 


Sincerely, 


KSB: cks 


This  is  the  only  letter  that 
I have  had  from  Polly  since 
her  illness  began. 
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Alfred  - A-  Knopf  Lcorp  orated 


PUBLISHER  OF 


Cables:  KNOPF  new  YORK 
1‘henc:  MUrrav  hill  8-0600 


BORZOI  BOOKS 


501  Madison  Avaiue 
J^EW  YORK  (22),  JV.  Y. 


April  29,  1958 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 

I am  sending  under  separate  cover  a copy  of  a book  which  we  feel 
would  be  of  interest  to  you:  THE  STABS  GROT.'  PALE  by  Karl  Bjarnhof. 
This  novel  in  the  form  of  a memoir  is  the  story  of  Mr.  Bjamhof's 
childhood,  especially  that  year  during  which  it  became  apparent  that 
he  was  losing  his  sight.  It  has  been  received  with  enthusiasm  in 
seven  European  countries  and  has  been  reviewed  extremely  well  here 
since  we  published  it  on  April  21. 

I would  like  to  know  your  reaction  to  the  novel  if  you  don't 
mind  passing  it  on  to  me. 


Faithfully  yours 


For  ALFRED  A.  KNOPF,  INC. 


Harding  lam&y 
Publicity  Director 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Route  1 

Westport,  Connecticut 


HL:vs 


J«i 


v!  ' J , UZHMZ 


I 

V 


1 •>  ’i’  2 ’i  I j a ’ 


; , i iii3i 

• ■ • : C < ..j  -.«r^C  »>«-™-yKS  n «•  t 

• •C;  iiai  *.  O'  •> 

J 

JTV.-  -.V-  '^0  * tldt^  » T ' > • ‘-T*  : .VT-jri 

t*‘r  J *1  ■i-'t*'-  •tf-ai  . ji-  I”-- 

Ti  :l  U'-'i'*!- »•>  ^3•H  a*^  ll  . ••;!  t;i  , :f-j( 

r-;or*  £ I I»7«rt  tx*  '-r-i  ,^-i  tr  - ^.Tt^OO 


•-•en  'll  laro"?  '•?’  --’  I-*-). 


Vi*,  no  ti  f'kitilo'w,  « 

.- ' '.  4 

. f *i 


, :i-  X 


•‘  2 , l"." 


' * ncr? 


V M’%''  A ^ . / 

\ . ~^c°i  .»»<r 

TO  -.  ■ (7i»4£<;«^ 


o*l»>  • : 

701  -I”  - 

I •>«Ci 

y .‘nura^ 


•1 


4 


ELMO  ROPER  and  ASSOCIATES 

30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA  • NEW  YORK  aO.N.Y, 

Miss  Helen  Keller 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  West  16th  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 

Dear  Helen: 

The  Atlantic  Union  Committee  has  asked  me,  as  President,  to  invite  you 
to  become  a member  of  our  National  Council.  They--and  of  course  I--believe  that 
you  would  be  a most  valuable  addition  to  the  distinguished  American  leaders  who 
comprise  the  membership  of  the  Council. 

The  preservation  of  democratic  institutions  everywhere  demands  united 
action  by  the  world's  leading  democracies.  The  great  strides  Russia  has  made 
recently  in  satellite  and  missile  development  spell  out  more  clearly  than  ever  the 
iirgent  need  of  genuine,  organic  unity  among  the  Atlantic  democracies.  Only  by  a 
true  joining  of  forces--politlcal,  economic,  and  spiritual,  as  well  as  mllitary-- 
can  we  hope  to  give  democracy  the  strength  and  dynamism  that  will  bring  lt--and  us-- 
through  these  perilous  times.  We  have  therefore  proposed  that  the  problem  of  further 
unification  in  the  military,  political,  and  economic  fields  be  considered  by  officially 
appointed  delegates  from  each  of  the  democracies  who  would,  however,  act  in  accordance 
with  their  indlviduad  convictions  and  make  a public  report  of  their  joint  findings 
and  recommendations.  The  proposal  has  support  among  members  of  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  a resolution  to  hold  an  Atlantic  convention  is  expected 
to  be  Introduced  in  this  Congress,  as  it  was  in  the  last.  A similar  resolution  was 
passed  unanimously  by  the  NATO  Parliamentarians  Conference  last  November. 

The  Council  members  are  not  obligated  to  pay  dues  or  contribute  in  any 
way  toward  the  work  of  the  Committee  except  to  the  extent  that  they  may  wish  to  do 
so.  The  Council  does  not  have  regular  meetings^  it  is  simply  a way  of  going  on 
record  that  you  are  with  us  in  our  attempt  to  bring  about  this  convention  of  citizen 
delegates,  which  could  do  so  much  to  translate  the  idea  of  Atlantic  unity  into  a 
concrete,  enduring  reality. 

By  accepting  this  invitation,  you  will  lend  your  name  to  a movement  which 
is  playing  a unique  and  leading  role  in  furthering  the  "unity  of  free  nations"  which 
President  Eisenhower  has  declared  "is  our  only  hope  for  siirvlval  in  the  face  of  the 
world -wide  Soviet  conspiracy  backed  by  the  weight  of  Soviet  military  power."  Former 
President  Truman,  General  George  Marshall,  and  Sir  Winston  Churchill  have  often  said 
the  same  thing. 

The  other  officers  of  our  Committee  join  me  in  the  hope  that  we  may 
welcome  you  as  a member  of  our  Council  in  our  effort  to  find  a practical  way  to 
implement  the  unity  which  is  called  for. 


b' 


Sincerely  yours. 


ER:if 


Elmo  Roper 
President 

Atlantic  Union  Committee 


q|  DISTRICT  65 


RETAIL,  WHOLESALE  AND  DEPARTMENT  STORE  UNION  A.F.L.-C.I.O. 
13  ASTOR  PLACE  • NEW  YORK  3,  N.  Y.  • ORegon  3-5120 


DAVID  LIVINGSTON 
President 

JACK  PALEY 

Eiecutivo  Vice-President 

WILLIAM  MICHELSON 
Organize tion  Director 

CLEVELAND  ROBINSON 

Secretery-Treasurer 


April  25,  1958 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  Inc. 

15  West  I6th  Street  i 

New  York  City,  New  York  ' ’ ' .^3. 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 


To  climax  our  current  observance  of  Senior  Citizens  ^fonth,  the  600 
retired  members  of  District  65  are  once  again  holding  an  event  that  we  believe 
holds  special  significance  for  all  of  us  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  Senior 
Citizens. 

This  event  is  a Senior  65ers  Awards  Celebration  where  we  will  present 
awards  to  a number  of  individual  a for  outstanding  service  in  the  fields  of 
Social  Welfare,  Medicine,  Legislation,  Education  and  Recreation  for  the  benefit 
of  the  aging.  We  had  hoped  to  honor  you  in  this  way  last  year  \dien  our  first 
awards  were  given  out.  You  may  recall  that  you  were  at  that  time  previously 
committed  and  could  not  attend  our  celebration.  During  the  intervening  year 
your  continuing  contributions  to  this  field  have  reinforced  our  desire  to  honor 
you  at  our  celebration. 

We  hope  that  our  Awards  Presentation  will  help  foctis  greater  public 
attention  on  the  problems  as  well  as  the  contributions  of  the  aging  and  that  the 
awards  will  strengthai  Incentives  to  further  accomplishment  in  this  field.  In 
joining  with  us  in  this  special  program  in  obsejrvance  of  Senior  Citizens  Month, 
giving  us  the  honor  of  presenting  you  with  this  award  you  will  certainly  help  to 
bring  this  objective  closer  to  realization.  Please  let  us  know  that  you  will  be 
with  us  on  Wednesday,  May  28,  at  2:00  P.M.  in  the  Penthouse  Ballroom  of  the 
District  65  Center,  13  Astor  Place,  New  York  City. 


Sincerely  yours, 

wack  Ossofsky  j 

Retirement  Director  j 


J0:ar 

Enel. 


etnci  tlxeir 


A REVIEW  OF  THE  PROBLEMS  OF  RETIRED  WORKERS 
AND  OF  SOME  NEW  APPROACHES, 

WITH  A CLOSE-UP  OF  THE  PROGRAM  DEVELOPED  BY 

DISTRICT  65 

RETAIL,  WHOLESALE  AND  DEPARTMENT  STORE  UNION,  AFL-CIO 


Reprinted  from 


OFFICIAL  NEWS  MAGAZINE,  N.  Y.  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 


aging 

A COMMUNITY  RESPONSIBILITY 
AND  OPPORTUNITY 

With  those  who  wish  to  retire — or  because  of  infirmities  or  other  reasons  are  no  longer  able 
to  work— the  possibilities  of  a busy  and  useful  life  still  remain  high.  The  added  decades  which 
medical  science  has  won  for  us  should  become  an  opportunity  not  only  for  greater  relaxation 
and  enjoyment  but  also  for  a greater  degree  of  self-realization  that  may  not  earlier  have  been 
obtainable.  It  should  become  a means  whereby  the  senior  citizen  can  reap  a greater  harvest 
over  the  years,  and  continue  to  play  an  active  and  constructive  role  in  the  life  of  the 
community. 

For  in  these  millions  of  aging  men  and  women,  with  a half  century  or  more  of  living  and 
learning  behind  them,  we  have  a huge  and  growing  reservoir  of  energy  and  experience  which, 
given  expression,  can  add  mightily  to  the  community  well-being  and  give  a deeper  meaning 
to  our  democracy. 

-U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH, 
EDUCATION  AND  WELFARE  Committee  on  the  Aging. 


Loneliness  and  the  feeling  of  “not  being  needed”  have 
not  been  permitted  to  afflict  these  retired  workers.  They 
are  pensioned  members  of  District  65,  AFL-CIO,  which 
conducts  a full  program  of  activities  for  its  senior  citizens. 


UNIONS  AND  THEIR 
SENIOR  CITIZENS 


As  one  step  in  carrying  out  New  York  State's  Charter  for  the  Aging,  labor  unions 
are  turning  their  attention  to  the  problems  of  their  retired  members  and  to  the  task  of 
providing  them  with  leisure-time  activities  and  educational  opportunities. 


1865 — Average  lije  expectancy  in  the  United  States, 
39  years. 

1955 — Average  lije  expectancy,  69  years. 

Compressed  into  this  fateful  statistic  is  the 
story  of  a century  of  near-miracle  progress  in  over- 
coming the  immemorial  enemies  of  man’s  physical  well- 
being, especially  the  infectious  diseases. 

Compressed  into  it,  also,  is  the  background  of  an  in- 
sistent problem  for  mid-20th-century  America.  The 
problem  reduces  itself  to  a simple  equation: 

Given  a high  degree  of  biological  success  in  pro- 
longing life,  so  that  more  and  more  people  enter  the 
sector  regarded  as  “old  age”; 

Given,  too,  economic  arrangements  which  enable 
many  workers  to  retire  with  modest  financial  se- 
curity and  with  some  years  of  life  expectancy  still 
ahead  of  them; 


What  is  being  done,  and  what  more  can  and 
should  be  done,  to  make  these  years  of  retirement  a 
happy,  satisfjdng,  and  socially  useful  period? 

The  problem  is  nationwide  and  is  steadily  becoming 
more  acute.  For  the  fact  is  that  Americans  are  an 
aging  people.  In  1900,  only  one  person  in  20  was 
over  65.  Today  one  person  in  11  is  in  that  bracket. 
By  1980,  actuaries  say,  the  figure  will  be  one  in  7. 

Despite  this  steady  climb,  public  opinion  in  the 
United  States  has  not  been  keenly  attuned  to  the  needs 
and  aspirations  of  people  in  the  upjrer  age  brackets. 
Old  age  has  characteristically  been  regarded  by  Ameri- 
cans as  a sort  of  regrettable  incident  which  hapi^ens  to 
“other  people,”  and  about  which  the  less  said,  the  bet- 
ter. 
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b UT  this  view  has  recently  Riven  way  to  more  real- 
istic and  enlightened  attitudes.  Typical  of  the  best 
kind  of  present-day  thinking  and  action  in  this  field 
was  the  New  York  State  Conference  on  Problems  of 
the  Aging,  convened  by  Governor  Harriman  in  Albany 
last  October.  Here,  more  than  400  highly  qualified 
citizens  representing  government,  business,  labor  and 
social  agencies  devoted  three  days  to  an  intensive  ex- 
ploration of  the  subject.  Eleven  committees  took  a 
long,  hard  look  at  the  multiple  aspects  of  the  problem. 
Of  these,  none  was  more  significant  or  offered  more 
promise  of  constructive  service  than  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  Recreation. 

The  report  of  this  group  spells  out  the  strategy  and 
tactics  of  making  war  on  the  loneliness,  the  boredom, 
and  the  feeling  of  “not  being  needed”  which  afflicts  so 
many  elderly  people.  One  fact  which  emerges  clearly 
from  this  report  is  that  no  single  agency  is  equipped 
to  do  the  entire  job.  Municipal  authorities,  social 
agencies,  settlement  houses  and  community  centers, 
churches  and  synagogues,  homes  for  the  aged,  business 
and  professional  groups,  boards  of  education,  universi- 
ties— and  labor  organizations — all  these  and  others 
have  a part  to  play. 

The  New  York  City  Welfare  Department  blazed  a 
new  trail  in  1943  when  it  opened  the  first  day  center 
in  the  United  States  for  the  aged — the  William  Hod- 
son  Community  Center  in  the  Bronx  There  are  now 
16  such  department-sponsored  centers  in  New  York 
City,  and  they  have  spread  to  other  cities  in  the  United 
States  as  well  as  to  foreign  countries. 

All  this  is  e.xcellent  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  there  is 
universal  agreement  that  it  doesn’t  go  far  enough.  To 
step  up  the  attack  on  the  problem,  gerontologists  are 
looking  more  and  more  to  trade  unions.  “Industry  and 
unions,”  says  the  report  of  the  Governor’s  Conference 
in  a typical  statement,  “have  an  unusual  opportunity 
to  contribute  to  the  well-being  of  the  older  person  and 
to  themselves  by  establishing  day  centers  for  their 
retired  workers.” 

A similar  observation  was  made  four  years  ago  by 
the  New  York  State  Joint  Legislative  Committee  on 
Problems  of  the  Aging,  headed  by  Senator  Thomas  C. 
Desmond.  It  recommended  that  unions,  in  their  ef- 
forts to  achieve  greater  security  for  older  workers  as 
job  holders  and  as  retirees,  set  up  such  programs. 
“There  is  no  real  security  in  old  age,"  said  the  Com- 
mittee, “unless  the  terror  of  loneliness  is  eliminated.” 

How  has  organized  labor  responded  to  this  challenge 
and  this  opportunity?  In  general,  it  can  be  sttid  that, 
its  senior  citizen  programs  are  just  getting  under  way. 
Many  unions  have  done  nothing  at  all.  Others  have 
taken  only  the  first  few  faltering  steps.  This  is  under- 
standable in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  need  for  reerea- 


• After  the  watch,  what?  Too  often,  there's  no  cheerful 
answer  for  retiring  workers.  But  for  this  member  of  Dis- 
trict 65,  a varied  schedule  of  stimulating  events  awaits. 


Senior  65ers  make  their  own  entertainment  when  they 
get  together  at  weekly  socials  or  at  monthly  parties 
where  they  celebrate  each  other's  birthdays  collectively. 


> #) 
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One  of  the  many  activities  in  the  District  65  Retired 
Members  Program  is  an  art  class,  instructed  by  a skilled 
fellow  retiree.  Students  uncover  hidden  talents  here. 


tion  for  the  aged  has  been  a matter  of  public  concern 
for  relatively  few  years;  also  that  most  union  pension 
plans  have  only  recently  begun  to  pay  benefits.  But 
enough  has  already  been  accomplished  by  unions  to 
show  they  are  in  an  unexcelled  position  to  make  a 
notable  contribution,  both  to  their  own  retired  mem- 
bers and  to  the  community  as  a whole. 

The  United  Auto  Workers  Union  moved  from  theory 
into  practice  in  1953,  when  it  set  up  the  first  of  three 
“Drop-In”  Centers  now  functioning  in  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan. Other  centers  are  being  organized  elsewhere. 
Each  of  these  facilities  is  directed  by  a trained  group 
leader  and  an  elected  steering  committee.  The  activi- 
ties include  educational  and  discussion  programs, 
group  games,  community  singing,  hobbies,  visiting  sick 
persons  in  hospitals  and  various  welfare  projects. 

In  New  York  State,  .somewhat  similar  programs 
have  been  initiated  by  the  International  Ladies  Gar- 
ment Workers  Union,  the  Upholsterers  Union  and  the 
Hotel  Trades  Council.  No  other  outstanding  programs 


operated  by  labor  unions  in  other  states  have  come  to 
the  attention  of  the  New  York  State  Department  of 
Labor. 

But  the  one  labor  organization  in  the  Empire  State, 
and  perhaps  the  nation,  which  has  clearly  done  most 
to  provide  a full-time,  continuous,  well-rounded  pro- 
gram of  activities,  for  its  retired  members  is  District 
65  of  the  Retail,  Wholesale  and  Department  Store 
Union,  AFL-CIO.  The  program  is  part  of  the  union's 
overall  Security  Plan.  Initiated  in  1945,  this  plan 
aims  to  give  all  of  the  union's  35,000  members  and 
their  families  vitally  needed  assistance  in  dealing  with 
the  common  problems  and  hazards  of  modern  life. 

The  plan  provides  for  retirement  at  age  55  to  65, 
depending  on  the  number  of  years  of  coverage  by  the 
plan.  Retirement  benefits  are  paid  for  life,  with  the 
amount  varying  in  accordance  w'ith  the  age  of  the  re- 
tiree and  the  length  of  coverage.  There  are  now  al- 
most 350  retirees  receiving  such  benefits,  out  of  the 
total  35,000  membership. 
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Senior  65ers  continue  to  receive  all  benefits  of  the  union’s 
medical  plan.  Physicians  say  salutary  program  of  activ- 
ities vitally  aids  physical  and  mental  health  of  retirees. 


Retired  members  of  *65’  constitute  own  locol,  participate 
fully  in  life  of  union,  including  strictly  trade  union  activity. 
Their  own  exec,  board  meets  monthly  to  plan  programs. 


U r to  this  point,  the  plan  is  not  unique.  What  is 
unique  is  the  provision  made  to  keep  the  retirees  ac- 
tive. useful,  and  happy.  Si.\  years  ago,  the  union,  un- 
der the  direction  of  its  founder,  Arthur  Osman,  now 
executive  vice  president  of  the  RWDSU,  set  up  a re- 
tired members  program.  Utilizing  the  unusual  facili- 
ties of  the  District  6S  Center,  a modernized  eleven- 
story,  air-conditioned  building  at  13  Astor  Place,  New 
York  City,  the  program  offers  a range  of  activities  de- 
signed to  app>eal  to  all  tastes  and  interests.  A calendar 
issued  regularly  for  the  month  ahead  lists  a variety  of 
activities  at  least  three  days  each  week  in  which  re- 
tirees can  participate,  supervised  by  a full-time  direc- 
tor. 

On  a typical  Tuesday  in  the  “Senior  6Sers”  pro- 
gram, a dozen  or  more  retirees  may  be  seen  in  one 
room  of  the  union’s  headquarters  gathering  and  rolling 
bandages  for  the  American  Cancer  Society.  In  an- 
other room,  some  15  others  are  working  with  paints, 
easels  and  sketch  books  under  the  guidance  of  a 
skilled  fellow  retiree. 

On  a Wednesday,  some  75  retirees  gather  for  a 
weekly  social,  see  a film,  hold  a discussion  on  it,  sing 
songs  community-style,  play  “quiet”  games  like  check- 
ers and  bingo,  and  wind  things  up  with  refreshments. 

Thursdays  usually  see  scores  of  District  65  senior 
citizens  in  typing  classes  and  language  classes;  meet- 
ing to  discuss  and  act  on  current  social  and  labor  legis- 
lation, or  visiting  shut-in  members. 

Some  of  the  activities  are  keyed  to  community  serv- 
ice beyond  the  immediate  bounds  of  the  union.  Ex- 
ample^  are  the  bandage  workshop  for  cancer  victims, 
toy  workshops  at  the  Christmas  and  Chanukah  sea- 
sons, and  projects  to  aid  the  Red  Cross. 

At  the  monthly  membership  meetings,  after  official 
business  is  over,  the  retirees  may  hear  speakers  on  cur- 
rent events  and  topical  subjects.  Other  activities  in- 
clude field  visits  to  places  of  interest  in  and  around 
New  York,  outings  and  classes  in  home-nursing. 

Finally,  these  oldtimers  also  engage  in  strictly  trade 
union  activities,  such  as  helping  out  in  organizing 
drives.  For.  as  District  65  President  David  Livingston 
emphasizes,  retired  65ers  retain  their  union  member- 
ship and  participate  fully  in  the  life  of  the  union,  in- 
cluding voting  and  all  other  rights  and  prixileges. 
Meeting  as  a self-constituted  local,  these  senior  trade 
unionists  can  continue  to  make  their  contribution  to 
the  organization  that  has  done  so  much  to  make  their 
• golden  age"  a reality,  rather  than  just  a well-meaning 
platitude. 

Under  this  many-sided,  carefully  planned  and  ef- 
ficiently administered  program,  time  has  no  chance  to 
become  a corroding  factor  for  the  retirees.  Indeerl. 
while  the  typical  concern  of  most  retired  i>eopIe  is 
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At  anniversary  party  of  retired  members  program  are  (!.  to  r.):  ‘65’  Pres. 
David  Livingston,  retiree  Felix  Solomons,  group  chairman,  Arthur  Osman, 
founder  of  union  and  of  retirees  progrom,  now  RWDSU  exec.  vice.  pres. 


In  their  Toy  Workshop,  Senior  65ers  collect  thousands  of  old  ploythings, 
repair  and  refurbish  them  and  then  distribute  them  to  needy  children 
throughout  the  community  during  the  Christmas  and  Chanukah  seasons. 


how  to  fill  the  new-found  leisure  hours,  the  problem 
for  65ers  is  finding  enough  time  to  take  part  in  every- 
thing the  union  program  offers. 

It  all  adds  up  to  busy  hours  conducive  to  both  physi- 
cal and  mental  health,  a sense  of  usefulness  so  impor- 
tant to  the  elderly — and  jun!  And  mental  health,  as 
one  gerontologist  put  it,  is  “contagious.” 

The  65  program,  based  on  sympathetic  understand- 
ing of  a universal  problem  of  human  life,  obviously  has 
implications  and  values  that  go  beyond  the  limits  of 
straight  trade  unionism.  Recognizing  this.  District  65 
leaders  recently  opened  the  program’s  facilities  to  any 
senior  citizens,  regardless  of  union  membership,  who 
have  no  other  “Golden  Age”  clubs  available  to  them. 
For  practical  reasons,  this  open-house  invitation  par- 
ticularly concerns  residents  of  the  teeming  Greenwich 
Village  area  in  which  the  union  headquarters  are  lo- 
cated. 

District  65  officials  estimate  that  90  percent  of  the 
union’s  350  retirees  participate  actively  in  its  retired 
members  program.  This  is  an  amazing  percentage, 
especially  when  one  considers  that  physical  ailments 
make  It  impossible  for  some  of  the  pensioners  to  join 
in,  much  as  they  might  like  to. 

As  regular  members  of  District  65,  retirees  continue 
to  receive  all  the  benefits  of  the  union’s  medical  plan. 
Union  physicians  testify  to  the  fact  that  the  full  pro- 
gram of  stimulating  activities,  every  week  in  the  year, 
is  an  important  factor  in  maintaining  the  physical  and 
mental  health  of  these  elderly  people,  in  arresting  the 
decline  of  energies  and  faculties  and  in  prolonging 


their  lives.  The  need  for  hospitalization  and  nursing 
declines,  with  a corresponding  saving  in  dollars  for  the 
entire  community. 

District  65  has  by  no  means  solved  all  the  prob- 
lems connected  with  education  and  recreation  for  the 
aged.  A constant  effort  is  being  made  to  apply  the 
lessons  of  practical  experience  to  improve  the  program. 
In  the  years  ahead,  as  the  ranks  of  the  union’s  retirees 
swell  into  the  thousands — the  number  has  multiplied 
six  times  in  the  past  two  years — modified  approaches 
and  techniques  may  have  to  be  developed.  But  cer- 
tainly what  has  been  achieved  thus  far  is  of  major  im- 
portance, and  merits  the  careful  attention  not  only  of 
other  unions  but  also  of  social  and  welfare  workers  and 
medical  specialists. 

In  a democratic  society,  what  counts  above  all  is 
people.  Because  of  their  faith  in  the  transcendent  im- 
portance of  the  individual  personality,  Americans  have 
gladly  devoted  vast  sums  and  resources  to  overcoming 
menaces  to  health  and  prolonging  human  life.  These 
efforts  have  been  attended  w'ith  brilliant  success.  But. 
as  distinguished  octogenarian  Bernard  M.  Baruch  de- 
clared in  a communication  to  the  Committee  on  Prob- 
lems of  the  Aging; 

■‘There  is  no  use  in  prolonging  the  lives  of  people  if 
there  is  nothing  for  them  to  do." 

It  may  be  expected  that  in  the  ne.xt  decade  the 
American  labor  movement  will  come  to  grips  with  this 
problem  on  a large  scale,  following  and  enlarging  upon 
the  invaluable  pioneering  work  of  District  65. 
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Senior  65ers  serve  the  community,  too.  One  of  the  activ- 
ities in  the  many-sided,  carefully  planned  and  administered 
program  developed  by  District  65  for  its  retired  members 
is  preparing  dressings  for  the  American  Cancer  Society. 
Aiding  health  of  others,  they  help  their  own. 
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ELMO  ROPER  and  ASSOCIATES 

30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA  • NEW  YORK  20,  N.Y. 

May  6,  195tt 


Mrs.  Neiia  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  May  1st.  It  was 
a great  shock  to  me  to  heau:  that  Polly  Thomson  had  suf- 
fered a stroke,  and  I assume  it  would  be  best  for  me  not 
to  write  her,  but  I do  wish  you  would  let  both  her  and 
Helen  Keller  know  that  Dorothy  and  I are  very  unhappy 
over  this  misfortune,  and  we  very  much  hope  that  her 
recovery  is  speedy  and  total.  Also  you  might  inquire 
as  to  whether  there's  anything  that  either  of  us  could 
do  in  the  way  of  running  errands,  coming  for  a visit,  etc. 

Sincerely  yours. 


ER:bf 


Our  One 
Best  HOPE 


FOR 

US 


r FOR  THE  1 

] UNITED  NATIONS  i 




FOR  ALL 
MANKIND 


ATLANTIC  UNION  COMMITTEE 

A Committt*  to  dofond  freedom  by  uniting  democracies 


OFFICERS 


of  the 

ATLANTIC  UNION  COMMITTEE 

Hon.  Owen  J.  Roberts 

Founder  and  President,  1949-55 

President  Elmo  Roper 

West  Redding,  Connecticut 

Vice  President  Hon.  William  L.  Clayton 

Houston,  Texas 

Secretary  Hon,  Lithgow  Osborne 

Auburn,  New  York 

Treasurer  John  Q.  Robinson 

Montclair,  New  Jersey 


Chairman  of  the  Executive  Board 


Gerald  B.  Henry 
Buffalo,  New  York 


The  Danger  Grows  Daily 

Why  can't  we  count  on  peace? 

AVhy  must  wc  now  fear  the  mushroom  clouds 
of  nuclear  war.  after  all  the  sacrifices  we  have 
made  since  Pearl  Harbor? 

Why  have  the  Communists  been  gaining 
ground  through  infiltration  and  subversion  in 
their  attempt  to  enslave  the  world? 

Why  can’t  we  be  confident  that  our  children 
will  live  their  lives  in  freedom? 

Because  of  Democratic  Disunity 

President  Eisenhower  outlined  the  answer  to 
these  cpiestions  when  he  said:  “Unity  among 
free  nations  is  our  only  hope  for  survival." 

The  strength  of  the  Communist  Empire  is 
derived  from  its  unity;  only  because  of  its  unity 
is  the  Communist  Empire  able  to  threaten  the 
peace  ami  freedom  of  the  world.  The  weakness 
of  the  self-governing  peojilcs  is  caused  by  their 
disunity;  only  because  of  this  disunity  are  we 
unable  to  assure  both  peace  and  freedom — even 
for  ourselves.  Our  combined  moral,  economic 
and  military  strength  would  be  easily  sufficient 
to  do  .so.  Our  divided  strength,  i)ulling  in  op- 
posite directions,  is  not- 

Wc  free  i)coi)le  can  preserve  both  peace  and 


freedom  if  we  can  adeqnalely  niiite  onr  spiritual 
strength  and  our  political,  economic  and  mili- 
tary resources.  Even  more,  we  can  turn  the 
tide  toward  an  expansion  of  the  frontiers  of 
freedom  which  will  eventually  embrace  all 
mankind. 


Unity  Must  Be  Based  Upon 
People,  Not  Governments 


Adequate  and  enduring  unity  among  free 
nations  cannot  be  created  by  officials.  It  must 
be  based  upon  the  peoples  themselves.  Through- 
out history,  alliances  between  governments  have 
finally  failed. 

Communist  rulers  can  impose  a totalitarian 
unity  by  force.  But  democratic  peoples  cannot 
employ  their  methods.  Unity  among  them  can 
be  created  only  by  democratic  processes.  The 
history  of  the  United  States  proves  that  this 
can  be  done  successfully. 

Our  Leaders  Agree  That  Unity  of  Self- 
Governing  Peoples  Is  Imperative 

President  Eisenhower  has  stressed  this  re- 
peatedly. What  do  other  leaders  say? 

Secretary  Dulles:  “The  North  Atlantic  Treaty 
and  the  Military  Assistance  Program  arc  im- 
[mrlant  steps  in  a good  direction.  But  even 
these  measures  do  not  i>rovide  the  reality  of 
dependable  common  defense.  Unity  remains  a 
contingency,  not  a fact.” 

,\dlai  Stevenson:  'T  believe  that  nothing  less 
than  an  elfeclively  integrated  .Vtlantic  Com- 
munity will  in  the  end  adetpialely  meet  the 
<-hallenge  of  the  times.” 

Pope  Pius  XII:  “Only  a close  union  of  free 
nations  could  defend  |)cace  or  defeat  aggression  " 


Words  Alone  Will  Not 
Create  This  Unity 

(icncral  George  C.  Marshall:  “The  siil)jcct 
today  is  vitally  important  and  the  period  fate- 
ful. All  probably  agree  to  the  importance  of 
Atlantic  unity,  but  few  act.” 

Panl-IIenri  Spaak,  Secretary-General  of 
NATO.  Belgian  iMinistcr  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
Former  President  of  the  United  Nations  (Jen- 
eral  Assembly:  "A  sense  of  fatality  seems  to 
smother  us.  AVe  know  what  must  be  done.  Wc 
even  succeed  in  ex])re.ssing  it  cpiitc  clearly.  But 
for  one  reason  or  another  wc  arc  not  able  to 
tran.slate  our  will  into  action. 

"What  is  needed  is  an  active  will  to  ])rcss  for- 
ward along  these  lines  rather  than  a mere  v(>rbal 
ac(juieseence  in  them  ” 


Today's  Need 
Is  for 
ACTION 

We  believe  that  the  same  method  of  seeking 
unity  which  worked  so  well  in  1787  should  bo 
tried  now.  That  would  mean  today  an  explor- 
atory eoiivention  eom])Osed  of  learling  eilizons 
of  demoeraeies.  It  would  be  common  sense  to 
start  with  the  demoeraeies  which  are  most  ex- 
Ijerienced. 

Our  Congress  should  pass  a re.solution  which 
would  result  in  such  a convention.  How  the 
ri'.solntion  is  worded  is  not  of  the  first  import- 
ance provided  that  it  accomplishes  these  funda- 
mental objectives: 

/.  That  the  rniimilioii  he  .spoa.som/  hi/ cithi  r 
Ihf  I’rrsidciit  or  (’onyresx  oj  the  I’liiliil 
Stales. 


2.  That  only  reasonably  experienced  democ- 
racies be  asked  to  participate;  and 
That  the  number  asked  to  participate 
should  be  small  enough  to  enhance  the 
chance  for  early  agreement,  yet  large 
enough  to  create,  ij  united,  a prepon- 
derance oj  power  on  the  side  of  freedom. 
That  the  delegates  be  officially  ajtpointed 
but  that  they  he  uninstructed  by  their 
governments  so  that  they  shall  be  free  to 
act  in  accordance  ivith  their  oiun  individ- 
ual consciences. 

!).  That,  whatever  the  phraseology . it  should 
not  be  such  as  to  preclude  any  proposal 
which,  in  the  ivisdom  of  the  convention,  is 
the  most  practicable  step. 

5.  That  the  findings  of  the  delegates  could  be 
only  recommendations,  later  to  be  ac- 
cepted or  rejected  by  their  legislatures 
and  their  fellow  citizens. 


Not  Another  Diplomatic  Conference! 


The  Coiivciiliou  would  moot  to  cxidore  and 
rcpoi'l  to  wlial  extent,  and  in  what  manner,  the 
peoples  ie])resented  might  achieve  more  effective 
■■ind  democralic  unity. 

'I'hal  Ihe  delegates  he  officially  appointed  is 
ueces.sary  in  order  lo  secure  outslanding  men 
and  women  for  the  time  rctpnred  lo  do  snch  a 
dillieult  job  Bui  they  would  not  he  iuslructed 
hy  their  govermueuts.  as  diplomal.s  are.  They 
would  speak  and  act  in  accordance  with  their 
individual  conscieuees,  and  could  eouimit  no 
one  else. 

This  convention  is  patterned  on  Ihe  I’hiladel- 


phia  Convention  which  achieved  unparalleled 
success  170  years  ago.  It  would  tackle  two  mo- 
mentous questions:  hoio  the  free  nations  can 
create  the  unity  that  they  require,  and  what 
their  [leoples  are  willing  to  do  in  order  to  obtain 
it.  The  delegates'  conclusions  would  he  in  the 
form  of  recommendations  to  their  governments. 
These  governments  would  take  such  action  as 
they  chose  in  accordance  with  their  own  consti- 
tutional procedures. 


It  Would 
Strengthen 
the  UN 


What  of  our  hope  for  greater  effectiveness  of 
the  United  Nations?  When  self-governing 
peoples  within  the  United  Nations  unite  se- 
curely, they  will  tremendously  increase  I he 
strength  of  those  UN  members  who  believe  in 
the  aims  laid  down  in  the  UN  Charter,  such  as, 
(I)  “faith  in  fundamental  human  rights,  in  the 
dignity  and  worth  of  the  human  person,  in  the 
equal  rights  of  men  and  women  and  of  nations 
large  and  small";  (2)  “to  insure,  by  the  accep- 
tance of  principles  and  the  institulion  of  meth- 
ods, that  armed  force  shall  not  be  used,  save  iu 
the  common  interest"  and;  (;!)  "to  establish 
conditions  under  which  justice  and  respect  for 
the  obligations  arising  from  treaties  and  other 
.sources  of  international  law  can  be  maintained.” 
Nothing  can  help  the  UN  more  than  increasing 
the  effective  power  of  those  members  who  sin- 
cerely believe  in  its  aims- 


It  Would  Help  Everyone 

The  advantages  to  the  free  of  uniting  more 
closely  are  api)arcnt.  But  what  of  those  many 
more  who  do  not  yet  have  self-government  and 
who  yearn  for  freedom? 

The  more  secure  freedom  becomes  wherever 
it  does  ex'ist,  the  greater  confidence  freedom  can 
give  to  those  who  aspire  to  it.  Only  as  we  make 
the  goal  secure,  can  their  efforts  be  successful. 

Even  more  important,  what  is  the  outlook 
for  freedom  everywhere,  if  those  who  now  have 
it  lose  it?  It  is  freedom  that  is  at  bay.  If  we 
who  have  been  struggling  for  emergent  individ- 
ual freedom  for  a thousand  years  cannot  by  our 
unity  strengthen  our  free  institutions  against 
the  subversion  of  Communist  despotism — if  the 
areas  of  freedom  continue  to  be  split  and  to  be 
taken  piecemeal,  as  Czechoslovakia  was  taken, 
what  chance  for  freedom  have  the  Afro-.\sians? 

By  creating  a strong  area  of  freedom  we  pro- 
vide a reliable  hope  for  all  mankind  everywhere. 

united  and  secure  community  of  free  peoples 
would  also  be  more  able  to  extend  a helping 
hand  to  those  less  fortunate. 


Why  Start  in  the  Atlantic  Community? 

Some  have  asked.  "Why  try  to  unite  only 
some  of  the  free  peoples  of  the  world?  Why 
not  try  to  unite  them  all?”  iSIany  have  an- 
swered this  c|uestion.  but  few.  if  any,  have  done 
it  more  effectively  than  Barbara  Ward  in  her 
brilliant  and  prophetic  book.  Faith  and  Free- 
dom- By  her  iicrmission  we  quote: 

"If  a world  order  is  to  be  anything  but  total- 
itarian, then  the  Western  nations  must  at  least 
create  a nucleus  of  free  eo-oi)eration,  and  if  they 
cannot  begin  in  an  Atlantic  ('ommunity.  then 
certainly  there  is  no  other  starting  jdace  avail- 
able to  them.  ,\n  Atlantic  Union  may  fall  .short 
of  that  unity  which  teehnically,  scientilically 
and  economically  the  modern  world  requires.  It 
falls  short  of  the  international  hopes  nourished 
in  the  W'est’s  liberal  tradition.  It  falls  short  of 
that  brotherhood  of  all  humanity  which  the 


great  religions  have  jilaiited  as  a dream  in  the 
human  heart.  But  at  least  it  is  a beginning,  and 
if  men  can  learn,  within  a Western  conimimity 
based  on  common  political  and  social  ideals,  to 
tame  their  arrogant  nationalism  and  to  abate 
their  economic  pretensions,  they  will  at  least 
have  undergone  the  best  possible  preparation 
for  a world  society,  against  the  day  when  it  is 
possible  to  build  one  and  to  build  it  free.” 

If  you  believe  with  us  that  now  is  the  time 
for  such  a beginning,  you  can  make  your  con- 
victions felt  by  joining  us  in  furtherance  of  this 
practical  plan  for  uniting  the  free  ijcoples  in  the 
common  cause  of  peace  with  freedom  and  justice. 


Remember 

We  have  tried  alliances  and  found  them  to  be 
inadequate.  We  have  explored  unity  through 
studies  by  high  government  officials  and  formal 
conferences  of  diplomats.  These  have  not  suc- 
ceeded. The  only  level  of  cx]iloration  we  have 
not  tried  is  the  one  that  has  (jroved  to  be  suc- 
cessful among  self-governing  peoples — explora- 
tion b.v  the  people  themselves. 

It  is  time  now  to  stop  neglecting  the  citizens 
convention  method  which  .solved  the  immensely 
difficult  problem  of  uniting  thirteen  inde])cndent 
States  in  1787.  While  onr  problem  today  is 
different  in  scope  and  in  many  of  its  aspects,  it 
is  the  same  in  essence.  Americans  learned  long 
ago  the  truth  of  the  saying,  "United  we  stand; 
divided  we  fall.” 


what  You  Can  Do 

Tlic  (Icsigiicrs  of  our  Union  found  it  necessary 
to  invent  new  iiolitical  institutions  in  order  best 
to  serve  individual  freedom  Today  in  all  other 
fields  we  are  surrounded  by  inventiveness.  Surely 
politieal  inventiveness  did  not  die  170  years  ago. 
Obviously  the  political  institutions  of  the  sail- 
ing boat  era  are  not  best  designed  to  fit  the 
needs  of  the  .\tom  Age.  It  is  equally  obvious 
that  the  required  solutions  will  not  come  to  us 
just  for  the  wishing.  They  can  be  found  only 
when  enough  of  us  are  determined  to  find  them. 
Membership  in  this  Committee  gives  yon  the 
opportunity  to  discharge  your  responsibilities 
as  a citizen,  in  terms  of  action,  by  urging  the 
calling  of  a convention  to  explore  OUR  ONE 
BEST  HOPE  of  peace  with  freedom  for  us  and 
for  all  mankind. 


ATLANTIC  UNION  COMMITTEE,  INC. 
}028  Connech'cuf  Avenue 
Washington  6,  D.  C. 


enclose  $ ..  . contribution. 


Cut  along  dotted  line. 


Contributions  are  deductible  in  com- 
puting Federal  Income  Tax  Returns, 


NOW!  (0nc.) 

P.  O.  Box  17S 
DENVER  1.  COLORADO 

kay  12,  1958 

Lliss  Helen  A.  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge,  Rte.  1 
Westport,  Conn. 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

Greetings. 

.'.iss  Keller,  we  of  FORWARD  NOW!  would  like  you  to  know  about 
our  aims  and  intentions  - and  perhaps  you  can  see  a way  to  help 
them  become  practical  realities. 

FORWARD  NOW!  is  a cooperative,  educational  publishing  house. 

We  expect  our  members  to  join  in  the  good  work  of  BROADCASTING 
THAT  WHICH  AMERICA  HAS  FOUND  GOOD  - and  to  whom  would  you  guess 
that  we  must  first  direct  our  broadcasting  effort?  TO  AMERICANS  ! 

Yes,  for  modern  America  has  forgotten  the  haopy  secret  (which  is 
our  stock  in  trade)  that  made  EARL Y-Ameri cans  not  only  the  world's 
happiest,  but  put  America  itself  on  the  map  of  the  world  as  a 
power  and  light  of  freedom.  I refer  to  the  triple  liberties  of 
(1)  independent  religious  responsibility;  (2)  the  fostering  of 
local  government;  and  (3)  the  discovery  and  practice  of  the 
GOLDEN  RULE  IN  ECONOMICS. 

Under  the  Golden  Rule  in  Economics,  EARLY-America  was  able  to 
put  to  flight  poverty  and  taxes  in  peace  times  for  over  a century. 

Tnis  is  not  known;  it  is  a hidden  chapter  in  pre-revolution 
American  history,  and  its  tenets  and  principles  are  desperately 
needed  by  the  jittery  and  tax-burdened  people  of  today. 

May  I share  with  you  a glimpse  of  world  events  to  come  - as 
they  can  be  if  we  moderns  do  our  bit  to  contribute  to  world  peace, 
stability,  and  abundance?  First,  we  must  make  a start  on  sound 
principle  (We  CANNOT  'borrow  ourselves  rich"  !)  by  letting  local 
government  issue  money  free ...  as  we  did  so  long  and  successfully 
oefore,  and  as  we  still  have  the  right  to  do  today  ! 

We  suggest  a mild  12/0  of  local,  honest,  production-backed  money  - 
enough  to  ease  the  market  stringency  and  yet  not  upset  the  economy. 
And  we  hope  the  American  Jewish  businessmen  will  be  so  overjoyed 
at  this  relief  from  taxes  and  big-government  that  they  will  grab 
up  the  colors  of  LIBERTY  - and  carry  them  on  high  to  tne  countries 
of  tne  old  world  ! 
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FORWARD  NOW  - and  world  abundance,  free  of  tribute  5/12/58 

We  know  some  of  the  factors  of  the  world  situation:  how  Israel 

and  Russia  would  levy  tribute  against  the  free  world(  i.4.,  thru 
the  oil  companies)  - as  described  by  Waxburg  in  Norman  Thomas' 
column.  And  we  know  that  within  the  next  few  years  (77),  all  the 
world  will  face  a choice  of  TRlBUTISid  VS.  A!^RICANISM,  or  interest, 
taxes,  and  debt  vs.  freedom  of  opportunity  to  live  and  prosper, 
anywhere  on  the  globe.  ’ 

It  will  be  a war  to  end  all  wars:  for  the  first  time  in  all 

the  battles  of  the  world,  the  majority  of  the  people  will  be  fight- 
ing for  tne  RldHIS  uF  THiL'  CQtiMQN  JOE.  The  world  DOES  IMPROVE  1 
And  tho  we  all  nate  war,  this  will  oe  a last  showaown  fight  against 
the  powers  of  Darkness,  long  known  as  Mam;monisrn  and  Baoylonism, 
by  tne  powers  of  Light,  WHOSE  NATURAL  LEADER  IS  AiiERICA. 

Victory  must  start  in  America:  prevention  is  better  than  cure 

'in  the  case  of  juvenile  delinquency,  broken  homes,  crime,  poverty, 
and  sickness.  These  are  problems  in  faith  and  economics;  America 
must  rediscover  THE  STRENGTH  OF  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ANTD  THE  PEOPLE  - 
whose  effort  is  the  sole  source  of  purchasing  power,  good  homes, 
good  hours,  full  employment,  and  general  and  genial  equanimity. 

AMERICA  M.UST  FIRST  MAKE  HERSELF  A MODEL  FOR  THE  WORLD  - BY  OVER- 
COMING POVERTY  AND  TAXES  AGAIN. 

But  how  to  bring  this  glowing  message  to  the  American  business- 
man, labor,  housewives,  club  women,  and  farmers  of  America? "One 
fish  at  a time  is  good  f ishing" . . . let ' s tackle  either  the  leaders 
or  the  public  or  both  with  the  simple  steps  of  religion-plus-economics 
that  solves  the  problem  of  panics,  busts,  and  "recessions. " We 
learn  to  do  by  doing,  and  once  modern  America  finds  hope,  she  will 
lose  her  jitters  in  deeds  of  good-neighborliness;  the  world  will 
benefit . 

The  program  is  huge;  I am  fighting  great  overweight  to  prepare 
for  service,  and  I would  welcome  encouragement  from  THE  LADY  OF 
COURAGE. 


Sincerely 


End:  PEP  lb 
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Salt  Lake  City,4> Ut ah. 


Lear  Helen  Keller, 

Hnon  request  1 have  undertaken  to  have  a book  published. The  entire 
proceeds  of  this  book, which  will  be  called  "‘ihe  Struggle  For  Light", 
will  be  iven  to  handicapped  children. 

I have  studied  and  so  loved  all  you've  written. One  of  the  articles 
I've  ’-Titten  for  onej^f  m.j  l^wely  charges,  is  believed  to  contain  some 
of  your  expressions  or  thoughts.  If  so, t cannot  say  where  or  if  I've 
read  them,  but  since  the  booky^js  entirely  for  a charitable  purpose  I 
would  ever  be  greatful  for  your  permission  to  use  the  lines  enclosed. 
And, -if  thfe^y  -bo  ygrog-s , 1 will  gladly  give  you  credit  for  sam.e  if  you'll 
check  lines  vrhich  may  be  yours. 

•*  II 

The  otruggle  For  Light  is  a book  on  expei’iences  of  children  with 
two  or  more  handicaps , who  have  found  love , understanding, contentment, know- 
ledge, and  through  this  struggle  upward  have  found  LIGHT. I'd  be  greatful 
if  I might  send  you  a copy  of  the  book  ’-hen  off  the  press. 

I'm  enclosing  9 self  addressed  envelope  for  your  reply. I thank  you 
sincerely  for  vour  prompt  reply. 


Sincerely, 


Olive  K..^'ellson. 


Carolyn 


How  I desire  to  help  you  know  the  triumph  that  belongs  to  the 
vanquished! 

Ever  remeitiber  that  happiness  is  like  the  mountain  summit,  often 
covered 

With  clouds,  but  nevertheless  it  is  there. 

Do  not  forget,  as  you  struggle  upward,  the  lesson  of  the  flowers. 

For  the  most  beautiful,  most  rare,  grow  not  in  pleasant  places 
where  the  soil  was 

Ever  watched,  enriched  and  watered,  but,  in  rocky  soil  where  they 
fought 

Ever  upward,  onward,  through  thorns  and  obstacles;  ever  looking  to 
heaven 

For  necessities  of  life,  until  one  day  they  overcame,  blossomed, 
spreading 

Rare  fragrance  to  be  admired  by  all  who  saw  or  knew  of  them. 

So  it  is  with  characters.  Beautiful  characters  must  be  made 
thru  trials,  courage,  overcoming. 

Let  your  thoughts  be  lovely,  softened  by  soul  sweetness,  velvet 

with  kindness  line  unto  the  rose  petals,  of  which  we  never  tire. 

May  your  lips  speak  words  of  cheer  and  comfort,  giving  hope,  spread- 
ing love. 

Peace  and  happiness. 

Learn  well  the  eloquence  of  silence;  that  more  is  learned  thereby 

than  by  word 

Be  assured  that  as  long  as  understanding,  appreciation,  and  love 
exist  within 

Your  soul^,  YOU  WILL  NEVER  BE  TRULY  BLIND. 

True  blindness  is  only  blindness  of  a darkened  mind,  void  of  those 
enlightening  qualities. 


( continued  ^ 


I 


Ever  let  wisdom  and  more  light  in,  through  windows  of  understanding. 
For  you,  love,  understanding  and  knowled^i  Is  LIGHT.  Walk  therein 
dear,  Carolyn  and  great  shall  be  your  reward  both  on  earth  and  in 
heave , 

Olive  K,  Neilson 


Totally  blind,  mentally  handlcapeed.  Did 
very  fine  work  with  hands,  weaving,  belt 
making,  basket  weaving  etc., 

Age  years  of  age  she  was  operated  on 
for  tumor  behind  eyes  which  left  her  blind 
and  mentd.  ly  handicapped. 


THE  PEMSYLVMIA  SEIIOLARSIIII'  I'AGEAIT 

AN  OFFICIAL  PRELIMINARY  OF  THE  MISS  AMERICA  PAGEANT 

COMMUNITY  CENTER  BUILDING  HERSHEY,  PENNSYLVANIA  17033 

TELEPHONE  (717)  534. 2707 


May  15,  1968 

Doubleday  and  Company,  Inc. 
Copyright  Division 
New  York,  New  York 
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Dear  Sir: 

Permission  is  reque^^fl  to  present  a 2 minute  monologui 
on  "Three  Days  to  by  Helen  Keller*^5^is  selection  wil3 

presented  in  taleriifcompetition  in  thd?Mis^  Fennsylvania-Mis 
Pageant  by  Kathy  l9th  Sepos,  Miss  Northwe^^fern  Pennsylvania, 

Pageant  Production  dates  are  June  14  and  Juna/l^  The  production  will 
be  telecast  on  a state  network  irf  Pennsylvan^^^^  t^e  ISt^  An  early 
confirmation  will  be  greitljy  aJ)|)reoiated.  p C 
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Sincerely, 

J |fck  E.  Ifyere 
tODUCER 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  PuHislicw  575  madison  avenue,  new  york  22 


May  29,  1958 


Dear  Mrs,  Henney; 

Here  are  a few  more  comments  on  THE  OPEN 
DOOR,  which  I am  stire  you  mil  want  to  see.  It  is  amaZ' 
ing  how  they  continuel 

I'm  assuming  you  have  already  braved  the 
New  Han5>shire  climate,  I'm  off  to  Maine  myself  for  a 
week  starting  todj^rj  this  is  hardly  the  season,  judging 
from  New  York  weather,  but  that  part  of  the  country  is 
nice  no  matter  what, 

Veiy  best  wishes. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 


Sincerely, 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


Ends 
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Miss  Polly  Thomson 
I ^Miss  Helen  Keller 

Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Conn. 


PERSONAL 

/7  —7 


Miss  Rae  Robins 
%Keith  Bartling 
Route  #2 
Silver  Spg. , Md. 


SILVER  SPRING 
MARYLAND 
♦ ♦♦♦ 

June  5 , 1958 


Dear  Kiss  Thomson: 

The  writer,  member  of  the  Professional  V/riters  Club  in 
Washington  over  I5  years,  has  had  a number  of  Special  Feature 
Articles  published  in  various  national  publications,  includ- 
ing the  Wash.  Sunday  Star,  V/ash.  Post,  Christian  Science  Moni- 
tor, The  China  Monthly,  "Naval  Affairs"  of  the  Fleet  Reserve 
Association  and  other  publications. 

Under  date  of  March  ^1,  1958 1 'the  Personal  Secretary  to 
Miss  Keller,  Miss  Evelyn  Davidson  Seide,  of  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  sent  me  a booklet  concerning  Miss 
Keller's  life,  which  I am  using  to  good  advantage.  I should 
like,  if  possible,  to  include  special  data  on  your  goodself, 
which  I can  include  in  said  article.  I should  like  to  get 
my  article  completed  before  Miss  Keller's  78th  Birthday  on 
June  27,  1958. 

Miss  Keller  was  kind  enough  to  send  me  a photograph  of 
her  goodself.  Can  you  furnish  me  with  a photograph  of  yourself? 

I observed  that  since  1914  you  have  been  a member  of 
the  Keller  "family".  From  the  beginning  you  have  made  your- 
self indispensable  to  Miss  Keller  taking  over  the  big  task  of 
assisting  Miss  Keller  to  carry  on  her  work,  a work  that  is 
now  truly  international  in  scope. 

Herewith  I enclose  copy  of  letter  which  you  sent  me, 
dated  July  22,  1957,  in  regard  to  my  poem  entitled  "Helen 
Keller"  - 'Master  of  the  Blind',  which  I wrote  last  year.  I am 
confident  that  you  can  assist  me  with  personal  information  to 
be  added  to  my  article  entitled  "HELEN  KELLER"  - 'Master  of  the 
Blind". 


JoMiss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Conn. 
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May  I have  the  privilege  of  hearing  from  you? 
Thanking  you  for  your  kind  cooperation  and  vd.th  most 
cordial  greetings  to  you  and  Mss  Keller,  I am 

Very  sincerely, 

(Miss)  Rae  Robins 


Enclosure 


^Keith  Bartling 
Route  ^ 

Silver  Spring,  Md. 
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WESTPORT,  CONN. 
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July  22,  1957 

Dear  Miss  Robins: 

At  Miss  Keller's  request  I acknowledge  your  kind 
letter  and  the  poem  addressed  to  her,  for  which  she 
thanks  you  cordially.  She  certainly  feels  that  faith 
is  "a  searchlight  illuming  the  way,"  and  she  earnestly 
prays  God  for  nobler  impulses  to  worship  Him  each 
day  in  the  performance  of  her  work. 

With  warmest  greetings  from  Miss  Keller,  I eim 


Sincerely  yours, 
(Signed)  POLLY  THOMSON 


Norfolk,  Nebr. 
309  Madison  Aye. 
June  7 , 1958 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
15  West  16th  St. 

New  York  11,  N.Y. 

Dear  Kiss  Keller; 

Enclosed  Is  some  material  regarding  the  Nat- 
ional Committee  for  a Sane  Nuclear  Policy. 
Perhaps  if  you  read  about  it  you  will  v/ant 
to  add  your  name  to  the  list  of  signers, 
which  includes  such  names  as  Eleanor  Roose- 
velt and  Norman  Cousins. 

Your  own  name  as  a signer  vrould,  of  course, 
be  of  help  to  the  work  of  the  Committee.  I 
have  a feeling  that  the  Committee's  aims 
meet  with  your  approval. 


Sincerely  yours 


M 


V 


Mr.  Ralph  W.  Sockman. 

Hall  of  Fame, 

New  York  University. 

Dear  Mr.  Sockman, 

Miss  Keller  appreciates  greatly  the  compliment  which  you  have 
paid  her  in  in  asking  for  her  view  on  the  proposed  election  of  Or- 
ville Wright  to  the  Hall  of  Fame.  She  ad  mires  warmly  the  splendid, 
far-reaching  achievement  of  both  Orville  and  Wilbxir  Wright,  but  she  does  not 
feel  competent  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  controversial  question 
to  which  you  refer  in  your  letter. 

With  Miss  Keller's  hope  that  the  brothers  who  labored  so  enthus- 
iastically for  aviation  may  both  be  duly  honored,  I am. 

Does  this  seem  a tactful  way  to  handle  the  subject? 


RALPH  W.  SOCKMAN 
Dirtttor 


Every  American  is  a shareholder  in  the  Hall  of  Fame 

HALL  OF  FAME:NEWYORK  UNIVERSITY 

53  WASHINGTON  SQUARE  SOUTH  . NEW  YORK  12,  N.Y. 
Telephone;  SPRl'SG  7-9250 
May  22,  1958 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  we  have  been  given  permission  by  the 
Senate  of  New  York  University  to  accept  for  consideration  the  nomina- 
tion of  Orville  Wright  for  the  next  election  in  i960.  We  shall  be 
permitted  to  do  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  necessary  number 
of  years  will  not  have  elapsed  since  his  death. 

In  the  process  of  trying  to  secure  funds  for  the  bronze  bust  and 
ceremony  for  Wilbur  Wright,  who  has  already  won  the  distinction  of 
election  to  the  Hall  of  Fame,  we  met  with  a great  deal  of  opposition 
from  prospective  donors.  These  persons  felt  that  inasmuch  as  the 
accomplishments  of  Wilbur  Wright  were  indivisible  with  those  of 
Orville  Wright,  it  would  not  be  in  keeping  with  historical  fact  to 
acknowledge  one  without  the  other  for  posterity. 

Orville  Wright  will  have  been  dead  12  years  instead  of  the  required 
25  years  by  the  time  of  the  i960  elections.  The  Senate  of  New  York 
University  thus  felt  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  set  aside  the  rule, 
under  these  unusual  circumstances,  in  order  that  Orville  Wright 
might  rightfully  take  his  place  beside  his  brother. 

If,  for  any  reason,  you  wish  to  express  any  thoughts  in  this  matter, 
please  do  not  hesitate  to  do  so.  You  know,  of  course,  it  is  not 
the  intention  nor  the  desire  of  the  University  to  influence  in  any 
way  the  election  of  the  occupants  in  our  great  Hall.  In  waiving 
the  25 -year  rule  and  allowing  Orville's  name  to  appear  as  a 
nominee,  he  will,  of  course,  be  competing  with  the  other  names 
nominated.  We  welcome  your  views. 


Sincerely  yours 


Pialph  W.  Sockman 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 
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Perhaps  I had  better  send  two  letters  to  Nella  to  answer. 

Miss  Rae  Heftel. 

359  South  County  Road  , 

Palm  Beach, 

Florida. 

Dear  Miss  Heftel, 

Miss  Keller  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  your  letter,  as  her  time 
is  crowded  with  work  for  the  blind. 

She  has  no  pattern  for  the  education  and  development  of  children. 

She  does  not  believe  that  any  two  persons,  handicapped  or  normal,  are 
qlike.  The  true  teacher  approaches  them  individually,,  and  develops 
them  according  to  their  desires  and  abilities. 

Miss  Keller  says  eir^shatically  that  after  her  education  began  she  had 
"no  agonizing  heartaches  and  frustrations  of  childhood."  She  thinks 
of  her  years  as  the  happiest  ^dien  Miss  Sullivan  led  her  out  out  of 
rebellion  to  the  light  and  freedom  of  the  spirit. 

With  warm  greetings  from  Miss  Keller,  I am. 

By  the  way.  Miss  Heftel  has  twice  sebt  me  a poem  — one  about 
Thyself  and  another  about  Teacher.  I cannot  be  enthusiastic  over 
her  verse,  or  keep  writing  to  her. 


359  South  County  Road, 
Palm  Beach,  Florida. 
April  24,  1958. 


Dear  Mias  Helen  Keller: 

Your  early  autobiography,  and  the  life  of 
Mias  Ann  Sullivan,  written  by  her  husband,  left  am 
Indelible  Impression  on  my  mind.  Its  essence  contains 
a significant  message  for  educators  who  struggle  with 
child  problems  of  all  degrees. 

I am  not  an  educator,  and  am  not  qualified, 
therefore,  to  offer  applied  suggestions. 

However,  I am  wondering  if  It  has  occurred 
to  you.  Miss  Keller,  thatbyou  who  climbed  above  the 
agonizing  heartaches  and  frustrations  of  unfortunate 
childhood,  have  an  Integral  pattern  for  child  education 
and  development P Led  by  thit  noble  Miss  Sullivan, 

you  stepped  from  darkness  into  the  arms  of  nature, 
to  touch  Its  source  and  its  meaning. 

A foundation  such  as  yours  contains  the 
spark  that  reaches  Into  motivation  and  Ignorance, 
and  makes  bright  the  way  up, along  which  each  child 
must  tread. 

Whether  or  not  the  child  Is  blessed  with 
sight,  hearing,  speech.  Its  spirit  remains  its 
Individual  need.  In  your  case,  the  glorious  break- 
through Is  a method  of  application  and  value. 
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Step  by  3tap  you  learned  to  pulse  with  earth's 
fulness,  enriching  yourself.  Plant  life,  animal  life, 
the  birds  and  bees,  the  profound  meaning  of  the  heavens, 
oceans,  rivers,  lakes,  rock  formations,  forests,  these 
all  inspired  and  fed  you,  as  you  learned  also  to  read 
and  write . 

To  build  character  and  education,  schools  and 
educators  need  to  take  the  young  to  earth's  fount. 

ONE  DAY  A WEEK,  in  the  outdoors,  with  sympathetic  and 
intelligent  guidance  to  explain  nature's  miracles, 
would  link  education  with  the  spirit,  and  bind  them 
for  good  and  decency.  The  wonders  of  existence  as 
you  learned  them  with  Miss  Sullivan,  brought  you  to 
an  understanding  of  all  humanity  in  its  self-sagje 
essentials,  and  linked  your  physical  being  with  your 
spirit  in  worth  and  fulfillment. 

I have  no  right  to  add  to  the  tasks  you  have 
so  lovingly  accomplished,  and  I hope  you  will  forgive 
my  presumption.  Miss  Keller. 

I am  Impelled  to  express  my  thought,  because 
in  all  these  troublesome  talks  of  delinquency  and  youth 
problems,  little  is  said  or  done  actually  for  the  spirit. 
Just  as  you  did,  the  child  must  touch  nature's  source, 
in  order  to  find  the  beginnings  of  all  good,  which  is 
our  Almighty  Creator.  Without  this,  science  and 
knowledge  are  brittle  and  cold. 
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Existance  needs  to  encompass  the  material  anJ  the  spiritual. 
Without  such  combined  merit,  we  are  Incomplete. 

This  letter  is  addressed  to  you  personally, 

Mias  Keller.  I am  not  qualified  as  an  educator,  and  I 
wish  no  publicity  In  this  regard. 

However,  I do  have  a deep  conviction  that  you 
can  light  the  much  needed  candle  to  reach  the  dark 
places  everywhere,  the  living  light  of  yourself  and 
your  wonderful,  gracious  teacher.  Miss  Ann  Sullivan, 
she  who  rose  above  her  own  childhood  depths  of  deprivation 
and  ugliness,  to  contribute  a gem  of  untold  treasure. 

With  every  good  wish  for  your  health  and 
continued  wall  being.  Miss  Keller,  and  with  warm  regards, 

I am. 

Cordially  yours. 


359  South  County  Road, 
Palm  Beach,  Florida. 
June  16,  1958. 


Dear  Mrs . Braddy  Heaney : 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  letter  of  June  12. 

I do  hope  that  my  suggestion  did  not  cause 
Miaa  Keller  too  much  Inconvenience. 

Miss  Keller's  autobiography,  and  the  wonderful 
character  and  ability  of  Miaa  Sullivan  both  left 
a deep  impreaalon  on  me.  They  exemplify  what 
individual  love  and  understanding  can  accomplish 
for  giver  and  receiver. 

I do  agree  with  Miss  Keller's  conclusion  that  no 
two  individuals  are  exactly  alike,  and  that  the 
true  teacher  approaches  them  accordingly,  each  to 
their  abilities. 

However,  underlying  Mias  Sullivan's  approach, 
there  is  a beautiful  pattern  of  spiritual  depth 
and  need.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  it  is  the  key 
to  a comprehensive  child  acceptance,  the  combination 
of  learning  Joined  with  nature's  dto  glory. 

I can  well  realize  that  Miss  Keller's  years  with 
Miss  Sullivan  were  peaceful  and  happy.  They  both 
have  planted  their  seeds  deep  within  human  worth 
and  attainment. 

Please  convey  to  Mias  Keller  my  warm  regards,  and 
always  my  wishes  for  her  health  and  satisfaction  in 
many,  many  good  years  to  come.  And  thank  you  again, 
Mrs.  Braddy  Henney,  for  your  considerate  litter. 


XEROX 


UNIVERSITY  MICROFILMS 


A XEROX  COMPANY 

ANN  ARBOR.  MICHIGAN  48106 

TELEPHONE  313-761-4700 


•Tune  13,  1968 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddv  Hennev 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Hennev; 


ie  are  writing  with  reference  to  our  agreement  dated  Aoril  19 
1968  for  the  reproduction  of  vour  book,  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY.  * 

We  have  iust  received  a letter  from  Doubledav  g Comoanv,  asking 
us  to  cancel  our  agreement  with  vou  as  thev  still  have  the  ritrhts 
to  the  book.  They  have  indicated  that  you  have  avreed  to  the' 
cancellation  of  the  agreement.  This  letter  will  serve  as  the 
conrii^mation  our  records. 

We  appreciate  vour  cooperation  and  assistance  in  this  matter. 


Sincerelv  vonrs 


Ann  L.  McCaslin 
Supervisor 

Books  and  Periodicals 


C.  F*  Dixon,  K . D. 

200  FIRST  STREET  SOUTHWEST 
ROCHESTER.  MINNESOTA 
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Miss  Helen  Killer 
Westport, 
Connecticut 


M AYO  CLINIC 

ROCHESTER.  MINNESOTA 


CMERPTUS  STAFF 


Jan  uary  18,  1958 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Westport , 

Connecticut 

Dear  Helen; 

It  was  kind  of  you  to  write  to  me  on 
January  14,  I am  glad  that  you  and  Polly  are  having 
your  daily  walks  and  that  you  are  both  coming  along 
all  right.  I am  sure  that  Polly  appreciates  your 
reading  to  her.  I would  be  pleased  to  come  to  see 
you  at  any  time.  Katharine  Cornell  has  promised  me 
that  we  can  meet  in  New  York  and  come  out  and  see 
you  some  day  when  it  suits  you.  However,  I would  not 
want  to  do  it  until  you  feel  it  is  all  right. 

Dr,  Brunsting  is  indeed  a wonderful  surgeon  and 
I am  pleased  to  have  him  as  a very  long-standing  and 
close  friend. 

We  all  send  you  our  love  and  look  forward  to  seein 

yo  u. 


T/ith  kindest  personal  regards  as  always, 


Sincerely,  your  true  friend, 


C.  F.  Dixon,  W.D. 


CFD 


rme 


CalAcrSne  Otretiii  Peare 
29S  .Soiiit  John's  l*laoe 
Brooklyn  38,  i\eir  Y'ork 


June  25,  1958 


Mre.  J.  Keith  Henney 
lll-5th  Street 
(Jarden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mre.  Henneyt 

ffy'  young  peoplo'e  life  of  Helen  Keller  ie  ccmlng  along  very 
well,  and  I expeat  to  oomplete  it  around  the  latter  cart  of 
September.  When  it  is  in  proper  shape,  I shall  send  the  whole 
thing  to  you  for  aoproval  and  oritioiam,  this  for  everyone's  sake, 
eepeoially  Miss  Keller's.  I shall  also  send  Doubleday  a oomplete 
schedule  of  quoted  material  for  their  permission.  Incidentally, 
would  you  like  your  material  sent  to  your  homo  or  to  the  office 
of  the  A.P.B.? 

As  you  fully  realize,  I could  not  have  steered  an  even  course 
with  this  narrative  through  all  the  inaccurate  material  that  has 
been  published  without  your  fine  blograohy  of  Miss  Sullivan  and 
Miss  Keller's  own  autoblogranhioal  writings. 

I am  taking  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a few  more  questions 
that  have  puzzled  me,  and  hope  you  can  help  me  to  answer  them. 

I hope  Miss  ThctBSon  has  recovered  from  her  illness  by  now. 

Oan  I begin  to  hope  for  an  Interview  with  Miss  Keller?  I shall 
be  around  all  summer  excent  for  two  weeks  from  June  22  to  Aupjst  5* 

Thank  you  very  much  for  all  the  help  you  are  giving  me. 


Very  sincerely. 


/ 


0.  Pears 

295  St,  John's  PI, 
Brooklyn  58,  NY 

Questions  regarding  Miss  Keller 


Was  It  the  death  of  the  grandparents,  or  perhaos  the  grandfather,  that  released 
"Ivy  dresn"  when  Helen  was  about  five  and  wde  It  possible  for  her  parents  to 
move  into  the  big  house? 

Do  you  know  how  old  "Ivy  Green"  is?  It's  date  of  building  perhaps?  I gather 
that  Tuacuabla  was  almost  destroyed  in  the  Civil  War. 

In  which  issue  of  Porest  and  Stream  did  Helen  Keller's  letter  appear  regarding 
the  shooting  of  Lioness? 

Is  Miss  Keller  left  or  right  handed? 

Where  did  Miss  Keller  and  her  teacher  live  during  the  two  y^ja  shg, 'intend ad 
the  Wright-Humeson  school  in  New  York?  fjy 

On  cage  I85  of  "Anne  Sullivan  Maoy*  you  suggested  that  the  two  Keller  girls 
lived  at  the  "Howelld’  house  in  Cambridge  while  attending  the  school  for  young 
ladies.  May  I assume  that  this  is  the  home  of  William  Doan  Howells? 

Can  you  toll  me  the  date  whan  the  Wrentham  house  was  sold?  I think  it  was 
orobably  1916,  but  found  a news  item  dated  1909  indicating  their  intent  to 
sell  and  rs|lating  it  to  the  death  of  H,  H,  Rogers. 


Miss  Rebecca  mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29,  OHIO 


June  29,  1958. 

DeS'i'  Mrs  • Henney; 

Sj4.e  time  ago,  IJanoy  told  me  that 
your  husband  had  taken  some  pictures  or  snap  shots  of 
Helen  with  her  nev  ..hair-do",  and  she  promised  to  ask 
you  to  send  me  one,  as  I-m  dying  to  see  hou  she  looks. 
I suppose  she  forgot,  .hiyhou,  if  you  have  a«y  with  you 
there,  Ld  be  so  ha|)py  tj^ve  one,  or  if  they  aren't 
there,  then  I can  wait  till  fall. 

I do  hope  the  news  from  them  is  good,  i 

am  so  ill  m;,self,  that  I did  not  v.Tite  Helen  for  her 

birthday,  as  I didn't  want  to  telL  her  about  mere 

lllness-she  has  had  enough  of  tint.  So  I Just  sent  her 

the  American  editicn  of  one  of  the  bSks‘lbout  her. 

Which  I sent  her  for  Christmas  n 

^iirastmas.  j.ve  given  out  on  ideas 

so  far  se  she 


is  coBcerned. 


I hope  you  are  both  having  a pleasant 


suEiner. 


CafficriiH*  OirciM  Peare 
Saiii<  Jo/iii's  Place 
Brooklyn  38,  Sew  York 


June  50»  1958 


Mrs.  J.  Kalth  H«nn«y 
lll-5th  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mre.  Hemays 

May  I pleaaa  add  a $64,000  question  to  the  list  I sent 
you  a feu  days  ago  regarding  Ml  as  Keller? 

It  Is  this:  Hou  many  organizations  working  for  the 

blind  today  can  bo  attributed  directly  to  Helen  Keller's 
Influsnos?  I realize  that  far  more  people  have  been  Influ- 
enced by  her  than  have  any  Idea  they  were,  but  1 think  It 
would  be  vary  affective  to  list  a few  of  the  principal  groups 
that  she  Is  directly  responsible  for. 

If  you  don't  have  this  Information  directly  at  your  flnger- 
tloe,  porhans  you  could  tall  me  where  I may  find  It. 


Very  sincerely. 


Thank  you  ^In. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


July  7,  1958 


Dear  Nella: 

The  United  States  Information  Agency  for  various  dialects 
wants  to  use  THE  OPEN  DOOR  by  Helen  Keller  for  an 
outright  payment  of  $100  for  continuing  option.  The  options 
are  for  the  following  languages;  Arabic,  Bengali,  Burmese, 
Chinese,  Farsi,  Greek,  Gujerati,  Hindi,  Marathi,  Sinhalese, 
Tamil,  Thai,  Turkish,  Urdu,  Vietnamese  and  Malaylam. 

This,  as  you  know,  is  a very  good  arrangement,  because  the 
United  States  Information  Agency  really  does  quite  a job 
and  should  get  a circulation  that  would  please  the  girls  and 
of  course  bring  some  money  into  the  coffer:!  • 

1 hope  that  New  Hampshire  is  being  particularly  beguiling. 

I'm  off  to  London  on  business  July  12  and  will  be  back  about 
September  1. 

Best  wishes . 


Sincerely, 


Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Nella  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


Mrs.  Keith  Kenney, 
Foss  Mountain, 

Snowille, 


Nev  Karopsiiire 


Miss  Rebecca  Mack 
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Miss  Rebecca  Mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
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July  9,  1958. 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Thank  you  so  auch  foi’  your  letter,  and  I 


shall  be  so  hap^y  to  h^.ve  a picture  of  Helen  with  her 
cropped  head,  when  you  get  back  to  Garden  City  in  the 
fall.  It  is  probably  the  only  way  I shall  ever  see  her 
again,  as  I aro  too  ill  to  travel,  and  I doubt  that  she 
will  do  much  of  it  anj’  more  elthe-n.  Tt  is  a dreadful 


of  all  in  this  world,  but  if  I couldn't  go  to  hef"when 


to  some  extent,  I know  I shaH  never  go.  I know  that 
I could  be  of  use  to  her  now,  because  I can  at  least 
spell,  and  with  a li'Ttle  practice  I could  again  gain 
speed,  and  I could  interpret  for  her  in  ever;’’  way. 
But  wiiat  I prepared  myself  for^  for  more  than  forty 


thing  to  feel  tMs  vray  about 


I could 


have 


if  socje  use  toner,  and  relieved  you 


years,  what  I promised  both  Mother  Keller  and  Teacher 
thctfe  I wo'old  do  if  the  time  ever  came  that  Helen 
needed  me,  I could  not  do.  It  broke  my  heart,  but  I 
could  not  risk  coming  and  being  an  liability,  which 
is  what  the  doctor  said  I woxild  be. 

I suppose  you  know  that  I know  of  a 
very  won^-etful  deaf  woman,  with  perfect  speech  and 
lip  reading,  who  knows  the  manual  alphabet  perfectlj’-, 
because  she  was  married  to  a deaf-mute.  Ifer  husband 
died  recently,  leaving  her  all  alone,  with  very 
limited  means.  I have  suggested  her  to  Nancy  a number 
of  times,  because  I feel  she  would  be  able  to  fill 
a very  real  need  in  that  home,  being  able  to  spell  to 
Helen  and  read  to  her,  etc.,  and  she  could  l€ad  Helen’s 
lips  without  any  trouble. With  other  hiring  people  in 
the  house,  like  the  maid  or  the  nurse,  her  lack  of 
hearing  wouldn't  matter,  and  I feel  she  would  relieve 

Helen  of  part  of  the  strain.  I also  feel  she  would 
come  for  viry  irzJle  money,  just  for  the  home  and  a 
little  more,  tuo  I have  no  way  of  knowing,  since  I 


MISS  Rebecca  Mack 
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have  never  mentioned  the  subject  to  her.  She  lived  here 
for  many  years,  and  when  her  husband  retired  they 
moved  to  Silver  Creek,  N.  Y.,  which  is  near  Buffalo. 

She  does  n6t  have  ar^  definite  plans  for  the  future. 

She  is  utterly  charming,  and  her  speech  is  so  good, 
youh  hardly  know  she  is  deaf.  But  Nancj'-  says  th«y 
•will  not  consider  another  handicapped  person  in  tint 
home, and  I reminded  her  that  Teacher  was  blind  for 
many  years.  I have  mentioned  the  subjtfnt  to  Plelen 
once,  but  I will  not  repeat  it  tc>|^er,  as  I want 

to  seem  to  be  bossing  in  any  way.  I’m  only  trying  to 
help  a very  diificult  situaticn. 

I am  distressed  to  hear  that  Polly 


isn't  much  b^^SToer,  for  from  the  way  Uancy  wrote,  I 

thot  she  was  dedidedly  better.  I know  that  with  a^ 
stroke,  any  great  imprnoveroent  takes  place  right  c.w  y 


and  with  slow  and  gradual  icprovemont,  one  cannot 
hope  for  t-ao  much.  That  is  wi^  I'm  so  anxious  to  find 
sOseltoe  el  as  to  go  into  that  home.  How  I'd  love  to  do 
it  if  only  I were  welll I 

There  is  not  much  cltince  for  improvement 
in  ray  case  either,  barrring  a miracle,  for  which  we 
can  alrfayd  hope  and  pray.  When  you  have  a non-function4 
ing  colon,  ther-^isn't  much  that  can  be  done  about  it. 
It  hills'  lost  its  tone  asod  functicn,  and  hn-s  to  be  prodd^ 
artificially  by  the  hour.  That  is  why  I'd  be  of  no  ; 
earthly  tise  to  Helen,  because  I 'm  in  the  bathroom  so  ' 
much. 


I do  hope  you  willboth  have  a pleasant 

and  cool  summer.  I didn't  vrrite  toHelen  on  her 

. 

birthday,  but  sent  her  a book  about  herself,  and 
another  one  is  casing  out  in  tirae  f ajchristmas.  I can 
write  only  illness,  and  I think  she  has  mor<t  than 
enough  of  that. 

With  warmest  greetings. 


Do  please  drop  the  "Miss" I 


MISS  Rebecca  Mack 
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July  17,  1958. 

Dear  Hrs.  Henney  : 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  your  most 
reassuring  l^ter,  which  came  toaay.  I am  relieved  to 
know  that  Helen's  household  is  running  smoothly,  and 
that  she  doesn*t  ned  another  person  there.  I agree  with 
you  that  the  manual  alphabet  is  very  easily  learned, 
but  l|mve  seem  so  maiy  people  try  tJjLearn  it  anu  faii, 
that  I have  changed  my  mind.  It  is  easilj'-  learned  in 
y^outh^  but  not  after  middle  age.  That,  at  le^st,  has 
been  my  experience,  which  has  been  considerable. 

I am  so  devoted  to  tha  manual  a]^habet,  in  fact,  that 
I do  not  like  the  idea  of  adopting  the  English  two- 
hand  alphabet,  with  a few  letters  from  ours,  as  the 

universal  alphabet  for  the  deaf-blind,  but  I'm  afraid 

to  do.  I find  the  English 


that  is  what  they  are  going 


one  much  more  climsy  to  use,  especially  when  not 
seated.  Well,  so  be  it — I wasn't  askedl  Nor,  do  I 
think,  was  Helen! 

I am  delighted  that  Polly  is 
progressing,  even  tho  the  progress  is  slow,  and  thtj^t 
she  can  resume  some  of  her  duties  . So  long  as  she 

can  spell  to  Helen,  I can  readily’-  see  that  ano'cher 

* 

person  is  not  needed  in  the  home.  I was  thinking  only 
of  sparing  Polly  and  making  things  easier  for  Helen. 
If  I had  half  their  "guts”,  I could  take  my  illness 
better  than  I do,  but  as  it  is,  I rebel  against  it. 

Thank  you  again  for  explaining. 
Cordially  yours. 
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Jvily  30,  1958 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Moiantain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney, 

Many  thanks  for  the  fine  summary  of  Miss  Thomson's  splendid  life, 
I spoke  to  Miss  Cox  at  the  UPI  and  she  assures  me  that  they  do 
not  have  any  intention,  woTild  not  even  permit,  any  of  this  ma- 
terial to  be  \ised  now  for  an  article.  It  is  for  their  files  in 
case  of  an  emergency. 

Again  sincere  thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  give  us  this 
needed  bit  of  background. 


Sincerely, 


Gregor  Ziemer 

Director  of  Public  Education 
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Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire  03877 

Dear  Nella: 

I thoToght  you  wo\old  like  to  have  this  copy  of  BURRWOOD 
TOPICS,  which  is  sort  of  a family  publication  by  the 
residents  of  Burrwood.  It  is  produced  entirely  by 
volunteers . 

I am  sending  it  particularly  because  of  the  frontis- 
piece of  our  beloved  Helen  Keller. 

With  all  good  wishes. 


Cordially  yoin-s, 


Peter  J.  Salmon 
Administrative  Vice  President 

PJS :md 
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Louis  C.  Wills 
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130  Chester  Drive 
Yonkers,  New  York 
July  10,  1958 


?iitiss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan 

Easton,  Connecticut 
Dear  Helen  Keller, 

Last  winter  I was  privileged  to  see  the  motion 
picture  about  your  life  v/hich  was  shovm  at  the  Smith  College 
Club  of  New  York,  and  I marvelled  at  the  way  you  had  been 
able  to  break  through  the  silence  barrier  vathout  the  use  of 
two  of  our  five  physical  senses. 

Recently  I have  been  studying  the  work  of  researchers 
into  Extra-Sensory-Perception  (called  ESP)  — an  intuitive 
awareness  wnich  comes  through  the  subconscious  mind  without 
the  stimulus  of  any  of  the  physical  senses.  It  occurs  to  me 
that  some  form  of  Extra-Sensory -Perception  might  have  been 
present  in  your  initial  ability  to  apprehend  the  worla  around 
you  and  perhaps  also  throughout  the  whole  process  of  your  educa 
tion. 


I wonaer  if  you  were  ever  conscious  of  an  ESP  factor 
in  your  learning,  such  as  moments  of  insight  that  were  like 
mind  speaking  directly  to  mind  without  the  necessity  for  any 
physical  intercession. 

The  reality  of  the  phenomena  of  ESP  has  been  v/ell 
established  by  controlled  scientific  experiments  at  Duke  Univer 
sity.  It  would  be  most  interesting  to  learn  if  you  can  further 
substantiate  it  from  your  ov/n  experience. 

If  the  subject  interest  you,  I should  greatly 
appreciate  a chance  to  talk  to  you  about  it  in  person. 

With  best  wishes. 


Sincerely, 

Eloise  B.  Yerger  ^ 


Mrs.  Roy  Yerger 

(Smith  College,  Class  of  19<i8) 


Krs.  Kauri ce  Rothman 
50  5'orest  Dr. 
Springfield,  K.J. 


Kiss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Rt  1 


Westport,  Conn 


50  Forest  Drive 
Springfield,  N.J. 
August  26,  1958 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 

Kanj--  years  ago,  my  husband  had  a short 
story  published.  It  was  about  a blind  girl. 

Vi'e  have  always  v^lshed  to  have  your  reaction  to  it. 

Finally  I am  taking  the  plunge  and  addressing  you 
to  ask  if  we  may  send  it  to  you  to  read. 

It  is  a short  story.  It  was  selected  by  E.J. O'Brien 
as  one  of  the  best  stories  of  the  year-  it  v;as  starr'ed  by 
him. 


V/e  are  among  the  untold  numbers  who  admire 
you  greatly.  V/e  have  read  your  wrltings- 


\ie  should  be  grateful  to  hear  from  you. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs,  TiO-la  D.  Schauteiberger 
670  East  Ave. 

Akron  20,  Ohio, 


August  27,  1958 


Miss  Helen  Keller,  _ +v.  -ai 

c,o,  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 

15,  V/est,  16th,  St, 

Hew  York  11,  N,Y, 


Dear  Miss  Keller: 


I am  taking  the  liberty  to  send 


"t" o vou  the  enclosed  Story: 

to  you  une  eu  ^ BLINDNESS 

written  before  mj’’  operation,  w 

The  copyright  is  protected.  The  manuscript  was  presented  by 
braille  teacher  to  board  members  of  the  society  for  the  blind 
K Columbus, Ohio  and  found  a ve^  favorable  judgement.  One  is  of  the 
opnion.the  story  should  appear  in  the  t^k^ng  book  for  the  blind. 

Yet  the  committee  wants, that  it  should  be  published  fir^ 
in  a good  magazine  or  may  be  as  a little  book  by  itself  or  part  of 
a book.which  contains  one  or  two  other  stories.  The  reason  for  this  is, 
that  I would  be  much  better  compensated  as  the  talking  book  alone 

I°Spriciate  veiy  much  this  care  and  thought  fulness,  yet  being  without 
any  conect ions  and  help, I do  not  know,with  whom  I should  get  in 

contact, general  magazines  for  women  are  not  suit  ed,  ins^t  e of 
they  praise  the  value  higly;but  the  general  faders  want  mostly  a 

lighter  entertainment,  -u-,  • v,  o 

Would  it  be  possible  for  you  to  help  me  fond  a publisher. 

I would  be  very  grateful.  The  publication  will  not  only  me^  a f^^c  al 
help(  I certainly  could  use  after  the  high  expmces  of  three  months 
hospitalization)  it  also  would  build  up  my  confidence  to  go  on. 

The  operation  was  succesful,yet  awhile  ago  I had  ^ accut  glaucoma 
attack  and  lost  considerables  vision  again.  But  still  I am  apie  po 
take  care  of  myself  and  I am  determinded  to  go  to  help  others, 

I HAVE  TO  FACE  BLINDNESS  is  part  of  my  true  life  story;  1 am  very  aione 
here  since  my  husband  died.  The  childretn  we  lort  still  m Gem^j 
and  my  other  family  perished  in  the  concent  rat  ion  camps  of  Hitler, 

Yet  I ffiel,  there  must  be  a purtose  of  my  being  alive,  someth  mg  1 h -e 

to  fulfill,  . , 

I would  like  to  become  a mental  guide  for  the  blmd,even  v^ithout 
any  salary;  but  the  local  authorities  work  very  slow,  _ 

iv:y  education  proved  to  be.equal  to  an  ^erican  college  education, 

I also  v/ould  be  able  to  m'ake  records  in  german  literature  for 
college  students, But  I»dont  have  anybody  to  help  me  for  a start, 
kVhatever  you  v;ill  kindly  advice  and  do  for  me, please  feel  assure  , 

it  will  be  greatly  appreciated,  ^ , 

Vjery  respectfully  yours 

( Tilla  D,  Schaumberger, ) 


'Return  Postage  enclsed. 


TO:  Mrs.  Kenney 


Mrs.  Seide  asked  me  to  write  you  about  the 
Lifwynn  Foundation  in  Westport.  As  you 
requested,  she  asked  Dr.  !-?urdock  about  it, 
and  all  he  would  say  was  to  "forget  it." 
That  was  all  the  information  she  could 
get  from  him. 


FROM:  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Snowvlile,  A'jg.  23,  19^3 


arling  Helen, 


I think  you  p.n3  Pol 
both  ylll  be  Interested  in  this 
review  of  tie  new  book  by  Robert 
Duffua.  Very  likely  he  bea  told 
you  about  it , but  you  will  be 
glad  to  get  BOKe  o'  its  flavor 
from  what  Mr.  loore  soys. 

i'y  love  always. 


Nella 
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Reprinted  from  tde  Proceedings  of  the 
Conference  on  Science,  Philosophy  and 
Religion,  1^7  • 
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CHAPTER  XVII 


Good  Will  as  a Persistent  “Underground” 

By  THOMAS  D.  ELIOT 

Professor  of  Sociology,  Northwestern  University 

I 

The  central  tension  in  human  affairs,  local  or  planetary,  seems  to  be 
aptly  summarized  by  Paul  in  the  saying,  “The  good  that  I would  I 
do  not,  but  the  evil  which  I would  not,  that  I do.”^  We  see  and  know  and 
wish  the  alternative  possibilities  of  friendly  living,  but  Poe’s  “Imp  of  the 
Perverse,”  in  the  plural,  seems  to  drive  us  to  collective  self-destruction. 

The  writer  hopes  he  sees,  as  against  the  gargantuan  growth  of  divisive 
tensions,  a possible  convergence  of  facts,  theories,  doctrines,  practices, 
groups,  all  based  on  social  solidary  feeling.  He  hopes  that  this  conver- 
gence can  be  further  strengthened  by  mutual  recognition  and  cross- 
fertilization of  philosophies,  among  men  of  good  will.  There  is  an 
underlying  belief  that  these  capacities  cannot  be  stamped  out  and  will 
e.xpress  themselves  perennially  despite  hell  and  high  water;  and  that 
voluntary  formulation  and  intelligent  organization  are  parts  of  this 
process  and  reinforce  it. 

The  modern  Babel  of  myths  and  ideologies  breeds  widespread  and 
personal  and  societal  de-morale-ization.  It  breeds  also  recurrent  efforts 
to  escape  demoralization  by  seeking  uniformity,  continuity,  harmony, 
stability,  finality.  Ironically  these  new  unities  to  end  all  diversities  often 
find  themselves  merely  competing  dogmas,  sects,  or  cults,  added  to  the 
previous  diversity.  To  point  out  the  spiritual  congruity  and  common 
denominators  of  motive  and  direction  among  certain  of  these  widely 
scattered  and  apparently  unrelated  gropings  may  help  to  bring  them  all 
into  better  focus  and  perspective. 

There  follows  a list  of  apparently  widely  diverged  behaviors  and 
^Epis/lc  to  the  Romans,  vji:i9. 
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theoricj  and  experiments,  underlying  which  the  writer  seems  to  see 
homologous  psycho-social  situation-processes,-  in  which  the  common 
element  is  the  eapacity  and/ or  felt  need  for  spontaneous  or  genuine  eom- 
munal  feeling,  as  contrasted  with  the  calculated,  self-interested,  utili- 
tarian, pressured,  strained,  and  unstable  types  of  organization.  Many  of 
these  evidences  of  mutualism  show  compensatory  escape  or  protest 
patterns.  Many  are  recent,  some  are  historic,'^  others  represent  perennial 
and  typical  patterns  of  which  a multitude  of  cases  might  be  cited. 

Four  aspects  of  this  mutualism  appear;  t'iz.,  (A)  the  ontogenetic  and 
psychosomatic,  (B)  the  groupal  or  communal,  (C)  the  “religious,”  (D) 
the  ideological  and  organizational.  However,  the  several  aspects  interlace 
in  many  of  the  examples. 


A.  Ontogenetic  and  Psychosomatic 

(i)  Cooley,  Baldwin,  Mead,  and  Piaget  have  analyzed^  the  gradual 
and  often  difficult  proce.sses  through  which  selfhood  emerges  as  a sub- 
jective realization  of  separateness  as  against  the  projected  “other”  selves. 

The  “generalized  Other”  of  Mead  is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  gen- 
eralized larger  self:  “We."  The  “Group  Self"  is  the  kind  of  awareness 
which  one  hopes  to  find  when  one  “loses  himself”  (i.e.,  his  “selfish,”  seg- 
mental, dissociated,  incomplete  self)  to  “find”  a “larger  self.”  The  “gen- 
eralized Other”  is  still  in  the  third  person — "They" — as  against  “Me." 
The  generalized  larger  self,  "We,"  is  non-individualized,  and  is  often 
used  by  modern  mothers,  elementary  teachers,  and  conference  experts  to 
induce  consensus  and  compliance.  This  "tee"  is  almost  the  equivalent  of 
the  generalized  pronouns,  one,  man  (German),  on  (French),  etc.,  which 
depersonalize  an  experience  by  assuming  an  impersonal  though  human 
unit. 

-Cf.  "Human  Controls  as  Situation-Processes."  American  Sociological  Renew.  VIII, 
August,  1943,  pp.  380-388. 

^Cf.  Thomas  D.  Pliot,  "The  Possibilities  of  Cultural  Hygiene."  Psychiatry.  \1.  February, 
1943,  pp.  83-88. 

■‘Charles  H.  Cooley,  Human  Nature  and  The  Social  Order,  Charles  Scribner’s  Sons,  New 
V'ork,  1902,  pp.  15-69,  91-135.  et  passim.  ].  Mark  Baldwin,  Social  and  Ethical  Interpreta- 
tions, The  Macmillan  Company,  London,  1913.  George  H.  Mc.id,  Mind,  Self,  and  Society 
(Charles  Morris,  F.d.),  University  of  Chicago  Press.  Chicago.  1934.  lean  Piaget,  The  LtW- 
giiage  and  Thought  of  the  Child  (Marjorie  Warden,  Tr.).  Harcourt.  Brace  and  Company, 
New  York,  1926,  pp.  34-49.  Cf.  also  T’homas  P.  Eliot  "Tlie  use  of  Psychoanalytic  Classi- 
6catif>n  in  the  .\naly.sis  of  Social  Behavior:  Identification,"  Journal  of  Abnormal  Psychology, 
XXII.  .April.  1927,  pp.  67-81. 
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For  clarity  it  is  desirable  to  distinguish  also  between  such  conduct  and 
motivation  as  has  been  called  “altruism,”  and  the  more  inclusive  and 
naive  feeling  of  participation  in  a total  social  situation-process.  "Altru- 
ism” is  oMer-ism,  and  implies  as  its  prior  condition  a recognized  split 
between  self  and  other,  a “selfish”  and  “non-selfish”  or  alter  ego.  What 
has  been  called  mutualism  is  neither  self-conscious  nor  other-conscious 
in  any  sense  that  implies  a feeling  of  reciprocal  incompatibility  or  bar- 
gaining between  satisfactions  of  ego  and  satisfactions  of  alter.  The  typical 
“altruist”  tries  to  abnegate  self  and  identify  himself  with  others,  and  then 
tries  to  live  the  other’s  life  for  him.  The  “mutualist”  naively  feels  or  de- 
liberately accepts  and  imputes  shared  responsibility  for  collective  activity 
in  satisfying  common  human  needs. 

(2)  The  whole  movement  called  “gestaltism”  and  “field-psychology’’ 
(Brown,  Lewin,  Koffka,  Kohler),  long  paralleled  independently  by  the 
“situational”  sociologist,  is  set  off  sharply  against  the  individualized 
“atomism”  of  the  behaviorists  (Edwin  Guthrie,  F.  Allport)  and  stresses 
intragroup  interaction.  Much  of  the  experimental  work  was  with  pri- 
mates and  children,  and  indicates  that  the  partition  of  the  total  respon- 
siveness into  segmental  discriminations  of  objects,  and  persons,  is  not 
spontaneous  but  is  a learning  process  and  an  acquired  condition.  The 
group  situation-process,  especially  if  patterned,  is  felt  as  an  inclusive, 
unitary  configuration. 

(3)  Trigant  Burrow  and  his  disciples  (Clarence  Shields,  William 
Galt,"  Flans  Syz"  claim  to  have  demonstrated,  in  practice  and  by  labora- 
tory tests,  an  essential  psychosomatic  cleavage  or  dissociation  occurring 
specifically  in  the  human  species,  ontogenetically  but  culturally  induced, 
which,  in  producing  what  Freud  called  “ego”  and  “superego”  leaves 
these  universally  in  conflict  with  the  rest  of  the  individual,  which  is  left  as 
a sort  of  incomplete,  struggling  “id.”  For  Burrow,"  mental  health  is  not 
"C(jmmcnl  by  Trigant  Burrow: 

I think  wc  arc  very  fortunate  in  having  anyone  of  Professor  Eliot’s  broad  outlook  take 
as  much  interest  as  he  docs  in  the  effort  to  explain  and  correlate  the  various  viewpoints  of 
his  colleagues.  As  to  my  own  work,  I feel  rather  guilty  in  having  not  always  made  clear 
certain  aspects  of  our  investigations  that  are  of  key  importance.  In  the  absence  of  a more 
detailed  account  of  our  work,  readers  have  at  times,  through  no  fault  of  theirs,  been  led  to 
interpretations  of  my  thesis  that  arc  not  wholly  warranted.  1 am  hoping  to  ameml  this 
situation  through  the  publication  of  The  Neurosis  0}  Man. 

^Phyloanalysis,  Kcgan  Paul,  Trench,  Triibncr  and  Company,  London,  1933. 

•‘Numerous  papers  in  technical  journals;  ''Phyloj>athology,”  Encyclopedia  of  Psychology, 
Philosophical  Library,  New  York,  (n.d.). 
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to  be  found  in  freeing  either  ego  or  id  but  in  reuniting  them  so  that 
neither  appears  separately  or  together,  but  the  latent  wholeness  of  a 
larger  self  (which  he  identifies  with  “man  as  a species”)  emerges. 

Burrow”  by  implication  attaches  to  men's  underlying  capacities  for 
spontaneous  cooperativeness  a degree  of  reality  greater  than  that  of  men’s 
actual  current  and  usual  state  of  personal  isolation  and  divisivencss.  He 
also  recognizes  this  “reality"  as  only  latent  or  potential  in  most  of  us. 

Burrow,  Galt,  and  Syz**  have  used  certain  intricate  instruments  to 
detect  objective  differences  in  physiological  responses  during  periods 
when  the  subjects  are  presumably  individualized  and  competitively  tense 
(concerned)  about  status,  success,  etc.,  as  compared  with  their  responses 
during  periods  of  relaxed  group-identification  and  rapport.  It  would  be 
interesting  (if  possible)  to  discover  whether  similar  recordings  w'ould 
discover  objective  similarities  during  the  status  of  body-mind  induced  by 
moderate  alcoholic  intake,  systematic  religious  meditation,  trance,  etc. 

(4)  There  is  evidence  that  alcohol  and  other  sedatives  depress  menta- 
tions and  inhibitions  in  the  “higher”  centers  most  recently  developed 
(ontogenetically  and/or  phylogenetically) ; viz.,  individual  responsibil- 
ity, personal  identity,  language  (for  communication  between  individuals 
already  differentiated  from  each  other  as  self  versus  other),  competitive 
judgment  (self-interest),  etc.,  and  release  thus  the  capacities  (among 
others)  for  confidence,  .sociality,  affection,  and  spontaneity." 

(5)  The  effects  of  lobotomy,  the  operation  which  cuts  the  connections 
between  the  frontal  lobes  and  the  rest  of  the  brain,  are  interpreted  in 
terms  which  seem  quite  congruous  with  those  of  Burrow  and  Syz  on  the 

"1‘rigant  Burrow,  The  Social  Basis  of  Consciousness,  Marcourt,  Brace  and  Company,  New 
York,  1927;  The  Biology  of  Human  Conflict,  The  Macmillan  Company,  New  York.  :937, 
especially  pp.  173-191.  272-291,  411-423:  numerous  papers  in  technical  journals.  Cf.  also 
Thomas  D.  Eliot.  *'l*hc  Social  Philosophy  of  Trigani  Burrow,”  Menial  Hygiene.  XII,  July, 
1928,  pp.  530-548. 

^Trigant  Burrow,  “Kymograph  Records  of  Ncuro-muscular  (Respiratory)  Patterns  in 
Relation  to  Bcha\ior  Disorders,”  Psychosomatic  Medicine.  Ill,  April.  1Q41.  pp.  174-186; 
IVigant  Burrow  and  William  Galt,  “Electrocncephalographic  Recordings  of  Varying  .\specls 
of  attention  . . . Journal  of  General  Psychology,  XXXII,  .\pril,  1945.  pp.  269-288; 
Hans  Syz,  “Burrow’s  DifTcrentiation  of  Tensional  Patterns  . . . Journal  of  Psychology, 
IX.  1940,  pp.  153-163:  Hans  Syz,  “The  Lifwynn  Eye-Movement  Camera,"  Science.  ClII, 
May  17.  1946,  pp.  628-629. 

^Cf.  E.  M.  Jellinck,  “Acute  Affects  of  .-Mcohol  on  the  Central  Nervous  System,”  AJnidged 
lectures  of  the  First  Summer  Course  on  Alcohol  Studies.  Quarterly  Journal  of  Studies  on 
Alcohol,  New  Haven,  1944,  pp.  46-48;  also  H.  W.  Haggard,  “The  Physiology  of  .-Mcohol,  ’ 
lor.  cit..  p.  29. 
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one  hand,  and  the  Freudians  on  the  other.  .\s  reported  introspectively 
bv  Helen  Keller'”  and  by  Syz’s  subjects,' ' the  locus  of  .self-consciousness 
is  just  behind  the  forehead. 

It  would  be  interesting  if  Syz's  techniques  could  be  applied  to  patients 
before  and  after  anterior  lobotomy,  to  test  the  hypothesis  that  their  pre- 
operative  recordings  (anxiety  psychoses)  would  show  “ditention,"  while 
their  post-operative  responses  would  show  “cotention.” 

(6)  The  demonstrable  successes  of  Christian  Science  might  prove 
traceable  to  quite  distinct  neural  sec]uences  in  body  and  brain  in  different 
cases.  One  of  them  may  be  a voluntary  denial  of  {i.c.,  refusal  to  be  identi- 
fied with)  the  mes.sages  called  pain;  this  would  amount  to  identification 
of  the  ego  with  the  superego,  or  withdrawal  of  the  “self”  into  the  frontal 
lobes.  The  other  mechanism  would  be  a deliberate  inhibition  of  the  per- 
sonally and  socially  disintegrative  fears  which  arise  in  self-conscious 
strivings,  and  a positive  identification  with  the  capacities  and  impulses 
of  love,  affection,  confidence,  and  cooperation  which  have  their  front 
(according  to  the  brain  specialists)  in  the  autonomic  system.  The  latter 
is  good  mental  hygiene,  of  which  neither  religion  nor  psychiatry  have  a 
monopoly.  “Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear.”'- 


B.  The  Gronpal  or  Communal 

(1)  In  the  submergence  of  individuality  in  crowd  rapport  (Gustave 
Le-Bon,’"  Everett  D.  Martin"),  the  conscious,  individuated  personality 
is  dissociated  and  in  abeyance;  but  part  of  what  is  involved  and  active  in 
the  crowd  e.xperience  (which  gives  such  plausibility  to  the  phrases 
“crowd  mind,"  “mob  spirit,”  "esprit  de  corps”)  may  be  the  starved  need 
in  each  person  for  submersion  in  a greater  totality.  In  “High  Morale”'-'"’ 
is  seen  or  experienced  a more  conscious  level  of  group  inspiration. 

(2)  One  notes  next  the  quality  of  self-forgetting  play,  teamwork, 
drama,  heroism,  service  in  crisis,  which  amounts  almost  to  amnesia,  and 
which  is  devoid  of  sophisticated  self-evaluation  by  one’s  secret  superego. 


I ^'’Personal  correspondence. 

*'Op.  e/r.  supra:  cf.  also  Tri^ant  Burross-,  The  Biological  Basis  of  Human  Conflict, 
first  Epistle  of  John,  lv:i8. 

t^The  Crowd,  George  Allen  and  Unwin.  London,  1909. 

^*Thc  Behavior  of  Crowds,  Harper  and  Brothers,  New  York.  1920. 

t-’William  E.  Hocking,  Morale  and  Its  Enemies,  Yale  University  Press,  New  Haven,  tptS. 
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This  is  “affective  behavior"  in  which  it  is  impossible  to  disentangle  means 
from  emls}'^ 

Here  one  would  also  list  the  intimate,  seemingly  “telepathic”  interplay 
of  combat  teams,  of  informal  affectional  play  groups,  of  some  Quaker 
business  meetings,  of  well  integrated  gangs  and  clubs,  of  thoroughly 
married  spouses.  Social  disorganization  for  such  groups  is  essentially  the 
critical  emergence  and  supervening  of  selfish,  suspicious  persons.  Sus- 
picion itself  arises  out  of  the  capacity  to  project  into  another  an  impulse 
of  which  one  must  himself  be  “guilty”  or  capable;  thus  out  of  a prior 
implication  that  others  are  similar  hut  separate,  and  similarly  competi- 
tive. 

Partial  emancipation  from  selfishness  may  be  seen  in  intermediate 
loyalties  to  nation,  class,  church,  or  lesser  groups.  The  members  are  par- 
ticipant but  are  still  involved  in  partisan  partitions.  For  the  in  group  they 
function  with  some  degree  of  mutualism;  in  relation  to  the  out  group 
they  are  still  in  a partitive  psychosis. 

(3)  Franklin  Giddings’*^  “consciousness  of  kind"  has  several  levels: 
we  deal  here  only  with  the  level  of  spontaneous  mutual  acceptance,  not 
with  sophisticated  re//-consciousness  of  kind  which  is  posited  upon 
emerging  awareness  of  an  out  group  dissociated  from  "us.”  In  this  matter 
Adam  Smith’s'®  analysis  of  “sympathy”  was  an  obvious  forerunner,  and 
Max  Scheler  and  Howard  Becker"’  have  carried  the  analysis  further. 

(4)  Clyde  Allee-”  has  demonstrated  the  importance  of  spontaneous 
collectivism  or  “proto-sociality”  in  animal  species.  Peter  Kropotkin-'  and 
Henry  Drummond-"  dealt  with  the  contrast  between  men's  chronic  and 
allegedly  innate  internecine  struggle  for  existence  and  men’s  survivals 
through  equally  “innate”  urges  for  solidarity.  Nowadays  we  consider 

^^Cj.  Howard  Bcckcr,  MS. 

I'l'ranklyn  Henry  Giddings,  Principles  of  Sociology,  The  Macmillan  Company,  New 
York,  1911. 

^^T/ie  Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments,  Millar,  Kincaid  and  Bell,  London  and  Edinburgh, 
1767;  cf.  also  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  “TIic  Use  of  Psychoanalytic  Classification  in  the  Analysis  of 
Social  Behavior:  Identification,”  foitrnal  of  Abnormal  Psychology,  XXII,  April,  19^7.  pp. 
67-81. 

^'’“Somc  Forms  of  Sympathy,”  foiirnal  of  Abnormal  Psychology,  XXM,  April.  1931. 
pp.  5S-68. 

‘^The  Social  Life  of  Animals,  etc. 

-'^Mutital  Aid,  McClure,  Phillips,  New  York,  1902. 

~’^The  Ascent  of  Man,  Pott,  New  York,  189^.  Cf.  also  Thomas  H.  Huxley.  Eroliition 
and  Ethics  and  Other  Essays,  D.  Applelon-Century  Company,  New  York.  1894,  pp.  i-i  16. 
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both  the  combative  (divisive)  and  the  cooperative  (solidary)  as  struc- 
tural capacities  (heredity),  capable  of  latency  or  potency. 

(5)  The  world  consensus-''  is  often  used  to  de.scribe  agreement  on  the 
level  of  opinion — often  highly  conscious,  self-interested,  rationalized,  and 
even  reluctant.  In  root  origins  the  word  seems  to  mean  feeling  together, 
which  is  also  the  root  translation  of  sympathy,  and  is  on  the  level  of 
sentiment  or  spontaneous  rapport.  Some  degree  of  consensus  is  necessary 
by  definition  for  the  operation  of  any  society.  The  concern  in  the  present 
paper  is  spontaneous  consensus  based  on  homogeneity,  security,  and  con- 
fidence (trusting  together) — not  on  indoctrination,  force,  fear,  despair. 

(6)  Emile  Durkheim  posited  society,  or  community  (as  collectively 
represented  in  human  minds)  as  the  source  of  the  sacred.-^ 

Lucien  Levy-Bruhl  describes  the  so-called  "participation  mystique"  of 
many  non-literate  peoples  and  attributes  it  to  all  “primitives”  and  ex- 
clusively to  them.''’  Similar  phenomena  are  widespread  among  “civi- 
lized” people  and  children,  and  much  individualized  thinking  can  be 
shown  among  non-literates;  but  the  state  of  mind  described  is  compa- 
rable to  that  we  are  dealing  with  in  this  paper. 

On  the  objective  side,  Levy-Bruhl’s  discussion  of  non-literate  concep- 
tions of  the  totem  throws  light  on  the  psychology  of  stereotypes,  which 
(partly  through  the  structure  of  language)  are  experienced  as  "compos- 
ites" projected  on  persons;  thus  at  once  single  and  collective. 

On  the  subjective  side,  Levy-Bruhl  contributes  to  the  understanding 
of  collective  empathy.  Among  “primitives”  empathy  takes  forms  which 
seem  crude  to  us,  but  the  evidence  shows  men's  latent  capacities  for 
introjective  identification. 

Jane  Harrison  analyzes  the  emergence  of  sophisticated  drama  (in 
which  empathy  if  it  occurs  is  induced  and  vicarious)  from  the  previously 
sincere,  naive,  group-participant  empathy  or  shared  emotion  of  religious 
rites  performed  for  practical  group  objectives. She  also  describes  the 
emergence  of  deity  (as  a subjective  experience  to  which  objectivity  is 

-^Cf.  Juhn  Dewey,  Democracy  and  Edneation,  The  Macmillan  Cejmpany,  New  York, 
1916,  pp.  1-7. 

-^Ttic  Elementary  Forms  of  the  Religions  Life  (Joseph  Ward  Swain,  Tr.),  George  Allen 
ami  Unwin,  London,  1915,  pp.  205-239. 

-''The  '‘Soul”  of  the  Piimirii'c  (Lilian  A.  Clare,  Tr.),  The  Macmillan  Company,  New 
York.  1928.  pp.  67-109. 

-^Ancient  Art  and  Ritual,  Henry  Holi  and  Company,  New  York,  1913,  j^p.  135-141. 
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imputed)  in  the  religious  rites  of  collective  worship  and  “mystic  posses- 
sion” in  ancient  Crete.-' 

C.  Religious 

(1)  The  idyllic  social  confidence  of  childhood,  once  lost,  is  projected 
into  Eden  and  Heaven.  “Of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  God  . . . Whoever 
shall  not  receive  the  Kingdom  of  God  as  a little  child  shall  not  enter 
therein”-®  paraphrases  modern  psychological  and  sociological  theories. 
Salvation  hy  “rebirth"-”  (regeneration)  symbolizes  return  to  the 
womb,  to  the  naive  identification  and  unstrained  selflessness  of  infancy. 
It  often  appears  that  the  total  process  of  civilization  has  had,  at  and  as  its 
fount  or  “original  sin,”  the  arrogant  assertion  of  divisive  egotism,  ac- 
cumulative and  accelerative,  so  that  man’s  pride  has  ever  proceeded 
blindly  and  madly  to  successively  more  catastrophic  ditches.  The  sym- 
bolic myth  of  man’s  genesis  in  the  non-sophistication  of  Eden  is  not  far 
wrong:  the  knowledge  of  good  (and  of  evil)  is  too  often  a knowledge  of 
selfish  “good,”  replacing  the  spontaneous  social  enjoyment  provided  in  a 
state  of  security  and  plenty.  But  modern  man  replaces  heavens  or  “golden 
age  utopias”  (myths  of  a past  state  of  nature  or  a future  supernatural 
state)  with  myths  of  a future  “heaven  on  earth,”  buttressed  by  science 
rather  than  by  theology. 

(2)  If  basic  capacity  for  sociality  is  as  universal  as  Burrow’s  group 
claims,  and  as  Levy-Bruhl’s  evidence  indicates,  it  suggests  itself  as  the 
fertile  source  or  motivation  of  many  religious  doctrines,  rites,  and  mecha- 
nisms. Such  doctrines  as  those  of  original  sin,  of  salvation,  of  once  born 
and  twice  born  men,®“  and  of  heaven  being  around  us,  or  in  us,  in  our 
infancy®^  are  cases  in  point.  In  rites  of  purgation  and  atonement,  indi- 
vidual sins  and  responsibilities  are  taken  up  into  collective  sin  and  re- 
sponsibility, and  individual  salvation  is  subsumed  through  collective  sac- 

’“Thetnii,  The  University  Press,  Cambridge,  1912.  C}.  also  Gospel  according  to  Matthew. 
xviii:20.  "Where  two  or  three  arc  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  1 in  the  midst 
of  them.” 

-^Gospel  according  to  Mark.,  XM4-15. 

‘^Gospel  according  to  John,  iii:3,  "Except  a man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  sec  the  King- 
d(im  of  God." 

^oWilliam  James,  Varieties  of  Religions  Experience,  Longmans,  Green  and  Company. 
New  York,  1902.  pp.  cj,  footnote  29  supra:  also  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Romans, 

vii. 

footnote  28  supra.  The  phrase,  of  course,  is  Wordsworth's. 
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rifice,  and  ihe  relief  is  felt  as  forgiveness  or  salvation  or  restored  whole- 
ness or  social  reintegration.  Mysticism,  the  communion  of  the  saint.s, 
Pentecostal,  baptismal,  and  eucharistic  rapports  or  ecstacies  in  certain  re- 
ligions seem  to  share  this  common  element  of  felt  social  solidarity.  The 
spirits  (of  ancestors  or  of  wine)  are  invoked  in  rituals  of  collective  re- 
vival, for  war  or  for  other  life  crises. 

(:5)  Scott  Buchanan,  in  a now  inaccessible  paper,  analyzed  the  reinte- 
grative  and  therapeutic  values  of  religious  rituals.  He  had  been  studying 
the  psychological  exercises  worked  out  by  Pere  Gratry  and  Mary  Boole 
for  creative,  problem  solving  meditation,  which  are  comparable  with  the 
discipline  of  silent  meetings  analyzed  in  the  Quaker  literature. 

(.})  Very  similar  to  the  "participation  mystique"  of  Levy-Bruhl  is  the 
sort  of  alleged  identification  between  self,  folk,  and  nature  in  ancient 
peasant  communities  which  Baker  Brownell  once  called  true  religion.'*- 

(5)  John  Dewey''*  declared  that  religions  (in  the  sense  of  theologies, 
sects,  and  ecclesiasticisms)  are  the  enemy  of  the  religious  {i.e.,  the  spon- 
taneous orientation  or  way  of  life  in  which  the  unitary  bonds  of  nature, 
including  human  nature,  are  felt). 

The  religious  is  “morality  touched  by  emotion”  only  when  the  ends  of 
moral  conviction  arouse  emotions  that  are  not  only  intense  but  are 
actuated  and  supported  by  ends  so  inclusive  that  they  unify  the  self.  . . . 
.\ccording  to  the  best  authorities,  “religion”  comes  from  a root  that 
means  being  bound  or  tied  . . . The  religious  attitude  signifies  some- 
thing that  is  bound  through  imagination  to  a general  attitude.  . . . 
Whatever  introduces  genuine  perspective  is  religious. 

The  things  in  civilization  we  most  prize  are  not  of  ourselves.  They 
exist  by  grace  of  tbe  doings  and  sufferings  of  the  continuous  human 
community  in  which  we  are  a link.^'* 

(6)  The  conversion,  in  recent  years,  of  a considerable  number  of 
prominent  “successful  intellectuals”  to  Catholicism,  or  near-Catholicism 
has  attracted  attention:  e.g.,  Heywood  Broun,  T.  S.  Eliot,  Ruth  Reed, 
Clare  Luce,  etc.''*^  Relief  from  personal  tensions  of  individualism  and 
incompletion  may  be  a factor.  Solidarity,  continuity,  security,  unanimity, 

^'Earth  is  Enough,  Harper  and  Brothers,  New  York,  1933,  passim.  Cf.  Baker  Brownell’s 
contribution  to  this  symposium,  Chapter  XXXII. 

Common  Faith,  Yale  University  Press,  New  Haven,  1934,  pp.  1-28. 

^^Ihid.,  pp.  22-2.^,  87. 

®^C/.  Dorothy  Tliompson,  "Recent  Conversions,"  The  Commonweal , XLIII,  24.  March 
29,  1946,  p.  597. 
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seem  to  be  major  inducements.  .Recent  editorials  and  feature  articles  in 
Life  and  Time  call  for  revival  of  religious  faith  as  salvation  from  cyni- 
cism, reuniter  of  humanity,  restorer  of  national  and  international  confi- 
dence, etc. 

(7)  There  has  been  a noticeable  increase  in  The  Society  of  Friends, 
and  in  public  respect  and  attention  for  their  ways  of  life  and  worship. 

(8)  Whitehead  identifies  God  as  the  syncretic  principle,  or  cosmic 
binder  without  which  the  space-time  manifold  would  fly  into  ultimate 
particles  like  an  infinite  chain  reaction,  and  be  incomprehensible  sub- 
jectively. 

(9)  In  Eugen  Rosenstock-Huessy’s'"'  gospel  of  Christian  rebellion 
against  things  as  they  are,  one  finds  gropings  for  the  communal  as  against 
the  separative  aspects  of  men’s  possibilities. 

(to)  For  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  the  essential  quality  of  sinning  was 
the  separativeness  of  the  act;  the  self-contained  and  concomitant  penalty 
was  the  resulting  isolation  of  the  offender-victim.’”  Underlying  separa- 
tism, the  sin  of  the  Adversary,  is  the  ambivalence  of  pride  and  fear:  the 
arrogating  of  self-sufficiency  and  the  projection  of  similar  “guilty”  mo- 
tives to  others  of  whom  one  is  then  afraid. 

(11)  Reinhold  Niebuhr’s  doctrine  of  history  is  congruous  at  this  point: 
original  sin  is  men’s  assumption  that  they  can  “go  it  alone,”  and  the 
world’s  successive  conquerors  have  each  fallen  for  it.^® 

(12)  Everett  Clinchy  recently  discussed  the  relations  of  religions  to 
divisive  ethnic  prejudices  as  based  upon  the  sin  of  bigotry,  and  suggests 
that  the  achievement  of  love  is  based  on  the  will  to  understand.  “The  sin 
of  man  lies  in  his  idolatry,  either  consciously  or  sub-consciously  making 
himself,  his  culture  group,  his  race,  God.”'“* 

There  are  those  who  sense  religion  and  “the  meaning  of  God  in  his- 
tory” as  man’s  quest  for  and  approach  toward  a supreme  spirit,  i.e„  an 
ultimate  power  to  value  experience:  to  know  and  to  will  relative  good 
versus  relative  evil,  and  to  act  accordingly.  From  this  viewpoint,  “sin” 
is  the  narrowing  of  focus,  the  conscious  regression  to  or  “guilty”  recogni- 
tion of  neurotic  patterns  of  wish  versus  con.science,  or  self  versus  “super- 

^^Thc  Christian  Pii/iire;  or  The  Modern  Mind  Outrun,  Charles  Scribner’s  Sons.  New 
York,  1946,  passim. 

^‘Heaven  and  Its  Wonders  and  Hell  § § 506.  556-565  (Rotch  Etl.),  Massachusetts  New 
Church  Union,  Ik)ston.  1906.  pp.  363-364. 

^^Beyond  Tragedy,  Charles  Scribner’.s  Sons,  New  York.  1937.  pp-  295-296. 

®^‘'Thc  EfTorc  of  Organized  Religion,"  Annals  of  The  American  Academy  of  Political 
and  Social  Science.  CCXLIVh  March.  1946,  pp.  130-131. 
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ego”  or  "law,”  such  as  Paul  described  in  the  sevemli  chapter  of  Romans. 
Salvation,  surcease  of  the  conflict,  comes  through  repentance  and  the  ac- 
ceptance of  divine  inspiration,  the  holy  spirit.  Henry  Neumann  once 
said,  “Spirit  is  the  power  to  value.”  The  “holy”  spirit  would  be  the  feel- 
ing of  wholeness  or  solidarity,  the  broader  perspective  or  synoptic  in- 
sight, the  sympathetic  understanding,  of  so-called  “brotherly  love.” 

It  is  obvious,  however,  that  .some  persons’  god,  who  is  not  of  truly 
catholic  scope,  cannot  serve  the  function  suggested  by  Clinchy,  but  rather 
is  the  Anti-Christ  in  God’s  guise,  the  spirit  of  pride,  tension,  competition, 
frustration,  rebellion,  division,  and  reciprocal  destruction. 

D.  Ideological  and  Organizational 

(1)  The  doctrines  or  movement  called  the  “distributive  economy”  are 
a protest  against  the  segmentation  of  personalities  by  modern  metropoli- 
tan life,  and  an  effort  to  restore  the  alleged  “wholesomeness”  of  small 
communities.  Under  this  head  one  may  place  Arthur  Morgan’s''"  studies, 
organization,  and  experimental  community;  Baker  Brownell’s  “Mon- 
tana Study”;  Ralph  Borsodi’s'"  escape  from  the  city  if  not  from  tech- 
nology; Frank  Lloyd  Wright’s  visions;  Black  Mountain,  Pocono,  Com- 
monwealth, Marlboro,  and  other  pioneer  colleges  and  so-called  folk 
schools'-  at  least  in  their  origins;  Rosenstock’s  Camp  William  James  at 
Tunbridge,  Vermont.'*"  Doubtless  similar  cravings  and  satisfactions 
were  elements  in  the  earlier  religious  and  utopian  colonies  scattered  over 
our  map. 

(2)  Brownell  has  described  Granville  Hicks’  exodus  from  metropolis 
to  The  Small  Town'^  in  the  following  terms: 

The  book  is  this  question:  Flow  can  we  find  a way  of  life  where  the 
true  community,  the  folk,  and  free  men  can  live  without  repudiating  the 
advantages  of  modern  technological  and  administrative  techniques? 

. . . The  book  turns  about  the  modern  dilemma  of  mind  and  /o/y^,  their 
relationship,  their  conflict,  and  the  sterility  of  the  one  without  the  other. 

^^TJtc  Srmitl  Conimraiily,  Harper  and  Brnthens,  New  York,  1942. 

^'Orir  U^ly  Ciriliztaion,  Harper  and  lirothcr.-:,  New  York,  1933. 

■*2Thc  authentic  Folk  Schools  (in  contrn.st  to  the  synthetic)  do  not  have  to  seek  the  com- 
munity spirit,  they  already  have  crncrpetl  in  that  folk  milieu  and  seem  to  lire  it. 

^^Stuart  Cha.se,  “Young  Men  in  Tunbridge,"  Snn’cy  Gniphic,  XXXI,  5,  May,  t9^3,  pp. 
229-233. 

■’■‘Granville  Hicks.  The  Snrull  Town,  The  Macmillan  Company,  New  York,  1946,  re- 
viewed by  Raker  Brownell,  Surrey  Gniphic,  XXXVl,  June,  1947,  pp.  357-35H. 
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(3)  The  cult  of  the  simple  life  by  rustication  was  made  famous  bv 
Charles  Wagncrd”  Similar  motives  must  often  have  moved  the  members 
of  monastic  orders  and  tbe  religious  hermits  (for  whom  there  was  the 
communion  of  the  saints).  On  their  negative  side  these  and  other  retreats, 
such  as  Sigtuna  of  the  Neo-Lutherans  in  Sweden,  are  withdrawals  from 
the  competitive  stre,sses  of  the  World,  the  Flesh,  and  the  Devil,  into  inte- 
grated and  protective  groups.  On  the  positive  side  they  often  encouraged 
personal  reintegration  and  released  creativeness. 

(4)  Again  we  find  a psychiatrist,  Fdclen  McClean,'*''  attributing  Amer- 
icans' romanticized  stereotypes  of  “backward"  peoples  as  projections  of 
repressed  wishes  for  uninhibited  sociality,  supposedly  attainable  by  re- 
gression to  na'ive  biological  and  cultural  levels  (Polynesia,  Caribbean, 
Shangri-la) . Such  needs  for  escape  are  felt  by  those  under  the  frustrations, 
anxieties,  and  strains  of  cultural  or  superego  demands  of  status-main- 
tenance, competitive  egotism,  and  arbitrary  moral  individualism. 

(5)  Earlier  stages  of  the  Youth  Movement  in  Europe  protested  the 
divisive  hypocrisies  and  mask  fronts  of  morally  and  politically  regi- 
mented “adult”  life.  They  called  for  “individual”''^  self-expression,  but 
it  was  integrity  ratber  than  separatism  they  sought;  they  apparently  got 
much  basic  satisfaction  from  collective  loyalty  to  leaders,  from  mutual 
trust,  from  mass  gatherings,  and  from  spontaneous  group  feeling.'*® 

(6)  “Escape  from  freedom,”  according  to  Erich  Fromm, occurs 
through  fear  of  further  competitive  responsibility  felt  by  increasingly  ex- 
posed individuals  under  increasing  moral  and  competitive  pressures.  (“I 
used  to  love  to  see  and  choose  my  path — but  now.  Lead  Thou  me  on.”) 
Most  significant  is  Fromm’s  recognition  of  the  wide  spread  of  reaction 
from  individual  responsibility  under  conditions  hopeless  for  many,  and 
his  presentation  of  voluntary  “democratic”  cooperation  as  a positive  al- 

'^''The  Simple  Life  (Mary  L.  Hcndcc.  Tr.),  McClure,  Phillips,  New  York,  lyoi. 

■**^“Psychoclynamic  Factors  in  Racial  Relations,”  Annuh  of  The  AmcrUan  Academy  of 
Political  and  Social  Science,  CCXLIV,  March,  1946,  p.  165. 

^'Thc  word  individual  is  misleading.  Individualism  is  divisive,  hut  if  all  were  con- 
sidered as  individualitic.s,  instead  of  being  labeled  into  allegedly  different  and  divisive 
groups,  it  would  enable  us  to  see  overall  likcnes.sc.s,  and  all  individuals  could  interact  freely 
with  all  others.  Doctor  Lowic  brings  this  out  in  Chapter  IX. 

■‘•‘‘C/.  Howard  Becker,  German  Youth:  Bond  or  Free,  Oxford  University  Press.  New 
York.  1946. 

^^Eicape  from  Freedom.  Farrar  and  Rinehart,  New  York,  1941. 

•'’’‘’“Lead  Kindly  Light,”  James  Cardinal  Newman.  Cf.  section  C,  6,  supra. 
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ternative  to  submissive  abdication  under  brute  power.  The  wide  vogue 
of  his  book  and  acceptance  of  his  interpretations  is  corroboration  that 
people  are  ripe  for  a new  ethos. 

(7)  Doctor  Finer  in  Chapter  I says  that  people  of  a given  society  get 
their  sense  of  identity  as  a people  from  Place  or  from  Grace.  He  might 
have  added  Race:  "Blut  und  Boden"  are  sacred  and  solidary  social  sym- 
bols. Doctor  Finer  chooses  the  theological  term  Grace  to  characterize  not 
geographic  or  biologic  unity  but  the  satisfying  feeling  of  being  collec- 
tively sanctioned,  sanctified,  and  saved. 

(8)  Dictatorships  have  revealed  the  dillcrence  between  domination 
and  true  leadership,  as  distinguished  by  Paul  Pigors,'’'^  in  that  they  offer 
a hierarchy  of  irresponsible  personal  power  and  submission  rather  than 
of  democrative  mutual  responsibility.  For  military  or  repressive  or  ex- 
ploitive purposes  “naked  Power”®-  has  controlled  larger  units  than  does 
cooperative  democracy  so  far,  but  it  is  less  stable  and  it  wastes  as  much 
in  suppression  as  it  gains  in  “efficiency.” 

The  “solidarity”  of  a totalitarianism  is  not  organic,  but  additive.  It  pro- 
ceeds from  pressure,  not  from  growth;  from  without  rather  than  from 
within.  It  ties  up  rather  than  releases  energies.  Social  solidity  based  on 
centralization  and  robot  discipline  or  fear  is  actually  divisive  of  person- 
ality.  It  uses  only  parts  of  those  who  participate  and  suppresses  the  rest 
of  the  personality.  Decentralization,  in  turn,  is  not  necessarily  partitive  in 
its  effects  on  personality  but  encourages  free  interaction.  Integration  of 
whole  personalities  in  communal  unities  tends  to  develop  best  in  face  to 
face  groups.®'' 

(9)  The  Middle  Ages  were  no  utopia,  but  historians  seem  agreed  that 
there  was  much  less  person  to  person  competition,  much  more  group 
solidarity  then  than  after  the  rise  of  individualism.  Guilds  may  have  been 
idealized — but  if  so,  that  in  itself  is  evidence  of  wishful  projection  of  a 
felt  need  for  the  mutualism  imputed  to  them. 

(to)  The  Consumers’  Cooperative  Movement  has  not  survived  and 
grown  merely  on  the  basis  of  utility  for  Economic  Men.  Essential  to  its 
success  is  the  idea,  the  attitude,  and  the  practice  of  cooperativeness.  Com- 

Leadership  or  Domination,  Houghton  Mifflin  Company,  Boston.  1935. 

■'’“BcTirancl  Russel),  Power:  A Social  Analysis,  Norton  and  Company,  New  York,  1938. 

Mary  FollcU,  Creative  Experience,  Longmans,  Green  and  Company,  New  York, 
192.1,  p.  197;  cf.  also  The  New  State,  Longmans,  Green  and  Company,  New  York,. 
1918. 
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niunal  face  to  face  activities  of  recreation,  mutual  confidence,  and  service 
arc  typically  included  in  cooperative  programs  and  give  to  cooperatives 
much  of  their  characteristic  flavor  and  appeal. 

(11)  Mary  Folletf’’''  and  Neva  Boyd  are  among  those  who  have  im- 
puted to  intimate  groups  such  as  clubs,  conferences,  committees,  an 
entity  beyond  that  of  the  selves  that  compose  them.  One  suspects  that  this 
.so-called  '‘group-fallacy”"''  which  tends  to  attribute  an  independent  self- 
hood spirit  to  a group  or  crowd,  has  its  objective  basis  in  the  emergence, 
under  collective  stimuli  and  interaction,  of  capacities  in  the  nervous  sys- 
tem for  joint  action,  feeling,  or  thought  (creative  or  otherwise),  which 
in  a .sense  “were  not  there”  before  the  group  gathered.  The  creativeness 
of  group  e.xperience  is  fn/ercreation  when  considered  interpersonally, 
/nrracreation  when  considered  as  groupal.  Confidence  or  mutual  good 
will  is  the  condition  of  its  operation. 

(12)  Neva  Boyd''“  and  her  disciples,  experts  in  group  work  with  clubs, 
recreational  groups,  etc.,  claim  that  solidarity  emerges  spontaneously 
through  interaction  in  joint  projects  and  is  spoiled  by  competitive  re- 
wards. 

There  is  said  to  be  a noticeable  contrast  between  Ru.ssian  “Pioneer” 
groups,  who  are  rewarded  for  group  service  to  the  community  or  Plan, 
and  American  “Scouts,”  who  are  rewarded,  chiefly,  for  individual  skills. 

Native  social  appreciation  of  the  immediate,  spontaneous  sort  is  not 
a matter  of  acute  conscious  attention.  While  persons  showing  or  experi- 
encing it  may  be  actively  conscious  about  their  collective  objectives,  the 
element  of  spontaneity  in  their  good  will  would  be  vitiated  by  sophisti- 
cation: the  motivation  itself,  pri.stine,  remains  on  what  .'Vlfred  Korzybski 
would  call  the  non-verbal  level."’ 

(13)  Frankwood  Williams,"*  observing  not  ruthless,  cynical  officials 
of  a police  state  but  the  common  people  of  Russia,  1925,  attributed  the 
comparative  shortage  of  mental  diseases  to  a cultural  situation  in  which 
reduced  competition  and  apparent  assurance  of  economic  security,  with 

New  State,  pp.  19-92:  Creative  Experience,  p.  197. 

*'•'■(7/.  Floyd  Henry  AHport,  Institutional  Behavior.  University  of  North  Carolina  Press. 
Ch.npd  Hill,  1933. 

*'®“Pl;iy  .IS  a Unique  Discipline”  and  other  mimeographed  materials,  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity Group  Work  Associates  (n.d.).  Cj.  also  Joshua  L.  Licbman.  Newer  Trends  in 
Croup  IVorh,  Association  Press,  New  York,  1938. 

^“Cf.  Science  and  Sanity  (and  cd.).  International  Non-Aristotelian  Library  Publishing 
Co.  (Science  Prc.ss),  Lancaster,  19.JI,  pp.  416-417. 

^*‘Kussia,  Youth,  and  the  Present  Day  ll'orld,  Farrar  and  Rjnehart.  New  ^ork.  I954* 
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general  confidence  in  shared  cooperative  goals,  seemed  to  give  people 
emotional  security;  and  in  which  undivided  allegiances,  together  with 
a less  repressive  morality,  reduced  neurotic  conflicts  hetween  ego  and 
superego  complexes.  (That  was  twenty-one  years  ago,  and  “twenty-one 
years  is  a mighty  long  time!") 

(14)  Gandhi's  ahimsa,  translated  “harmlessness,”  is  said  by  his  fol- 
lowers to  convey  a far  more  positive  meaning.  If  one  can  judge  by  con- 
text, however,  it  means  at  least  a withdrawal  from  the  Occidental  com- 
petitive techniques  and  internecine  attitudes.”” 

(15)  The  craving  for  solidarity  through  homogeneity  is  seen  in  the 
doctrine  of  the  “melting  pot” — that  out  of  the  contact  and  competition 
of  cultures  the  "best”  will  survive  and  merge  and  produce  a superior, 
unanimous,  and  patriotic  American  community.  A variant  on  Israel 
Zangwill’s””  theme  was  Horace  Kallen’s”'  doctrine  of  the  orchestration 
of  many  cultures,  into  symphony  rather  than  unison;  but  an  underlying 
capacity  and  will  for  harmony  is  assumed  in  both  metaphors.  Cultural 
consensus,  through  a voluntary  “uniting  of  native  and  foreign  born”  was 
contrasted  by  Allen  Burns””  with  “-ization,”  i.e.,  inculcation  of  super- 
ficial conformity  to  a dominant  culture  under  pressure. 

(16)  In  the  magazine  Common  Ground,  Carey  McWilliams””  quotes 
from  John  Collier's  introduction  to  a pamphlet  on  “action  research” 

Men  cannot  live  without  a feeling — some  kind  of  feeling — of  belong- 
ingness, of  power.  When  belongingness,  power,  wholeness,  are  unattain- 
able in  the  work  sphere,  in  the  political  sphere,  in  the  lapsed  local 
community,  on  any  line  truthful  and  benign,  then  inevitably  the  remain- 
ing possible  ways  to  attain  these  essential  ingredients  are  resorted  to.  Most 
of  these  other  available  ways — drink,  obsessive  pursuit  of  sex,  spectator- 
sportsmanship — are  of  a rather  neutral  significance,  mere  dissolutive 
substitutes  for  the  spiritual  nurture  that  our  age  denies  its  men  and 
women.  But  very  wide  in  the  world  today  is  another  substitute,  group- 

Haridas  Thakorclas  Muzumdar,  Gandhi  rersus  the  Empire,  Universal  Publi.shing 
Company.  New  York,  1932. 

^'*The  Melting  Pot,  The  Macmillan  Company,  New  York.  1909,  pp.  198-200. 

'‘'“Democracy  versus  the  Melting  Pol,"  The  Nation,  C,  February  18  and  25,  1915,  pp. 
190-19.},  217-220,  [C/,  Stewart  G.  Cole's  discussion  of  the  “melting  pot,"  Chapter 
X.\X1X,  11,  B.l 

"-“Americanization — True  and  False,"  City  Club  Bulletin,  Chicago,  circa  1920. 

""“Round-Up,"  Common  Ground,  VII,  Summer,  19,17,  P-  Dt- 

®'M.  A.  C,  Dobbs,  Operational  Research  and  Action  Research,  Institute  of  Ethnic  Affairs, 
Washington,  1947. 
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ings  of  hate,  groupings  of  fear,  groupings  of  scorn;  the  fascisms  which 
threaten  all  our  remaining  hopes.  To  recapture  for  human  effort — for 
human  life — the  master  quality,  the  supremely  necessary  ingredient,  of 
wholeness:  this  is  the  overriding  task  of  the  epoch  of  revolution  which  is 
upon  us. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  certain  of  the  examples  above  recited  will  prove 
on  closer  analysis  to  be  not  representative  of  the  pattern.  It  is  hoped  that 
they  may  be  discarded  without  impairing  the  general  theory  presented. 
Many  of  the  examples  have  come  to  hand  since  starting  this  paper,  many 
continue  to  appear,  and  many  doubtless  are  occurring  to  readers  of  the 
paper. 

In  all  of  this  array,  the  participant  experience  is  contrasted  with  the 
partitive  experience,  the  solidary  with  the  separate  or  segmental.  Men 
have  shown  their  felt  need  for  mutualism  and  community,  and  have 
sought  it,  however  speciously,  in  isolation;  in  submission  to  territorial 
and  dynastic  nationalisms;  in  racial  and  ideological  totalitarianisms;  in 
small  “sacred”  communities,  retreats,  and  colonies;  in  credal  sects,  fanatic 
cults,  or  inclusive  ecclesiasticisms;  or  in  mythic  fantasies  of  solidarity  and 
native  bliss.  Few  have  found  any  valid  and  durable  alternative  way  of 
combining  community  with  freedom,  but  the  point  is  that  men  persist 
in  the  quest  for  such  a way. 


II 

Wherever  men  of  good  will  go  over  the  planet,  by  some  freemasonry 
of  the  spirit  they  discover  and  recognize  and  are  accepted  by  their  kind 
and  trust  each  other.  Kipling’s  less  quoted  lines  are: 

“But  there  is  neither  East  nor  West,  Border,  nor  Breed  nor  Birth, 

When  two  strong  men  stand  face  to  face,  though  they  come  from  the 
ends  of  the  earth!”“^ 

It  has  been  the  universal  experience  of  persons  of  good  will  that  in 
every  walk  of  life  there  are  trustworthy  friends  who  respond  to  trusting 
friends.  If  one  cannot  trust  people  one  probably  is  not  trusted,  and  should 
search  his  heart  to  see  if  there  be  in  him  any  way  derived  from  the  per- 
vasive culture  of  partitioned  egos. 

History  has  many  an  example  of  dominant  cultural  controls  secretly 
resisted  and  outlived  by  more  or  less  organized  “Undergrounds."  pre- 

'^'■''Thc  Bnllad  of  East  anti  West,"  Departmental  Ditties,  1S89. 
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condition  of  contact  and  continuity  for  all  such  groups  has  been  a vivid 
conception  of  a common  cause  and  of  consensus  or  homogeneity  of 
values. 

Most  such  resistance  movements  arc  irresponsible  and  ruthless.  One 
may  also  conceive  the  role  of  a non-violent,  friendly  “underground,”  un- 
hated because  unhating,  because  without  fear;  cooperating  with  good 
will  wherever  it  appears,  resisting  only  hate  and  selfishness,  not  the  hater 
or  the  aggressor. 

There  is  evidence  that,  even  under  totalitarian  government,  sincere 
friendliness  and  outgiving  spontaneity  and  native  selflessness  can  sur- 
vive— with  or  without  protective  coloring.  Observation  seems  to  confirm 
factually  a perennial  quest  by  people  of  this  type  (and  by  its  genotype 
thwarted  in  the  psyche  of  each  of  us)  for  ways  of  life  which  will  realize 
the  Integral  aspect  of  human  nature.  The  wider  sharing  of  this  vision  or 
gestalt — or  dynamic  myth,  if  you  like — may  give  to  increasing  thousands 
the  faith  that  maizes  them  whole  with  their  l{ind  to  replace  the  fear  that 
makes  them  partitive  atomistic  monads  and  thwarted  egocentrics  or 
ethnocentrics. 

The  thesis  of  this  paper,  which  remains  speculative  and  wishful  hy- 
pothesis, is  that  even  if  our  children'  are  doomed  to  live  under  a police 
state  if  they  survive,  those  who  still  seek  the  kingdom  (or  rather  the 
democracy)  of  heaven  may  learn  to  cultivate  it  even  in  this  hell  on  earth, 
and  to  recognize  and  stimulate  it  in  others,  and  to  conspire  with  such 
others  in  good  will  rather  than  ill  will.  Such  an  “underground”  may  sur- 
vive the  new  militarism  as  it  has  the  old:  enduring  all  things.  It  abides.'’ 


Ill 

To  the  e.vtent  that  social  scientists  are  the  Cassandras  of  current  history 
they  can  at  best  say,  after  the  event,  “I  told  you  .so.”  At  worst,  they  will 
be  destroyed  (along  with  their  predictions  and  those  to  whom  they  pre- 

t*Commcnt  by  Gottfried  Salomon  Dclatour: 

Do  wc  learn  from  history.:*  Wc  could  find  that  the  question  of  retreat  from  the  world  is 
in  times  of  the  grc.at  migrations  only  one  possible  escape  for  a new  “underground."  There 
is  no  doubt  that  nor  only  philosophy,  hut  science  itself  is  unintelligible  for  the  common 
man,  and  on  the  other  side,  that  the  leaders  of  the  common  man  abuse  ideas  os  weapons. 
The  devil  cites  science  as  well  as  scripture.  Why  do  wc  not,  therefore,  say  frankly  in  an 
esprit  tie  corps  that  esoteric  thought  is  needed  and  that  the  whole  process  of  sedimentation 
or  popularization  is  always  a devaluation?  We  are  confusing  values  and  acceptance,  because 
wc  arc  iinpaticnt  and  ask  for  immediate  apjilicability. 
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diet)  by  the  bombs  and/or  by  tbc  police  state  which  they  foresee.  Their 
only  chance  is  to  prtjphesy  in  the  mood  of  Jeremiah,  in  the  hope  that,  if 
they  are  listened  to,  their  predictions  (predicated  on  the  assumption  that 
they  will  be  ignored)  actually  will  produce  compensatory  offsets  in  world 
behavior  sufficient  to  prove  themselves  “wrong.” 

Last  fall  the  writer  predicted  that  the  Four  Horsemen  are  already 
riding,  that  men  cannot  or  will  not  be  reeducated  in  time  to  accept  One 
World,  and  that  we  face  extermination  and/or  the  police  state.  But  one 
may  also  predict  that,  if  there  be  survivors,  the  capacity  and  need  and 
vision  and  practice  of  good  will  will  also  persist  and  recur  and  resist  and 
rebound.  Grass  roots  organization  of  men  and  women  of  good  will  can 
outlast  the  holocaust. 

Jane  Addams  once  published  a little  volume  entitled  The  Excellent 
Becomes  the  Permanent!’"  Biblical  scholars  refer  to  the  “doctrine  of  the 
remnant” — the  successive  elimination  of  iniquitous  majorities  falling  by 
the  wayside  of  Hebrew  history,  with  salvation  or  perpetuity  for  the 
chosen  few,  the  just  men.  Tolstoi''^  contrasted  the  perennial  alarums 
and  excursions  of  internecine  wars  with  the  patient  survival  of  the  eternal 
peasant — “Ivan  the  Fool.”  Even  H.  G.  Wells  in  his  Outline  of  History"" 
contrasted  the  kaleidoscopic  history  of  egotic  wars  with  cooperative  cul- 
tural achievements.  Years  before  the  atomic  bomb  it  was  Wells  who  de- 
fined the  situation-process  of  the  past  and  the  future  as  a race  between 
education  and  catastrophe. 

One  senses  a common  theme;  a germinal  plasma  persisting  in  and  per- 
during  the  vicissitudes  of  feuds,  wars,  class  struggles,  personal  rivalry, 
and  strain.  By  assembling  sufficient  evidences  of  the  innate  sociality  of 
our  common  humanity,  and  of  the  widespread  craving  for  its  realization, 
psychological  and  social  scientists  may  be  able  to  give  new  faith  and  rein- 
forced predictive  assumptions.  By  “action  research”'"'  methods  it  may 
prove  possible  to  make  new' converts.  Some  day  the  social  faith  may  be 
sufficiently  realized  in  enough  people  to  pass  a critical  point  of  societal 

®*'Thc  Macmillan  Company,  New  York.  193a. 

^~Completc  Worlds  of  Leo  Tolstoi,  XII  (Leo  W'icner,  Tr.).  Dana.  Estes,  Boston. 
190.}.  pp,  .}Hi-519;  cf.  also  Wagner,  op.  cit.  supra:  pp.  117-119. 

'''‘The  Macmillan  Company,  London.  1920. 

“•'C/.  Ronald  Lippittand  Marian  Radke,  "New  Trends  in  the  Investigation  of  Prejudice.*' 
Annals  0}  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  CCXLIV'.  March.  1946, 
pp.  172-176. 
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conversion:  to  start  a chain  reaction,  fissioning  and  fusing  su|iposcclly 
indivisible  “individuals,"  even  as  atoms  arc  broken  down  and  recom- 
bined. In  losing  the  individual  selves,  men  may  rediscover  the  souls  they 
lost  in  “gaining  the  whole  world.” 


IV 

The  perspective  of  history  can  be  viewed  through  n -T  i lenses.  Each 
lens  will  reveal  different  tints  and  configurations.  Such  gestalts  as  are  per- 
ceived are  obviously  not  the  total  mass  of  human  events;  they  are  repre- 
sentations and  projections.  They  are  myths,  blending  in  a continuum 
into  philosophies  of  history;  they  are  men’s  efforts  to  “see  life  steadily  and 
see  it  whole,”  in  order  to  accommodate  their  own  behavior  to  emerging 
experiences  in  some  manner  tolerable  to  body-mind.  This  “wholeness” 
of  philosophy,  however,  consists  of  some  unity  and  relative  stability,  dis- 
covered and  achieved  through  selection  and  abstraction,  thus  sacrificing 
that  other  “wholeness”  {viz.,  all-ness  or  complete  inclusiveness).  The 
clarity  of  oversimplification  lures  minds  which  crave  security  and  econ- 
omy of  attention,  but  it  imposes  itself  by  ignoring  or  repressing  the  “ir- 
relevant” or  even  inconsistent  portions  of  the  historic  panorama.’"  In 
this  panorama  a new  lens  or  fresh  insight  may  reveal  other  previously  un- 
suspected cross  threads  and  lines  and  patterns  of  potential  continuity, 
recurrence,  or  predictability. 

Such  visions  of  the  past  are  doubtless  affected  by  the  seer’s  inner  needs. 
Wishful  thinking  rationalizes  history  and  molds  it  more  nearly  to  men’s 
fancy — by  elimination  of  the  incompatible,  if  not  by  positive  hallucina- 
tion. The  myth,  then,  has  its  pragmatic  test  as  a working  definition  of 
the  current  and  emerging  situation-process:  if  it  seems  to  solve  problems; 
if  as  a map  it  seems  thus  to  represent  the  territory  by  getting  one  to  de- 
sired destinations;  if  a pattern,  extrapolated  or  projected  into  the  future, 
points  to  the  land  of  promise  and  releases  energies  from  anxieties; — then, 
and  to  that  extent,  it  tends  to  be  accepted  as  truth.  Thurman  Arnold” 
points  out  that  the  nineteenth  century  operated  on  the  myth  of  Com- 
petitive Man,  and  proposes  the  equally  approximate  but  potentially  po- 
tent alternate  myth  of  Cooperative  Man. 

"‘’As  Korzybski  might  say,  the  map  is  confused  with  the  territory.  A given  territory 
may  be  remapped  for  n i purposes. 

'^Thc  Symbols  of  CovernmciU , Yale  University  Press,  New  Maven,  1935,  pp.  259-271. 
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V 

The  cultural  inertia,  the  “cake  of  custom,”  the  organized  ethos,  are 
hard  to  break,  as  many  an  impatient  revolutionist  from  Ikhnaton  to 
Stalin  has  demonstrated.  On  the  other  hand,  the  rapidity  with  which 
certain  dominant  culture  complexes  have  dissolved  is  encouraging. 
Witchcraft,  slavery,  the  flat  earth — these  are  cases  in  point.  Racism  and 
nationalism  may  be  nearer  to  their  liquidation  than  their  current  rein- 
forcements seem  to  show. 

Edward  Haskell  has  compared  the  world  situation  to  those  trick  pic- 
tures in  which,  for  example,  the  configuration  of  mottled  leaves  con- 
ceals/reveals some  creature;  or  to  the  trick  diagrams  in  which  perspec- 
tive is  reversible.  At  first  the  observer  sees  in,  or  into,  tbe  picture  only 
tbe  overt  meaning  most  familiar;  then  there  is  a flash  of  insight,  and  it 
is  hard  to  see  anything  but  the  second  picture.  The  world  has  been  seen 
as  tribes,  races,  nations,  blocs,  conflicting  groups,  and  competing  persons. 
Global  transport  and  radio  emerge.  Suddenly  one  sees  the  planet  as  One 
World,’-  and  it  can  never  look  the  same  again : Earth  is  Our  Habitat. 

This  type  of  sudden  insight  or  in-visioning,  like  all  perception,  has 
in  it  a predictive  implication  and  a dynamic  quality.  It  affects  also  be- 
havior in  the  situation,  and  therefore  affects  the  total  situation-process  as 
it  emerges — whether  creatively  or  destructively.  As  a predictive  assump- 
tion’® such  an  insight  introduces  a new  factor  into  the  event,  which  may 
rouse  counter-compensatory  acts,  or  may  corroborate  itself  by  reinforce- 
ment of  the  pattern. 

Like  conversions,  which  mystics  have  compared  to  dropping  of  a 
burden,  sudden  insights  may  release  major  energies  and  latent  behavior. 
The  iceberg,  melted  from  beneath,  suddenly  flops  after  long  seeming 
stability. 

There  is,  said  someone,  one  thing  which  nothing  can  stop:  viz.,  an  idea 
whose  time  has  come. 

If,  as  most  of  us  would  agree,  the  human  society  has  been  “sick””  for 

'-C/.  H.  G.  Wells,  Outline  of  History,  ed.  at.,  pp.  v-vi,  Wells  did  much  to  popularize 
the  idea;  Wendell  Willkic  popularized  the  phrase. 

“^Cf.  ‘‘Reactions  to  Predictive  .‘X.-iSumptions,"  American  Sociological  Ret  ietc.  II.  .\ugust, 
19,^7.  PP- 508-517. 

'■‘Lawrence  K.  Frank,  “Society  as  the  Patient,"  American  fournal  of  Sociology.  XLII. 
November.  1936,  March,  1937,  pp.  335“344.  718-719:  also  Burrow,  op.  cit. 
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a long,  long  time,  new  insight  may  do  what  it  often  does  for  the  indi- 
vidual psychopath.  In  personal  psychopathology,  the  patient  is  experi- 
encing misery  without  insight  into  the  sources  of  conflicts  whicli  produce 
this  misery.  The  new  insight  comes  from  super-sight,  that  is,  the  seer’s 
ability  to  stand  off  or  up  and  look  otter,  around,  beyond  the  current  scene; 
to  observe  from  a new  vantage  point  rather  than  be  sunk  as  a myopic 
participant  of  the  narrower  situation.  The  new  in-sight,  by  adding  a new 
out-loo\  or  dimension  to  the  perspective,  enlarges  the  dynamic  field  or 
situation  process  in  which  the  person  operates,  and  enables  him  to  view 
more  objectively  the  divisive  conflicts  in  which  his  energies  had  been 
monopolized.  Seeing  his  conflicts  objectively  in  new  perspective,  he  reacts 
newly  toward  his  conflicts,  and  the  conflicts  themselves  are  no  longer  the 
same:  they  may  vanish,  and  release  the  energies  previously  drained  into 
them  to  maintain  the  tensions.  Problems  are  solved,  dissolved,  or  dis- 
missed.”^ For  the  “psychopathic”  patient,  such  a process  is  called  therapy; 
for  the  “sinner,”  conversion.  In  cultural  crises  or  depressions  it  is  called 
leadership,  revolution,  renaissance,  or  revelation. 

“Where  there  is  no  vision,  the  people  perish.”^® 

VI 

The  basic  conditions  for  the  atrophy  of  cultural  structures  based  on 
competion,  conflict,  class,  and  ego,  and  for  the  efflorescence  of  spontane- 
ous good  will,  are  probably  those  of  relative  plenty  and  security,  through 
either  abundant  sources  of  energy  or  control  of  fertility. 

Nuclear  physics  offers  the  possibility  of  both.  It  also  offers  universal 
annihilation  or  universal  dominance  and  oppression.  Until  the  obsolete 
forms,  anacbronistic  ideologies,  and  atavistic  mentalities  distorting  the 
configuration  of  the  present  political  financial  world  are  superseded,  the 
chief  duty  of  men  of  good  will  is  to  survive,  and  to  bring  up  children  of 
good  will  and  good  skill,  able  in  turn  to  recognize  their  kind  and  to  work 
with  them.  We  must  “hang- on”  with  dogged  faith  that  “society  as  the 
patient”  will  also  survive  its  historic  crisis,  and  that,  with  or  without 
drastic  therapy,  cultural  health  will  supervene — faith  strengthened  by 

■•’Hermann  Kcyscrlintr,  The  Bool{  of  Marriage,  Harcourt,  Brace  and  Company,  New 
York,  1926.  p.  \(\,  footnote. 

'‘^The  Bool(  of  Proverbs,  xxix:i8. 
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recognition  of  our  historic  and  collective  strength  and  by  the  assembled 
evidence  of  the  human  sciences  and  historic  philosophies,  that  mankind 
is  perennially  capable  and  ready  for  collective  salvation  whenever  the 
conditions  arc  released  which  will  release  our  full  capacities  as  social 
beings. 


Dr.  Hajsts  Syz 
The  Lirwvi^  Foundation 

WjSSTPOKT,  ('ONNECTICUT 


* 


Augiist  27,  1958 


>• 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

Attention;  Miss  Davidson 

The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

l5  West  16  Street 

New  York,  Nei/fiTork 

Dear  Miss  Keller; 

I recently  met  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Duffus  and,  in  a 
delightful  talk  with  Mrs.  Duffus,  she  told  me  of  her  close  acquaintance 
with  you.  I mentioned  to  Mrs.  Duffiis  that  there  are  certain  psycho- 
logical problems  liiich  I had  hoped  for  some  time  to  refer  to  you. 

Mrs.  Duffus  encouraged  me  to  write  you  and  present  my  queries  to 
you,  and  I am  glad  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity.  At  her 
suggestion,  I am  sending  this  letter  to  the  above  address. 

Perhaps  I may  begin  by  referring  to  a remaii-c  in  a paper 
of  Dr.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  formerly  professor  of  sociology  at  North- 
western University,  in  ishich  he  refers  to  observations  made  by  you 
on  tension  in  the  region  of  the  forehead  yiiich  aipear  to  relate  to 
vhat  we  call  self-consciousness.  Perhaps  I may  quote  this  passage; 

"...  The  effects  of  lobotomy,  "ttie  operation  which 
cuts  the  connections  between  the  frontal  lobes  and  the 
rest  of  the  brain,  are  interpreted  in  terms  idiich  seem 
quite  congruous  wi-tti  those  of  Burrow  and  Sys  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Freudians  on  the  other.  As  reported  intro- 
spectively  by  Helen  Keller  (Personal  Correspondence)  and 
by  Syz' 3 subjects,  the  locus  of  self-consciousness  is 
just  behind  the  forehead." 

(From:  "CJood  Will  as  a Persistent  'Underground'"} 

Proceedings  of  the  Conference  on  Science,  Philosophy  and 
Religion,  19U7,  Chapter  17,  pp.  l6tt-65.) 

As  Dr.  Eliot  indicates,  my  background  is  that  of  having 
participated  in  the  stixiies  of  social  interaction  introduced  by  the 
late  Dr.  Trlgant  Burrow.  We  have  been  much  interested  in  the  perception 
of  internal  tensions  discernible  in  the  region  of  the  eyes  and  adjacent 
facial  areas  as  these  relate  to  patterns  of  tensions  that  are  more 


generally  distributed  throughout  the  organism  as  a -»ihole.  Our  experience 
has  been  that  the  internal  (proprioceptive)  iroiic  with  these  tensional 
patterns  has  definite  bearings  on  the  motives  and  action  trends  of  the 
observer.  That  is,  there  is  evidence  that  self-centeredness  and  self- 
defensive Impulses  undergo  a change  in  the  course  of  this  proprioceptive 
procedure.  These  trends  tend  to  be  replaced  by  a type  of  attitude  and 
motivation  which  is  less  self-concerned  and  more  open  to  interindividual 
communication  and  contact.  As  a tentative  explanation  of  these  corre- 
lations between  internal  perception  and  external  behavior  reactions,  we 
suggest  that,  concomitant  with  the  internal  sensing  of  tensional  patterns, 
a reintegration  of  local  (facial)  motor  patterns  takes  place  within  the 
postural  pattern  of  the  organism  as  a whole.  With  this  the  defensive 
and  competitive  self,  predominantly  represented  by  the  facial  patterns, 
becomes  replaced  by  a more  organismic  orientation,  by  a socially  inclusive 
type  of  feeling  and  behavior.  These  observations  and  possibilities  are 
of  great  interest  to  us  in  their  relation  to  the  cause  of  behavior  disorder 
and  especially  also  in  relation  to  the  larger  issues  of  human  conflict 
and  of  improving  the  possibilities  of  living  together  in  a socially 
constructive  and  efficient  way. 

Please  excuse  my  going  into  these  explainatory  comments,  but  I 
wanted  to  give  you  briefly  an  idea  of  the  nature  of  our  studies  and  explain 
in  this  way  the  reason  for  my  writing  you.  Knowing  of  your  unusual 
perceptiveness  regarding  human  contacts  and  means  of  communication  In 
which  internal  perceptions  play  an  especial  role,  I thought  that  your 
observations  on  internal  tensional  patterns  that  seem  to  relate  to  the 
”self"  would  be  exceedingly  valuable  for  our  fiiller  understanding  of  the 
processes  involved.  Coiild  you  periiaps  give  me  more  information  concerning 
yxr  observations  to  which  Dr.  Eliot  refers?  I would  greatly  value  any 
comments  or  suggestions  you  may  be  inclined  to  offer. 

With  reference  to  our  studies,  they  have  been  reported  in  a 
mmiber  of  books  and  in  many  airticles  published  in  scientific  journals.  We 
.have  edited  a book  recently  brou^t  out  by  the  Oxford  University  Press, 

'j  A Search  for  Man*  s Sanity,  The  Selected  Letters  of  Trigant  Burrow.  In 
■^many  of  these  letters  Dr.  Btuu’ow  discusses  various  phases  of  his  aims  and 
investigations  and  I believe  that  the  rather  intimate  and  direct  way  in 
which  he  expresses  himself  will  make  contact  with  people  who  may  have 
difficulty  with  his  scientific  writings.  Thinking  you  might  be  interested 
in  having  this  book,  I am  sending  you  a copy  of  it.  I am  adding  a reprint 
of  a recent  paper  of  mine  in  tdiich  I briefly  presented  our  trends  as  they 
relate  to  the  problems  of  psychotherapy.  In  case  you  should  no  longer 
have  Dr.  Eliot's  article,  I am  enclosing  a reprint  of  it  as  I have  a second 
copy.  The  pertinant  passages  are  on  16U-165. 


-> 


I do  not  want  to  close  without  saying  how  much  I enjoyed  the 
selections  from  your  writings.  The  Open  Door,  published  last  year.  It 
is  a great  enco\n:agement  to  all  those  interested  in  a saner  society, 
and  is  a welcome  assurance  of  your  unremitting  vigor  and  constructive 
contribution  toward  human  growth. 


Sincerely  yoiars, 
Hans  Syz,  M.D, 


H5:F»r 


Cathi^rine  Otcont  Pt‘are 
29S  Haini  John's  Place 
Brooklyn  3H,  .V'eic  \'ork 


September  11,  195^ 


... 

Mrs.  J.  K«ith  H«nn«y 
Fosa  Mountain 
Snoi<vill«,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Hennsy: 

Hers  at  last  Is  a semi-final  draft  of  my  life 
of  Helen  Keller  for  junior  high  school  ago  readers, 

I shall  bo  moot  grateful  for  any  comments  you  may 
care  to  make,  particularly  any  that  bear  upon  Miss 
Kollor'e  beat  Interest. 

I have  just  sent  the  original  to  my  editor,  Miss  Eli- 
zabeth Riley,  at  CrOMsll,  and  shall  make  final  revisions 
of  the  manuscript  as  soon  as  I have  received  comments  and 
criticisms  from  both  of  you.  Orowsll,  I believe,  is 
planning  on  spring  publication, 

I truly  hope  I have  done  my  subject  justice.  It's 
a great  story. 


Very  sincerely. 


/' 
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Dr.  IIajsis  Syz 
The  LirvnrNN  Foundation 
Wkstj*oht,  Connecticut 


September  22,  19^8 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind  note  regarding  my  having 
approached  Miss  Helen  Keller.  Mrs.  Duffus  had  told  me  that  Miss 
Polly  Thomson  was  seriously  ill  and  the  care  for  her  life-companion 
greatly  restricted  Miss  Keller's  activities  and  contacts.  However, 
Mrs.  Duffus  -tdiought  that  in  spite  of  this,  it  probably  would  not 
mean  an  unvrelcome  intrusion  if  I would  write  Miss  Keller  about  the 
problem  -v^ihich  for  a long  time  I had  in  mind. 

I was  much  pleased  to  hear  that  Miss  Keller  sent  you  otir 
material  and  that  its  study  is  of  interest  to  you.  My  associates 
and  I here  at  the  Foimdation  are  so  glad  that  you  plan  to  talk 
to  Hiss  Keller  about  various  phases  of  Dr.  Burrow's  studies  which 
we  have  been  pursuing.  Naturally  we  will  be  most  interested  in 
Miss  Keller's  reaction  and  to  know  whether  she  will  have  any  com- 
ments regarding  the  special  problem  to  which  I referred  in  my 
letter. 

It  juist  occurs  to  me  that  perhaps  it  mi^t  be  convenient  for 
you  to  come  in  here  at  the  Foundation  and  to  talk  over  these  mat- 
ters wilh  us  at  the  time  idien  you  are  out  here  to  visit  Miss  Keller. 
I need  not  say  that  you  would  be  most  Trelcome. 

Thanking  you  again  for  3rour  thou^tful  reply  and  looking  for- 
ward to  hearing  from,  you  later  cn. 


Yc\irs  sincerely. 


Hans  Syz,  M.D. 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snovrville 
New  Hampshire 


nS:bb 


4509  Seminary  Place 
New  Orleans,  Lonisiuna 
September  27,  1958 


Dear  Miss  Keller, 

Your  life  has  been  an  Inspiration  to  me  since 
reaclinp  your  autobioyrapky  some  fifteen  years  afro. 

During  my  six  years  of  teaching  high  school  English,! 
have  encouraged  my  students  to  read  it,  and  it  has 
blessed  their  lives  also. 

Several  months  ago  I was  privileged  to  see  the 
wonderful  movie  of  your  life,  and  I vaguely  recall  having 
heard  a statement  which  I would  appreciate  your  confirming 
or  correcting.  Did  you  not  say  that  could  you  choose 
either  one  of  the  two  senses,  you  would  elect  to  hear 
rather  than  to  see? 

I am  writing  a program  about  our  ministry  to  deaf 
people  and  feel  that  your  statement,  together  with 
your  reason  for  choosing  to  hear  rather  than  to  see, 
would  bring  renewed  gratefulness  for  our  own  sight  and 
a new  awareness  of  the  opportunity  and  responsibility  of 
sharing  the  joy  of  Christianity  with  our  neighbors  who 
cannot  "hoar”  the  word  of  God  in  the  same  easy  manner 
as  wo . 

The  program  will  appear  in  "Royal  Service",  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  magazine  for  women.  I 
would  deeply  appreciate  your  letting  me  quote  your  state- 
ment in  the  magazine. 

I woiild  also  appreciate  hearing  from  you  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 

I pray  God’s  contimiod  blessings  upon  you,  for 
your  life  is  an  honor  to  His  name. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Claude  H.  Rhea,  Jr 


Catherine  Oteens  Peare 
20S  Saint  John's  Place 
Urooklun  38,  Keic  \'ork 


S*pteabar  28,  1959 


Mre,  Keith  Henney 
Foes  Mountain 
Snowvllle,  Haapehlre 

Dear  Mrs,  Henney: 

I am  moot  grateful  to  you  for  your  prompt  and  meti- 
oulooB  reading  of  my  HELBNKBLLHR  manueorlpt.  Every  Item 
that  you  have  pointed  out  in  your  Hot  will  be  repaired, 
and  my  acknowledgment  of  your  help  will  bo  reworded  accord- 
ing to  your  exact  wishes. 

The  style  of  story  treatment  Is  necessary  for  younger 
readers  who  require  a tight  and  contlnuoue  story  line,  and 
the  whole  thing  must  be  presented  from  a single  point  of 
view  insofar  as  possible. 

l*m  glad  you  liked  my  handling  of  The  Frost  King  and 
the  Peter  Fagan  apisodee.  As  you  probably  euepeoted,  I wae 
quite  concerned  about  those  points,  realizing  that  Mies 
Keller  no  doubt  still  feels  sensitive  about  them. 

Thank  you  again*  dear  friend,  and  I shall  send  you  a 
copy  of  the  book  as  soon  as  one  is  available. 


Very  slnoerely, 


Copy  to: 

Miss  Elizabeth  Riley,  Ohlldren'e  Book  Editor 
T.  Y.  Crowell  Company 


Sept.  29  1958 


Dear  I.lr s . Henney- 

Snclosed  are  the  original 
letters  from  you  to  Miss 
Keller, 

The  book  is  being  returned 
under  separate  cover. 

These  have  all  be  trans- 
cribed and  sent  to  Arcan 
Ridge, 


Very  truly 


/ 
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September  30,  1958 


Mrs.  Evelyn  Seide, 

Secretary  to  Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Mrs . Seide  : 

I should  like  to  meet  with  you  and  Miss  Keller  sometime  about  her  becoming 
a subject  of  one  of  our  NBC  Television  half-hour  Wisdom  programs.  These 
are  done  on  film,  at  the  subject's  convenience,  in  his  own  home  or  wherever 
most  convenient.  They  are  put  on  the  air  several  months  later.  I mention 
that  because  the  entire  operation  can  be  a relaxed  one . 

The  purpose  of  the  series  is  to  put  on  film,  for  all  time,  the  great  of  the 
world... to  perpetuate  what  they  have  learned  for  millions  yet  to  come.  You 
will  understand  from  the  list  attached  how  rigidly  we  have  held  to  a high 
standard  in  choosing  guests . Miss  Keller  is  indeed  a noble  woman  j and  we 
are  most  anxious  to  have  her  with  the  others. 

Also  attached  is  an  introduction  to  a Wisdom  book,  coming  out  this  Fall, 
that  will  tell  both  of  you  how  the  programs  are  made  and  what  they  try  to 
captvire  of  the  individual. 

In  the  list  of  distinguished  subjects,  you  will  notice  the  name  of  Mr.  Van 
Wyck  Brooks  who,  I believe,  is  an  old  friend  of  Miss  Keller's.  Possibly  he 
and  you  or  another  of  Miss  Keller's  associates  - could  be  the  Interviewers. 
We  try  desperately  to  find  an  interviewer  who  is  sympathetic  and  who  under- 
stands the  subject's  hopes  and  ideals  and  life.  Surely,  in  consultation 
with  you  and  Miss  Keller,  we  can  find  such  a person. 

Would  it  be  possible  for  me  to  visit  both  of  you  in  Westport  for  twenty 
minutes  on  some  day  when  you  are  not  too  pressed  by  other  things? 

Thank  you. 


Cordially, 


Jeunes' Nelson 

Manager  - Program  Services 
Special  Projects 


JN/mg 


enclosures 
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"WISDOM”  SUBJECTS  (-ilphabetic-illy ) 


BEN-G'ORION,  David 
BROOKS,  Van  Wyck 
BUSH,  Dr.  Vannevar 
CASALS,  Pablo 
CONANT,  James  B, 

DE  VALERA,  Eamon 
DUCHAMP,  Marcol 
FINKELSTEIN,  Dr.  Louis 
FROST,  Robert 
GROPIUS,  Walter 
HAMILTON,  Edith 
HOOVER-,  Herbert 
JONES,  Dr.  Ernest 
UNDOWSKA,  Wanda 
LIPCHITZ , Jacques 
NEHRU,  Javaharlal 
O'CASEY,  Sean 
PICASSO,  Pablo 
ROOSEVELT,  Eleanor 
RUSSELL,  Bertrand 
SANDBURG,  Carl 
Sm’ELL,  Sir  Osbert 
SLOAN,  Alfred  P.,  Jr. 

STEICHEN,  Edward 

ST.  DENIS,  Ruth  and  SHAWN,  Ted 

STRAVINSKY,  Igor 

SUZUKI,  Daisetz  Teitaro 

TILLICH,  Dr.  Paul 

TOYNBEE,  Arnold 

WHEELOCK,  John  Hall 

’.JRIGHT,  Frank  Lloyd 


INTRODUCTION 


The  intent  of t hese  conversations  with  certain  of  our  elder 
wa se  men  and  women  is  to  catch  and  put  down  for  all  time  the  wisdom  they 
have  extracted  from  life. 

The  concept  came  about  from  a question  asked  in  1951  at  NBC 
Television;  "Suppose  we  had  on  television  film,  today,  talks  wiuh  Socrates, 
Shakesoeare,  and  Lincoln  in  which  each  tried  to  explain  himself  by  speaking 
his  innermost  convictions?"  All  of  the  following  conversations  — many 
varieties  of  wisdom  --  were  accomplished  on  film  by  and  for  the  NBC 
Television  Network, 

Not  all  of  the  wise  of  our  time  are  here.  But  a great  many 
are.  Some,  because  of  age,  felt  that  the  strain  of  appearance  would  be  too 
great.  Others  will  be  done  as  time  goes  on.  But  a deeply  missed  few  died 
while  we  were  trying  to  record  the  lessons  they  had  to  teach.  This  is  a 
sentence  from  a memo  still  in  the  files;  "I  certainly  think  that  our  first 
'Wisdom'  film  in  color  ought  to  be  with  Matisse,  but  we  will  have  to  hurry 
UP  or  he  will  be  dead." 

How  do  you  go  about  eliciting  wisdom?  Davidson  Taylor,  who 
helped  to  shape  the  first  "Wisdoms"  established  some  principles:  That  the 

programs  should  not  be  interviews  in  the  cross-examination  sense.  Rather, 
that  they  should  be  visits  to  the  great  in  their  own  studios  or  working 
places;  that  the  interviewer  should  be  a guest  in  a hom.e  — an  unobtrusive 


puest,  off-camera  as  much  as  possible,  asking  the  questions  you  might  ask 
on  a visit  to  a person  whose  ideals  you  want  to  know.  The  guest  was  to 
serve  as  proxy  for  the  audience.  There  were  to  be  no  camera  tricks,  no 
search-ing  for  virtuoso  effects.  "The  wise  person,"  Mr.  Taylor  sa^d,  "must 
be  allowed  to  talk  seriously  about  his  thoughts  — in  terms  of  his  life 
experience.  The  interviewer  lm^^st  stay  out  of  the  way." 

Robert  Graff,  one  of  the  series'  several  producers,  states 
h-' s approaches:  "From  the  constraints  of  little  time  and  less  m.oncy,  we 

fashioned  a format  --  the  conversati on;  a technique  — the  'invisible  camera 
and  a form  — a dramati c exneri ence . For  my  part,  I have  always  faced  each 
film  as  a challenge  to  produce  a spiritual  biography.  True,  in  a finished 
film  of  half-an-hour,  it  i s difficult  to  do  justice  to  a giant.  But  if  we 
could  not  paint  a portrait  in  oils,  at  least  we  could  etch  significant 
traits.  To  accomplish  this  required  long  research,  much  planning,  construct 
ing  a faithful  conversational  outline  that  offered  dramatic  possibilities, 
and  selecting  a second  person  to  converse  with  the  'Wisdom'  personality. 
Rapport  between  the  two  persons  was  the  key  that  unlocked  the  door  to 
positive  reactions.  My  own  chief  professional  purpose  has  been  to  give 
each  'Wisdom'  interview  a valid  dramatic  form  that  would  bequeath  to  it, 
as  Foucillon  said,  a 'life  of  its  own.'  The  'Wisdoms'  have  sought  moral 
truths  and  hoped,  with  luck,  to  find  moments  of  great  insight." 

Adaptation  to  book  form  came  naturally, . .for  ideas,  not  pic- 
tures, are  the  substance  of  the  programs;  and  words  were  the  means  of 
expression.  A book  has  an  advantage  over  television  in  dealing  with  the 
kind  of  thoughts  that  need  to  be  meditated  and  pondered:  the  television 

set  cannot  be  stopped  and  turned  back  to  an  earlier  page.  But  the  faces 


vert  noble  and  cxorcssive  on  television.  That  nobility  we  must  miss  here. 

A hint  of  it  is  in  this  book's  picture  section  — all  new  photographs 
excerpted  from  the  films  themselves.  The  chief  work  of  adaptation  has 
been  to  merge  some  questions  and  some  answers  to  make  less  dialogue  and 
swifter  reading.  Also,  uh-uhs  and  clearing-of-t he -throats  by  all  parties 
have  been  ruthlessly  muted. 

There  is  much  in  this  book  that  never  reached  the  air  because 
of  time  limitations.  Each  producer  put  about  an  hour-and-a-half  of 
conversation  on  filin  as  a safety  factor  —to  make  certain  that  he  could 
carve  out  a revealing  half-hour.  Many  of  the  words  th-’t  were  omitted  were 
among  the  best.  But  they  did  not  fit  a pattern,  or  they  took  the  subject 
away  from  his  other  thoughts,  or  — it  is  more  sensible  to  say  — the  clock 
stopped.  Such  decisions  — such  deletions  — were  heartbreaking.  One 
service  this  book  performs  is  it  restores  meaningful  out-cuts.  And  the 
book  may  just  possibly  have  esoteric  value  for  collectors  of  first  editions 
because  many  of  the  things  said  herein  by  the  distinguished  subjects  have 
never  been  said  by  them  in  their  books  or  elsewhere. 

Does  a formula  for  wisdom  emerge  from  these  pages?  The  reader 
may  pursue  that  question  for  himself. 

For  my  part,  these  artists  seem  to  be  different;  but  with 
similar  vi.rtues  — each  exercised  in  different  ways.  These  men  and  women 
were  sacrificers,  questioners,  innovators,  and  defiers  of  what  had  gone 
before.  For  instance,  Edward  Stcichen  reached  the  peak  of  one  career  only 
to  abandon  it  for  another  — to  start  anew  in  photography  by  spending  an 
entire  summer  photograohi ng  a white  cup  and  a white  saucer  against  a white 
background.  The  young  Jacques  Lipchitz,  poor  in  Paris,  spent  his  food 


money  for  statuettes  by  others;  and  munched  a sandwich  in  the  Louvre; 

"Those  Venuses  and  Apollos,"  he  said,  "never  smelled  so  much  onion  before 
my  time."  Nehru  spent  more  than  ten  years  in  prisons,  and  while  in  them 
he  wrote  three  of  his  greatest  books.  Herbert  Hoover  and  his  wife  spent 
five  years  oerforming  an  act  of  sheer  scholarship  — translating  from  the 
Lafin,  ^'Agri cola^ (ie  Re  Metallica"  — a classic  about  ancient  mining.  The 
beginning  hardships  of  Pablo  Casals  — and  even  more,  those  of  his  mother  — 
are  harrowi.ng  to  read.  And  during  his  ^Aiole  life,  he  has  played  his 
enchanting  cello  while  fearing  audiences. . .so  much  so  that  when  his  left 
hand  was  smashed  in  a mountain- climbing  accident  some  years  ago  and  when 
he  thought,  at  that  instant,  that  he  could  play  the  cello  no  more,  he  said, 
"Thanks,  rock.  I shall  not  have  to  play  anymore."  But  the  full  tales  of 
the  beginnings  and  of  the  climbs  to  wisdom  are  herein. 

For  those  who  wish  further  to  exolore  the  works  of  those  inter- 
viewed, high-spot  lists-  of  their  own  books  or  music  recordings  can  be  found 
at  the  end  of  the  chapters. 

Fi  * K. 

InestTmable  thanks  are  due  to  the  twenty- five  distinguished 
and  famous  men  and  women  who  gave  up  a part  of  their  lives  to  put  on  film 
and  paper  a record  of  wisdom  pi’ eked  up  through  long  years.  Gratitude  must 
go  to  the  NBC  oroducers  and  to  the  interviewers  who  made  ready  for  the 
talks... the  men  and  women  who,  in  preparation,  read  the  books,  listened 
to  the  music,  saw  or  read  the  nlays,  viewed  the  architecture  and  paintings, 
and  studied  the  theology,  philosophy,  psychology,  history,  politics, . .and, 
of  course,  the  personal  lives. 

The  producers'  names  are  listed  on  a following  page.  The 
interviewers  are  identified  in  the  preface  to  each  chapter.  There  were. 


in  addition,  scores  and  scores  of  researchers,  film  editors,  assistants, 
and  technicians  whose  names  appear  on  the  films  themselves.  The  films, 
by  the  way,  will  continue  to  be  repeated  on  the  N’^C  Television  Network. 
They  are  also  available  to  schools  and  colleges  through  an  arrangement 
with  Encyclopaedia  Eritanrica  Films,  Inc.  And  new  •'Vdsdom"  programs  are 
in  production. 

What  is  inside  the  heart  and  mind  of  a wise  oerson?  What  is 
inside  thi  s book? 


James  Nelson 
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Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS'  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  44628  • CABLE:  LEASAHS.  NEW  YORK 

October  3>  19^8 


Dear  Nella  Henney: 

’Re:  THE  f-TI RAGLE  WORKER 

Bill  Oibson  is  writing  you  separately  about  these 
papers  but  I would  like  to  add  that  I have  tried 
to  make  them  clear,  uncomplicated,  and  fair  to 
all  of  you,  while  offering  answers  to  most  of  the 
questions  which  might  arise  as  Bill  moves  from  one 
foimi  of  presentation  of  this  play  to  another. 

Knowing  his  talents,  taste,  and  integrity  as  you 
no7J  do  I am  certain  you  do  not  need  my  assurance 
that  all  of  you  can  feel  happy  and  safe  in  trusting 
Gibson  with  this  wonderful  story,  and  its  extension 
into  time.  If  you  find  these  papers  satisfactory, 
please  return  all  copies  to  me,  initialled  and 
signed  where  indicated  and  two  copies  will  later 
be  returned  to  you  with  Gibson's  signature. 


I regret  that  we  have  not  met  but  it  has  been  a 
pleasure  to  have  even  this  Indirect  acquaintance 
with  you  and  Helen  Keller  and  I shall  hope  to 
meet  you  next  time  you  come  to  New  York. 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snow vi lie 
New  Hampshire 


LS/ps 
Enc . 7 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

Snowvllle 

Mew  Hampshire 


Dear  NeUa  - 


I have  just  been  going  through  the  new  agreement  Leah  is  sending 
you  for  the  stage  version  of  TIW,  and  thought  I would  send  along  a 
few  words  of  ray  owno  She  writes  me,  "It  may  not  show  up  to  you  easijy 
but  this  contract  has  been  drawn  with  silk  gloves  so  as  to  keep  you 
as  thoroughly  protected  as  possible  while  at  the  same  time  not  de- 
manding of  Henney  and  Koller  the  degree  of  warranties  and  other  pro- 
tections I would  ordinarily  ask  for  as  puncture-proof  protection  to 
youooooTou  will  note  I have  gone  overboard  in  being  fair  to  them  by 
stating  if  your  play  has  not  been  produced  by  a certain  time,  at  having 
been  pnroduced  the  motion  picture  has  not  been  sold  by  a certain  time, 

>he  exclusivity  coverage  ends,"  Nevertheless,  legal  language  is 
fairly  severe,  and  I am  not  sure  it  will  sound  overboard  to  anyone 
else,  I wanted  to  add  some  notes. 

On  page  1,  section  I (ii),  the  phrasing  in  no  way  affects  the  fact 
that  the  playscrlpt  will  be  submitted  to  you  and  Helen  for  approval 
prior  to  production,  and  that  I will  be  giiided  by  your  wishes. 

On  page  2,  section  II,  the  formulation  of  2%  versus  10^  means  that  it 
has  not  yet  been  determined  whether  your  and  Helen's  percentage  will 
come  out  of  the  production  or  out  of  mine;  if  out  of  the  production, 
it  will  be  2^j  if  out  of  mine,  it  will  be  the  end  figure  will  be 

the  same,  2^  being  20$  of  my  10$.  That  is,  no  matter  how  it's  figured 
or  where  it  comes  from,  you  and  Helen  will  get  one-fifth  of  the  sum 
I get  from  the  play  in  all  areas. 

On  pages  U and  5,  “non-exclusive  rights"  means  that  you  and  Helen  can 
sell  your  rights  independently  of  me,  and  I can  sell  mine  independently 
of  you,  after  the  time  lapse,  and  neither  of  us  can  then  promise  any 
buyer  "exclusive"  rights.  Prior  to  the  time  lapse  it  is  assumed  that 
your  rights  and  mine  are  united  in  one  package,  and  while  this  is  in 
force  any  buyer  will  be  guaranteed  exclusivity,  meaning  no  one  else 
can  make  a play  or  a movie  out  of  the  material.  This  union  of  rights 
is  actually  a bit  shaky,  because  if  Helen's  autobiography  goes  into 
the  public  domain  within  the  next  couple  of  years,  I believe  anyone 
can  use  them  thereafter;  there  is  a danger  that  if  TMrf  is  successful, 
it  will  inspire  some  enterprising  fellow  to  make  a movie  about  Helen 
in  competition,  without  reccanpense  to  any  of  us,  and  whether  we  would 
have  any  recourse  is  debatable.  I think  we  have  no  choice  but  to  take 
our  chances  on  this.  What  I personally  rely  vpon  is  that  the  production 
will  be  talented  in  ways  that  are  unstealable,  and  that  the  fiction  and 
organization  of  material  which  I contribute  wl^  be  copyright  and  un- 
dupUcatable,  to  our  mutual  protection  and  pro-^it, 

wCo  You  should  have  Leah's  material  soon  after  this.  Read  it  care- 
fully, make  notes  and  questions,  and  I'll  give  you  a ring  next  week  to 
disoiss  it.  Her  procedure  is  to  conclude  this  agreement  between  us,  then 
move  on  to  a contract  with  Fi?ed  Coe  based  upon  this  agreement;  Fired 's 
lawyer  has  boen  eager  to  get  to  this  for  some  time,  but  Leah  wanted  our 
agreement  first. 


Fred  and  Arthur  and  Annie  are  very  eager  about  the  prospects  of  doing 
the  show,  and  all  of  them  are  bothering  me  to  see  the  finished  stage 
version,  but  I am  embattled  with  my  soul  here  on  starting  a rww  woric 
first  and  I decline  to  yield  to  the  temptation  to  do  something  easier 
which  is  already  mostly  done;  I*ve  told  everyone  that  I»ll  begin  the 
second  and  third  acts  of  TMrf  on  January  Isto  I thinK  this  means  a 
finished  draft  ty  the  end  of  February  at  the  latest,  at  which  time  it 
will  come  to  youo  Let  us  all  be  patient  with  my  embattled  soulo 


All  our  warmest. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  S N 575  Madison  avenue,  new  york  22  ~murray  hill  ( 


October  6,  19^8 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Here  is  still  another  comment  and  thank  you  for 
your  letter  and  Dr.  Syz's  words.  I'm  not  so  sure  about  proprio- 
ception, but  the  paragraph  you  quoted  is  a nice  one  indeed. 

New  Hampshire  must  be  beautiful  just  now.  I was 
talking  over  the  weekend  with  a friend  of  mine  irtio  taught  at  the 
University  in  Durham  (where  I also  went  to  school)  and  we  both  got 
very  homesick  for  our  adopted  state.  I'm  glad  you  can  stay  there 
throu^  the  fall;  it  is  really  the  nicest  time  of  the  year,  I think. 

My  news  is  that  I am  getting  married  on  the  25th  of 
this  month  to  a textbook  (we  have  to  stay  with  publishing)  man,  Howard 
Sims.  We  are  not  at  all  sure  yet  that  we  shall  be  able  to  stay  in 
New  York  because  of  his  job,  but  we  shall  be  here  through  November 
anyway  and  undoubtedly  longer.  I do  hope  we  can  meet  when  you  come 
back  to  town.  I'll  be  back  in  the  office  about  the  middle  of  November 
and  I'll  be  in  touch  with  you  then. 

Please  give  my  best  wishes  to  everyone  in  VIestport; 

I think  of  them  often. 

Very  best, 

''' 

^ A ^ /A/. .> 

Barbara  Ellis 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  ifountain 
Snowville,  N.  H, 


1-5300 


Enel 

EE:e 


Gibson 

Stockbridge 

Hass. 


Mrs  Keith  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Haiipshire 


Dear  NeUa  - 


I just  had  a long  phone  talk  with  Leah^  and  she 
will  alter  the  phrasings  in  question  - satisfactorily,  I hope, 
and  if  not  we  will  go  around  again  - after  which  she  will  send 
the  agreement  to  Ken,  and  arrange  for  his  signature  to  be  on  it, 
as  in  the  previous  agreement o 

On  the  question  of  your  vulnerability  whijb-^ith 
raised,  Leah  said  she  could  not  answer  this  nor  shoujak^  attempt 
to;  it  is  a part  of  your  entire  arrangement  with  Jiw,  in  all  matters 
and  whatever  protection  you  have  personally  in  the  total  management 
of  her  affairs  would  cover  this  instance  too;  if  you  don't  have 
such  protection,  you  should  have,  and  this  would  be  a matter  for 
a lawyer  to  counsel  you  on.  As  far  as  our  agreement  is  concerned, 
Leah  thought  you  and  Helen  shovild  draw  up  and  sign  a letter  between 
you  stating  that  the  income,  if  any,  haha,  you  derive  from  TMtf 
should  be  divided  fifty-fifty  or  however  you  agree,  which  would 
protect  you  from  any  charge  of  misappropriation  of  funds  any  nut 
might  bring.  We  could  actually  put  such  a phrase  in  the  agreement, 
but  it's  really  more  pertinent  between  you  and  Helen;  I am  in  the 
role  of  an  outsider  here.  If  you  would  like  it  in,  however,  can 
doc 

More  later,  no  doubt.  Till  then,  all  our  best. 


Oct.  15  1958 


Dear  Mrs,  Henney;- 

I have  just  finished  transcribing  your  letter 
to  Miss  Keller,  after  it  is  proofed  I will  send 
it  along  to  her. 

If  you  feel  that  the  request  I am  about  to  make 
is  very  much  out  of  order  or  you  do  not  wish  to 
grant  it,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  say  so. 

My  husband  and  I have  always  been  "Dodger"  fans, 
living  in  Brooklyn,  and  "Campy"  has  always  been 
something  quite  special  to  us.  He  has  done  so 
much  for  himself  and  other  patients  in  the 
hospital  v/here  he  is  receiving  treateent  that  I 
wondered  if  you  would  give  me  permission  to  send 
him  a part  of  the  paragraph,  leaving  out  all 
personal  referrences,  that  you  wrote  to  Miss 
Keller  about  him,  I feel  that  it  would  give 
him  a great  deal  of  pleasvire  to  know  that  Miss 
Keller  had  been  told  of  his  tremendous  fight 
to  regain  the  use  of  his  body.  If  I may  have 
your  approval  to  do  this  and  you  wish  I will 
send  you  a copy  of  my  letter  for  your  approval 
before  I mail  it. 

Please  do  not  think  too  badly  of  me  for  asking 
this. 


Sincerely 


DOUBLEDAY  & 'COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-J300 


l6  October  1958 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Our  International  Collectors 
Library  would  like  to  use  Miss  Keller's  THE 
STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  as  their  selection  in  March 
1959-  The  guarantee  which  is  divided  between 
publisher  and  author  is  S^50  and  royalty  per 
copy  90. 


May  we  have  your  permission 
to  proceed  with  this  useage? 


g 


Cordi 


LeBaron  R.  Barker,  Jr. 
Executive  Editor 


Mrs.  KeitJii  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville 
New  Hampshire 


O rsf- 


w M.  B.  May  & Co. 
Real  Estate 
14  East  52nd  Street 
New  York  22,  N.  Y. 
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TELEPHONE  CHtCKERiNO  4 5646 


^ A e 

Attonmi  at  Tata 


y/^j/y/3  L.'  yj6-. . \('{A. 


October  21,  1958 


Mr.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Keith: 

I have  your  note  of  October  l6th,  and  I would 
suppose  that  so  long  as  Helen  Keller  is  alive  Mrs.  Henney 
might  talk  over  any  possible  deal  for  stage  or  motion 
picture  rights  with  her  and  she  would  agree  or  not. 

If  Helen  Keller  should  die,  then  this  poifer 
of  attorney  is  of  no  value  since  such  power  is  terminated 
at  the  death  of  the  one  who  gives  it. 

In  any  event  it  might  be  well  if  we  talked  about 
this  matter  when  you  return  to  town. 

I am  enclosing  the  pov^er  of  attorney  forwarded 

by  you. 


^ncerely, 




JJC: jah 
Enc . 


Page  2 last  sentence  " subsidiary  and  allied  rights"  whereas 
it  says  on  page  5 Iv  b,  "motion  picture  and  allied  rights". 

Are  these  the  same  things?  If  so,  then  2/10  ^is  what  is  to  paid 
for  such  exploitation. 

Page  5 Iv  b " if  necessary  ...  the  granting  without  further 
compensation  ...  a correaponcing  in  the  literary  works  referred  to 
in  Paragraph  1.  V/hat  does  this  mean? 

Page  4c"  will  not  do  any  act  ...  to  prevent  ..  Gibson 
or  any  other  person,  firm  or  oopopration  who  may  acquire  any 
of  such  rights".  What  does  this  mean? 

Page  5 top  paragraph.  This  sotuids  as  though,  to  sell  the 
pix  rights,  Gibson  may  have  to  grant  all  rights  to  H and  / N 
books  and  material,  above  and  beyond  what  is  used  in  Gibson's  play, 
and  for  these  rights  Gibson  will  pay  2/10%. 

Thus  there  are  two  aspects  - one  the  rights  to  use  the  material 
in  Tl.ffl,  material  that  Gibson  chooses  in  the  way  he  chooses  to 
use  it.  And  two,  additional  rights  to  material  from  H and  N which 
Gibson  does  not  use  but  which  he  may  have  to  sell  in  order  to  sell 


the  play  or  movie. 


LEAH  SALISBURY,  IN:. 

234  WEST  44th  STREET 

NEW  YORK  CITY  36 

October  21,  1958 


Dear  <en ! 


Pa;  riff.  MIFACLfc-  WQHKI F - A Play 

I am  Bendlnpf  you  herewith  six  copies  of  the  proposed  agreeTnent 
between  Helen  Keller,  Nella  Henney  and  William  Oibs^. 

As  I explained  to  you  over  the  telephone  lest  week  Hljbson  is 
now  preparing  a full  length  play  using  some  of  the  s^a^ 
material  he  developed  in  the  television  versi^on-p^aslented  on 
Playhouse  90  under  the  same  title.  You  wlll‘“r‘(ibrnli--Vft^e  was 
a contract  between  them  in  connection  with  this  televiw^n 
script,  copy  of  which  you  must  h ve  in  yo^r^les.  UndV»  this 
contract  for  the  play  Miss  Kellep  and  MrJT  Hb,rtfi«y ’ « participation 
is  increased.  ^ V'  ) j 

<<"'  / J 

Olbson  and  yre.  Henney  discussed  theXiK'rangeiients  now  embodied 
in  this  contract  and  Qibson  then  relaW?Vt^lr  mutual  understanding 
to  me.  When  the  contract  wasjirjiwn  I split  one  copy  to  Olbson 
and  the  others  to  Mr*.  Henri*7i-*f^€^^^hlc'h\(he  suggested  to 
Gibson  several  small  changes/or  clarOioatYohs  which  she  thoxight 
necessary  and  which  he  pas^Wd  on  to  These  changes  were 

made.  contracts  were  returned  to] m by  Mrs.  Henney  with  a 

letter  asking  that  they  be '^^^nt  to  yow  Tor  your  approval  and 
signature  in  behalf  of  Double<^y,  wh^h  you  will  recall  was  the 
procedure  we  follo^ieCIai^thoHi^Jer^^  agreement.  You  will 
note  that  two  llpi^s'^ve  been  leTt  blank  on  page  5»  paragraph  (3) 

- Mrs.  Henney  sal/  you  wou3^  be  able  to  supply  the  required 
information.  ( ] I 

v'  II 

I hope  you  will  able  to'^o  into  this  matter  fairly  soon  - 
one  reason  beinf»  ti^^t^Jireo/Coe  - who  produced  "Two  IY>r  The 
Seesaw"  - would  1 1 ke^ttr "option  the  play  at  once,  and  if  it  is 
completed  will  produce  it  in  the  fall  of  1959.  Mr.  Gibson  is 
worklnr  on  the  play  and  from  present  indications  it  will  be 
ready. 


Tlth  best  regards. 


Sincerely, 


Mr.  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  h Company 

SI 


L /pe 
Fnc . 6 


I 


WM.  B.  MAY  a Co. 
Real  Estate 
14  East  52nd  Street 
New  York  22,  N.  Y. 
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Tills  iiisicllous  and  oiicc-fatal  infant  disease  can  frequently  lie  con- 
trolled— while  a crash  program  to  find  a cure  for  it  goes  forward 


C/J'  —Mystery  “Xiller  of  Children 

Condensed  irom  New  'I'ork  World-Telegram  6<  Sun 

Saturday  Feature  Magazine  James  C.  G.  Conniff 


sRLY  one  morning  during  last 
June's  heat  wave  my  wile  and 
I woke  to  find  that  our  young- 
est child,  Robert,  was  ashen,  appar- 
ently suffocated.  While  I worked  to 
restore  breath  to  his  yet  warm  body, 
my  wife  telephoned  our  doctor  and 
the  police.  They  came  immediately, 
and  fought  hard  to  save  him  with 
oxygen.  The  battle  was  in  vain. 

Afterward  our  doctor  said  to  me, 
painfully,  “All  I can  tell  you  is  that 
if  it  had  to  be,  then  better  at  seven 
weeks  than  at  seven  months  or  seven 
years.” 

Dazed  with  shock,  I could  only 
nod.  But  since  that  bitter  morning  I 
have  come  to  disagree  profoundly 
with  the  idea  that  “it  had  to  be.” 

Bobby’s  killer  was  a relatively  lit- 


tle-known disease  which  bears  half 
a dozen  names.  The  best  known  is 
cystic  fibrosis  of  tbe  pancreas  — C/F, 
for  short.  Unmasked  only  20  years 
ago,  CT  is  estimated  to  threaten 
the  lives  of  some  6000  babies  a year 
in  the  United  States  — about  one  in 
every  600  infants  born  to  white  par- 
ents. (Negroes  rarely  have  C/F, 
Orientals  never.  Why,  nobody 
knows.)  It  sets  in  at  birth  or  soon 
after,  and  until  about  1950  it  meant 
almost  certain  death  before  age  five. 
It  is  completely  non-contagious. 

Bobby,  I have  learned  since  his 
death,  had  a number  of  symptoms 
characteristic  of  C F.  In  spite  of 
repeated  increases  in  his  lormula,  he 
continued  to  have  a voracious  appe- 
tite while  showing  little  weight  gain. 


,NVh‘  Vori{;  H'orld  Trlcurjrn  & Sun  (Mtirch  jrj,  ‘sMl  © /ty  .Vr/i-  Yorl; 
H'orlJ-Trlrgrurn  6“  Sitn  Corp.,  ij^  Hurcluy  St.,  \rir  Yorl(,  V.  V. 


C/F-MYSTERY  KILLER  OF  CHILDREN 


He  had  loose,  frequent,  bulky  bowel 
movemeius  — sure  sign  that  his  food 
wasn’t  getting  a chance  tti  nourish 
him.  He  had  a dry,  hacking  cough, 
and  frequent,  excessive  sweats. 

But  it  is  not  to  rebuke  our  doctor 
that  I am  writing  this  article;  even 
doctors  well  acquainted  with  C/F 
sometimes  have  trotible  identifying 
it.  I write  because  much  progress  can 
be  reported  in  dealing  with  this  dis- 
ease. Because  recently  developed 
laboratory  tests  are  helping  practi- 
tioners to  distinguish  C/F'  from 
other  deceptively  similar  childhood 
ailments.  Because  experts  believe 
that  50  to  60  percent  of  C/F  suffer- 
ers can,  if  diagnosed  early  enough, 
count  on  survival  while  the  crash 
program  to  find  a lasting  cure  goes 
forward. 

What,  then,  was  going  on  in 
Bobby’s  tiny  body.^ 

Those  who  know  most  about 
cystic  fibrosis  say  it  is  an  insidious 
raid  on  an  infant’s  whole  c.xocrine 
(mucus,  tear,  salivary  and  sweat) 
gland  system.  As  early  as  1650  anato- 
mists began  to  suspect  that  some 
mysterious  entity  now  and  then  in- 
vaded the  pancreas,  the  vital  gland 
which  empties  into  the  small  intes- 
tine a clear,  watery  fluid  containing 
enzymes  that  break  up  food  lor 
digestion.  These  early  doctors  ob- 
served that  the  pancreatic  juice 
sometimes  thickened  and  kept  the 
enzymes  from  doing  their  job.  But 
tbe  term  cystic  fibrosis  did  not  enter 
medical  lexicons  as  a formally  recog- 
nized disease  tintil  iq^h,  wben  Dr. 
Cuido  F'anconi,  of  Zurich,  Switzer- 


land, described  three  cases  and  gave 
what  is  still  their  commonest  name 
to  the  linked  symptoms  afflicting 
both  digestive  system  and  lungs. 

I'he  F'anconi  find  made  no  head- 
lines, unfortunately,  and  it  was  not 
until  1938  that  Dr.  Dorothy  H. 
Andersen,  now  chief  pathologist  at 
New  'I’ork’s  Columbia-Presbvterian 
Babies  Hospital,  performed  parallel 
studies  and  alerted  the  profession.  In 
autopsies  of  infants  who  had  died  of 
“pulmonary  disease,"  Dr.  .-\nderscn 
was  disturbed  by  tbe  frequency  with 
which  she  found  pluggcd-tip  pan- 
creatic ducts.  The  pancreas  had  pro- 
duced not  its  usual  thin,  clear  fluid, 
but  a thick,  gelatin-like  substance. 

With  the  pancreas  blocked.  Dr. 
Andersen  reasoned,  no  baby  can 
manufacture  the  enzymes  to  digest 
his  food.  Undernourished,  he  be- 
comes a pushover  lor  infection.  This 
pancreatic  blockage,  if  unchecked, 
extends  also  to  the  lungs:  the  same 
kind  of  sticky  mucus  gradually 
plugs  them,  too.  With  less  and  less 
air  ventilating  their  honeycomb  pas- 
sages, tbe  lungs  become  the  locus  of 
infection  which  in  a weakened  child 
is  almost  always  fatal. 

Dr.  Andersen’s  first  thought  was: 
forestall  this  fatal  lung  involvement 
by  making  iqi  lor  the  pancreatic  in- 
sufficiency; give  extra  nourishment 
to  youngsters  who  show  signs  of 
C F.  This  she  did  with  a high-pro- 
tein diet,  massive  doses  of  vitamins, 
rivers  of  "percomorpb  oil"  (oleum 
percomor[ihtim)  — a C F’  regimen 
still  very  much  in  use.  To  fight  in- 
fections that  already  had  a lung  loot- 
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hold.  Dr.  Andersen  at  first  used  sul- 
fathiazole.  She  is  still  partial  to  the 
sulfa  drug.s,  because  children  seem 
to  take  longer  than  adults  in  build- 
ing up  resistance  to  them.  But  it  is  to 
penicillin  and  the  ensuing  antibi- 
otics that  she  credits  the  phenomenal 
rise  in  C F survival  rates. 

Where  20  years  ago  more  than  75 
percent  of  C F victims  died  before 
their  first  birthday  (and  were  diag- 
nosed only  at  autopsy),  today  better 
than  50  percent  of  nearly  500  fibro- 
cvstics  diagnosed  at  Columbia-Pres- 
bvterian  Babies  Hospital  early 
enough  to  benefit  by  these  treat- 
ments are  still  alive.  Fifty-five  of 
them  are  over  ten  years  old;  the  old- 
est is  22.  Most  are  a hit  smaller  than 
average,  and  tend  to  be  non-athletic. 
But,  bv  and  large,  they  have  been 
able  to  keep  up  with  normal  interests 
of  childhood  and  youth. 

Since  Dr.  Andersen's  first  work, 
medical  researchers  have  learned, 
step  by  step,  how  to  make  more  con- 
sistently accurate  diagnoses  on  each 
of  C/F’s  several  frontiers.  They  have 
painstakingly  mapped  the  widely 
differing  courses  of  treatment  that 
C F calls  lor  when  attacking  lungs 
or  digestive  system,  sweat  mecha- 
nism or  even  liver.  These  treat- 
ments, taken  together,  are  essentially 
a delaying  action  until  a cure  is 
found,  but  they  give  solid  hope  to 
thousands  everywhere. 

F'or  all-important  early  detection, 
conventional  X-raying  of  chest  trou- 
ble by  experts  can  help.  One  of  the 
core  discoveries,  however  — which 
too  lew  doctors  and  almost  no  par- 


ents know  about  — is  a fast,  gg-per- 
cent-foolproof  diagnostic  procedure 
pioneered  by  Dr.  Paul  A.  di  Sant- 
'Agnesc,  .Assistant  Profes.sor  of  Pedi- 
atrics at  Columbia-Presbyterian 
Medical  Center. 

Known  as  the  “sweat  test,”  this 
key  to  C 'F  owes  its  discovery  to  a 
heat  wave  in  New  York  City  in  .\u- 
gust  ig4h,  when  heat  prostration 
brought  ten  children  to  Columbia- 
Presbyterian  Babies  Hospital.  Five 
were  known  from  previous  visits  to 
be  suffering  from  C'F.  Di  Sant- 
’.\gnese  reasoned  that  since  in  these 
patients  other  exocrine  glands  were 
functioning  abnormally,  perhaps  the 
sweat  glands,  too,  were  shirking 
their  job  of  cooling.  So  he  ran  com- 
parative sweat  analyses  on  four  “con- 
trol” subjects  (non-C'F  children) 
and  on  lour  known  fibrocystics.  The 
laboratory  findings:  the  C;F  chil- 
dren's sweat  yielded  a salt  content 
so  much  higher  as  to  indicate  strong- 
ly that  i)  here  was  a superior  diag- 
nostic tool  to  identify  C/F,  and  2) 
by  giving  extra  salt  to  C/F  sufferers 
it  might  be  possible  to  save  them 
from  heat  prostration. 

Since  ig^g  all  C/F  children  at 
Babies  Hospital  Cystic  Fibrosis 
Clinic  have  been  given  extra  salt 
(up  to  two  grams  a day)  in  hot 
weather.  There  have  been  no  trou- 
blesome cases  of  heat  prostration 
since. 

Anxious  to  make  the  di  Sant’Ag- 
nese  sweat  test  so  quick  and  simple 
that  anybody  could  use  it.  Dr.  Harry 
Schwachman,  of  the  Children's 
Medical  Center,  Boston,  and  a group 


C/F-MYSTERY  KILLER  OF  CHILDREN 


of  co-workcrs  devised  a scheme  for 
testing  /wMt/  sweat.  They  dissolved 
silver  nitrate  and  potassium  chro- 
mate in  boiling  agar  (seaweed  gela- 
tin), then  cooled  the  combination  to 
a firm  red  jelly  in  a shallow  glass 
dish.  Onto  its  surface  they  gently 
pressed  the  palm  of  a child  sus- 
pected, for  other  reasons,  of  having 
C/F.  A sharply  defined  yellowish- 
white  handprint  appeared  at  once. 
The  hand  sweat  of  non-fibrocystics 
left  almost  no  trace  at  all.  This  test 
was  repeated  and  repeated,  with 
identical  findings.  Now,  with  sub- 
sequent refinements,  it  can  be  used 
to  screen  large  numbers  of  children 
tor  cystic  fibrosis. 

Meanwhile,  via  laboratory  and 
bedside  studies,  researchers  are  mov- 
ing rapidly  toward  isolating  the  key 
mechanism  which  triggers  the 
whole  C/F  syndrome. 

It  is  now  known,  for  instance,  that 
a defective  gene  in  both  parents 
plays  a crucial  role  in  the  risk  that 
their  children  may  be  born  fibro- 
cystic. Something  like  one  in  50  per- 
sons is  believed  to  have  this  lurking 
gene,  and  its  presence  cannot  be 
predetected.  But  even  if  both  parties 
to  a marriage  have  it,  their  offspring 
will  not  be  fibrocystic  unless  the  im- 
paired genes  combine  in  a certain 
manner  — about  which  relatively  lit- 
tle is  yet  known. 

Inroads  on  the  advanced-stage  suf- 
focation danger  of  C/F  have  been 
made  in  recent  years  by  means  of 
improved  techniques  of  inhalation 
therapy.  Almost  all  C/F  authorities 


now  use  medicinal  detergents  in 
nebulizers  (fine-mist  atomizers)  to 
loosen  and  liquefy  the  deposits  of 
lung  mucus;  then,  by  postural  drain- 
age-kneeling, with  forehead  to  the 
floor  — the  patients  cough  it  up. 

As  a clearinghouse  lor  informa- 
tion and  as  a spur  to  research,  the 
non-profit  National  Cystic  Fibrosis 
Research  Foundation*  was  estab- 
lished in  ig55  by  an  attractive  young 
doctor,  Wynne  Sharpies,  who  has  a 
C/F  son  and  daughter  of  her  own. 
The  Foundation,  to  which  Dr. 
Sharpies  today  gives  most  of  her 
time,  already  has  47  chapters  across 
the  country,  and  it  has  raised  more 
chan  $200,000  for  research  into  every 
conceivable  aspect  of  C/F.  It  cannot, 
unfortunately,  undertake  to  provide 
financial  help  for  stricken  families. 
Realizing,  however,  chat  the  cost  of 
drugs,  vitamins  and  protein  foods 
for  a C/F  child  may  run  as  high  as 
$150  a month  (average:  Syoo-Sgoo  a 
year),  it  has  organized  committees 
to  get  e.xpensive  medicines  at  rock- 
bottom  cost  from  cooperative  drug 
houses  for  families  least  able  to  stand 
the  financial  strain. 

But  the  big  essential  for  a C F 
victim  is  early  detection.  .-Vnd  Dr. 
Sharpies  has  found  that  the  one  who 
often  prompts  the  correct  diagnosis 
is  the  mother.  “Let  her  be  sure  to  tell 
her  baby  doctor  of  symptoms  that 
worry  her,”  says  Dr.  Sharpies.  "To- 
gether they  may  know  the  satisfac- 
tion of  saving  a child’s  life.” 

•Atlclrcss:  2300  Westmoreland  St..  I^hila* 
delphia  ^0,  Pa. 
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October  29,  1958 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

c/o  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
15  W.  l6th  St. 

New  York,  11,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 


Because  we  all  have  a mutual  interest  in  the  health 
and  happiness  of  children,  we  are  writing  you 
concerning  a cookbook  of  recipes  of  famous  people 
we  are  compiling,  the  proceeds  of  which  will  go  to 
organizations  doing  research  on  incurable  diseases 
of  children. 

We  would  surely  like  to  include  your  favorite  recipe 
in  our  book,  and  would  greatly  appreciate  it  if  you 
could  take  the  time  from  your  busy  schedule  to  jot 
it  down  for  us.  Enclosed  is  a self-addressed  envelope 
and  questionnaire  which  may  be  helpful  to  you.  We 
would  appreciate  your  signing  your  recipe  in  order 
that  we  may  have  your  signature  reproduced  on  the 
cover  of  our  cookbook. 

We  feel  this  may  be  a very  good  way  to  help  those 
little  ones  who  are  in  need  of  care.  Your  recipe 
will  be  used  solely  for  this  purpose. 

Tliank  you  for  your  kind  cooperation,  and  we  will 
look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


Sincerely, 

Mrs.  Benton  F.  Hill 
Sec'y.,  .Houston  Chapter 
of  National  Cystic  Fibrosis 
Research  Foundation 


MPH : mp 
End , 


"MY  FAVORITE  RECIPE"  - To  be  published  in  a cookbook  to  aid 

in  the  research  of  inccupable  children's  diseases. 

NAME:  Miss  Helen  K^^ller 


Is  this  a favorite  family  recipe? 

Do  you  prepare  it  personally? 

If  this  is  a seasonal  food,  at  what  time  of  year  is  it  most 
popular? 

NAME  OF  RECIPE: 

INGREDIENTS; 


PREPARATION  OF  INGREDIENTS: 


YOUR  COMMENTS: 


We  would  like  to  assure  you  that  this  recipe  will  be  used 
solely  for  the  purpose  stated  above.  Thank  you  most  sincerely. 


HOUSTON,  TEXAS  CHAPTER  OP  NATIONAL 
CYSTIC  FIBROSIS  RESEARCH  FOUNDATION 


• Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE:  LEASALIS,  NEW  YORK 


I am  enclosing  six  copies  of  "The  Miracle  Worker” 
papers,  signed  by  Doubleday,  together  with  copy 
of  Ken  McCormick's  letter.  You  will  note  I made 
the  changes  and  clarifications  you  discussed  with 
Bill,  and  that  Ken  has  inserted  the  pertinent 
information  re  previous  pictures.  I think  ths  se 
papers  are  now  ready  for  Miss  Keller's  and  your 
initials  and  signatures. 

My  suggestion  to  save  time,  is  that  you  return 
them  to  Bill  who  will  sign  and  forward  all 
copies  to  me  for  distribution;  and  I shall  send 
you  two  fully  executed  copies. 

With  every  good  wish. 


October  28,  19^8 


Dear  Nell a Henney 


Re:  THE  mEACLE  WORKER 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 


LS/ps 
Enc  s . 6 1 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 


575  MAhlSON  AMM  f -,H\v  VORK 


iiK  * ^ mu.  ' ) 


October  2],  19^8 


Dear  Leah : 

here-itn  tne  contract  properly  s...gnea, 

I ii7.-e.  I'm  Surry  tnis  tooK  a little 
more  time  than  I originally  anticipated, 
but  I nac  ailiicuity  locating  Neila 
Heaney  to  find  out  aoout  tne  two  Keller 
pictures. 

Ai  fectioiia  te  best. 


Sincerely 


4[en  .JlcCormick 
Bditor  in  Cnief 


1 A'-e  Saiisbory 
street 
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THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


ro 


57  WILLOUGHBY  STREET  • BROOKLYN  1,  N.  Y. 


Telephone  MAin  4-5152 


PETER  J.  SALMON 
Executive  Director 


BROOKLYN  FACILITIES 

HEADQUARTERS 
57  Willoughby  Street 
VOCATIONAL  INSTITUTE 
57  Willoughby  Street 
IHB  CLUB 
43  Greene  Avenue 
IHB  RESIDENCE 
520  Gates  Avenue 

SERVICE  BUREAU  FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 
57  Willoughby  Street 

NURSERY  SCHOOL 
FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 
1255  - 84th  Street 
IHB  INDUSTRIES 
514  Gates  Avenue 
1000  Atlantic  Avenue 
WAREHOUSE 
91  Clifton  Place 
LONG  ISLAND  FACILITIES 
FIELD  OFFICES 

147-11  Archer  Avenue,  Jamaica 
199  Merrick  Road,  Rockville  Centre 
31  McDermott  Avenue,  Riverhead 
IHB  RESIDENCE 

'■'Burrwood",  Cold  Spring  Harbor 
OLD  WATER  MILL  SHOP  AND  TEA  ROOM 
Water  Mill 


I H B 

SERVICES 

SERVICE  BUREAU  FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 
PUBLIC  EDUCATION  and 
INFORMATION 
SOCIAL  CASE  WORK 
HOME  TEACHING 
PROGRAM  FOR  DEAF-BLIND 
and  HARD-OF-HEARING  BLIND 
MEDICAL  PROGRAM 
OPTICAL  AIDS  PROGRAM 
RESIDENCES 
RECREATION  PROGRAM 
DAY  CENTER  PROGRAMS 
VOLUNTEER  SERVICES 
VOCATIONAL  GUIDANCE 
and  TRAINING 
SELECTIVE  PLACEMENT 
SPECIAL  WORKSHOPS 
HOMEWORK 
BUSINESS  ENTERPRISES 


Oct.  30  1958 


Dear  Mrs.  Henneyj- 

Am  returning  the  book,  under  separate 
cover,  and  all  typewritten  material. 

This  is  everything  up  to  the  present 
date, 

I shall  be  away  for  a week  from  Nov, 

15  to  22, 

Am  sending  you  the  bill  for  September 
and  October,  As  there  was  no;t  very  much 
for  September  I have  held  it  over  until 
now.  Would  a bill  to  you  every  two  or 
three  months  be  satisfactory  to  you? 

Sept,  8 pages 

Oct,  15  " 

23  " @ . 15 

postage 

Total 


Very  truly 

e,v\o  L . 


3.15 

.30 

3VT5 


Helping  the  Blind  to  Help  Themselves 

TRUSTEES: 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  Honorary  President;  HENRY  S.  CONOVER,  President;  MILTON  T.  VANDER  VEER,  Vice-President;  MAHHEW  C.  JONES,  Treasurer; 
DAVID  J.  ASKIN,  JR.,  Secretory;  HENRY  J.  BENISCH,  LEON  W.  BENTLEY,  JAMES  W.  CARPENTER,  HON.  JOSEPH  B.  CAVALLARO,  WEBSTER  J. 
CAYE,  WILLIAM  R.  DEYO,  JOHN  H.  FINN,  JAMES  B.  FISHER,  ROBERT  L.  HARDING,  OLIVER  B.  JENNINGS,  JOSEPH  A.  KAISER,  MORRIS  KIRSCH, 
HALSEY  B.  KNAPP,  HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRICK,  JOHN  E.  McKEEN,  RABBI  MAX  MEYER,  HON.  MYLES  A.  PAIGE,  ANDREW  S.  ROSCOE, 
HARRY  R.  SOCOLOF,  DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD,  REV.  WILLIAM  J.  WALSH,  REV.  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON,  D.D.,  HON.  CLARENCE  WILSON. 
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Excerpts  from  AVALANCHE  by  Joseph  Wechsberg  to  be  copied 
for  Helen  Keller 

Page 

6-3:  The  mountain  people. . .a  cosmic  explosion. 

8-13:  Dust  avalanohes .. .causing  tidal  waves  In  them. 

14-16:  A particularly  vicious  type  of  avalanche ..  .caugjit  In  the 
slide  and  killed. 

17:  There  have  always  been  avalanches. . .Most  of  them  were  dead. 
19-20:  One  of  the  worst .. .unnoticed  and  unrecorded. 

21:  In  January  19&4...the  village  of  Blons. 

82:  The  age  of  motorization. . .look  up  at  the  slopes. 

89-90:  Much  depends  on  the  first  snow... did  not  want  to  know -the 


109^110:0n  the  Streep  alopes ..  .ditch  around  the  house. 

Mrs.  Rletz--please  transcribe  what  follows: 

l^rlday  Jan.  8 began  as  a clear,  cool,  sunny  day  In  Blons. 
3:30  In  the  evening  It  began  to  snow,  much  to  the  delight  of 
the  children,  and  the  thermometer  began  to  fall  rapidly.  By 
Sat.  the  storm  had  turned  Into  a raging  blizzard  which 
continued  all  day  Sunday.  Paths  and  roads  were  blocked  by 
snow  and  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  people  of 
Blons  learned  that  an  avalanche  had  struck  the  village  of 
Fontanella  five  miles  away,  killing  two  young  boys.  The 
storm  became  worse  that  Sunday  night.  As  long  as  the 
electricity  laste  of  the  danger  of  avalanches  kept 


coming  In  over  th  Igh  mountain  villages  were  cut  off 

A 

from  any  kind  of  transport  and  that  night  the  telephone  lines 
went  down  and  all  communication  with  the  outside  world  came  to 
an  end.  "Few  people  slept  well  that  night  In  Blons."  One  of 
the  school  girls  remembered  the  "terrible  reading  and  howling 
of  the  storm... like  In  a ghost  story."  She  and  the  rest  of  her 


truth 
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family  prayed.  "A  lot  of  people  In  Blons  were  praying  that 
night.  The  blizzard  was  still  gcoxtnqixB  going  strong  on 
Monday,  the  day  of  the  avalanches.  They  came  without 
warning  and  here  I will  go  back  to  the  book  for  the 
experiences  of  a 25-year  old  young  man,  Albert  Dunser,  who 
set  out  shortly  before  half-past  nine  that  morning  to  ski 
to  the  Adler  Inn  In  the  church  village  from  his  father's 
house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Eschtobel  Valley,  under 
ordinary  conditions  a short  run.  He  saved  his  life  by 
leaving  home.  The  Falv  avalanche  came  down  at  9:36  and 
when  It  was  over  Albert  was  on  a dead  white  slope.  His 
father's  house  was  deep  under  the  snow  and  the  rest  of  his 
family  was  kllledT\ 

Page 

115-12D:  He  put  on  his  skis-.,.'  strange  and  unpredictable. 

1Y2-175:  A dry-snow  avalanche, . .It  acted  like  a pair  of  dice,. 

lS5-l86f  One  hundred  and  fifteen  people .. .crippled  and 
wounded, 

227-228T~The  funeral  took  place... OF  JANUARY  11,  195^. 


jVhe  disaster  would  not  have  been  so  great  If  Blons  had 
been  prepared  for  It.  It  was  probably  not  their  fault  that 
there  was  no  doctor  In  the  village,  but  there  was  only  one 
stretcher,  no  flashlights,  no  antiseptics,  no  anesthetics, 
no  bandages,  no  extra  beds,  sheets,  or  pillows.  Most  of 
the  wounded  and  dying  had  to  lie  on  the  bare  floor  and 

they  screamed/ti^paln,  they  were  told  to  shut  up." 

The  villagers  had  no  Implements  and  they  dldn  t even  know  u, 
enough  to  mark  the  spots  where  they  saw  a house  or  a 
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person  disappear  under  the  snow.  There  were  no  avalanche  doss, 
clever  animals  trained  to  sniff  out  the  location  of  the 
hurled  victims,  no  avalanche  probes  which  men  use  for  the 
same  purpose.  It  was  24  hours  after  the  morning 

avalanche  before  of  the  Blons  disaster  reached  the  outside 

world.  Then  the  great  rescue  system  was  set  In  motion,  with 
trained  experts  and  volunteers  converging  on  the  stricken 
village,  hut  by  the  time  they  could  get  there  it  was  too 
late  to  save  many  of  the  vietlms.  Some  of  them  were  not 
even  found  until  months  later  after  the  snow  had  melted, 
in  the  emotional  stress  following  the  catastrophe  Blons 
decided  to  stock  up  on  emergency  equipment,  but  as  time 
passed  they  became  more  and  more  half-hearted  about  It. 

They  have  a few  more  stretchers  and  a handful  of  avalanche 
probes,  but  no  medical  supplies  and  not  much  else  that  they 
need.  The  Austrian  government  has  built  defenses  on  the 
Montcalv  slope.  Those  on  the  Falv  slope  will  probably  not 
be  finished  until  1965.  Meanwhile  the  villagers! are  h 

fatalistic.  They  have  been  subject  to  avalanches  for  500 
years,  they  know  that  It  may  be  a long  time  before  another 
major  disaster  strikes,  they  haven’t  too  much  faith  in  the 
government  defenses.  Avalanches  are  the  will  of  God  and 
there  Is  nothing  much  that  anyone  can  do  against  them. 


Snovrville,  Oct.  20,  1958 


c ■K* ; 

; c C i • ‘'-c 

V -.1,.  ^ . i -f  • / 

CJ  ^ |iJ  ■,a-VU^‘a 

Darling  Helen, 

A day  or  so  ago  I had  a letter  from  one  of 

the  editors  at  Doubleday ' a asking  for  permission  to  use 

March  1959 

THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  as  the/selectlon  of  their  International 
Collectors  Library  which  Is  made  up  of  books  of  permanent 
value  In  fine  bindings.  The  guaranteed  payment  Is  $450 
with  a 9d  royalty  on  all  copies  tetiS  sold  after  this 
amount  is  earned.  The  proceeds  will  be  divided  equally  between 
you  and  Doubleday's.  Of  course  I gave  the  necessary  permission, 
but  I wanted  you  to  know  about  It.  I told  Polly  yesterday. 

Some  time  back  I wrote  you  about  a letter 
which  Dr.  Hans  Syz,  head  of  the  Llfwynn  Foundation  In 
Westport,  had  written  you  at  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  Robert 
Duffus.  He  sent  along  a couple  of  pamphlets  and  a 600-page 
volume  of  selected  letters  by  Dr.  Trigant  Burrow  who 
established  the  Llfwynn  Foundation;  the  book  is  called  A SEARCH 
FOR  MAN'S  SANITY  and  because  of  the  technical  terms  Involved 
(medical  and| psychoanalytical  and  biological)  I have  found 
all  this  fairly  heavy  going. 

This  Foundation  is  working  on  a new  physiological 
technique,  based  upon  group  analysis,  to  keep  man  from  being 
so  self-destructive.  They  feel  that  somewhere  along  the  line, 
back  in  the  distant  past,  there  came  a hitch  In  the  evolutionary 
process  and  that  through  this  unfortunate.  Inadvertent  mishap 
man  lost  the  Instinctive  reaction  to  life  which  Involved  the 
whole  of  his  organism.  Man  is  now  at  war  with  himself,  both 
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Internally  as  an  individual  and  externally  as  a member  of  a 
group  In  society.  This  Is  due,  In  part,  they  feel,  to  biological 
causes;  the  problem  must  therefore  be  solved.  In  part,  through 
biological  means  (Just  how  I do  not  understand).  Other  agencies 
must  cooperate  and  mental  disturbances  must  be  approached  as 
a community  problem,  like,  for  example,  tuberculosis.  This  was 
not  brought  under  control  so  long  as  only  those  able  to  afford 
treatment  got  It;  It  had  to  be  handled  as  a social  problem,  and 
the  same  is  true  of  all  communicable  diseases.  Among  these  the 
Foundation  Includes  the  nervous  disorders  that  now  afflict 
mankind . 

The  members  of  the  Llfwynn  Foundation  through  the  use 
of  scientific  Instruments  and  In  other  ways  believe  that  they 
have  discovered  "the  locus  of  self-consciousness,"  the  first 
place  where  Inner  tensions  manifest  themselves.  Just  behind 
the  forehead.  In  this  connection  Dr.  Syz  sent  along  a pamphlet 
In  which  there  is  a reference  to  a letter  which  you  wrote  some 
years  ago  to  Dr.  Thomas  D.  Eliot  of  Northwestern  University  In 
which  you  apparently  agreed  with  this.  Evelyn  has  not  been  able 
to  find  this  letter  and  I Imagine  It  was  burned  In  the  Arcan 
Ridge  fire.  Dr.  Syz  wanted  to  know  Just  what  you  had  said  and 
hoped  you  would  amplify  It,  but  I have  already  answered  his 
letter  (did  that  long  ago,  putting  him  off)  and  I think  you  need 
not  bother  with  It  unless  you  happen  to  be  interested. 

He  and  his  colleagues  seem  to  think  (If  I understand 
them  aright  and  they  admit  that  they  are  not  easy  to  understand 
without  personal  contact  with  their  work)  that  If  this 
biological  aspect  of  the  matter  can  be  straightened  out  to 
bring  In  the  entire  organism  there  will  be  some  hope  of  getting 
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mankind  into  a mood  of  cooperation  in  which  he  lives  by 
an  instinctual,  unitary  pattern  instead  of  by  the  so-called 
"normal"  patterns  with  which  he  has  frightened  and  hampered 
himself.  As  a matter  of  fact,  I think  you  have  already  in  a 
high  degree  Just  what  they  are  aiming  at  for  everybody.  The 
£.ast  paragraph  of  his  letter  to  you  is  as  follows: 

"I  do  not  want  to  close  without  saying  how  much  I 
enjoyed  the  selections  from  your  writings,  THE  OPEN  DOOR, 
published  last  year.  It  is  a great  encouragement  to  all  those 
Interested  in  a saner  society,  and  is  a welcome  assurance  of 
your  unremitting  vigor  and  constructive  contribution  toward 
human  growth." 

Now  two  quotations  from  Dr.  Burrows'  letter  and  then  I 

sBxiiBmi 

am  done.  THANK  GOODNESS,  I can  hear  you  sayl 

"In  this  dynamic  age  it  is  youth  to  whom  we  are  looking 
to  rebuild  a most  dull  and  disfigured  world.  The  older  generation 
is  not  to  be  leaned  upon.  The  vitality  it  boasts  of  is  not  real. 
There  is  the  need  that  youth  awaken  to  its  own  strength  and  to 
its  own  intelligence  and  not  render  itself  impotent  and  dependent 
in  response  to  the  impotence  and  dependence  of  a superstitious 
social  tradltiion." 

"People's  standards  have  been  too  external, isBixBxtafflB* 
too  moral . This  may  shock  you  unless  you  realize  the  sense  in 
which  I mean  it  and  the  spirit  in  which  I say  it.  Morality  is 
the  precept  we  obey  at  the  behest  of  others,  at  the  demand 
that  lies  outside  ourselves.  In  this,  morality  is  nolt  better 
than  Immorality.  Both  are  based  on  emotion  and  the  wish.  Real 
integrity  of  personality  builds  from  within.  It  rests  upon 
thought  and  self -development . " 

I said  I would  shut  up.  I'll  do  it  quickly,  right  now, 
with  my  love  and  my  love  and  my  love  to  you  and  Polly. 


Nella 


Snowvllle,  Oct.  3,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 

I have  at  last  found  time  to  mark  the  passages 
In  the  book  AVALANCHE  to  be  transcribed  for  you.  In  one  way 
I found  the  book  a great  disappointment:  Joseph  Wechsberg, 
the  author,  le  an  excellent  reporter  and  what  he  says  about 
avalanches  Is  very  good  (the  best  of  these  parts  I have 
marked  for  you),  but  he  is  a highly  sophisticated  man  without 
the  slightest  understanding  of  simple  country  people  or  their 
way  of  life.  He  tells  what  happened  to  many  of  the  individual 
peasants  in  the  village  of  Blons  which  was  the  scene  of  the 
disaster,  but  he  does  not  make  you  feel  what  happened,  so  I 

am  leaving  atHA.  this  out. 

A 

Blons,  before  the  avalanches  struck  on  Jan. 

11,  19 5A,  was  an  Idyllic,  "unspoiled"  mountain  village,  so 
out-of-the-way  that  it  is  not  even  mentioned  in  guidebooks. 

"The  inhabitants  of  the  mountain  villages  (in  the  Alps)  are 
reluctant  to  admit  it,  but  their  villages  often  lie  in  suicidal 
spots... But  the  most  suicidal  spot  of  all  is — or,  rather,  was — 
the  village  of  Blons... No  other  recorded  avalanche  in  modern 
history  has  done  so  much  to  so  many  in  so  short  a time  and  so 
small  a place." 

Blons  lies  in  northwestern  Austria  in  the 
Great  Walser  Valley  which  because  of  its  great  beauty,  with 
lofty  peaks  and  charming  valleys  is  referred  to  by  the 
inhabitants  as  "the  golden  west."  Blons  Itself  is  divided 
into  three  villages,  the  oldest  and  most  Important  of  which 
is  Blonserberg.  The  church  is  here  and  the  natives  called  it 
the  Kk  Klrchdorf  or  "Church  Village."  It  lies  on  the 
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steep  slopes  of  a peak  named  Montcalv  which  is  6O7O  ft,  hi^. 

A twenty  minute  walk  away  is  the  second  district,  Walkenhach, 
which  lies  on  the  steep  slopes  of  another  peak,  the  Falv,  which 
is  6110  ft.  hish.  About  half  an  hour  away  on  foot  lies  the 
third  settlement  of  the  village,  Valentschlna.  This  is  the 
poorest  of  all.  It  was  unhurt  by  the  avalanches,  but  because 
of  the  deep  snow  and  the  lack  of  communication  they  did  not 
know  until  two  days  later  that  their  sister  villages  had  been 
struck'. 

There  are  various  ways  In  which  protection  against 
avalanches  can  be  supplied,  but  they  are  all  expensive  and 
not  one  is  entirely  dependable.  Cutting  down  the  forests  on 
the  slopes  of  Montcalv  and  Falv  has  vastly  Increased  the  danger 
here  and  the  same  thing  has  happened  in  many  other  areas. 
Replanting  is  costly  and  difficult  because  erosion  followed 
the  cutting  down.  Even  when  trees  are  present  certain  types 
of  avalanches  simply  flow  through  them  and  continue  on  their 
way  to  destruction.  Fences  and  walls  can  be  erected  at 
strategic  points,  but  in  a poverty-stricken  area  like  this 
the  amount  of  money  needed  is  all  but  impossible  to  come  by. 
Many  scientists  are  studying  avalanches  now  and  a fine  system 
of  warning  has  been  established  throughout  the  Alps,  but  this 
is  not  much  help  when  the  electricity  goes  off,  as  it  did  at 
Blons.  The  native  peoples  say  the  White  Death  has  many  faces 
and  there  is  nothing  anyone  can  do  about  it.  And  when  the 
horror  of  that  Jan.  11  was  over,  what  do  you  think  they  did? 
Built  new  houses  exactly  where  their  old  ones  had  stood'. 

I am  making  a list  of  the  excerpts  to  be  copied  on 
separate  sheets  of  paper.  You  will  get  this  letter  before  you 
get  them  and  if  there  are  any  questions  you  would  like  to  ask 
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Just  make  a list  of  them  and  I'll  see  If  i can  find  the 
answers . 

Keith  Interrupted  me  a while  back  to  call  me  downstairs 
to  watch  the  third  game  In  the  baseball  World  Series.  It 
turned  out  to  be  a very  dull  game,  but  there  was  one 
thrilling  moment.  This  was  whan  the  great  Negro  player, 

Roy  Campanella,  was  wheeled  in  to  the  stands  to  watch  the 
game.  He  still  cannot  walk  and  hla  neck  is  still  In  a 
brace,  but  he  has  made  a magnificent  fight  towards  recovery 

and  whan  his  wheelchair  appeared  the  entire  crowd 71,000 

people!— rose  to  Its  feet  and  gave  him  a wild  and  enthusiastic 
ovation.  It  was  a wonderful  tribute  to  simple  human  courage. 
And  a tribute  to  the  human  heart  which  KBa  recognizes  it. 

I don't  think  you  could  find  a crowd  with  most  diversified 
types  In  It  than  the  one  that  gathers  for  a baseball  game. 

We  11  be  setting  out  for  Garden  City  about  a month 
from  now  and  I'll  see  you  and  Polly  soon  after  we  return. 

I long  for  It. 

Love  always  and  always, 

Nella 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
October  6,  1958 


Dear  Mrs.  Rletz: 


Many  thanks  for  the  letters  that  you  have 
transcribed  for  Miss  Keller.  I think  the  material  that  I 
am  sending  now  Is  self-explanatory.  Please  send  the  letter 
ahead  of  the  excerpts  from  the  book,  then  when  you  are 
finished,  the  book  and  the  copy  back  to  me,  please.  The 
book  excerpts  are  to  be  charged  to  Miss  Keller,  the  rest 
to  me. 

I cannot  tell  you  what  a comfort  It  Is  to 
have  you  at  that  end  of  the  line. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 


Sincerely  yours, 

9.  H 


Mrs.  william  J.  Rletz 
1708  Sheepshead  Bay  Road 
Brooklyn  35 

N.Y. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC, 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


October  31,  1958 


Dear  Nella; 

I'm  sure  you’ll  be  happy  to  know  that 
THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  by  Helen  Keller 
will  be  an  International  Collectors  Library 
selection  for  March,  '59.  The  guarantee  is 
$450  and  royalty  90  per  copy , which  as  you  know 
is  split  between  author  and  publisher. 


/ 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 
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1209  - 17th  Avenue  South 
Nashville  12,  Tennessee 
November  1,  1958 


Miss  Nella  Braddy 
c/o  Doubleday  & Compc.ny 
Garden  City 
Long  Island,  New  York 

Dear  Miss  Braddy: 

I am  a graduate  student  at  Peabody  College  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  I am  doing  a research  paper  on  the  life  of 
luine  Sullivan  Macy.  Helge  Lende , librarian  for  the  AFB, 
suggested  that  you  might  be  able  to  give  me  information 
as  to  the  sources  that  were  used  in  your  book  AilNB  SULLIVAN 
MACY. 

Unclosed  is  a self-addressed  envelope,  I would  appreciate 
any  help  you  may  be  able  to  give  me. 

Sincerely  yours, 

1^.  ^ 

Randall  K.  Harley,  Jr. 
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DOUHLEDAY  & COMl'ANY.  INC.,  PiMshns 


575  MAUISUN  .\VENUi£,  NEW  YOKK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


liovaidaer  3»  1-958 


13«ar  Eiilsni 


"Happlneits"  f)raa  HIE  u£iM  DUH  has  btiOD 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE:  LEASAHS,  NEW  YORK 


Dear  Mrs,  Henney: 

Re;  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 

We  are  sending  you  herewith  two  fully 
executed  copies  of  the  contract  in 
connection  with  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  - 
as  a play. 


Mrs.  Nell a B,  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Carden  City,  N.Y, 

ps 

Enc, 


Noveraber  Ij.,  1958 


Sincerely, 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS’  REPRESENTATIVES 


1038  Applegate  Avenue 
Elizabeth,  New  Jersey 
October  28,  1958 


Kiss  Helen  Keller 
c/o  American  Foundation 
For  the  Blind,  Inc: 

15  V.''est  Sixthteenth  St. 

New  York,  New  York 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

After  reading  your  life  story  as  a project  in 
English  class,  which  I enjoyed  very  much,  I felt  I 
would  just  have  to  v:rite  to  you  and  if  you  don’t 
mind,  I viould  like  to  ask  you  a fe\i  questions. 

Did  the  doctor  ever  give  you  any  hope  that  an 
operation  might  help?  I also  v;ondered  if  you  ever 
thought  of  going  to  one  of  the  religious  shrines 
vfhere  so  many  wonderful  cures  have  been  preformed? 
And  last,  but  not  least,  did  you  ever  make  any 
personal  appearances  on  television? 

I hope  you  do  not  think  I am  to  personal^  Miss 
Keller,  but  I am  just  very  Interested  in  your 
wonderful  life. 


Slncerly  yours, 

GaL^x-vrCX, 


P.S. 

Would  it  be  possible  to  have  a picture  of  you. 
Miss  Keller^  for  our  English  class  bulletin  board. 

I would  appreciate  it  very  much. 
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The  beouty  of  Christmas  at  the  Dennis  has  been 
famous  for  many  years  with  indoor  and  outdoor_ 
decorations  attracting  guests  from  near  and^ 

This  year  as  olways  the  great  tree  in  the 
Lobby  is  the  focal  point  — on  original  and 
tribute  to  the  Christmas  spirit. 


U <v.  1 1^ 
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Pub.  by  Page  Sfudio,  Red  8onk,  N.  J. 
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Copy  of  Braille  Letter 


EDUCATION  SU"^^ARY 
100  Garfield  Avenue 
New  London,  Conn. 
(Undated) 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  V/est  I6th  Street 
New  York  11,  N.Y. 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

Vhat  I have  to  say  nay  seem  incongruous  at  first — but  may  I have  your  indulgence 
for  a moment? 

As  one  of  a series  of  thoughtful  lay  opinions  on  education,  we  are  planning  to  carry 
in  the  January  12  issue  of  EDUCATION  SIWARY  a brief  article  on  the  topic  "Teaching 
the  Skill  of  Listening."  I would  very  much  like  you  to  write  that  article. 

I know  that  you  cannot  hear.  Yet  it  strikes  me  that  you,  with  your  great  gift  for 
absorbing  sensory  impressions  from  your  surroundings,  are  the  perfect  person  to  write 
such  an  article.  As  probably  no  one  else  could,  you  could  envision  the  topic  in 
terms  of  its  basic  elements,  receptivity. 

Listening,  to  a person  with  normal  hearing,  is  a matter  of  being  receptive  to  various 
sounds — in  short,  a natter  of  paying  attention  and  being  attuned.  Even  without 
normal  hearing  there  are  ways  of  "listening" — as  you  have  demonstrated.  Again  this 
is  a matter  of  being  attuned. 

EDUCATION  SUT’MARY  is  an  in-service  publication  circulating  nationally  to  elementary 
and  secondary  school  administrators.  I would  like  to  impress  upon  these  men  and 
women  the  importance  of  stimulating  a heightened  sensory  awareness  in  the  students. 
And  I know  that  an  article  from  you,  with  suggestions  for  going  about  it,  would 
accomplish  this  admirably. 

If  you  are  willing  to  do  this,  and  I hope  you  are,  the  article  should  be  about  1200 
words  long.  It  should  be  in  our  hands  by  December  10,  accompanied  by  a glossy 
photograph  of  yourself,  if  you  have  one  available.  The  value  of  your  services  would 
be  far  above  our  ability  to  pay,  but  we  can  offer  you  an  honorarium  of  S75« 

So  that  you  may  judge  for  yourself  the  nature  of  our  publication,  I have  included 
several  copies  that  I think  would  interest  you. 

I look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 

Sincerely, 

Alfred  Kratzert,  Editor 


TELEPHONE  3>6788 


Nevada  State  Medical  Association 


Nelson  B.  Neff.  Executive  Secretary 
575  Reno  Avenue  — Reno.  Nevada 


November  26,  1958 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  5th  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


Dear  Nella: 

The  four  seasons  have  nearly  completed  their  circle 
since  last  I heard  from  voii  and  I think  the  news  of 
Polly's  illness  was  so  upsetting  that  I could  not 
pull  myself  together  to  v?rite  further. 

I know  this  is  a busy  season  for  you  just  before  the 
holidays  - likely  you  will  be  spending  some  part  of 
it  with  Helen  and  Polly  - but  if  you  can  spare  a moment 
I would  very  much  appreciate  knowing  what  the  situation 
is  currently. 

I am  guessing  that  you  spent  the  summer  in  the  mountains 
and  hope  that  it  was  a pleasant  time  for  you.  It  is  a 
shame  that  we  cannot  spend  a couple  of  weeks  putting 
together  the  story  of  Helen  and  her  travels.  Incidentally, 
I have  quite  a collection  of  pictures  from  Japan  and  South 
America,  but  I expect  you  have  access  to  the  same  collec- 
tion. Should  you  ever  want  to  borrow  from  mine,  do  not 
hesitate  to  write  me. 

Expect  to  be  on  the  Past  coast  next  June  and  will  certainly 
make  every  effort  to  get  in  touch  with  you.  Until  then 
and  with  every  good  wish. 


Sincerely 
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Miss  Rebecca  mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


Nov.  30.  1938 


Decir  Mrs.  Kenney: 

There  was  a pictur-  of  Helen  in  the 
paper  this  r orning — in  "This  reek'' — and  it  reminded 
me  thut  you  h?.d  promised  to  send  me  a snap  shot  of 
her  with  her  new  heir-do  when  yot  retruned  home  in 
Hovember,  so  this  is  just  a gentle  ri3minder. 


to  Atlantic  City,  but  that  Polly  was  not  much  better. 

I wonuer  if  this  change  helped  her,  but  I doubt  it, 
as  it  is  now  a year,  and  it  seems  to  me  any  iioivoveraen 
must  h^ve  taken  place  by  this  time  thLt-»is  to  t<zke 
place  at  all.  I am  eager  for  news  of  them,  tho. 


Mrs.  Seide  vrrote  ms  tht  thej’-  liad  gone 


Most  cordially  yours. 


Miss  Rebecca  Mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
79B  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


Dear  Nella: 


Dec.  5,  1958. 


I’ve  always  called  you  that  in  my  heart 
ever  since  the  days  we  spent  together  in  Forest  Hills, 
when  darling  Teacher  was  here. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  the  snap  shots.  I 
shall  be  very  discrete  about  them,  and  shall  NOT  frame 
them,  nor  show  them  to  anyone,  nor  te3B4aryone  I have 

I 

them.  Helen  looks  more  as  she  did  when  I first  knew 

her  in  Montgomery  in  1917,  before  she  wore  the 

transformation,  but  she  looks  SO  OLD  to  me.  You  must 

realize  that  I have  not  seen  her  since  1927,  so  this 

in  understandable.  I hope  Polly  does  not  have  her  way, 

and  that  Heleroi  will  never  wear  the  transformation 

again.  She  should  never  have  worn  it  in  the  first  plac 

She  is  so  dear  and  so  wonuerful,  she  doesn’t  need  that 
If  you  ever  get  any  pictures  of  her  latest  liair-do— 


s hort  and  curled — do  please  send  them  to  me,  too.  I 
imagine  she  looks  better  that  way,  and  I don't  see  how 
anyone  could  want  her  to  wear  the  transformation  after 
what  it  did  to  her  skin. 


little  improved,  and  that  the  visit  to  Atlantic  City 
helped  them  both.  It  always  helped  me  to  go  there. 

I know  Helen  is  a mountain  of  strength,  and  I know  thai 
neither  of  them  will  give  up  hope,  so  we  must  not 
either — ^but  it  has  been  so  long  I 


best  wishes  to  you  and  your  husband  for  Christmas  and 
the  New  Year. 


I am  so  happy  that  Polly  is  even  a 


Thank  you  again,  my  dear,  and  very 


With  Love, 


Cathorhio  Ouv-ns  Peare 
29S  Saint  Jofiii'a  Place 
Brooklyn  38,  i\’cio  York 


> 


Dgcsmbar  5i  1958 


Mra.  Evalyn  Saida 

American  Foundation  for  tha  Blind,  Inc, 

15  West  I6th  Street 
New  York  11,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Seida: 

My  editors  have  raised  one  or  two  more  queries  about  my 
life  of  Helen  Kaller,  and  I wonder  if  you  will  help  me  answer 
them. 


1.  Why  did  Mrs.  Keller  object  so  strenuouely  to  Peter 
Fagan?  We  recognize  the  limitations  of  writing  about  a living 
subject,  and  Miss  Keller's  wishes  will  he  resoected.  But  if 
you  can  add  a little  information  here  we  shall  aopreoiate  it. 

2.  How  were  her  trios  abroad  financed?  This  morning  I 
chatted  with  someone  in  the  AFB  library  who  explained  that  she 
never  paid  for  them  herself,  and  that  often  the  country  she 
was  visiting  met  a large  part  of  the  cost.  I gather  that  the 
question  is  rather  involved,  and  I can  pass  over  it  with  a 
general  statement.  But  it  would  be  better  for  the  narrative 
if  I could  explain  how  one  or  two  of  them  were  financed} 
for  instance,  that  first  trip  to  Loos  in  Cornwall  in  195^. 

Did  the  British  government  do  tha  paying  when  she  went  to 
Scotland  to  receive  her  degree?  I have  a feeling  that  someone 
gave  her  the  trio  to  Scotland  after  the  death  of  Anne  Macy. 

■^ow  did  she  pay  for  it?"  is  the  kind  of  question  a youngster 
is  apt  to  ask. 

5«  I am  indicating  that  she  was  under  salary  to  the  AFB 
continuously  from  the  time  she  left  vaudeville  to  join  the  AFB 
staff.  Is  this  accurate? 

We  are  really  very  close  to  the  end  of  this  task! 

Cordially, 

-0  y ' 


THE  AMERICAN 


OROPTIIVIIST 


OP  THE  AMEHICAN  FEDERATION  OP  SOKQPTIMIST  CLUBS,  INC. 


975  SOUTH  WEST  TEMPLE 
SALT  LAKE  CITY  1,  UTAH 
PHONE  • ELgin  9-7608 
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Dear  Nulla  - 

I had  hoped  by  now  to  be  soaring  in  a new  work  that  I would 
only  with  reluctance  put  aside  to  take  up  again,  but  the 
muses  seem  to  be  cn  vacation  in  Palm  Beach  or  somewhere,  and 
I am  sitting  to  yoxir  book  and  Annie's  letters  once  more  and 
will  be  in  the  second  act  of  the  stage  version  sometime  this 
week;  in  January  or  February  I hope  to  send  you  a completed 
drafts  Leah  is  in  the  midst  of  negotiations  with  Fred  Coe's 
lawyer,  on  all  those  minutiae  which  agents  and  lawyers  love 
ao  develop  n^oleonic  campaigns  over,  but  which  I must  admit 
often  turn  out  to  be  much  more  important  than  I ever  foresees 
Fred  wants  me  to  come  to  town  soon  for  preliminary  screenings 
of  kids  for  the  role  of  Helen,  and  when  Arthur  gets  back  from 
London,  where  he  is  suffering  through  his  third  production  of 
Seesaw,  we'll  be  starting  other  casting  discussions  and  feelers s 
So  what  with  this  and  that  the  show  is  faintly  stirring  on  its 
ways  ■"'11  try  to  arrange  a luncheon  or  some  tiling  where  you 
can  meet  Fred  and  Anne  Bancroft,  and  maybe  Arthur  again  less 
briefly,  though  he  takes  off  for  Hollywood  television  soon 
after  the  holidays®  I gather  from  Leah  that  your  and  Helen's 
royalty  will  have  to  come  out  of  mine,  rather  than  out  of  the 
production,  but  this  isn't  too  important®  My  own  involvement 
financially  will  be  very  complicated,  because  I hope  to  invest 
a large  sum  of  Seesaw  money,  25  grand,  in  TJ'W,  the  profat  or 
loss  on  which  will  shared  by  Uncle  Sam,  but  on  the  basis  of 
which  Leah  thinks  she  can  wangle  some  concession  for  me  from 
the  show  which  will  offset  your  and  Helen's  royalty,  so  let 
this  set  your  mind  at  rest  on  that  point®  This  about  conpletes 
the  news  on  that  subject®  Our  other  news  is  only  that  we  just 
had  Tommy's  adenoids  out,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  mean  fewer 
colds  and  (the  dangerous  consequence)  ear  infections,  enough 
of  which  can  result  in  thickening  of  the  membrane  and  deafness® 
If  this  doesn't  work,  I threaten  to  move  the  family  to  Florida* 
or  California,  but  it's  probably  an  erqjty  threat.  I hope  you 
and  Keith  are  well,  and  that  there  is  an  occasional  let-up 
with  Helen  and  Polly's  situation. 


* I am  not  sure  thomuses  are  there  anyway. 


I 


p.ij. 

I intend  to  drive  ovei-  to  the  Perkins  School  oiae  of  these 
days,  just  to  look  over  old  mementoes o Feeding  hills  is 
on  the  way,  and  I wonder  if  there  is  anyone  there  who  knows 
the  terrain  of  Annie's  childhood.  Any  suggestions? 


U21  Epperson 
Moberly,  Mo. 
Nov.  17,  1958 


Dear  Miss  Helen  Kellers 

Only  those  that  are  in  the  handycap  family  know  how  we  love  and  like 
to  help  each  other.  I have  been  wondering  if  you  would  help  me  get  my  book 
promoted  in  some  way.  Ether  in  the  movies  or  published.  I have  never  tried 
very  hard  to  get  it  published,  as  I don't  have  much  education  but  I have  lot 
of  nice  comments  on  it,  and  think  it  would  make  a nice  teenage  book. 

I can't  use  my  hands  very  well  and  it  took  me  about  five  years  to 
write  it.  I payed  a private  publisher  by  the  month  to  publish  it.  So  they 
have  no  rights  at  all.  I have  sold  about  5 hundred  dollars  worth.  But  that 
don't  near  cover  the  expenses.  I am  sending  you  one  as  a gift  and  hope  you 
like  it. 


I have  one  fine  brother.  But  am  living  in  with  my  sister  in  law. 

"Nuf  sed"  I spend  most  of  my  winters  in  a little  hospital.  Which  is  quite 
expensive.  I am  72  years  old  and  I never  been  able  to  walk.  But  have 
traveled  quite  a bit.  I have  been  in  20  states.  Have  through  yellow  stone 
park  and  to  the  top  of  Pike's  Peak  up  in  Canada  to  two  worlds  fair,  and  many 
other  places. 

My  parents  were  fine  folks  and  took  me  every  place.  If  somebody 
would  start  a campain,  I might  have  a national  record  of  being  in  a wheel- 
chair the  longest,  with  the  most  travel.  I was  able  to  write  on  a typewriter. 
But  now  I am  not  able  to  feed  nyself  but  I can  go  out  in  the  car. 

I love  and  admire  you  very  much  and  have  kept  tab  on  your  life  all 
along,  and  hope  to  here  from  you.  I have  got  the  music  to  that  little  song 
in  the  back  of  the  book.  Lets  come  back  home.  It  is  dedicated  to  the 
U.S.  Army*  I would  be  glad  to  send  you  my  scrap  book  which  is  full  of 
advertising  matter  and  nice  letters. 


Josephine  Halliburton 


This  letter  will  also  be  brailledand  Miss  Keller  will  let  us  know  if  she 
will  answer  it  personally. 


20  Nottingham  Street 
Nevton  59 » Massachusetts 
November  1?,  1958 


Helen  Keller 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

Our  ninth  grade  social  studies  class  of  Bigelow  Junior  High 
School  in  Newton,  Massachusetts  has  been  discussing  the  meaning 
of  success.  We  are  interested  in  comparing  the  opinions  of 
well-known  persons  in  various  fields,  and  hope  in  this  way  to 
clarify  our  own  ideas. 

Would  you  please  tell  us  what  to  you  is  meant  by  success?  We 
would  mi  ch  appreciate  your  personal  definition,  indicating  the 
goals  toward  which  you  think  young  people  should  aim. 


Respectfully  yours, 
Ellen  Savet 


This  letter  has  been  put  into  Braille  and  Miss  Keller  will  let  us  know  if 
she  will  acknowledge  it  personally  or  if  she  would  like  you  to  answer  it. 
We  will  let  you  know  as  soon  as  possible. 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  PuMijfiew^  madison  avenue,  new  York  22  -Murray  hill  8-5300 


December  9,  1958 


Dear  IJrs.  Hcnney: 

Thank  you  so  mucli  for  that  very  nice  letter  and  all 
of  ,"our  good  wishes.  They  mean  a great  deal.  I'm  sad  novf  because 
it  turns  out  that  we  shall  be  leaving  New  York  after  all.  Howard 
7d.ll  be  the  West  Coast  representative  for  VL  W.  Norton's  textbook 
department  and  we  shall  be  living  in  San  Francisco.  From  the  little 
I have  seen  of  that  city,  life  there  will  not  be  hard  to  take,  but 
I shall  miss  my  New  York  friends  and  my  days  at  Doubleday  very  much 
indeed. 


It  has  been  a very  special  pleasure  for  me  to  work 
with  you  and  fJiss  Keller.  This  has  been,  in  fact,  one  of  the  most 
satisfying  parts  of  my  job  and  I'm  only  sorry  that  we  never  had  an 
opportunity  to  meet.  But  I hope  we  shall  not  loose  touch.  Ken 
vri.ll  know  where  we  are  once  we  get  settled  and  I should  veiy  much 
like  to  hear  how  things  progress  as  time  goes  on,  for  I do  feel  very 
close  to  all  of  you. 

Please  give  my  very  best  vTishes  to  Miss  Keller  and, 
of  course,  all  good  things  to  you. 


As  evei*. 


Barbara  Ellis 

Mrs.  Keith  Ilenney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Nevi  York 
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Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111.  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I. 
JN.Y. 


Dear  Nella  - Thoiight  you  would  be  relieved  to  learb 
that  after  legal  representations  about  which  I kne^’f 
nothing  Lane  Brj’unt  has  agreed  tc  stop  selling  The 
Mirocle  Worker  Girdle » Arthur  hopes  to  have  something 
semi-final  on  the  movie  to  show  us  soon,  and  1*11  get 
you  in,  for  free®  How  is  Helen?  And  how  are  you  and 
Keith?  We  were  down  at  the  Virgin  Islands  for  a piece, 
all  my  family  sick  before,  and  now  sick  again  after, 
but  it  is  beautiful  here  in  the  foul  weather,  I am 
really  not  a tropical  loxinger  type.  Be  well,  and 
have  good  holidays,  if  things  permit. 
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